CITY OF ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA

Guidelines for Honest Civic Discourse
for those Participating in Meetings
n the Council Chamber
Members of the Alexandria community, its elected officials and
City staff place a high value on constructive and thoughtful debate
on public issues. To this end, all who participate in meetings in

the Chamber, including public officials, staff and members of the
community, are expected to observe the following guidelines.

1. Treat Everyone with Respect and Courtesy

2. Do Your Homework — Be Prepared and Be Familiar with
the Docket

3. Express Your Ideas and Opinions in an Open and Helpful
Manner

4, Be Respectful of Others’ Time by Being Clear and Concise
in Your Comments and/or Questions

5. Demonstrate Honesty and Integrity in Your Comments and
Actions
6. Focus on the Issues Before the Decision Making Body —

Avoid Personalizing Issues
7. Listen and Let Others Express their Ideas and Opinions
8. If a Decision is Made with which You Do Not Concur,
Agree to Disagree and/or Use Appropriate Means of Civil

and Civic Recourse, and Move On

Adopted by the Alexandria City Council on October 12, 2004.

S Lo

William D. Euille, Mayor
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flexible and provides the applicant and the City with flexibility to time the construction of the
improvements.

Third. at the Planning Commission hearing City staff noted that for practical reasons, it is

more efficient for the City to make the improvements than the applicant. Section 5-509 does not
dictate that an applicant itself must construct the waterfront amenity improvements.

Therefore, we respectfully request that Council approve the staff recommended conditions
and tind that the application meets the requirements of Section 5-509.

II. The Proposed Project Meets all the Provisions of Section 11-500 for Approval.

Section 11-504 sets forth three primary criteria for City Council consideration of a special use
permit.

(1) Will not adversely affect the health or safety of persons residing or working
in the neighborhood of the proposed use;

(2) Will not be detrimental to the public welfare or injurious to property or
improvements in the neighborhood; and

(3) Will substantially conform to the master plan of the city.

First. the proposed project will not adversely impact the health and safety of the
neighborhood as residential uses comprise the majority of the adjacent properties and the
surrounding area. The addition of new townhomes adjacent to existing townhomes is inherently
compatible.

Second. the proposed project will comply with all current City stormwater and green
building policies. where the existing parking structure does not have any stormwater treatment
facilities or modern green building practices. This project will improve the storm water treatment in
the area and close and existing curb cut which will improve the public welfare.

Third. the proposed project is redeveloping with a permitted use under the zoning
recommended for the property under the Plan. The staff report notes several provisions on page 13

where the application meets many objectives of the Plan.

Therefore, we respectfully request that Council approve the staff recommended conditions
and find that the application meets the requirements for approval under Section 11-500.

I look forward to discussing this application with you at tomorrow’s City Council hearing.
Sincerely,

At

Kenneth W. Wire



Gloria Sitton

From: Michael <mdemeo@starpower.net>
Sent: Saturday, September 18, 2021 8:53 AM
To: Gloria Sitton

Subject: [EXTERNAL]Docket Item #17, Sept 18

You.don't often get.email from mdemeo@starpower.net. Learn why this-is important

To: City Clerk

Subj: 101 Duke Street - proposed 6 townhome project
1. 1 am a citizen of Alexandria and have owned houses and lived in Old Town for the past 32 years.
2. | oppose the proposal to grant any waivers exempting this development from height, density and FAR rules.

3. This already dense section of South Union Street has been heavily overdeveloped just in the past few years by
projects such as Robinson Terminal South, The Hotel Indigo, and the two new condo developments just to the north.

4. The quality of life has drastically gone down in this area for individual town house owners.

- Traffic is totally out of control choking S Union and the cross streets, particularly at night and on weekends. In
particular the S. Union and Duke Intersection is a MAJOR traffic choke point.

- Safety on these streets is a big problem. The Nextdoor Community social app has constant and increasing anecdotes
about pedestrians, bicyclists, and scooters having unsafe encounters with cars.

- Street parking has been reduced while at the same time development has increased.

- Loud noise at night from revellers patronizing the many new restaurants along South Union is very disturbing.

5. 0ld Town used to be quaint and historic. City Hall-approved OVER DEVELOPMENT has diminished liveability, and
makes Old Town look like Georgetown.

6. When will you show some respect to the taxpaying property owners and residents of Old Town?

/s/

Michael DeMeo

100 Waterford Place
Old Town,
Alexandria, VA 22314

Get BlueMail for Android

DISCLAIMER: This message was sent from outside the City of Alexandria email system.
DO NOT CLICK any links or download attachments unless the contents are from a trusted source.
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Docket #17 — 101 Duke
Page 2 - Rothrock

10) Whether the proposed use will have any substantial or undue adverse effect upon, or will be
incompatible with, the use or enjoyment of adjacent and surrounding property, the character of
the neighborhood, ... and other matters affecting the public health, safety and general welfare.

All residents in the area will be impacted by the loss of the garage and the addition of these
townhouses. Like the rest of us, those new owners will be inviting guests to visit who themselves
won’t be able to find parking. As you have heard from many residents, none of us can move our
cars on weekends and find a place to park when we return. This project affects our general
welfare.

Finally, four story buildings looming over the gardens of this block of Duke will be injurious to
the quality of privacy, open space and view shed of these properties. This project may enrich a
developer but in no way does it contribute $305,000 worth of benefits to the city. It will harm
the value of properties on this block and will be a total change in the character of this southern
Gateway.

Finally, once again, how can it be found that this project meets a required finding of Section 11-
504-2: Will not be detrimental to the public welfare or injurious to property or
improvements in the neighborhood.

Sincerely,

?ai/ C Vothrock
Gail C. Rothrock
209 Duke Street

Alexandria VA 22314

gerothrock @ gmail.com
¢) 703-350-6292












