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From: Mary Catherine Gibbs <mcgibbs@wiregill.com>  
Sent: Thursday, May 20, 2021 9:53 AM 
To: Margaret O. Cooper <Margaret.Cooper@alexandriava.gov> 
Cc: Kris�n Carpenter <kris�nlcarpenter@gmail.com> 
Subject: RE: 601 S Washington SUP Pick-up/Drop-off Plan Follow-up

Maggie, I’ve reviewed the dra� condi�ons with my client, and we’re good to go with that one minor change we
talked about in Condi�on 4, adding the words “if necessary”.  And below are the responses to your ques�ons
from yesterday:

The alley that exits onto Columbus Street is approximately 10 feet wide and would not be able to
accommodate vehicles entering the alley as the school drivers exit. Because of this, the plan shouldn’t
include that alley as an exit point from the parking lot.

That direc�onal arrow has been removed from the a�ached exhibit for the pick up and drop off plan.
Because of the concern about cars backing up on South Washington Street, we think the pick-up and drop-
off �mes should be expanded by 15-30 minutes.

The applicant is fine with that, but would want to make this adjustable as necessary based on demand.
We need an es�mate of the number of vehicles that would drop-off/pick-up and the plan for vehicles that
would not be able to pull in or leave a parking space during pick up and drop off.

Based on the number of people so far who have indicated they will drive of the 40 students who are
currently enrolled for September (total of 2 cars) and the fact that the remaining wait list of students are
in Arlington and would merit a second bus instead of more individual cars, I would es�mate if the
enrollment gets to 105 students, that possibly 22-25 cars would be coming and going during pick up and
drop off.  Again, this is just an es�mate based on the planned enrollment numbers, and this may change
(up or down) based on where the families live.

Can you include a designated Pick-up/ Drop-off area (if there is one). Will parents be allowed to pick
up/drop off students anywhere within the parking lot or just when the car is in front of the front door?

Please see the area as shown on the a�ached exhibit for the pick up and drop off plan.

I think that answers the remaining ques�ons.  Please let me know if there is anything else you need from us.

Sincerely, Mary Catherine

Wire Gill, LLP

mcgibbs@wiregill.com
700 N. Fairfax St., Suite 600
Alexandria, VA  22314
(703) 836-5757 (office)
(703) 835-1922 (mobile)

NOTICE: Unless otherwise specified, the contents of this transmission are strictly confiden�al.  They may involve
privileged a�orney-client communica�ons or work product and are intended to be received by the recipient(s)
specified above and no one else.  The receipt, appropria�on, or use of the informa�on transmi�ed above by
anyone other than the designated recipient(s) is unintended and strictly forbidden.  If this message reaches
anyone other than the intended recipient(s), or his/her/their authorized representa�ve(s), we request that you
no�fy us of the error immediately at (703)836-5757 and ask for instruc�ons concening its proper disposi�on.
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Gibbon Street resident objection to special use permit - regarding the sale of the two
properties on the southwest corner of Washington and Gibbon to The Linder Academy
Re: 6/1/21 - VIRTUAL Planning Commission Meeting Confirmation

Keith Lawson Moore <Keith.Moore@martin-blanck.com>
Tue 6/1/2021 4:07 PM
To:  Patrick Silva <Patrick.Silva@alexandriava.gov>

RE: Gibbon Street resident objec�on to special use permit - regarding the sale of the two proper�es on
the southwest corner of Washington and Gibbon to The Linder Academy

Patrick: 
Many of us (Gibbon Street residents) plan to be on the Zoom Mtg. tonight.  - Simply to underscore how
absurd it is to even think of pu�ng a school in the building in ques�on.  We all know from living there
(myself for 20 years) that the intersec�on of South Washington & Gibbon is by far the most congested,
busiest, and dangerous intersec�on in Old Town.  - Causing constant grid-lock EVERY day.  - Magnified
from 3:00 to 6:30.  I'm sure we don't need to point out to you and the Planning Commission that it is
THE ONLY WAY OUT OF TOWN during those hours.  To add to all the nightmare is the upcoming (Council
blessed) high-rise Heritage project in the 800 block.  To even think that it's a good idea to add children
and parents in cars to an already terrible situa�on is unfathomable.

I see in some notes the following:
4. The application shall obtain written permission from property owners who abut the alley

for use of the alley during pick-up and drop off if the alley is determined to be private and

permission is necessary. The written permission, if required, shall be submitted to the

Director of Planning & Zoning. (P&Z)

For the record, being that owner that abuts the alley (714 Gibbon St.), I certainly do not give "wri�en
permission" and strongly believe that the special use pe��on should be denied.  - For the good of our
Gibbon Street residents and the nightmare that the school owners, parents, staff & children clearly don't
realize.

Submi�ed with respect and ra�onale thought.  
Sincerely, Keith Moore

*******************
Keith Lawson Moore, Esq. (714 Gibbon Street - Alexandria)

Senior Partner
Corporate Partnering & Business Relations
Mar�n, Blanck & Associates
2034 Eisenhower Avenue
Suite 270
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Alexandria, Virginia 22314-4678
703-575-6038   Cell 703-919-0053
keith.moore@mar�n-blanck.com

www.mar�n-blanck.com

mailto:keith.moore@martin-blanck.com
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.martin-blanck.com%2F&data=04%7C01%7CPatrick.Silva%40alexandriava.gov%7C32544c6783b54ce2354b08d92538ea32%7Cfeaa9b3143754aeeadccc76ad32a890b%7C0%7C1%7C637581748647170688%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0&sdata=QPv3%2BnRKcTAqM0KrjGvkimHE0BOBiluwu75NEBDhiho%3D&reserved=0
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FW: [EXTERNAL]Your Planning and Zoning General Comments, Complaints, and
Inquiries request (Case# 21-00013043)

Ann Horowitz <ann.horowitz@alexandriava.gov>
Tue 6/1/2021 5:06 PM
To:  Patrick Silva <Patrick.Silva@alexandriava.gov>
Cc:  Margaret O. Cooper <Margaret.Cooper@alexandriava.gov>

For Linder Academy and PC
 
From: noreply@salesforce.com <noreply@salesforce.com> On Behalf Of Alex311 
Sent: Tuesday, June 1, 2021 4:27 PM 
To: Tony LaColla <Anthony.LaColla@alexandriava.gov>; Leonard Richards <Leonard.Richards@alexandriava.gov>;
Lisa Chase <alicia.chase@alexandriava.gov>; Jackie N Cato <jackie.cato@alexandriava.gov>; Kerry Hall
<Kerry.Hall@alexandriava.gov>; Ann Horowitz <ann.horowitz@alexandriava.gov>; Susan H. Hellman
<susan.hellman@alexandriava.gov>; Mary Christesen <Mary.Christesen@alexandriava.gov>; CRM Administrator
<CRM.Administrator@alexandriava.gov> 
Subject: [EXTERNAL]Your Planning and Zoning General Comments, Complaints, and Inquiries request (Case# 21-
00013043)
 

Alex311 User:

The following request for service has just been assigned to you:

Request Number: 21-00013043
Request Type: Planning and Zoning General Comments, Complaints,

and Inquiries
Location:
Request Submitted: 6/1/2021
Estimated Resolution
Date:

6/8/2021

Customer Comments: 
I am writing in support of the Linder Academy special use permit for 601, 607, and
609 South Washington Street; 710 Gibbon Street being considered at the June 1,
2021 Planning Commission meeting. 

I am a City of Alexandria resident and parent to a bright, sweet caring 8 year old
who also happens to have dyslexia. While she receives services at her public
school, COVID and school closure have made it even more difficult for her her to

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Falex311.alexandriava.gov%2F&data=04%7C01%7CPatrick.Silva%40alexandriava.gov%7C4f2f29d288db41b6701708d925412904%7Cfeaa9b3143754aeeadccc76ad32a890b%7C0%7C0%7C637581784051532386%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=dbe3dWNI0TaqFFjnMUn6kaVi5YhkiAmHOHEGdEvGkb8%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Falexandriava.gov%2F&data=04%7C01%7CPatrick.Silva%40alexandriava.gov%7C4f2f29d288db41b6701708d925412904%7Cfeaa9b3143754aeeadccc76ad32a890b%7C0%7C0%7C637581784051542343%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=zvgLryfJiNl%2BKnVgZN%2BhSf%2BDP9M%2Fp8tOGVl556YEgZU%3D&reserved=0
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catch up. She is expected to go into fourth grade next year but is reading at the
level of a first grader. Linder Academy is designed to help students like my child
and many more just like her succeed, grow and not have the stigma of being
pulled out of class to get special education. This is a much needed private school
in Alexandria, especially given that few private schools all for enrollment of
children with learning differences, like my child.  

I also live in the neighborhood Linder Academy is requesting their permit. I have
passed those abandoned buildings every day for several years. My children have
taken dance classes on that same block. I am fortunate that I live in a wonderful
town and neighborhood where I can walk to most places, and we would walk to
Linder Academy - even in the rain.  

From someone who lives in the neighborhood, will benefit from the services
Linder Academy provides and a concerned citizen of the City of Alexandria, I am
urging you to please support the special use permit for the Linder Academy.

Staff Comments:

Please view the complete case history and details in the Alex311 console and
take the appropriate actions to complete this request by the estimated resolution
date. Use the Alex311 Console to contact the customer. Do not forward this
email to the customer, or to any City staff who are Alex311 users.

VIEW THIS REQUEST

Alex311 
Connecting Customers to City Services

ref:_00D1UtpPp._5001UmVjYw:ref

Contact Us 
FOIA Requests 
Privacy & Legal

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Falex311.lightning.force.com%2Flightning%2Fr%2FCase%2F5001U00000mVjYw%2Fview&data=04%7C01%7CPatrick.Silva%40alexandriava.gov%7C4f2f29d288db41b6701708d925412904%7Cfeaa9b3143754aeeadccc76ad32a890b%7C0%7C0%7C637581784051542343%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=uiS3jz4ynfr3K3bd772N86eY9o2n86DWICjri%2F8AtX0%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.alexandriava.gov%2F&data=04%7C01%7CPatrick.Silva%40alexandriava.gov%7C4f2f29d288db41b6701708d925412904%7Cfeaa9b3143754aeeadccc76ad32a890b%7C0%7C0%7C637581784051552299%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=s0yxe9OutcKZirgZKOcGEsJYDcmVSehWpxO4nfXnGEM%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.alexandriava.gov%2FContactUs&data=04%7C01%7CPatrick.Silva%40alexandriava.gov%7C4f2f29d288db41b6701708d925412904%7Cfeaa9b3143754aeeadccc76ad32a890b%7C0%7C0%7C637581784051552299%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=aALgIlTGGunPfmMECyuMHbCln1SHM8Lw6jYatrDOEpg%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.alexandriava.gov%2FFOIA&data=04%7C01%7CPatrick.Silva%40alexandriava.gov%7C4f2f29d288db41b6701708d925412904%7Cfeaa9b3143754aeeadccc76ad32a890b%7C0%7C0%7C637581784051562256%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=lW9wPZQxbKS7suCzTNVqg52B2psBcrMVT5K3fzunceA%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.alexandriava.gov%2FLegal&data=04%7C01%7CPatrick.Silva%40alexandriava.gov%7C4f2f29d288db41b6701708d925412904%7Cfeaa9b3143754aeeadccc76ad32a890b%7C0%7C0%7C637581784051562256%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=elFMTnQJLa3VsbeHogCkvbm1aD3sX9h5DFMZ2Vm656g%3D&reserved=0
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[EXTERNAL]Docket No. 6 - The Linder Academy

Palmieri, Andrew F. <Andrew.Palmieri@saul.com>
Tue 6/1/2021 7:31 PM
To:  PlanComm <PlanComm@alexandriava.gov>
Cc:  Gloria Sitton <Gloria.Sitton@alexandriava.gov>; 'Kristin Carpenter' <kristincarpenter@thelinderacademy.com>

Planning Commission Members
 
I signed up to speak at this hearing; however, it is not clear to me that I will figure out
how to access the speaking func�on during the hearing, so please accept these wri�en
comments in support of the Applica�on by The Linder Academy.
 
I am well-familiar with the work of The Linder Academy, and it will be providing a very
valuable service to our community for families in need of more specialized and focused
educa�onal experiences for their children. The Linder Academy will fill a need that is not
serviced by ACPS or exis�ng private schools currently opera�ng in the City of Alexandria.
 
I support the applica�on and ask that you approve the same.
 
 

 

   Andrew F. Palmieri    
  SAUL EWING ARNSTEIN & LEHR LLP

1919 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W., Suite 550 | Washington, DC 20006-3434 
   

  Work: 202.295.6674 | Mobile: 202.262.6477    
  Andrew.Palmieri@saul.com | www.saul.com

 

       

   

      
 
 

"Saul Ewing Arnstein & Lehr LLP (saul.com)" has made the following annotations:

+~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~+ 
This e-mail may contain privileged, confidential, copyrighted, or other legally protected information. If you are not the intended recipient (even if the e-mail

address is yours), you may not use, copy, or retransmit it. If you have received this by mistake please notify us by return e-mail, then delete.

+~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~+ 

DISCLAIMER: This message was sent from outside the City of Alexandria email system. 
DO NOT CLICK any links or download attachments unless the contents are from a trusted source. 

mailto:Andrew.Palmieri@saul.com
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.saul.com%2F&data=04%7C01%7Cplancomm%40alexandriava.gov%7Ccbbb9181f9604ba4a69708d92555599f%7Cfeaa9b3143754aeeadccc76ad32a890b%7C0%7C0%7C637581870773078078%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=B3zxZFDuX91As4D%2B1eJ39Xo08mR3iBn1GrbgqmXCLsE%3D&reserved=0
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[EXTERNAL]Fwd: Hand Raised in Webinar

Steve Cohen <sjhome171@gmail.com>
Wed 6/2/2021 9:42 AM
To:  PlanComm <PlanComm@alexandriava.gov>
Cc:  Patrick Silva <Patrick.Silva@alexandriava.gov>

I wanted to add my thoughts concerning docket item #6 - Linder Academy.
My wife and I reside at 720 Gibbon St, for approximately 8 years.
First thank you for holding the meeting, affording us the opportunity to speak and for the
commission's service to the community.

I want to provide a use case / my experience regarding the traffic within the Gibbon/Washington St
intersection and surrounding area. 

Pre-pandemic, during my evening commute back from the DC western suburbs I would travel south
on the GW Parkway. Approximately 25% of the time I would have to park in neighborhoods
adjacent to mine because of traffic gridlock.  This situation occurred on "normal" commutes. Any time
there were problems on the beltway or inclement weather there would be gridlock throughout the
city. 

Impact:

Parents trying to pick up students will add to the traffic challenges and no doubt will be late;
students and staff should expect to remain late into the evening 
The school "bus"  will have difficulty navigating through the traffic and again will be late in
dropping off students  
Students and parents walking home will be exposed to unnecessary risk from the traffic 

The fact the commission determined the traffic impact from the school does not warrant a traffic
impact study is the wrong decision. We are talking about children. We should be doing everything
possible to determine what it would take to mitigate the risk exposure to the children of the school.

Miscellaneous points:

I recommend the commission members invest time during morning and evening commutes and
see for themselves the traffic patterns,  especially as we are now coming out of the pandemic
and normal commute patterns return. Perhaps spending a M-W-F would be reasonable and let
your observations afford you an opportunity to capture realistic data 
The alley referenced is a 2-way alley. How will this be managed when cars and the school bus try
to utilize the alley at the same time cars from Gibbon want to enter the alley?
Is the commission looking into rerouting commuter traffic to another street?
I personally have almost been hit 4 times when crossing Gibbon at Washington st. Are you
comfortable subjecting children to this risk?

It was mentioned during the commission meeting having different tenants occupy the space in
question would result in a higher density. I am sorry, rationalizing moving forward because of better
space utilization while potentially exposing children to the traffic risk and potentially
excessive pollution from all the cars I feel is a bad trade off. 
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Respectfully
Steve Cohen
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