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Small Cell Facilities
Small cell facility = installation

4G & 5G = technology

• Small cell facilities address increasing usage 
of wireless devices and increased demand 
requires reliable highspeed wireless service

• Small cell facilities are needed to support 
existing networks and fill in areas of missing 
coverage

• Federal/State law allow for very limited local 
authority
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Existing Policy Background

• BAR approved three small cell 
installations in June 2019

• BAR adopted Small Cell Facilities 
administrative policy in June 2019 

• BAR staff has approved approximately 
10-12 4G installations since June 2019

• No antennas have been installed 
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BAR administrative 
policy adopted

6.19.19



5

Small cell 
(4G) and 
associated 
equipment

Approved 
administratively
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City Council text changes

• On 3.14.20 City Council approved a 
zoning text amendment to make the 
ordinance consistent with recent 
changes to state and federal laws and 
regulations.

• Details:
• Clarified that the shot-clock deadline is 60 days 
• Included allowance for creation aesthetic guidelines
• Set maximum antenna size – no more than 3 cubic feet
• All other equipment can be more more than 28 cubic feet
• Set height limits
• Reiterated that in the historic districts Section 10 applies
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• Height

• Volume of antennas

• Pole material

• Location in front of important historic 
buildings

• Retains requirements related to the 
removal of replaced poles, trees, 
equipment mounting, and color matching.  

Proposed Policy Updates
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Small cell 
(5G) and 
associated 
equipment

BAR Approved  3.18.20
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Small cell 
(4G & 5G) and 
associated 
equipment
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Next Steps

• Small cell administrative approvals will be listed 
at the end of the dockets

• Carriers are exploring design alternatives 
for other facilities in the right-of-way where 
utilities are underground

• Draft a Design Guideline for Small Cell Facilities

• Create a list of our most important historic 
buildings where we want to preserve viewsheds 



12



13


