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ISSUE:  Revisions to Previously Approved Plans for alterations 

APPLICANT: Steve Kelmar 

LOCATION:  Old and Historic Alexandria District 

609 South Lee Street 

ZONE:   RM/Townhouse Zone  

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Staff recommends approval of the Certificate of Appropriateness with the following conditions: 

1. Install fence design Option A.

2. Call Alexandria Archaeology immediately (703-746-4399) if any buried structural

remains (wall foundations, wells, privies, cisterns, etc.) or concentrations of artifacts

are discovered during development.  Work must cease in the area of the discovery until

a City archaeologist comes to the site and records the finds.

3. The applicant/developer shall not allow any metal detection or artifact collection to be

conducted on the property, unless authorized by Alexandria Archaeology.

4. The statements in archaeology conditions #2 & #3 above shall appear in the General

Notes of all site plans and on all site plan sheets that involve demolition or ground

disturbance (including Basement/Foundation Plans, Demolition, Erosion and Sediment

Control, Grading, Landscaping, Utilities, and Sheeting and Shoring) so that on-site

contractors are aware of the requirements.
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GENERAL NOTES TO THE APPLICANT 

1. ISSUANCE OF CERTIFICATES OF APPROPRIATENESS AND PERMITS TO DEMOLISH: Applicants

must obtain a copy of the Certificate of Appropriateness or Permit to Demolish PRIOR to applying for a

building permit.  Contact BAR Staff, Room 2100, City Hall, 703-746-3833, or

preservation@alexandriava.gov for further information.

2. APPEAL OF DECISION:  In accordance with the Zoning Ordinance, if the Board of Architectural Review

denies or approves an application in whole or in part, the applicant or opponent may appeal the Board’s

decision to City Council on or before 14 days after the decision of the Board.

3. COMPLIANCE WITH BAR POLICIES:  All materials must comply with the BAR’s adopted policies unless

otherwise specifically approved.

4. BUILDING PERMITS:  Most projects approved by the Board of Architectural Review require the issuance

of one or more construction permits by Department of Code Administration (including signs).  The applicant

is responsible for obtaining all necessary construction permits after receiving Board of Architectural Review

approval.  Contact Code Administration, Room 4200, City Hall, 703-746-4200 for further information.

5. EXPIRATION OF APPROVALS NOTE:  In accordance with Sections 10-106(B) and 10-206(B) of the

Zoning Ordinance, any official Board of Architectural Review approval will expire 12 months from the date

of issuance if the work is not commenced and diligently and substantially pursued by the end of that 12-

month period.

6. HISTORIC PROPERTY TAX CREDITS:  Applicants performing extensive, certified rehabilitations of

historic properties may separately be eligible for state and/or federal tax credits.  Consult with the Virginia

Department of Historic Resources (VDHR) prior to initiating any work to determine whether the proposed

project may qualify for such credits. 
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UPDATE 

Following the Board’s approval of an addition and alterations at the subject property in September 

2018, the applicant identified further modifications that they wish to make to the front fence.   

I. APPLICANT’S PROPOSAL

The applicant is requesting revisions to the previously approved redesign of the existing front fence

at 609 South Lee Street, including:

• Installation of four shorter and narrower masonry piers

• Removal of the brick wall portion of the fence and installation of a 6-inch tall brick base

between the piers

• Installation of a new open metal fence and gate

• Relocation of the southernmost pier, as previously approved, but retaining the north pier at

its current location

The maximum height of the new fence will be 4 feet 4 inches to the top of the masonry pier. 

II. HISTORY

609 South Lee Street is a two-story, five-bay freestanding brick residential building.  According

to Ethelyn Cox in her book Historic Alexandria Virginia: Street by Street a portion of the existing

house was likely constructed ca. 1842. Given the front yard setback and shed roof form, that

structure may have been a service ell that was constructed with the expectation that a significant

addition for the main building mass would be built at the front lot line in the future – what in

Alexandria would be called a Flounder House.

The footprint of the house remained unchanged, according to the Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps, 

from 1902, the first year the house was mapped, until 1958. A large addition was constructed to 

the south of the historic house in 1967 (approved by the Board 11/9/1966) in an Italianate 

architectural style, which created a symmetrical appearance on the front elevation and making the 

historic portion of the house read as one of two symmetrical flanking bays. 

The front fence was approved by the Board on September 21, 1983 but it was modified less than 

ten years later in order to install a parking pad at the front of the residence (Case BAR #91 26, 

2/6/91). A Permit to Demolish was approved in 1997 for a rear addition that was not visible, 

however but the addition was never constructed.  On September 2018, the BAR approved a Permit 

to Demolish/Capsulate and a Certificate of Appropriateness for an addition and alterations, 

including alterations to the front fence (BAR Case #20-180343 & 0344).   

III. ANALYSIS

Staff has no objection to the more modest fence in front of 609 South Lee Street.  The lower,

thinner piers and the removal of the 3.5 foot brick base allows for greater openness into the site

while at the same time maintaining a consistent street edge in front of this property, the only one

on the west side of South Lee Street that is set back from the front property line.  The overall height

will be reduced from a maximum of 6 feet 11 inches to 4 feet 4 inches.
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When the BAR reviewed the modifications to the fence in September 2018, including moving the 

south pier to the north, they conditioned their approval on also moving the north pier to the south 

so that it was equidistance from the gate (Figure 1).   

Figure 1: BAR approved fence modifications (conditioned on moving the right column so that was 

equidistance from the front gate).  

As part of the current proposal the applicant requests approval to allow the north pier to remain in 

its current location, albeit at a lower height, because it is located on the property corner and is 

affixed to the shared fence between 609 and 607 South Lee Street. Staff supports this request 

because, unlike the previously proposed iron fence, the new fence has equally spaced pickets 

without intermediate posts, making the different fence length for the two sides imperceptible from 

the street. (see Figure 2) 

The applicant has proposed two different metal fence design options, the arrow tipped picket (A) 

and the hoop and spear (B) and, while both would be historically appropriate, staff prefers the 

simpler picket design (A).   
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Figure 2: Two metal fence options 

Staff notes that the existing fence is in the right-of-way by up to 1.5 feet and the proposed fence is 

in the same location.  Staff has not received comments from Transportation & Environmental 

Services (T&ES) regarding the alteration, but the previous fence modifications did not require an 

encroachment ordinance per T&ES.  As the proposed fence is lower and more open, staff believes 

that T&ES will find that an encroachment is not required.   

With the condition that the fence match Option A and the Alexandria Archaeology comments 

below, staff recommends approval of the application.   

STAFF 

Stephanie Sample, Acting Principal Planner, Planning & Zoning 

Al Cox, FAIA, Historic Preservation Manager, Planning & Zoning 
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IV. CITY DEPARTMENT COMMENTS

Legend: C- code requirement  R- recommendation  S- suggestion  F- finding 

Zoning  

F-1 In the Old and Historic Alexandria District, the requirement of a 3.5-foot fence in a required 

front yard may be waived or modified by the board of architectural review where the board 

finds the proposed fence would be architecturally appropriate and consistent with the 

character of the district. The revised proposed fence is lower in height than the previously 

approved fence, reducing the intensity of non-compliance with Section 7-202(A)(1). 

C-1 Proposed fence and pillars are in the public right of way and are not direct replacements. 

Applicant should contact the Department of Transportation and Environmental Services.  

Code Administration 

No Code comment.  

Transportation and Environmental Services 

No comments received.  

Alexandria Archaeology  

F-1 Historical documents indicate that portions of this house date to 1842 when John Harris 

pledged it in a deed of trust.  The lot therefore has potential to yield archaeological 

resources which could provide insight into residential life in early nineteenth-century 

Alexandria. 

R-*1 The applicant/developer shall call Alexandria Archaeology immediately (703-746-4399) 

if any buried structural remains (wall foundations, wells, privies, cisterns, etc.) or 

concentrations of artifacts are discovered during development.  Work must cease in the 

area of the discovery until a City archaeologist comes to the site and records the finds. 

R-*2 The applicant/developer shall not allow any metal detection or artifact collection to be 

conducted on the property, unless authorized by Alexandria Archaeology. 

R-3 The statements in archaeology conditions above marked with an asterisk “*” shall appear 

in the General Notes of all site plans and on all site plan sheets that involve demolition or 

ground disturbance (including Basement/Foundation Plans, Demolition, Erosion and 

Sediment Control, Grading, Landscaping, Utilities, and Sheeting and Shoring) so that on-

site contractors are aware of the requirements. 

V. ATTACHMENTS

1 – Supplemental Materials

2 – Application for BAR 2019-00193: 609 South Lee Street
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BAR Case# 
---------

ADDRESS OF PROJECT: lo()t\ $. \ if: Sl:

DISTRICT: 0 Old & Historic Alexandria □ Parker - Gray O 100 Year Old Building 

TAX MAP AND PARCEL: Qt\ . Q\ - 0'2..- \S

APPLICATION FOR: (Please check all that apply) 

[ef CERTtFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS 

1 .. PERMIT TO MOVE, REMOVE, ENCAPSULATE OR DEMOLISH 
(Required if more than 25 square feet of a structure is to be demolished/impacted) 

ZONING: _...J?::_:tt\ _____ _ 

0 WAIVER OF VISION CLEARANCE REQUIREMENT and/or YARD REQUIREMENTS IN A VISION 
CLEARANCE AREA (Section 7-802, Alexandria 1992 Zoning Ordinance) 

0 WAIVER OF ROOFTOP HVAC SCREENING REQUIREMENT 
(Section 6-403{BX3), Alexandria 1992 Zoning Ordinance) 

Applicant: 0 Property Owner isi Business (Please provide business name & contact person) 

Name: I-01?>e12,-.,.- SetJ,:\,,m c PESO aA'reS H.Ct\11"��

Address: i:OS S. "-'f\&'1\NCe:tON 51:.

State: \JA

Authorized Agent (if applicable): 0 Attorney &{ Architect 

Name: !.:OSEP=T bPAMS

E-mail: BUP @ APAAl'S l\e.C.tl\,-f;C..1"S. lo�

Legal Property Owner: 

Name: S,::�ti \'=\a,11\A,� 

Address: l?09 6 , \&E: �T •

□ 

Phone: 10:; .. !:>19 � 0b&O

City: A�'-'IPIZ:::IA State: \Jfii. Zip: 22$1-+

Phone: 8"10 - 101 - qE,02 E-mail: 5"LMt\12-@ �MAil,. CO� 

D Yes rd No Is there an historic preservation easement on this property? 
D Yes Q/No If yes, has the easement holder agreed to the proposed alterations? 
D Yes � No Is there a homeowner's association for this property? 
D Yes D No If yes, has the homeowner's association approved the proposed alterations? 

If you answered yes to any of the above, please attach a copy of the letter approving the project. 
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BAR Case# _______ _ 

NATURE OF PROPOSED WORK: Please check all that apply 

□
□ 

NEW CONSTRUCTION
EXTERIOR AL TERATIOl)f: Please check all that apply.
O awning [3'fence, gate or garden wall O HVAC equipment D shutters 
0 doors D windows D siding D shed 
D lighting D pergola/trellis D painting unpainted masonry 
D other ____________ _ 

0 ADDITION
0 DEMOLITION/ENCAPSULATION
0 SIGNAGE

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED WORK: Please describe the proposed work in detail (Additional pages may 
be attached). ,-rte I\VP\...lcAN'T \5. �G\Je'T\� fl'N ft\.,1'�'1\0N 1b pa,e\A� 1'f>t>ll0Vet> �S. fOa.
'\\'\1J" f'ION1' ,eNC.S ON ,. � .s.�. 1'\f OJ.,\G.\Nf\\. '&f\12. ftPPUU\"[10....S snowe'P "ft'\� fewc..e 
A'f ""'" &f\� w \VM I\� "tt\f: o�<,.\Nf\\.. �\1\'t �e'f,,J 11\e'fll\. f'\� A .. 'P ra,ne. "'Mis WM.l. V\)f\S 

&l'\0�o ft"f 1\-\e l)tz-We-N tM l-'C\J'Tt1) s,oe- w f\UCVJ U\g. I\��. 1\'\� ��s. ftt-1 
lt-1 tol"�\.t � C.'f sei-�eeN ,.-rte: � Pt'f\ �t'ICi. ""40 -me Q"{fj' f'\-1\N . "l't\e- Woi2-"'ttt f'\el- NeePS 1t) 
�MA\N M. C>J�N"\"\..'-1 u:>CA"'t'e'O, f"P0"\'71\\1'-' 1-N eNP 'POINT fl>� -n-t� -.J�V,0\1,,•S �NW. � 
Y\INOa. utl\N'-'E' is. "ft\6' 't\'ff\G.t\T Of- me 'f\� I\N \) tAOIA\... 'l""eN(l!r -ro t( �, MOJl9' 
INV\1'\N'-'. l,6\/el. ftS &t\DYo,aN ON 1'\'\e eu,vfrnoN �l\'Nl"1'-'. ,n� (.()\Jffl 1"\e\3- \N\U.. ll,e'1\fhN ft"t
1\'\� M� \,OCl'ffl.ON f'Ot-, "' W\� t)g..\\/ewl\'i #\NO 1tte' ...io� P\e:12- 'N\U.. se ,rr ,t\6°
W�MNT U)Ll''T\ON. 1n� U)W� tl\.mn... t'\°"6T feN(B \o fn'Tf\c.:t\W 1t> ,tt� 
.,,�, L IN"\ctt "�" "ffl\NN5\?- NON 1 6\Nte "'ttt"' '\\'6\6','\TT ,� UJWe\2-) . -ttta- 8hQ:?" 
Of ··t1·u,c.u�T "'fc�t)N� wftu.. W\\.\, "'-'C> 9e' \..CW'ceD 10 I\ t-1\VCtt U)\1'15,- \B"V� lN 

SUBMITTAL REQUIREMENTS: Hfc-12.MON'I 
w\-n-\ .,-rte W'flVI "Fe'Nte t\lJ"\CAtt1' ·

Items listed below comprise the minimum supporting materials for BAR applications. Staff may 
request additional information during application review. Please refer to the relevant section of the 
Design Guidelines for further information on appropriate treatments. 

Applicants must use the checklist below to ensure the application is complete. Include all information and 
material that are necessary to thoroughly describe the project. Incomplete applications will delay the 
docketing of the application for review. Pre-application meetings are required for all proposed additions. 
All applicants are encouraged to meet with staff prior to submission of a completed application. 

Electronic copies of submission materials should be submitted whenever possible. 

Demolition/Encapsulation : All applicants requesting 25 square feet or more of demolition/encapsulation 
must complete this section. Check NIA if an item in this section does not apply to your project. 

N/A 

� D Survey plat showing the extent of the proposed demolition/encapsulation.
g D Existing elevation drawings clearly showing all elements proposed for demolition/encapsulation.
D @' Clear and labeled photographs of all elevations of the building if the entire structure is proposed

to be demolished.
� D Description of the reason for demolition/encapsulation.
D D Description of the alternatives to demolition/encapsulation and why such alternatives are not

considered feasible. 
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BAR Case# ---------
Additions & New Construction: Drawings must be to scale and should not exceed 11" x 17" unless 
approved by staff. All plans must be folded and collated into 3 complete B 112" x 11" sets. Additional copies may be 
requested by staff for large-scale development projects or projects fronting Washington Street. Check NIA if an item 
in this section does not apply to your project. 

rd D Scaled survey plat showing dimensions of lot and location of existing building and other
structures on the lot, location of proposed structure or addition, dimensions of existing 
structure(s), proposed addition or new construction, and all exterior, ground and roof mounted 

� 
equipment. 

D FAR & Open Space calculation form. 
D Clear and labeled photographs of the site, surrounding properties and existing structures, if 

applicable. 
r1, D Existing elevations must be scaled and include dimensions. 
� D Proposed elevations must be scaled and include dimensions. Include the relationship to 

adjacent structures in plan and elevations. 
D ef Materials and colors to be used must be specified and delineated on the drawings. Actual

samples may be provided or required. 
D l:;1 Manufacturer's specifications for materials to include, but not limited to: roofing, siding, windows, 

doors, lighting, fencing, HVAC equipment and walls. 
0 0 For development site plan projects, a model showing mass relationships to adjacent properties 

and structures. 

Signs & Awnings: One sign per building under one square foot does not require BAR approval unless 
illuminated. All other signs including window signs require BAR approval. Check NIA if an item in this section does 
not apply to your project. 

N/A 

0 0 Linear feet of building: Front: _____ Secondary front (if corner lot): ____ _ 
0 0 Square feet of existing signs to remain: ____ _ 
0 0 Photograph of building showing existing conditions. 
0 D Dimensioned drawings of proposed sign identifying materials, color, lettering style and text. 
D D Location of sign (show exact location on building including the height above sidewalk). 
0 D Means of attachment (drawing or manufacturer's cut sheet of bracket if applicable). 
0 0 Description of lighting (if applicable). Include manufacturer's cut sheet for any new lighting 

fixtures and information detailing how it will be attached to the building's facade. 

Alterations: Check NIA if an item in this section does not apply to your project. 

Ntl 
D El Clear and labeled photographs of the site, especially the area being impacted by the alterations, 

all sides of the building and any pertinent details. 
0 D Manufacturer's specifications for materials to include, but not limited to: roofing, siding, windows, 

□□ 

ef' □
□ 1:21 

doors, lighting, fencing, HVAC equipment and walls. 
Drawings accurately representing the changes to the proposed structure, including materials and 
overall dimensions. Drawings must be to scale. 
An official survey plat showing the proposed locations of HVAC units, fences, and sheds. 
Historic elevations or photographs should accompany any request to return a structure to an 
earlier appearance. 
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BAR Case# _______ _ 

ALL APPLICATIONS: Please read and check that you have read and understand the following items: 

@ I have submitted a filing fee with this application. (Checks should be made payable to the City of 
Alexandria. Please contact staff for assistance in determining the appropriate fee.) 

S I understand the notice requirements and will return a copy of the three respective notice forms to 
BAR staff at least five days prior to the hearing. If I am unsure to whom I should send notice I will 
contact Planning and Zoning staff for assistance in identifying adjacent parcels. 

B I, the applicant, or an authorized representative will be present at the public hearing.

� I understand that any revisions to this initial application submission (including applications deferred 
for restudy) must be accompanied by the BAR Supplemental form and 3 sets of revised materials. 

The undersigned hereby attests that all of the information herein provided including the site plan, building 
elevations, prospective drawings of the project, and written descriptive information are true, correct and 
accurate. The undersigned further understands that, should such information be found incorrect, any 
action taken by the Board based on such information may be invalidated. The undersigned also hereby 
grants the City of Alexandria permission to post placard notice as required by Article XI, Division A, 
Section 11-301 (B) of the 1992 Alexandria City Zoning Ordinance, on the property which is the subject of 
this application. The undersigned also hereby authorizes the City staff and members of the BAR to 
inspect this site as necessary in the course of research and evaluating the application. The applicant, if 
other than the property owner, also attests that he/she has obtained permission from the property owner 
to make this application. 

APPLIC�R AUTHOR�j AGENT:

Signature:�� ---

Printed Name: De:,,.. I\\°,;,,._\ -:S c>-<.bb-c-

Date: S (6/c.o tee..
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OWNERSHIP AND DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 
Use additional sheets if necessary 

1.,_ Applicant. State the name, address and percent of ownership of any person or entity owning 
an interest in the applicant, unless the entity is a corporation or partnership, in which 
case identify each owner of more than three percent. The term ownership interest shall 
include any legal or equitable interest held at the time of the application in the real property 

h" h 
. 

th b" t f th I" t' W IC IS e su ►Jee o e app ,ca ,on. 
Name 

1. weeg.,- 0eJN1\.e"I t.Pfl""6
L (\E,,C;t>C.\ fr'T��

2
. 

3. 

"'\'OE> 

Address Percent of Ownership 

�-'Nf'E;tt�"lbN&T. NO"JI," 

2. Property. State the name, address and percent of ownership of any person or entity owning
an interest in the property located at'---___________ (address), unless the
entity is a corporation or partnership, in which case identify each owner of more than three
percent

. 
The term ownership interest shall include any legal or equitable interest held at the 

f f th I" f . th I rt h. h . th b. t f th r f ,me o e appi ,ca ,on rn e rea prope tv w re IS e su ,Jee o e appI ,ca ,on.
Name Address Percent of Ownership 

1. 6-te\/11 �Ae
bc:P\ s. �&,. \CO" I.Pf'l"n2.\C. \ A �1,1\f\Q.. 

2. 

3. 

3. Business or Financial Relationships. Each person or entity listed above (1 and 2), with an
ownership interest in the applicant or in the subject property is required to disclose any
business or financial relationship, as defined by Section 11-350 of the Zoning Ordinance,
existing at the time of this application, or within the12-month period prior to the submission of
this application with any member of the Alexandria City Council, Planning Commission, Board of
Z 

. 
A I . h B d f A h" t I R . onrng ,ppea s or ert er oar s o re ,tee ura evrew.

Name of person or entity Relationship as defined by Member of the Approving 
Section 11-350 of the Body (i.e. City Council, 

Zoning Ordinance Planning Commission, etc.) 
1. "°s�-r � f\\:1#\llo'ls. "'10Jl1 to.l\.ll-. t M7-SCQ-f'l"ra �
2. '=>1'tW1' ¥A;\.af\tlli-

e.A.tz. .PPrni.-,Clf\ �f\\L-
NONfJ 

3. 

NOTE: Business or financial relationships of the type described in Sec. 11-350 that arise 
after the filing of this application and before each public hearing must be disclosed prior 
to the public hearings. 

As the applicant or the applicant's aulhorized agenl, I hereby attest lo th
�

y ability that 
the information provided above is true and correct. �� 

2/, /-zof'f. � ... i"'c:.\ -:S:o-., .. k .. e,, 

Date Printed Name ignature 

(_A. J-.vs A ... :liJ0 
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