
Docket Item #11 & 12 

BAR #2018-00575 & 2018-00576 

BAR Meeting 

January 16, 2019 

ISSUE: Permit to Demolish/Capsulate (partial) and a Certificate of Appropriate for 

Alterations  

APPLICANT: Robert & Caroline Reich 

LOCATION: 430 South Saint Asaph Street 

ZONE:   RM/Townhouse zone

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION
Staff recommends approval of the Certificate of Appropriateness with the condition that the 

awning be retracted when not in active use.  

GENERAL NOTES TO THE APPLICANT 

1. ISSUANCE OF CERTIFICATES OF APPROPRIATENESS AND PERMITS TO DEMOLISH:

Applicants must obtain a stamped copy of the Certificate of Appropriateness or Permit to Demolish PRIOR

to applying for a building permit.  Contact BAR Staff, Room 2100, City Hall, 703-746-3833, or

preservation@alexandriava.gov for further information.

2. APPEAL OF DECISION:  In accordance with the Zoning Ordinance, if the Board of Architectural Review

denies or approves an application in whole or in part, the applicant or opponent may appeal the Board’s

decision to City Council on or before 14 days after the decision of the Board.

3. COMPLIANCE WITH BAR POLICIES:  All materials must comply with the BAR’s adopted policies

unless otherwise specifically approved.

4. BUILDING PERMITS:  Most projects approved by the Board of Architectural Review require the issuance

of one or more construction permits by Building and Fire Code Administration (including signs).  The

applicant is responsible for obtaining all necessary construction permits after receiving Board of

Architectural Review approval.  Contact Code Administration, Room 4200, City Hall, 703-838-4360 for

further information.

5. EXPIRATION OF APPROVALS NOTE:  In accordance with Sections 10-106(B) and 10-206(B) of the

Zoning Ordinance, any official Board of Architectural Review approval will expire 12 months from the

date of issuance if the work is not commenced and diligently and substantially pursued by the end of that

12-month period.

6. HISTORIC PROPERTY TAX CREDITS:  Applicants performing extensive, certified rehabilitations of

historic properties may separately be eligible for state and/or federal tax credits.  Consult with the Virginia

Department of Historic Resources (VDHR) prior to initiating any work to determine whether the proposed

project may qualify for such credits. 

http://www.dhr.virginia.gov/tax_credits/tax_credit.htm
http://www.dhr.virginia.gov/tax_credits/tax_credit.htm


2

BAR #2018-00575 & 2018-00576 
January 16, 2019 



I. ISSUE
The applicant is requesting a Permit to Demolish/Capsulate and Certificate of Appropriateness

for alterations at 430 South Saint Asaph Street.

Permit to Demolish 

South elevation, Wilkes Street 

The applicant is proposing to demolish approximately 76 square feet of the south elevation wall 

to install French doors. 

Certificate of Appropriateness 

South elevation, Wilkes Street 

The project calls for the removal of the existing utilitarian service door and the existing arbor. 

Once the service door is removed, the opening will be filled with new beaded wood siding 

toothed in to match the existing siding.  The applicant is also proposing the installation of a 

canvas retractable awning measuring 10’- 6” wide and projecting up to 10 feet from the face of 

the house.  The center wood multi-light French doors will be operable, and the flanking doors 

will be fixed.   

West elevation, South Saint Asaph Street 

The applicant proposes to replace the existing trellis above the building’s main entrance with a 

taller wood trellis and replace the existing front door surround with a new surround and 

entablature with corbels.  Five wood columns will be installed above the existing brick wall to 

support the new thirty-two feet long wood trellis along the length of the west façade. 

II. HISTORY
The three-story frame Colonial Revival style structure sits at the corner of South Saint Asaph and

Wilkes Streets. Although the nucleus of the building may be historic, it was extensively altered

in 1970s and staff believes that it should be considered a later, modern building for purposes of

review.

Previous BAR applications: 

BAR1996-00088 – for the replacement of windows and installation of a wood arbor 

BAR2016-00176 – for installation of a new gate and a HVAC wood Chippendale style screening 

BAR2016-00227 – for replacement of windows 

BAR2018-00550 – for the installation of a gas meter 

III. ANALYSIS
Permit to Demolish/Capsulate

In considering a Permit to Demolish/Capsulate, the Board must consider the following criteria

set forth in the Zoning Ordinance, §10-105(B), which relate only to the subject property and not

to neighboring properties.  The Board has purview of the proposed demolition/capsulation

regardless of visibility.

Standard Description of Standard Standard Met? 
(1) Is the building or structure of such architectural or historical interest 

that its moving, removing, capsulating or razing would be to the 

No 
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detriment of the public interest? 

(2) Is the building or structure of such interest that it could be made into 

a historic shrine? 

No 

(3) Is the building or structure of such old and unusual or uncommon 

design, texture and material that it could not be reproduced or be 

reproduced only with great difficulty? 

No 

(4) Would retention of the building or structure help preserve the 

memorial character of the George Washington Memorial Parkway? 

N/A 

(5) Would retention of the building or structure help preserve and protect 

an historic place or area of historic interest in the city? 

No 

(6) Would retention of the building or structure promote the general 

welfare by maintaining and increasing real estate values, generating 

business, creating new positions, attracting tourists, students, writers, 

historians, artists and artisans, attracting new residents, encouraging 

study and interest in American history, stimulating interest and study 

in architecture and design, educating citizens in American culture and 

heritage, and making the city a more attractive and desirable place in 

which to live? 

No 

Staff has no objection to the partial demolition of approximately seventy-six square feet of the 

south elevation wall to install four wood French doors because it does not meet any of the 

criteria above. While this is a street facing elevation, it is not the side with the front door and the 

BAR generally approves small changes on secondary façades to accommodate a more modern 

and functional interior layout and use of space.  Therefore, staff recommends that the Permit to 

Demolish/Capsulate be granted on this elevation. 

Certificate of Appropriateness (Alterations) 

The house at 430 South Saint Asaph Street is located on a corner and has no side or rear yards.  

The fence with brick piers and portions of the existing trellis on the south side were constructed 

by a previous owner within the public right-of-way and staff has required the trellis to be 

removed.  In addition, the house has two street frontages but lacks any hierarchy and has no 

obvious front door.  Staff recommended that the applicant reduce the architectural 

embellishments on the south façade an increase the detail on the west façade to visually identify 

the entrance.   

Staff, therefore, supports removal of the existing service door and arbor on the south side, the 

installation of four wood multi-light French doors and retractable awning on the south elevation.  

Because there is no rear yard on this property, this street-facing elevation is used as a side yard 

by the property owners.  The proposed retractable awning is consistent with the Design 

Guidelines with respect to material (canvas, not plastic/vinyl) and it does not obscure the 

architecture and decorative features of historic buildings and will be withdrawn when not in use. 

4

BAR #2018-00575 & 2018-00576 
January 16, 2019 



Staff also supports the proposed trellis on the west elevation to identify this as the primary 

façade.  While these garden features are typically in rear yards, the Board has routinely approved 

arbors and trellises throughout the historic district over the years and staff finds the arbor design 

to be appropriate at this mid-20th century townhouse.  Likewise, the proposed new door surround 

with corbel and entablature will emphasize that the Saint Asaph Street elevation is the building’s 

primary façade. 

Staff finds the proposed alterations to be compatible with the Colonial Revival architectural style 

of the house and recommends that the Certificate of Appropriateness should be approved, 

provided that the awning is retracted when not in use.  

STAFF 
Marina Novaes, Historic Preservation Planner, Planning & Zoning 

Al Cox, FAIA, Historic Preservation Manager, Planning & Zoning 

IV. CITY DEPARTMENT COMMENTS

Legend: C- code requirement  R- recommendation  S- suggestion  F- finding 

Zoning:  

F-1 Retractable awning will not count against open space or towards FAR. 

C-1 Proposed retractable awning projects 4’ into the public right of way facing Wilkes Street. 

The bottom of the awning must be at least 8’ above the sidewalk. 

C-2 Proposed trellis must be at least 80% open. 

Code Administration: 

No Code Administration comments. 

Transportation and Environmental Services: 

C-1 The building permit must be approved and issued prior to the issuance of any permit for 

demolition, if a separate demolition permit is required. (T&ES) 

C-2 Applicant shall be responsible for repairs to the adjacent city right-of-way if damaged 

during construction activity. (T&ES) 

C-3 No permanent structure may be constructed over any existing private and/or public utility 

easements.  It is the responsibility of the applicant to identify any and all existing 

easements on the plan. (T&ES) 

C-4 The applicant shall comply with the City of Alexandria’s Solid Waste Control, Title 5, 

Chapter 1, which sets forth the requirements for the recycling of materials (Sec. 5-1-99). 

(T&ES) 
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C-5 The applicant shall comply with the City of Alexandria's Noise Control Code, Title 11, 

Chapter 5, which sets the maximum permissible noise level as measured at the property 

line. (T&ES) 

C-6 Roof, surface and sub-surface drains be connected to the public storm sewer system, if 

available, by continuous underground pipe.  Where storm sewer is not available applicant 

must provide a design to mitigate impact of stormwater drainage onto adjacent properties 

and to the satisfaction of the Director of Transportation & Environmental Services.  

(Sec.5-6-224) (T&ES) 

C-7 All secondary utilities serving this site shall be placed underground. (Sec. 5-3-3) (T&ES) 

C-8 Any work within the right-of-way requires a separate permit from T&ES. (Sec. 5-2) 

(T&ES) 

C-9 All improvements to the city right-of-way such as curbing, sidewalk, driveway aprons, 

etc. must be city standard design. (Sec. 5-2-1) (T&ES) 

F-1 The applicant should provide a determination of disturbed area per City Guidelines to 

T&ES prior to submitting for permits. If the land disturbance meets or exceeds 2500 

square feet, a released grading plan will be required prior to submitting for permits.  

(T&ES) 

Alexandria Archaeology 

F-1 No archaeological oversight necessary for this project. 

V. ATTACHMENTS

1 – Application for BAR2018-0575 & 00576 - 430 South Saint Asaph Street 

2 – Supplemental Materials  
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/ BAR Case# ______ _

AD.DRl;:SS OF PROJECT: 1� 7, � �"'4::: 6:p-¼i"i?r 
·r•-�1"l;tiu•-�EL: 071 •04 ... (2--f ,dz,b aooMG: �f?:.t& ____ _ 

A'PPL1CAOON 'PO'R: ·(Please dhectnl1/ f'hat-app1J1 

[l('cERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS 

� P.ERMfl,-TO,MQVE. BE.MOVE, fN{rAPSl&ATE OR OEMOttSH. 
. (�f.li� if�thaA'-25.·scilJaiie �--of astn!�w-� is t��d.;i;hetff��ed}

0 WAIVER OF VISJONCLEARANCE: REQUIREMENT anator Y.ARD, REQUIREMENTS IN A VISION 
.. cLEA�Nc1; A�EA<Seetii�.14102.Al�*t�z�Qro�,, · 

· · 

0 WAIVER OF ROOFTOP HVAC SCREENING REQUIREMENT 
(Section 6-403(8)(3), Alexandria 1992 Zoning Ordinance) 

Applicant: D Property Owner CE( Business (Please provide business name & contact person)

Name: '1/·q:#-;.UJG_f i � .JA.)c, 
�ress: izqr44: �c 11;::AyUAU: ?12 1

City: � State: M£2 Zip: (2.tU3 81-
Phone:� 'lt>S--PJbl ""f>J2- E-mail: !<TfAA.¢1.�. '(t..J,,/l/L�M

□ Archi� 0""'.,:?gs!;qNE?-jet?»� 
Name: t=J.--1 Vk¼ Phone: 1/)2 �[ ..-!J/!J J2-

E-mail: ¥-TbA¢' :Ltf_. '(M4-1L, �"'1 
Legal Property Owner: 

�= (¾?� t �bl/Jr- �� 
_Aqd�: 1-.¢it? ? , '?� As.Af JJ-e;r;
-ci!,': .�A.. :$tate: � . ll_fi>: Z-t6l4 
Phone: '1t,�"'4"2,,t)t'1-'4 E-mail: c.f-€::Ja:lg-Ne_ ML ,Cb>M

D Yes i No Is there an historic preservation easement on this property? 
D Yes No If yes, has the easement 

_
holder agreed _to the proposed alterations?

D Yes: l'(o lsther.ea·bomeowner's:ass.0Ciatif8'1,n;ir..thisp�rtJ? 
0 Yes � No Lfyes, hes.�b�s.associati�amxO'.l�.tbe��ratferas?

If you answel"OO yes to anx of the. atx,.ve, pleas,e. attach·� copy ofthti �ter- approvfng the. proj'e.ct. 
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Additions & New Construction: Drawings must be to scale and should not exceed 11" x 17" unless 
a�by s(aft. Allphms,,mus.t be,fof$.d' amtoollated ;nfa,,,3' et!).mpiere-.8, 112" x tt" s.et,s. �oop;es mey be 
filtlt'SSted fJ¥ stMf fc<.�scale. d�elt,pment projfil(;fs.o,<projects frr:Jn'tmg WSistJingfe)R· Stl.9tlt.. Cheek N'/A ifi•S'El'.itlam, 
itir; this sectiw does mif. appny. fy:ii yetN p,r,)ject: 

N/A 

D Scaled SC1rvey, plat showing:dimension&"oflot and locatiem-:0f-&>fistrngbqildih:g'and other 
structures on the lot, location of proposed structure or addition, dimensions of existing 
structure(s), proposed addition or new construction, and all exterior, ground and roof mounted 
equipment. 

□ ... FAR&�S,pace��-
·:□ �CJear'9rlt;J 'ia'tieled ph�graph$ '.Gf:ibe.slte, &UO'O�ilig. Pf'.Opert1eunw;eiJstmg s�. if 

· n ble . . . . ' . . ,app .K;a . 
D · ExistillQ e�vatio'.ns. mu.st be-s�:lef!,and incfi;ipe'Clirni!nsnms. . 
.'O · P�pase(:t,ele\fa(,�ris n).U$t ·be �led aiiciJliciiu.dr/4�1lS, Include. the re�tiQ�iji� to

adjacent structures h1 ·pian and elevations� 
. . .. . .. . . . .. 

D Materials and colors to be used must be specified and delineated on the drawings. Actual 
samples may be provided or required. 

D Manufacturer's specifications for materials to include, but not limited to: roofing, siding, windows, 
�; ltgt:rti:nfh fer.lein§;. l'NAC �Oif)nrent-aryd�&, 

0 0 For develo�ent' site, plan projects, a mpdef shQ\'iing mase;r�lationships. to adj.a� properties. 
and stnict.utes: 

$.ifJns. &. A-..;.s;. One sign per twildng.ootten,w �fl!Xt.does. llPt� BAR-�al'unless. 
illurriiilated, Afl other signs including window signs require BAR approval. Check NIA if an item in this section does 
not apply to your project. 

N/A 

0 0 Linear .feet of.buUcfu:\g: Fr.o,pt ____ Seco.ndary front .{jf corner Jot): ------'-
□ 0 · S,eware feetbfeft$tin;g $"1g1.11S to!;eiii)'aih: .. 
0 . 0. ·pbQ�r,apbJ.,,o.fblllilain&J..s�� exist11'!9�)1)diticsns. . . . 

. .· .. 0 . .0 .• Oi111ettsioned'tll8Wings \O'f • pr:oP.G,Sed:islgn Jc,:leritifyli1Q mateNllS; ,notor, Jettenng ,s�le and text. 
D □ .. L-oelittief;l ])J:$}gn.:(st,IOw.$Ca¢1;JQ.catiott,;0i:r byrlcli� Jl)lcludiJ'\Q tbe height aoov.e sidewalk). 
□ D ''Meams,ef attaclirment�mg ·{:)f. marnjf�-6-QUt:1;heetof brackiit 1f appfioable).
D D Description of lighting (if applicable}, lnclud� manufacli.Jret's cut sheet for any new lighting

fixtures and information detailing how it will be attached to the building's facade. 

A�r•ttons: Cheek NIA if art iteffi,.irif this seetten dces. rwtappJ,y re your projeet:

·· NIA
@ D Clear: aJ1.d labeled ph�ograpt,s.oftheisite,.e$,pe,l:iatlythl!:!�reab�og it:np.aded, bV:thealteration�. 

�l sfdfis« the btiildfog a.64. any. �ihent d�.-ffi 
. 

. 
. . 

@ □ Manufacturer's specrfications forriiaterials to irtclucfe; but·not rrmifecfto: roofing, siding, windows; 
doors, lighting, fencing, HVAC equipment and walls. . 

rn' D Drawings accurately representing the changes to the proposed structure, including materials and 
...../ overal( di�ensions. Drawings must be t� �cale. .. . .· . . .. ·

.
. . .. . . .·• 1!l .

·□ �fl,.1a'l'Silrvey ,tal·.$�.�nQ:the·pro�bGBttQns:,of�VA'C>l!lnfts,.�poes,'��-�-
D ·□ . i-flStcrie'e'�v.afioliS or �ho"tQQiiaphsshould aeeompany:any requestw,reti:im a str�ur-e ·to an . 

·,aatrier.�p��amoe. . .. . . 
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Aft• �PPf.fC.ATfON8: Pl�e �d.andr;fteck tltat,;you,ka.ve cead aAff.undetst&lld·fJl&.fQll�ililg-itMts; 

a('. I have submitted.a filing feer'f/ith thisappli¢atfon.: (Check$$hould beimad�.pa-�ble,tathe Citygf 
Al�andf� !?Le� c;anta� s�fo.n-a,ssj��' ii!HieteaDrnng#"Je.appr;u�j:�fi$.} 

ri I understand the notice requirements and will return a copy of the three respective notice forms to 
BAR staff at least five days prior to the hearing. If I am unsure to whom I should send notice.I will 
contact Planning and Zoning staff for assistance in identifying adjacent parcels. 

w J,ibe�ptioartt, ,or,an ,autbotim.d ,�_presentativ.e will .b.e.p,ie$Sr;it.iafthe._pulillc heati.D,g. 

� f undens:tand that-.any12.vis°i:')AS·t<!l.tliis"iriitiahappfieation:�ubn:iis$iqn{incl1Jdirt9sppficafiorns.d.eier-red 
.Jor,� �(be�m$$.n�· * .the:8AR,9t;ipP,�.n,eMal fmOJ1�nd3 ��:<i(�rsechma1enals. 

To� u�r�tg;� Ol!l'i!bY . .µ-tests that attof tn�_infq,rm,trQn1,!lereir.,1.pr&Vic:led ih,cludiog;�the site planrl)tlild�'
ielev.a.MlilS, p-llaSpective :tkawir,_tg$iof the project, c.ant

f 

wntteA descripfiwe "inklrmaftGncar,e true, �:aoo 
. aooµ� .. "The· untle$igAet:ffurthert.1ncie�rnds tf-1¥rt; .sl!lould s,�c;lfin�.�tiom be .found :incc��. any. 
·adbfa_:ia)cel!l.:Q¥�tme:Bea:����,sa(:�),�.�Ql!l-.,�.pe/it.i��:- .Tl)le,lll:��ig:'11ed-,1so· lltere'by 
gr:ants. the, City _-of Al�ndria penninioti to, pa&t pl�r-d notk:e;as.:r:�ufr-e-o by Micie-XI, bi:vision A.

· S�cll(M) 11•30·1 {8) of the 1 -992' Al�a,;i.dri� City Z-or;,illg QrdinilA�ei on.the proper;ty whi� is the swbjea af
tlils a'ppl�ion. · The. undel'signed atso hereby atlthorizes the Cit)': $ff and memtrers of.the B'AA to- -
inspect this site as necessary in the course of research and evaluating the application. The applicant, if 
other than the property owner, also attests that he/she has obtained permission from the property owner 
to make this application. 
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