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MEMORANDUM 
 
DATE:  OCTOBER 1, 2018  
 
TO:  VICE-CHAIRMAN MACEK AND MEMBERS OF PLANNING 

COMMISSION 
    
FROM: KARL MORITZ, DIRECTOR OF PLANNING AND ZONING 
   
SUBJECT: OCTOBER 2, 2018 PLANNING COMMISSION HEARING,  
  DOCKET ITEM #6: TEXT AMENDMENT #2018-0007 
      
 

This memorandum is provided in response to requests received from Mr. Macek for additional 
context and clarifications regarding athletic fields with lighting on public lands owned and/or 
managed by Alexandria City Public Schools (ACPS) or the Department of Recreation, Parks, 
and Cultural Activities (RPCA). 

Contextual Review of Lighted Athletic Fields 

An inventory of the requested sites and additional information is found in Table 1 that follows. 
In addition to 21 lighted athletic fields, there are 20 tennis courts, 7 basketball courts, and 3 dog 
parks that are lighted. The addresses are hyperlinked and will open a Google map for the 
location. 

• Except as noted below, all facilities are operated by RPCA.  
• Facilities located on ACPS property but managed by RPCA include those at Minnie 

Howard, Ramsey, Hammond, and Patrick Henry schools. 
• All RPCA programs are scheduled to end by 10 p.m. consistent with Title 6-1-1. 
• Special Event Activities may request lights past 10 p.m. and would be subject to the 

special events permit process adopted by City Council. 
• Fields with built-in public address systems include Boothe, Simpson (2), and Frank 

Mann. 
o Permits are not required for these built-in public address systems. 
o RPCA obtains a seasonal noise permit for City-sponsored concert series 

consistent with Title 9-6-2 requiring permits for concerts. 
o Special event activities may request noise permits concurrent with the special 

events permit process. 
• Lighted courts are controlled by timers which turn off all lights by 10 p.m. 

All City-wide parks and neighborhood parks have plans. If the plan does not state lighting then it 
is not intended for the future. Lighting such an area would need to come through the Park 
Commission first and then eventually make its way into the CIP. Other than replacement lights at 
Hensley, there are no new lighting projects in the CIP.  



 

RPCA Use of Parker-Gray Stadium 

• RPCA does not manage or program Parker-Gray Stadium or the T.C. Williams tennis 
courts.  

• Proposed stadium improvements were initiated by ACPS and RPCA is not a partner in 
the modernization project.  

• RPCA submits a Facility Use Request form to ACPS to receive a permit for use. ACPS 
receives, approves and schedules all activities, rentals or non-school events, including 
RPCA activities, pursuant to ACPS Policy KG and associated regulations pertaining to 
community use of school facilities. The policy states eligible groups and use priority. 

Current scheduled uses by RPCA of Parker-Gray Stadium are shown in Table 2 that follows. 

 

 
Existing and Potential Uses of Parker-Gray Stadium 

Table 3 summarizes current and potential future uses at Parker-Gray Stadium as provided by 
ACPS. ACPS has stated that the addition of lights will allow additional use opportunities and 
flexibility of scheduling for T.C. Williams athletics in order to reduce the use of other sites in the 
city. However, it is not anticipated at this time that all sports practices or sports games will be 
able to be relocated to T.C. Williams.  Due to growing enrollment and anticipated scheduling 
needs, some use of Minnie Howard, George Washington, Francis C. Hammond, and/or Witter 
Park will continue but to a lesser extent than currently used.  ACPS states that in addition to 
providing flexibility in athletic scheduling and allowing more students to play on the field 
located on the grounds of their school, lights will enable T.C. Williams students (and opponents 
traveling to Alexandria) to remain in classes longer without having to leave class early on game 
days. 

Staff notes that there may not be events held every day during the proposed days and times in 
Table 3.  The hours of use in Table 3 are consistent with the proposed time of use conditions for 
Parker-Gray Stadium found in Table 4 on page 20 of the DSUP#2017-0016 Staff Report, 
reprinted below. The conditions allow for the proposed lighting to be on for a limited time after 
the conclusion of the event so that the fields can be safely vacated. The conditions also limit use 
of the public address systems during games or events. The public address system may not be 
used for practices or daily uses associated with ACPS academic or athletic programs. 

Table 2

Event Season Date Time Used
Citywide Track Meet (Annual) 3rd Saturday in May 9:00 AM-1:00 PM
Titan Track Club Practice June 1 - August 15 Tuesdays & Thursdays 6:00 PM-8:00 PM
Adult Soccer League April 1 - June 30 Sundays 8:00 AM-1:00 PM

RPCA Events at Parker-Gray Stadium



 

 

Public High Schools and Built Surroundings 

Staff performed a visual survey of 30 public high schools in neighboring jurisdictions in order to 
understand the surrounding context around those schools, which all include on-site athletic fields 
including football fields with bleachers and lighting.  

The list is found in Table 5 and clicking the hyperlinked school name will open a Google map 
for each site. There is variation, and the analysis is subjective and visual, but approximately 2/3 
of the schools have nearby residential development. The conditions could include residential 
properties that directly abut athletic fields, or the school grounds, or many portions thereof. 
While each school site is unique, of the public high schools surveyed, it is a more common 
condition for the schools and athletic fields to be surrounded by residential uses than to be in 
isolated locations. 

City Staff looks forward to discussing these items with the Planning Commission at the October 
2nd hearing. 

Table 4
Time of Use Conditions Summary

Day Hours for Facility 
Rentals1

Tennis 
Courts 
Lights 
Off2

Lights 
Off3

Sound 
Off

Lights 
Off4

Sound 
Off5

Monday 8AM-10:30 PM 10:00 PM 8:30 PM   --  8:30 PM 8:00 PM
Tuesday 8AM-10:30 PM 10:00 PM 8:30 PM   --  8:30 PM 8:00 PM
Wednesday 8AM-10:30 PM 10:00 PM 8:30 PM   --  8:30 PM 8:00 PM
Thursday 8AM-10:30 PM 10:00 PM 8:30 PM   --  8:30 PM 8:00 PM
Friday 8AM-10:30 PM 10:00 PM 8:30 PM   --  10:15 PM 10:00 PM
Saturday 8AM-10:30 PM 10:00 PM 8:30 PM   --  10:15 PM 10:00 PM
Sunday 8AM-10:30 PM 10:00 PM 8:30 PM   --  8:30 PM 8:00 PM

1Per ACPS Policy KG "Community Use of School Facilities" for all school facilities
2By timer, per DSUP2013-0014 Condition #1G
3Proposed Condition #126
4Proposed Condition #127

ACPS Academic & 
Athletic Programs

ACPS Athletic Events 
and  Community Use

Parker-Gray Stadium



Table 1
RPCA & ACPS Athletic Fields & Courts with Lights

Park/School Name1 Org2 Address3 Zone4 Acreage5 Lighted Recreational Facilities6 Setback (ft)7 Setback Point8

Minnie Howard RPCA 3701 West Braddock Rd POS 5.38
Synthetic Soccer Field, Tennis 
Courts (2), Baseball Field

27.41 Synthetic Soccer Field (edge of field)

TCW Football Field (Existing) ACPS 3300 King St R-20 Football Field 55.00 Track/Field (inside of track)

TCW Football Field (Proposed) ACPS 3300 King St R-20 Football Field 55.00 Track/Field (inside of track)

Eugene Simpson Stadium RPCA 426 E. Monroe Ave POS 9.94
60' Baseball Field, 90'Baseball 
Field, Basketball, Dog Park9 69.36 60' Baseball Field (edge of field)

Limerick Field RPCA 340 Hooffs Run Dr CDD11 2.37 Synthetic Soccer Field 72.59 Synthetic Soccer Field (edge of field)

Four Mile Run RPCA 4131 Mount Vernon Ave POS 46.75
Regulation Soccer Field, Adult 
Softball Field, 90' Baseball Field

79.93
Regulation Soccer Field (Light pole 
base)

Armistead Boothe RPCA 520 Cameron Station Blvd CDD9 10.81
Adult Softball Field, Basketball 
Courts, Tennis Courts (2)

104.14 Adult Softball Field (edge of field)

Nannie J. Lee Center RPCA 1108 Jefferson St POS 14.60
Youth Softball Field, Basketball 
Courts, Tennis Courts (2)

100.54 Youth Softball Field (edge of field)

Ben Brenman RPCA 4800 Brenman Park Dr CDD9 59.30
Synthetic Soccer Field, 60' 
Baseball Field, Dog Park9 165.67 60' Baseball Field (edge of field)

Fort Ward Park & Historic Site RPCA 4421 West Braddock Rd POS 5.00 Synthetic Soccer Field 172.17 Synthetic Soccer Field (edge of field)

Luckett Field RPCA 3540 Wheeler Ave POS 3.31 Adult Softball Field 214.14 Adult Softball Field (edge of field)

Joseph Hensley Park RPCA 1800 Limerick St POS 21.66
Adult Softball Fields #1, #2, #3, 
Regulation Soccer Field

293.36
Central Adult Softball Field (edge of 
field)

Witter Field RPCA 2700 Witter Dr POS 13.70
Adult Softball Field, Synthetic 
Soccer Fields #1 & #2

314.18 Adult Softball Field (edge of field)

(Continued)

Fields

http://maps.google.com/maps?f=q&source=s_q&hl=en&geocode=&q=3701+West+Braddock+Road,+Alexandria,+VA&sll=38.820384,-77.054071&sspn=0.01197,0.027251&gl=us&ie=UTF8&hq=&hnear=3701+W+Braddock+Rd,+Alexandria,+Virginia+22302&t=h&z=15
https://www.google.com/maps/place/3300+King+St,+Alexandria,+VA+22302/@38.8236595,-77.0874143,849m/data=!3m2!1e3!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x89b7b16eaef93c21:0xeda9bb09a8125659!8m2!3d38.8236553!4d-77.0852256
https://www.google.com/maps/place/3300+King+St,+Alexandria,+VA+22302/@38.8236595,-77.0874143,849m/data=!3m2!1e3!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x89b7b16eaef93c21:0xeda9bb09a8125659!8m2!3d38.8236553!4d-77.0852256
http://maps.google.com/maps?f=q&source=s_q&hl=en&geocode=&q=426+Monroe+Avenue,+Alexandria,+VA&sll=38.862802,-77.049604&sspn=0.100248,0.211143&gl=us&ie=UTF8&hq=&hnear=426+E+Monroe+Ave,+Alexandria,+Virginia+22301&ll=38.821922,-77.056754&spn=0.006269,0.021329&t=h&z=16
https://www.google.com/maps/place/340+Hooffs+Run+Dr,+Alexandria,+VA+22314/@38.7985051,-77.0620475,399m/data=!3m1!1e3!4m5!3m4!1s0x89b7b1adb7d495d1:0xee5b5d5dc52db8a5!8m2!3d38.7980255!4d-77.0607412
http://maps.google.com/maps?f=q&source=s_q&hl=en&geocode=&q=3700+Commonwealth+Avenue,+Alexandria,+VA&sll=38.807583,-77.03897&sspn=0.00627,0.013196&gl=us&ie=UTF8&hq=&hnear=3700+Commonwealth+Ave,+Alexandria,+Virginia+22305&t=h&z=16
https://www.google.com/maps?f=q&source=s_q&hl=en&geocode&q=520+Cameron+Station+Boulevard,+Alexandria,+VA&sll=38.808463,-77.075415&sspn=0.00627,0.013196&ie=UTF8&hq&hnear=520+Cameron+Station+Blvd,+Alexandria,+Virginia+22304&t=h&z=16
http://maps.google.com/maps?f=q&source=s_q&hl=en&geocode=&q=3540+Wheeler+Avenue,+Alexandria,+VA&sll=38.840761,-77.067676&sspn=0.008006,0.013089&gl=us&ie=UTF8&hq=&hnear=3540+Wheeler+Ave,+Alexandria,+Virginia+22304&t=h&z=16
http://maps.google.com/maps?f=q&source=s_q&hl=en&geocode=&q=4800+Brenman+Park+Drive,+Alexandria,+VA&sll=38.813236,-77.067063&sspn=0.00627,0.013196&ie=UTF8&hq=&hnear=4800+Brenman+Park+Dr,+Alexandria,+Virginia+22304&t=h&z=16
https://www.google.com/maps/place/4421+W+Braddock+Rd/@38.830912,-77.1049126,17z/data=!4m2!3m1!1s0x89b7b3dfd3c07011:0x9cab9a3cc140aea8
http://maps.google.com/maps?f=q&source=s_q&hl=en&geocode=&q=3540+Wheeler+Avenue,+Alexandria,+VA&sll=38.840761,-77.067676&sspn=0.008006,0.013089&gl=us&ie=UTF8&hq=&hnear=3540+Wheeler+Ave,+Alexandria,+Virginia+22304&t=h&z=16
https://maps.google.com/maps?q=2700+Witter+Drive,+Alexandria,+VA&hl=en&hnear=Witter+St,+Alexandria,+Virginia+22314&gl=us&t=h&z=16


Table 1  (Continued)
RPCA & ACPS Athletic Fields & Courts with Lights

Park/School Name1 Org2 Address3 Zone4 Acreage5 Lighted Recreational Facilities6 Setback (ft)7 Setback Point8

Carlyle RPCA 450 Andrews Lane CDD1 2.96 Tennis Courts (2), Dog Park9 0.00 Tennis Courts (edge of court)

Hunter Miller Park RPCA 224 North Fayette St CRMU/M 0.32 Basketball Court 3.90 Basketball Court (edge of court)

Ramsey Elementary RPCA 5700 Sanger Ave RA 10.94 Tennis Courts (2), Basketball 84.46 Tennis Courts (edge of court)

Hammond RPCA 4646 Seminary Rd R-20, R-8 18.97 Hockey/Skating Rink 86.50 Hockey/Skating Rink (edge of rink)

Patrick Henry Elementary RPCA 4643 Taney Ave R12 11.56
Tennis Courts, Basketball Courts, 
Playground

98.37 Tennis Courts (edge of court)

Potomac Yard RPCA 2501 Potomac Ave CDD10 23.40 Tennis Courts 118.85 Tennis Courts (edge of court)

TCW Tennis Courts ACPS 3300 King St R-20 19.88 Tennis Courts 132.38 Tennis Court (light pole base)

Ewald Park RPCA 4452 Duke St POS 3.88 Basketball Courts 147.52 Basketball Courts (edge of court)

Montgomery Park RPCA 901 North Royal St POS 2.01 Tennis Courts 172.70 Tennis Courts (edge of court)

Chinquapin RPCA 3210 King St POS 52.89 Tennis Courts 210.01 Tennis Courts (edge of court)

9 Only lighted dog parks are included in this spreadsheet.

1 The name of the park, or the school if the subject lighted recreational facility is located at a school.
2 The organization that operates the lighted recreational facility, which is either Recreation, Parks & Cultural Activities (RCPA) or Alexandria City Public Schools (ACPS).
3 The address of the park or school. The addresses are linked to open up the property in Google Maps.
4 The zoning of the park or school.
5 The acreage of the park or school. The column does not list the acreage of indivudal recreational facilities. Acreages numbers were pulled from the RCPA website as well as the City's online GIS 
mapping software.

Courts & Rinks

6 The recreational facility at the park or school that has lights.
7 The setback from the the "Setback Point" to the closest residential property line. Setback measurements taken using the measuring tools available on the City's interactive ParkLink GIS mapping 
software. The mapping software has a measuring accurancy of +/- 3 feet according to City GIS Staff. Residential property can be any type (single-family, multi-family, etc.).
8 The lighted facility from which the setback was measured. Setbacks for closest lighted faclities may be measured from the edge of a recreational field, or a light pole or structure associated with 
the lighted facilty, whichever is closer.

http://maps.google.com/maps?f=q&source=s_q&hl=en&geocode=&q=450+Andrews+Lane,+Alexandria,+VA&sll=38.805264,-77.121644&sspn=0.006271,0.013196&ie=UTF8&hq=&hnear=Andrew%27s+Ln,+Alexandria,+Virginia+22314&t=h&z=16
https://www.google.com/maps/place/224+N+Fayette+St,+Alexandria,+VA+22314/@38.8076269,-77.0546091,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x89b7b0ff1eb878bd:0x6a46f8761067a256!8m2!3d38.8076227!4d-77.0524204
http://maps.google.com/maps?f=q&source=s_q&hl=en&geocode=&q=5700+Sanger+Avenue+Alexandria,+VA&sll=38.817182,-77.088639&sspn=0.011971,0.027251&gl=us&ie=UTF8&hq=&hnear=5700+Sanger+Ave,+Alexandria,+Virginia+22311&t=h&z=15
http://maps.google.com/maps?f=q&source=s_q&hl=en&geocode=&q=4646+Seminary+Road,+Alexandria,+VA&sll=38.832398,-77.060703&sspn=0.006268,0.013196&gl=us&ie=UTF8&hq=&hnear=4646+Seminary+Rd,+Alexandria,+Virginia+22304&t=h&z=16
http://maps.google.com/maps?f=q&source=s_q&hl=en&geocode=&q=4643+Taney+Avenue+Alexandria,+VA&sll=38.812197,-77.038741&sspn=0.011971,0.027251&gl=us&ie=UTF8&hq=&hnear=4643+Taney+Ave,+Alexandria,+Virginia+22304&t=h&z=15
https://maps.google.com/maps?f=q&source=s_q&hl=en&geocode=&q=2501+Potomac+Avenue,+Alexandria,+VA&aq=0&oq=2501+Potomac+Ave&sll=38.815114,-77.090823&sspn=0.100048,0.250454&vpsrc=0&ie=UTF8&hq=&hnear=2501+Potomac+Ave,+Alexandria,+Virginia+22305&t=m&z=16&iwloc=A
https://www.google.com/maps/place/3300+King+St,+Alexandria,+VA+22302/@38.8236595,-77.0874143,849m/data=!3m2!1e3!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x89b7b16eaef93c21:0xeda9bb09a8125659!8m2!3d38.8236553!4d-77.0852256
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Ewald+Park/@38.811539,-77.1086962,212m/data=!3m2!1e3!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x89b7b22b5535e9e7:0x6b27db27418b401c!8m2!3d38.811538!4d-77.108149
http://maps.google.com/maps?f=q&source=s_q&hl=en&geocode=&q=901+North+Royal+Street+Alexandria,+VA&sll=38.833423,-77.069993&sspn=0.011968,0.027251&gl=us&ie=UTF8&hq=&hnear=901+N+Royal+St,+Alexandria,+Virginia+22314&t=h&z=15
http://maps.google.com/maps?f=q&source=s_q&hl=en&geocode=&q=3210+King+Street,+Alexandria,+VA&sll=38.819638,-77.045951&sspn=0.006269,0.013196&ie=UTF8&hq=&hnear=3210+King+St,+Alexandria,+Virginia+22302&t=h&z=16


Table 3

Use Season Field Date/Time Field Date/Time
Physical Education All T.C. Williams M-F 8:30 AM- 3:30 PM T.C. Williams M-F 8:30 AM- 3:30 PM
JV & Varsity Football Fall T.C. Williams M-F 3:30 PM- 7:00 PM

Sat 8:00 AM- 5:00 PM
T.C. Williams M-Th 8:30 AM- 8:00 PM

F 3:30 PM- 10:00 PM
Sat 8:00 AM- 10:00 PM

Track&Field/
Cross Country

All T.C. Williams M-F 3:30 PM- 6:30 PM
Sat 8:00 AM- 12:00 PM

T.C. Williams M-Th 8:30 AM- 8:00 PM
F 3:30 PM- 10:00 PM
Sat 8:00 AM- 10:00 PM

Freshman Football Fall Francis C. Hammond M-F 3:30 PM- 6:30 PM Francis C. Hammond/
T.C. Williams

M-Th 8:30 AM- 8:00 PM
F 3:30 PM- 10:00 PM
Sat 8:00 AM- 10:00 PM

Varsity Boys Lacrosse Spring Francis C. Hammond M-F 3:30 PM- 6:30 PM
(Later if Games)

Francis C. Hammond/
T.C. Williams

M-Th 8:30 AM- 8:00 PM
F 3:30 PM- 10:00 PM
Sat 8:00 AM- 10:00 PM

Field Hockey Fall Minnie Howard M-F 3:30 PM- 6:30 PM Minnie Howard/
T.C. Williams

M-Th 8:30 AM- 8:00 PM
F 3:30 PM- 10:00 PM
Sat 8:00 AM- 10:00 PM

JV & Varsity Girls 
Lacrosse

Spring Minnie Howard M-F 3:30 PM- 6:30 PM
(Later if Games)

Minnie Howard/
T.C. Williams

M-Th 8:30 AM- 8:00 PM
F 3:30 PM- 10:00 PM
Sat 8:00 AM- 10:00 PM

JV Boys Lacrosse Spring George Washington M-F 3:30 PM- 6:30 PM George Washington/
T.C. Williams

M-Th 8:30 AM- 8:00 PM
F 3:30 PM- 10:00 PM
Sat 8:00 AM- 10:00 PM

Baseball Spring Simpson Field N/A Simpson Field N/A
Softball Spring Witter N/A Witter N/A
Soccer Spring Witter Park M-F 3:30 PM- 6:30 PM 

(Later if Games)
Witter Park/
T.C. Williams

M-Th 8:30 AM- 8:00 PM
F 3:30 PM- 10:00 PM
Sat 8:00 AM- 10:00 PM

Parker-Gray Stadium Uses by ACPS
Current Use Potential Future Use

NOTE: It is anticipated at this time that the addition of lights will open up a lot more opportunities and flexibility of scheduling for T.C. athletics to 
reduce some of the use of other sites; however, it is not anticipated at this time that all sports practices or sports games will be able to be 
relocated to T.C. Williams.  Due to growing enrollment and anticipated scheduling needs, some use of Minnie Howard, George Washington, 
Francis C. Hammond, and/or Witter Park will still be necessary; however, not to the extent currently used.  In addition to providing flexibility in 
athletic scheduling and allowing more students to play on their home field, lights also provide an educational benefit, by enabling T.C. students 
(and our opponents traveling to Alexandria) to remain in their classes longer and not having to leave class early for games.



Table 5
Peer Public High Schools in the Region

School System VHSL 
District

Lights Proximity of Residential Uses
to Athletic Facility

Centreville FCPS Concorde Y Distant.
Chantilly FCPS Concorde Y Subdivisions abutting.
Oakton FCPS Concorde Y Subdivisions abutting very close.
Westfield FCPS Concorde Y Distant.
Madison (Vienna) FCPS Concorde Y Subdivisions abutting very close.
Annandale FCPS Gunston Y Distant.
Hayfield FCPS Gunston Y Distant.
Mount Vernon FCPS Gunston Y Subdivisions across ROW.
West Potomac FCPS Gunston Y Subdivisions abuttting and across ROW.
T.C. Williams ACPS Gunston N   --  
Herndon FCPS Liberty Y Subdivisions abutting.
Langley FCPS Liberty Y Subdivisions abutting.
McLean FCPS Liberty Y Subdivisions across ROW.
South Lakes FCPS Liberty Y Distant.
Washington-Lee APS Liberty Y Urban context. Front yards face fields across ROW.
Yorktown APS Liberty Y Urban context. Front yards face fields across ROW.
Edison FCPS National Y Distant.
Falls Church FCPS National Y Subdivisions abutting.
Jefferson FCPS National Y Subdivisions abutting.
Lee- Springfield FCPS National Y Subdivisions nearby.
Marshall - George C. FCPS National Y Distant.
Justice FCPS National Y Parts of subdivisions abutting field.
Wakefield APS National Y Closest public H.S. to TC. 

Parts of subdivisions abutting field.
Fairfax FCPS Patriot Y Subdivision abutting but distant.
Lake Braddock FCPS Patriot Y Subdivisions abutting.
Robinson FCPS Patriot Y Distant.
South County FCPS Patriot Y Distant.
West Springfield FCPS Patriot Y Subdivisions across ROW.
WT Woodson FCPS Patriot Y Distant.
George Mason H.S. FCCPS Bull Run Y Distant.

https://www.google.com/maps/place/Chantilly+High+School/@38.8789708,-77.4076107,773m/data=!3m1!1e3!4m5!3m4!1s0x89b645dbff5d0b11:0x145a21d7890fcf79!8m2!3d38.8792665!4d-77.4067169
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Chantilly+High+School/@38.8785178,-77.4086718,774m/data=!3m1!1e3!4m5!3m4!1s0x89b645dbff5d0b11:0x145a21d7890fcf79!8m2!3d38.8792665!4d-77.4067169
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Oakton+High+School/@38.8804015,-77.2859745,767m/data=!3m1!1e3!4m5!3m4!1s0x89b64bfc21e889d3:0xadbf7ab1176ff030!8m2!3d38.8773783!4d-77.2825465
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Westfield+High+School/@38.8850473,-77.4664701,819m/data=!3m2!1e3!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x89b644041126f511:0x1867ee6fe8989a02!8m2!3d38.8850473!4d-77.4642814
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Madison+High+School/@38.89689,-77.2824209,327m/data=!3m1!1e3!4m5!3m4!1s0x89b64bdebb53f7bf:0xcd646ba5bfdccd7!8m2!3d38.8964568!4d-77.2785044
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Annandale+High+School/@38.8233227,-77.2103914,326m/data=!3m1!1e3!4m5!3m4!1s0x89b64d277b7add81:0xf624089b5b35475a!8m2!3d38.8222822!4d-77.2076386
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Hayfield+Secondary+School/@38.750849,-77.1454021,821m/data=!3m2!1e3!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x89b7ada3c1ff74cf:0x5b8bac7bc14ba546!8m2!3d38.750849!4d-77.1432134
https://www.google.com/maps/search/mount+vernon+high+school/@38.7300771,-77.0929593,461m/data=!3m1!1e3
https://www.google.com/maps/place/West+Potomac+High+School/@38.7733671,-77.0747541,526m/data=!3m1!1e3!4m5!3m4!1s0x89b7b1c516fcacbf:0xb44f548e6550d7c7!8m2!3d38.7743791!4d-77.0718216
https://www.google.com/maps/place/T.C.+Williams+High+School+King+Street+Campus/@38.8240598,-77.0876732,579m/data=!3m1!1e3!4m5!3m4!1s0x89b7b16bf0aeee9b:0x3a3a4904a5c9502b!8m2!3d38.8236629!4d-77.0844451
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Herndon+High+School/@38.9861279,-77.3771264,772m/data=!3m2!1e3!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x89b6378ad19d7ae9:0x7b616edff1b31773!8m2!3d38.9861238!4d-77.3749377
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Langley+High+School/@38.9519903,-77.1683685,613m/data=!3m1!1e3!4m5!3m4!1s0x89b7ca9a1cfd9e55:0x4473714c95f94f6d!8m2!3d38.9499727!4d-77.1667348
https://www.google.com/maps/place/McLean+High+School/@38.923381,-77.1873297,819m/data=!3m2!1e3!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x89b7b54894536a45:0x186d7877dbdf37d0!8m2!3d38.923381!4d-77.185141
https://www.google.com/maps/place/South+Lakes+High+School/@38.9329209,-77.3429239,819m/data=!3m1!1e3!4m5!3m4!1s0x89b6484e74897763:0x63eec973a55271cb!8m2!3d38.931059!4d-77.33848
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Washington+Lee+High+School/@38.887849,-77.1123282,819m/data=!3m2!1e3!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x89b7b42eccbcbf33:0x68706d89d1dc0e3f!8m2!3d38.887849!4d-77.1101395
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Yorktown+High+School/@38.9008651,-77.141924,457m/data=!3m1!1e3!4m5!3m4!1s0x89b7b5ac2d759545:0x3021aedc560d9aed!8m2!3d38.9026941!4d-77.1408765
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Edison+High+School/@38.781387,-77.1355006,652m/data=!3m1!1e3!4m5!3m4!1s0x89b7b271a56595b3:0xc10ce3c112f9913!8m2!3d38.7827184!4d-77.1339066
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Falls+Church+High+School/@38.860184,-77.2109777,544m/data=!3m1!1e3!4m5!3m4!1s0x89b64ca7ca046dd5:0x1d3d68c48fdbf5b9!8m2!3d38.8619112!4d-77.2063375
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Thomas+Jefferson+High+School+for+Science+and+Technology/@38.8206409,-77.1697286,458m/data=!3m1!1e3!4m5!3m4!1s0x89b7b2e02877e895:0xc12f564af4d3bcab!8m2!3d38.8185123!4d-77.1687535
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Lee+High+School/@38.7794128,-77.1718324,548m/data=!3m1!1e3!4m5!3m4!1s0x89b7b29f0a733fff:0xe63667d196acdf45!8m2!3d38.779857!4d-77.169821
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Marshall+High+School/@38.9049868,-77.2160438,820m/data=!3m1!1e3!4m5!3m4!1s0x89b64ad8b312f901:0xdbe71942a694a2cf!8m2!3d38.905904!4d-77.2123123
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Justice+High+School/@38.8566331,-77.1495815,579m/data=!3m1!1e3!4m5!3m4!1s0x89b7b37fd516be51:0x6c9064eb8ce46a77!8m2!3d38.8567073!4d-77.1494511
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Wakefield+High+School/@38.8487239,-77.1117497,652m/data=!3m1!1e3!4m5!3m4!1s0x89b7b3fbc2a8dc97:0xb7f6f3d95b7c1a2d!8m2!3d38.8477401!4d-77.1117173
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Fairfax+High+School/@38.8598925,-77.2883563,819m/data=!3m2!1e3!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x89b64ea788d8f0d5:0x7e75ec2a0aa65be2!8m2!3d38.8598925!4d-77.2861676
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Lake+Braddock+Secondary+School/@38.8056213,-77.2630394,444m/data=!3m1!1e3!4m5!3m4!1s0x89b64deb5055255f:0x447317f281c1e511!8m2!3d38.803391!4d-77.265172
https://www.google.com/maps/place/James+W+Robinson,+Jr.+Secondary+School/@38.8171111,-77.3070768,820m/data=!3m2!1e3!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x89b64e6c6908becd:0xa42c0a451d5cff2b!8m2!3d38.8171111!4d-77.3048881
https://www.google.com/maps/place/South+County+High+School/@38.7196624,-77.2434738,818m/data=!3m1!1e3!4m5!3m4!1s0x89b65375b1421e2f:0x11f8bd2f0b4f46f8!8m2!3d38.7174282!4d-77.2385395
https://www.google.com/maps/place/West+Springfield+High+School/@38.785656,-77.2439645,491m/data=!3m1!1e3!4m5!3m4!1s0x89b64d80104ca8cd:0x996c16caf30ef9c0!8m2!3d38.786203!4d-77.2403357
https://www.google.com/maps/place/W.+T.+Woodson+High+School/@38.837534,-77.2786607,826m/data=!3m1!1e3!4m5!3m4!1s0x89b64c2f0d94dee9:0x8244404f80333ba4!8m2!3d38.8402362!4d-77.275978
https://www.google.com/maps/place/George+Mason+High+School/@38.8984628,-77.1938384,819m/data=!3m1!1e3!4m5!3m4!1s0x89b7b4d4aaf8eb43:0x8a574c6d6aa83434!8m2!3d38.8965952!4d-77.1914022
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Resolution of the Board of Directors of Seminary Hill Association, Inc. 
 
Re:  Text Amendment #2018-0007  Lighting for Congregate Recreational Facilities 
 
 
Whereas, the Alexandria Planning Commission is to consider on October 2 a text amendment to 
the Zoning Code entitled “Lighting for Congregate Recreational Facilities” that potentially could 
have adverse effects on virtually every neighborhood in the City of Alexandria; and 
 
Whereas, this text amendment would permit 80-foot lighting structures on every playing field, 
public or private, over the entire City; and 
 
Whereas, a sweeping change of this magnitude to the Zoning Ordinances normally requires 
considerable community outreach by the City and ample input by homeowners and others 
potentially affected before any formal action by the Planning Commission and City Council; and 
 
Whereas, on this text amendment there appears to be a lack of transparency and a rush to 
judgment,  
 
Now therefore: the Board of Directors of Seminary Hill Association, Inc., respectfully requests 
that the item be withdrawn from the Planning Commission docket of October 2, 2018 and be 
subject first to public scrutiny and a vetting process by City officials. 
 
Adopted by the Board of Directors on September 23, 2018 
 



Text Amendment #2018-0007 Lighting for Congregate Recreational Facilities  

September 28, 2018 

Dear Mr. Kearns, 

My wife and I live adjacent to Fort Ward Park in Alexandria, VA. and we learned of this proposed text 
amendment that will be heard at your meeting on October 2, 2018.  Please add these comments to the 
public record. 

This proposed change in the way we handle decisions in Alexandria's parklands concerns us for the 
following reasons. 

First, as an adjacent property owner to Fort Ward Park we think it would have been appropriate for the 
City of Alexandria to notify us of an action that may impact our home and property.   

Second, the Special Use Permit (SUP) process for new actions in Alexandria parks has proven to be 
successful and unsuccessful.  The Fort Ward Park Soccer Field went through the existing process and it 
gave residents an opportunity be participate in the city's decision-making process.  

Years ago an SUP was also done for the parking lot, building and warming hut behind the Fort Ward Park 
Museum.  More complicated than the soccer field this SUP forms an understanding between city leaders 
and residents about the uses of this part of the park.  Unfortunately after this review and approval process 
city leaders took numerous development actions within the park adjacent to Marlboro Estates and the 
Oakland Baptist Church Cemetery.  These actions included creation of a nursery, maintenance yard, 
vehicle storage area, solid waste transfer station and storage area.  The actions were taken without any 
public notice, input or Special Use Permit.  The actions disregarded African American family graves in 
the maintenance yard and the proximity of these uses to residential homes and the church cemetery.  As a 
result of circumventing the Special Use Permit process these illegal actions there was a public outroar 
against the activities and the city's unilateral activities.    

Unfortunately this clash between community and city leaders resulted in a loss of trust, time and 
money.  Fortunately city leaders, against the wishes of city department heads and advisory commission 
members agreed to cooperatively develop a management plan for the park.  Third, given that a 
management plan has been agreed to, and sets forth guidance for future development within Fort Ward 
Park, it makes sense to exempt Fort Ward Park from your proposal. 

 In the decade that I have been involved with city leaders working to improve the management use and 
development of Fort Ward I have regularly seen a reluctance on the part of city managers and staff to 
inform and work with the community they serve.  Communicating early with residents, especially 
neighbors, can rebuild trust as well as save the city time and money. 

 Thank you. 

 Sincerely, 

 J.  Glenn Eugster and Deborah Weatherly 

4022 Ellicott Street 

Alexandria, VA.  22304 

 



9/20/2018 Mail - PlanComm@alexandriava.gov

Opposition to proposed text amendment to allow athletic lights by
aministrative process

Please record my opposition to the propised amendment.  Changes like this have a significant impact on citizen's quality of life and
property values. Taller lights should be allowed only after citizens have the opportunity to express their views to elected officials who should
make decisions each time after considering citizen input. These decisions should not be delegated to non-elected city staff.

Sent from my Sprint Samsung Galaxy S® 6.

don.brady06 <don.brady06@comcast.net>

Thu 9/20/2018 2:17 PM

To:PlanComm <PlanComm@alexandriava.gov>;
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