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Alexandria Democratic Committee Resolution on Urging the City of Alexandria
to Significantly Increase City Council Member Salaries

A RESOLUTION urging the City of Alexandria to significantly increase City Council members’ salaries for the next elected
body, building in a mechanism for an annual increase, and use an unbiased process with community input to determine
the increased values.

WHEREAS, In Alexandria, we want to attract qualified, diverse candidates from all backgrounds to run for City Council;
and avoid discriminating against people running for office who cannot afford the position at its current salary.

WHEREAS, City Councilmembers put in countless hours and beyond 40-hour work-weeks to serve the City of Alexandria.
This includes duties and activities ranging from citizen engagement, to international diplomacy, to administrative tasks
and budget meetings.? The Mayor is always on call, and in times of emergency works even more hours.

WHEREAS, Alexandria is growing city with its population increasing by 11% from 2010 to 2016 {140,006 to 155,810
residents). The number of Councilmembers has not increased despite the larger population to serve.? As such, there is a
corresponding increase in work as in the number of constituents.

WHEREAS, Alexandria City Councilmembers have not received a salary increase since 2002, not even to account for

inflation. The decision in 2002 was to increase the next elected body’s salaries by $8,000 (35.5% increase) for Mayor and
by $7,500 {37.5% increase) for Council Members.®

WHEREAS, the neighboring Loudon County Board of Supervisors approved a 62% pay raise for members to take effect in
2020, and will then increase by 2% each year of the next board’s term.*

WHEREAS, the current salary for Alexandria Mayor is $30,500 and City Council Member is $27,500, and has been since
2002.5 The salary of the City manager, City attorney, and City clerk in 2014 alone were $263,869, $223,825, and
$140,457 respectively, on par with neighboring jurisdictions.®

WHEREAS, Alexandria City Councilmembers’ salaries are the lowest in the area by a delta of more than $15,000 from the
next closest salary — this includes equivalent position salaries in Arlington, Fairfax, Loudoun, and Prince William
jurisdictions.’

WHEREAS, the City of Alexandria’s 2015 income per capita is $54,861 and 2015 median household income is $89,134.%

WHEREAS, The City of Alexandria brought up the topic of increasing City Council salaries in 2005 2012 ($5,500 and
$7,500 raise for Mayor and Council Members)'°, and 2015 ($17,500 pay raise)** to no avail.

WHEREAS, The City of Alexandria average annual salary for regular City employees on the General Schedule increased by
1.9% from 2014 to 2015,22 1.6% from 2015 to 2016,** and 3.11% from 2016 to 2017."* Annually, the City Manager will
recommend a budget for general salary adjustmenis based upon overall competitive posture of the organization, market
rate adjustments, comparator organizations in the primary labor market, and financial affordability. '

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Alexandria Democratic Committee urges that the City of Alexandria significantly
increase City Council members’ salaries for the next elected body, building in a mechanism for an annual increase, and
use an unbiased process with community input to determine the increased values. -
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