
From: Caren Camp via Call.Click.Connect. <CallClickConnect@alexandriava.gov>

Sent: Tuesday, January 09, 2018 10:23 AM

To: CCC PZ Dev

Subject: Call.Click.Connect. #136907: Development Project Inquiries I am against the taco bell 

planned...

Dear Call.Click.Connect. User 

A request was just created using Call.Click.Connect. The request ID is 136907. 

Request Details: 

This is a "public" request. Information may be provided to anyone who requests it. 

• Name: Caren Camp

• Approximate Address: No Address Specified

• Phone Number: 703-519-5219

• Email: ctcamp@gmail.com

• Service Type: Development Project Inquiries

• Request Description: I am against the taco bell planned for 417 King St . this is not the type of restaurant we want
in Old town. ( The Subway is already awful!)
this is a huge chain that will create unsightly crowds and trash and nuisance.
Caren & John Camp
residents of Old Town

• Expected Response Date: Sunday, January 14

Please take the necessary actions in responding, handling and/or updating this request at the Call.Click.Connect. staff 
interface. 

If you need assistance with handling this request, please contact CallClickConnect@alexandriava.gov or call 
703.746.HELP. 

This is an automated email notification of a Call.Click.Connect. request. Please do not reply to this email. 
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From: Cityworks.Mail@alexandriava.gov

Sent: Thursday, January 11, 2018 4:56 PM

Subject: Service Request: 136908

Dear Call.Click.Connect. User 

A request was either just created or updated using CityWorks. 

Please take the necessary actions in responding, handling and/or updating this 

request. 

Request Number: 136908 

Date / Time Reported: 1/9/2018 10:26:57 AM 

Description: Planning & Zoning - Inqs, Compliments 

Problem Code: PZ_FEEDBACK 

Problem Address: 

Initiated By: User, CCC 

Submitted To PLZ, FEEDBACK 

Dispatched To WALENTISCH, KRISTEN 

Prj Complete Date 1/14/2018 10:26:57 AM 

Caller Information 

Call Name Home Address Home 

Phone 
Work 

Phone 
Email 

GORDON SPEED 703-447-

1976

GORDON.SPEED@GMAIL.COM

Questions and Answers 

Call Questions Answers 

Comments:  

By User, CCC : 1/9/2018 10:26:57 AM 

This is a "public" request. Information may be provided to anyone who requests it. 

⭣⭣Initial customer description⭣⭣ 

I am opposed to the proposed TB Cantina on the 400 block of King Street. While i typically support 

redevelopment of underused properties the proposed TB Cantina , it operating plans and offerings 

do not fit within the historical district of Old Town. The proposed operating hours will do nothing to 

improve our community but only to degrade our community as drawing in or keeping those who 

“should call it a night” around our town and thus leading to many of the activities associated with 

late night dining establishments, litter, noise complaints, loitering, vehicle issues, assaults and 

other petty crimes. Approval of this restaurant goes against the fabric of this community and i hope 

the planning committee listens to it citizens and opposed this TB Cantina.
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From: Ann Horowitz

Sent: Wednesday, January 24, 2018 3:31 PM

To: Kristen Walentisch

Subject: FW: Taco Bell

For 417 King Street SUP 

From: Yvonne Callahan [mailto:yvonneweightcallahan@gmail.com] 

Sent: Thursday, January 11, 2018 11:22 AM 

To: Ann Horowitz; Indy 

Subject: Taco Bell 

Good morning Ann.  

I have been getting these SUP applications very regularly these days, but not the Taco Bell one.  If there is any 

way I can be pretty certain of staying on the list, I would appreciate it. 

This is of course something that OTCA is very concerned about, which is why I am copying Indy McCall our 

current President on this one. 

First, I''m glad that there is no contemplated sale of alcohol for off premises use. 

But., a 2:00 AM closing?  Do you recall what the Burger Fi closing hours were?  2:00 am a block from 

residences seems a troublesome mix. 

thanks Yvonne 
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In support of Taco Bell Cantina 

Planning Commission:

I am writing in support of the Taco Bell Cantina application. King Street recently lost two fast casual options (BurgerFi and 

BGR). The new Taco Bell Cantina will be a good option for people who aren't well served by the existing restaurant options 

such as school groups and families on a budgeat.

In addition, I support the restaurant’s proposed hours of service. This area of King St has numerous other restaurants and bars 

open late (Don Taco, Lighthorse, Fish Market, Murphys, PX, O'Connells, etc). There is also a 24 hour CVS across the street from 

the proposed location. Lastly, this location is set back from King Street and not bordered by any residences.

I understand this application may not fit into some residents’ personal vision of Old Town. I also hear other concerns about 

nuisance, noise, parking or litter. Alexandria has a robust set of ordinances to address these issues if they arise. We should not 

let fear drive our decisions, instead we should encourage new businesses on King St and use the tools we have to make 

adjustments if nuisances occur.

King Street should be a diverse place that provides options at all price and accessibility levels. I encourage the Planning 

Commission to support the new business proposal.

Katie Robbins

1201 Cameron Street

Robbins <catherinemrobbins@gmail.com>Katie 

Wed 2/7/2018 10:37 AM 

To:PlanComm <PlanComm@alexandriava.gov>; 

Page 1 of 1Mail - PlanComm@alexandriava.gov

2/15/2018https://outlook.office.com/owa/PlanComm@alexandriava.gov/
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pro Taco Bell Cantina 

Hello, I would like to see the Planning Commission allow the Taco Bell Cantina to open an establishment in Old Town Alexandria. 

As a resident of Old Town, I think the Cantina's branding and food offerings will bring late 20 to mid 30 somethings to dine and 

will provide a delightful contribution to the Old Town community. That specific demographic often has disposable income that 

would benefit our community. With 52 seats and a new patio, the 300 daily customers will likely continue on to other Old Town 

establishments for shopping and entertainment. Finally, I appreciate how the Cantina will be a different type of offering in the 

community, whereas many of the restaurants on the Kings St. strip are very similar. 

Best,

Julie McGuire

401 Mount Vernon Avenue

McGuire <juliemcguire24@gmail.com>Jules 

Wed 2/7/2018 4:13 PM 

To:PlanComm <PlanComm@alexandriava.gov>; 

Page 1 of 1Mail - PlanComm@alexandriava.gov

2/15/2018https://outlook.office.com/owa/PlanComm@alexandriava.gov/
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In Support of Taco Bell Cantina 

Planning Commission:

I am writing in support of the Taco Bell Cantina application. King Street recently lost two fast casual 

options (BurgerFi and BGR). The new Taco Bell Cantina will be a good option for people that aren't well 

served by the existing restaurant options such as school groups and families on a budget. 

In addition, I support the restaurants proposed hours of service. This area of King St has numerous other 

restaurants and bars open late (Don Taco, Lighthorse, Fish Market, Murphys, PX, O'connells, etc). There is 

also a 24 hour CVS. In addition this location is set back from King Street and not bordered by any 

residences. 

I understand this application may not fit into some residents personal vision of Old Town. I also hear other 

concerns about nuisance noise, parking or litter. Alexandria has a robust set of ordinances to address 

these issues if they arise. We should not let fear drive our decisions, instead we should encourage new 

businesses on King St and use the tools we have to make adjustments  if nuisances occur. 

King Street should be a diverse place that provides options at all price and accessibility levels. I encourage 

Planning Commission to support the new business proposal. 

David Robbins

1201 Cameron St. 

Sent from my iPhone

Robbins <daverobbins@gmail.com>Dave 

Tue 2/6/2018 2:33 PM 

To:PlanComm <PlanComm@alexandriava.gov>; 

Page 1 of 1Mail - PlanComm@alexandriava.gov

2/22/2018https://outlook.office.com/owa/PlanComm@alexandriava.gov/
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SUP #2017-0122 - Letter of Support 

Dear Sirs:

I understand that the Planning Commission ’s agenda for this evening includes SUP #2017-0122, for a 

proposed Taco Bell Cantina at 417 King Street.  I write in support of this application.

I am a resident of Rosemont, and frequently visit Old Town; I expect that I would patronize this restaurant 

for informal dining, and that it would enhance and complement the existing eating options along King 

Street.

Additionally, based on the staff report, I understand that prior comments have asserted that a national 

chain would be incompatible with the historic district.  Respectfully - and as the Planning Commission is 

aware - the building at issue is not historic, and there are already numerous national chains within a few 

blocks of the proposed location.  To the extent there may be high-level concerns about the retail mix in 

Old Town, this permit application is simply not the proper venue for them.

Jol Silversmith

323 East Oak Street

Alexandria, VA 22301

(703) 371-5616

jol@thirdamendment.com

A. Silversmith <jol@thirdamendment.com>Jol 

Tue 3/6/2018 6:37 AM 

To:PlanComm <PlanComm@alexandriava.gov>; 

Page 1 of 1Mail - PlanComm@alexandriava.gov

3/6/2018https://outlook.office.com/owa/PlanComm@alexandriava.gov/
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Letter of support for Taco Bell location on King St 

Dear members of the planning commission, 

I am writing to express my support for this project and for its proposed hours of operation. 

I am a retail business and employer in Old Town Alexandria. I have four full time hourly staff and over a dozen contractors who 

work for me. It is important to our small business community that we be able to attract and retain employees to work in our retail, 

restaurants and offices. Without a variety of affordable food options, Old Town is not a particularly attractive place to work. At 

present, my employees have only Chipotle and Subway for food priced less than $8 or $10 per meal. While this city is considering 

a meals tax to pay for affordable housing, we are fighting against establishments like Taco Bell who provide an important service 

to our working community here. it is our lower wage shift workers, hotel employees, kitchen staff who need to eat affordably late 

at night when their shifts end. This Taco Bell location sits in the middle of a large number of hotel and restaurant wage workers 

who would benefit from an affordable meal late at night. It also would occupy a commercial building entirely too large for a small 

business. This building also sits back from King and is notoriously terrible for retail foot traffic. If a national chain can occupy this 

vacant space and create tax revenue, they should be allowed to do so, particularly when they are providing a product that our 

working class community desperately needs. Lastly, there are no residential homes next to this location. Those who live on 

Cameron have chosen to live in the middle of our prime commercial district and are already surrounded by establishments open 

late at night (several bars and busy hotels), including a particularly active CVS location.  

I would encourage you to support a vibrant and diverse business community when making your decision. 

Thank you,

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
Danielle Romanetti
Owner
fibre space | fibrespace.com
1319 Prince Street
Alexandria, VA 22314
phone 703-664-0344 | Instagram fibrespace
Find us on Ravelry: Fans of fibre space

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Romanetti <danielle@fibrespace.com>Danielle 

Tue 3/6/2018 3:54 PM 

To:PlanComm <PlanComm@alexandriava.gov>; 

Page 1 of 1Mail - PlanComm@alexandriava.gov

3/6/2018https://outlook.office.com/owa/PlanComm@alexandriava.gov/



Taco Bell Cantina 

Dear Planning Commission,

I write to express strong support for the application by Taco Bell Cantina to open at 417 King Street.  I am both a 
resident of the City of Alexandria as well as an employee of the City, who works in Old Town.  One of the greatest 
frustrations as an employee is the lack of affordable food options in the area.  Adding a restaurant like Taco Bell, 
which has obviously designed this project to fit in with the character of Old Town would go a big step towards 
remedying this problem.  I realize that Taco Bell is a chain and that this is generally frowned upon in Old Town.  
However, the conceptualized project is tasteful, stands out from normal Taco Bells and would be a great addition to 
the neighborhood.  I enthusiastically support this proposal and hope the Commission approves it.

David Lord
1005 Russell Road
Alexandria, VA 22301

Lord <dal80521@yahoo.com>David 

Tue 3/6/2018 3:37 PM 

To:PlanComm <PlanComm@alexandriava.gov>; 

Page 1 of 1Mail - PlanComm@alexandriava.gov

3/6/2018https://outlook.office.com/owa/PlanComm@alexandriava.gov/
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