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Application General Data 
Public hearing and consideration of 
a request for park improvements 
consisting of a new scoreboard and 
batting cages 

Planning Commission 
Hearing: 

November 9, 2017 

City Council  
Hearing: 

November 18, 2017 

Address: 4800 Brenman Park Drive 
 

Zone:   
 

CDD #9 

Applicant:   City of Alexandria 
Department of Recreation, Parks & 
Cultural Affairs 

Small Area Plan: 
Eisenhower West 
 
 

Potomac West 

Staff Recommendation: APPROVAL subject to compliance with all applicable codes and 
ordinances and the recommended permit conditions found in Section III of this report. 
 
Staff Reviewers:  Alex Dambach, AICP, alex.dambach@alexandriava.gov  
                              Femi Adelakun, femi.adelakun@alexandriava.gov  
 

PLANNING COMMISSION ACTION, NOVEMBER 9, 2017: By unanimous consent, the 
Planning Commission voted to recommend approval of Special Use Permit #2017-0087. 
 

mailto:alex.dambach@alexandriava.gov
mailto:femi.adelakun@alexandriava.gov
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I.  DISCUSSION 
 
The applicant, the City of Alexandria, Department of Recreation, Parks and Cultural Activities, 
requests special use permit approval to add a scoreboard and batting cages to the existing ball 
field at Ben Brenman Park, located at 4800 Brenman Park Drive. 
 

SITE DESCRIPTION  
 

The subject property is one irregularly-shaped lot of record with 240 feet of frontage on Duke 
Street, approximately 1,950 feet of frontage on Somerville Street, and a total lot area of 
approximately 60 acres. The site is occupied by Ben Brenman Park.   
 

 
 
The surrounding area is occupied by a mix of residential and commercial uses. Immediately to 
the west is the Cameron Station residential community. To the north across Duke Street is All 
Veterans Park along Holmes Run, the Alexandria Public Library, and the Foxchase Shopping 
Center. To the east across Holmes Run is the 4600 Duke Street condominium building and a 
neighborhood of semi-detached residential units. 
  

BACKGROUND 
 
Through the Federal Land to Park Program of the United States Department of Interior, the 
subject site, formerly the Cameron Station Quartermaster Depot was transferred to the City for 
use as a park. City Council approved CDD#96-01 to establish CDD#9 for residential, 
commercial, and open space development within Cameron Station. City Council approved 
SUP#98-0048 on June 13, 1998 for Ben Brenman Park, known then as East End Park, and the 
park was completed in September 2001. City Council approved two subsequent SUPs for 
additional park amenities: SUP#2006-0057 to add a park playground and SUP #2010-0006 for 
lighting at two existing athletic fields. In June 2014, City Council approved The Citywide Parks 
Improvement Plan that incorporated enhancements to Ben Brenman Park. In accordance to the 
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citywide parks improvement plan, City Council approved SUP #2015-0128 to add lighting and 
expand the Ben Brenman dog park on April 16th 2016.  
 
Through this application, the applicant proposes construction of a new scoreboard and the 
addition of a linear split batting cage. These installations are part of the park upgrades presented 
at the Park and Recreation Commission (PRC) public hearing on June 15, 2017. The motion 
passed by unanimous voice vote. This project is to be funded by a 1:1 matching award through The 
Community Matching Fund which is used to promote partnerships among City of Alexandria 
community organizations by providing matching funds for groups that independently raise funds for 
park and recreation improvement projects.  
 
In order to ensure additional public participation, the Department of Recreation, Parks, and Cultural 
Activities (RPCA) held a community meeting at the park on October 25, 2017 for additional 
community input on the proposed improvements. This meeting was communicated through two 
eNews broadcasts on October 11 and 12, 2017, through emails to HOA Board and Civic 
Associations for both Cameron Station and Wakefield Tarleton neighborhoods, flyers 
distributed at the Cameron Station Civic Association meeting of October 17, 2017, and also 
through postings on the RPCA Facebook and Twitter pages.  
 
        PROPOSAL 
 
The applicant proposes to add a score board and batting cages to the ball field at Ben Brenman 
Park. The proposed scoreboard is a standard lit Nevco 1600 model sized 16’L x 5’H x 8”D 
(4.88 x 1.52 x .20 meters), and it is to be constructed of aluminum. The scoreboard would have 
1” white outline striping and a hanging weight of approximately 260 lbs. (118 kg) or 315 lbs. 
(143 kg) with displays for electronic team names (ETN’s).  
 

 
Figure 1: Nevco 1600 model 
 
The proposed batting cages to be installed on the Ben Brenman park ball field are two 12‘ x 60‘ 
cages to be built tandem to one another. The cages are to be 12 ft. high with a standard cage net 
of 12’ H x 14’W. The proposed batting cage model is the TUFFframe Tensioned outdoor 70’ 
batting cage model.  
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Figure 2: TUFFframe tensioned outdoor 70’ batting cage 

 
The ball field is expected to close at 10:00pm daily, at which time the new scoreboard will be 
turned off and the batting cage closed. 
 

PARKING 
 
Based on industry standards, 35 parking spaces are typically needed for each baseball and 
softball game. For soccer, 38 parking spaces are usually required for each game. When the park 
is at its heaviest use, at times when three soccer games and one baseball game are occurring 
simultaneously, the parking need is estimated at 149 spaces. The park currently includes 210 
parking spaces exceeding the anticipated requirements. There are additional spaces along 
Somerville Street, as shown in the application package.  
 

ZONING/MASTER PLAN DESIGNATION 
 

The subject property is located in the CDD#9 zone and the Landmark/Van Dorn Small Area 
Plan chapter of the Master Plan which designates the property for park use.  
 
II. STAFF ANALYSIS 
 
Staff supports the request of the Department of Recreation, Parks, and Cultural Activities to add 
a scoreboard and batting cage at Ben Brenman Park. Staff views the scoreboard and batting 
cage as positive additions that will improve the quality of evening play and better meet the 
recreational needs of residents in surrounding neighborhoods. Staff found that proposed park 
improvements will have no negative impact on surrounding neighborhoods and residents.  
Although the scoreboard is proposed to face south; away from close-by residential 
neighborhoods, staff has included condition 1 to ensure that the scoreboard is operated until 10 
p.m. in uniformity with the existing lighting timetable of the park. 
 
In conclusion, staff believes the score board and batting cages will increase the quality of 
already existing facilities on the ball field and would be a benefit to the community. Staff 
recommends approval, subject to the conditions contained in Section III of this report. 
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III. RECOMMENDED CONDITIONS 
 
Staff recommends approval subject to compliance with all applicable codes and ordinances and 
the following conditions: 
 
1. The scoreboard shall be turned off no later than 10 p.m. each night. (P&Z) 

 
2. Applicant shall be responsible for repairs to the adjacent City right-of-way if damaged 

during construction activity. (T&ES) 
 

3. No permanent structure may be constructed over any existing private and/or public 
utility easements.  It is the responsibility of the applicant to identify any and all existing 
easements on the plan. (T&ES) 

 
STAFF: Alex Dambach, Director, Land Use Regulatory Services, 
Department of Planning and Zoning; 
Femi Adelakun, Department of Planning and Zoning. 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
Staff Note: In accordance with section 11-506(c) of the zoning ordinance, construction or 
operation shall be commenced and diligently and substantially pursued within 18 months of the 
date of granting of a special use permit by City Council or the special use permit shall become 
void. 
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IV. CITY DEPARTMENT COMMENTS 
 
Legend: C - code requirement R - recommendation S - suggestion F - finding 
 
Transportation & Environmental Services: 
F-1 Transportation Planning, OEQ and Floodplain have no comments. 
 
F-2  A minor amendment to SIT1996-00019 shall be submitted and released prior to 

submitting for any required permits. (T&ES) 
 
C-1  A Grading plan/Site plan amendment showing all improvements and alterations to the 

site shall be required prior to any land disturbing activities and must be approved prior 
to issuance of a building permit.(5-6-224) (T&ES) 

 
C-2 An erosion and sediment control plan must be approved by T&ES prior to any land 

disturbing activity greater than 2500 square feet subject to the Exceptions described in 
Section 5-4-5. An erosion and sediment control bond shall be posted prior to release of 
the grading plan. (Sec.5-4-1.1) (T&ES) 

 
C-3 The applicant shall comply with the provisions of Article XIII Environmental 

Management Ordinance of the City of Alexandria. (T&ES) 
 

C-4 All improvements to the City right-of-way such as curbing, sidewalk, driveway aprons, 
etc. must be City standard design. (Sec.5-2-1) (T&ES) 
 

C-5 Any work within the right-of-way requires a separate permit from T&ES. (Sec. 5-361) 
(T&ES) 
 

C-6 The applicant shall comply with the City of Alexandria's Noise Control Code, Title 11, 
Chapter 5, which sets the maximum permissible noise level as measured at the property 
line. (T&ES) 

Code Enforcement: 
No comments received 
 
Health Department: 
No comments 
 
Police Department: 
No comments received 
 
Fire 
No comments or concerns  



APPLICATION 

SPECIAL USE PERMIT 

SPECIAL USE PERMIT # ______ _ 

PROPERTY LOCATION: 4800 Bre nman Park Drive

TAX MAP REFERENCE: 059.01-02-0 1  ZONE: CDD 
APPLICANT: 

------------------ -------

Name: City of Alexandria, Department of Recreation, Parks and Cultural Activities

Address: _____ 1_ 1_o_a_J_ e_ff_e_rs_o_n_S_ t_ re_e_t_, _A_le_x_a_n_dr_ia_v_a_2_2_3_1 _4 ____ _ 

PROPOSED USE: Addition of a scoreboard and batting cage to Ben Brenman Baseball Field

@THE UNDERSIGNED, hereby applies for a Special Use Permit in accordance with the provisions of Article XI, 
Section 4· 11 ·500 of the 1992 Zani ng Ordina nee of the City of Alexandria, Virginia. 

DTHE UNDERSIGNED, having obtained permission from the property owner, hereby grants permission to the 
City of Alexandria staff and Commission Members to visit, inspect, and photograph the building premises, land etc., 
connected with the application. 

OTHE UNDERSIGNED, having obtained permission from the property owner, hereby grants permission to the 
City of Alexandria to post placard notice on the property for which this applicatfon is requested, pursuant to Article IV, 
Section 4-1404(0)(7) of the 1992 Zoning Ordinance of the City of Alexandria, Virginia. 

OTHE UNDERSIGNED, hereby attests that all of the information herein provided and specifically including all 
surveys, drawings, etc., required to be furnished by the applicant are true, correct and accurate to the best of their 
knowledge and belief. The applicant is hereby notified that any written materials, drawings or illustrations submitted 
in support of this application and any specific oral representations made to the Director of Planning and Zoning on 
this application wm be binding on the applicant unless those materials or representations are clearly stated to be non
binding or i[[ustrative of general plans and Intentions, subject to substantial revision, pursuant to Article XI, Section 
11-207(A)(10), of the 1992 Zoning Ordinance of the City of Alexandria, Virginia.

_J_a _m_e _s_S _ p_e_ n...;;.g_le_r _, D_ire_c_t _or _____ ,�;,___-��--+�----"--7} ,D f ·-
Print Name of Applicant or Agent � 
1 108 Jefferson S treet 

Mailing/Street Address 

Alexandria, VA 
City and State 

2231 4 
Zip Code 

Telephone# Fax# 

james.spengler@alexandriava.gov 
Email address 
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Cameron Station Civic Association 
200 Cameron Station Blvd. 

Alexandria, VA 22304 

September 25, 2017 

 Via Email 

Mayor Silberberg, City Council and the Planning Commission 
City Hall 
301 King Street 
Alexandria, Virginia 22314 

Re: Ben Brenman Score Board and Batting Cages (October 3, 2017 Planning Commission 
Hearing Consent Calendar Item 3) 

Dear Mayor Silberberg and Members of City Council and the Planning Commission: 

The board of the Cameron Station Civic Association (“CSCA Board”) respectfully 
requests deferment of the above-referenced item for the October 3 Planning Commission 
meeting until such time as community input on the proposal has been obtained by City staff. 

The CSCA Board appreciates the City’s past attempts in getting public input on many 
matters which has resulted in the City getting awards for the way it handled the Eisenhower West 
Small Area Plan. However, we found out about the proposal to put a batting cage and scoreboard 
in Ben Brenman Park by happenstance. No one from City staff bothered to contact us or our 
homeowners association nor are we aware of any other West End civic association that was 
contacted by City staff to discuss this proposal and obtain public input.  

To make matters worse, this is the second time in less than thirty days that the City staff 
has ignored public outreach. On August 25, I happened to find out through an email to the Ad 
Hoc Eisenhower West/Van Dorn Implementation Advisory Group, that a docket item for the 
September 5 Planning Commission meeting would be plans for the Carpenter Shelter to use 
Landmark Mall for 18-24 months. Again, City staff made no attempt for public outreach.   

The CSCA Board is not writing for or against the proposal to put a batting cage and 
scoreboard in Ben Brenman Park. What we are asking for is due process and for City staff to 
conduct public outreach before any decision is made by Planning Commission on this matter.   

If there are any questions concerning these comments, please contact the undersigned at 
aimpastato@earthlink.net, or by phone at (703) 567-5075. 
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Sincerely, 

/s/ 

Arthur A. Impastato 
1st Vise President 
Cameron Station Civic Association 
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Kristen Walentisch

From: Dana Wedeles

Sent: Thursday, October 12, 2017 4:13 PM

To: Jack Browand; Alex Dambach; Kristen Walentisch; Ann Horowitz

Subject: FW: RPCA to hold Community Meeting on Proposed Ben Brenman Ballfield 

Improvements

FYI, for your records. 

From: Dana Wedeles  

Sent: Thursday, October 12, 2017 4:11 PM 

To: 'sararose0409@gmail.com' <sararose0409@gmail.com>; 'angie.kochukudy@gmail.com' 

<angie.kochukudy@gmail.com>; 'gillianmabrey@gmail.com' <gillianmabrey@gmail.com>; 'cvonschoening@yahoo.com' 

<cvonschoening@yahoo.com>; 'ntingen@verizon.net' <ntingen@verizon.net>; 'aimpastato@earthlink.net' 

<aimpastato@earthlink.net>; president@cameronstation.org 

Cc: Bonnie Petry (bonnie.petry@outlook.com) <bonnie.petry@outlook.com>; Jack Browand 

<Jack.Browand@alexandriava.gov> 

Subject: FW: RPCA to hold Community Meeting on Proposed Ben Brenman Ballfield Improvements 

Please see the eNews below. We hope you or a representative from your association can join. 

From: Alexandria eNews [mailto:noreply@everbridge.net]  

Sent: Wednesday, October 11, 2017 5:16 PM 

To: Jack Browand <Jack.Browand@alexandriava.gov> 

Subject: RPCA to hold Community Meeting on Proposed Ben Brenman Ballfield Improvements 

You are subscribed to the free Alexandria eNews service. Replies to this message will not be 
received. For correspondence, please use the contact information in the body of the 
message.   

Department of Recreation, Parks and Cultural Activities to hold 
Community Meeting on Proposed Ben Brenman Baseball Field 
Improvements 
For Immediate Release: October 11, 2017 

The Department of Recreation, Parks and Cultural Activities and Alexandria Little League will hold a 
community meeting on October 25 at 6 p.m. at the Ben Brenman baseball field, 4800 Ben Brenman 
Drive, to discuss proposed ballfield improvements including batting cages and a scoreboard. 
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The proposed scoreboard is a standard lit scoreboard planned near the left-field foul pole. The batting 
cages are proposed alongside the first base line of the ballfield. As planned, the batting cages would 
be built tandem to one another in order to stay away from underground utilities. 

Alexandria Little League is a partner with the Department of Recreation, Parks and Cultural Activities 
for this project. They received a community matching fund award through the Park and Recreation 
Commission in July 2017 with the understanding that the project is contingent upon a Special Use 
Permit. The Planning Commission will consider the project at its November 7, 2017 hearing. 

For information on this project and the Community Matching Fund 
visit https://www.alexandriava.gov/98149 or contact Dana Wedeles at Dana.Wedeles@alexandriava.gov 
or 703.746.5491. 

The City of Alexandria is committed to compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, as 
amended. To request a reasonable accommodation, e-mail dana.wedeles@alexandriava.gov or call 
703.746.5491, Virginia Relay 711. 

To change your subscription choices, click here to login.  To request removal of your account, email 
enews@alexandriava.gov.  
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Kristen Walentisch

From: Dana Wedeles

Sent: Thursday, October 12, 2017 4:14 PM

To: Jack Browand; Alex Dambach; Ann Horowitz; Kristen Walentisch

Subject: FW: RPCA to hold Community Meeting on Proposed Ben Brenman Ballfield 

Improvements

From: Dana Wedeles  

Sent: Thursday, October 12, 2017 4:12 PM 

To: boardofdirectors@cameronstation.org; 'jdellaria@gmail.com' <jdellaria@gmail.com> 

Cc: Jack Browand <Jack.Browand@alexandriava.gov> 

Subject: FW: RPCA to hold Community Meeting on Proposed Ben Brenman Ballfield Improvements 

Please see the eNews below. We hope you or a representative from your association can join. 

From: Alexandria eNews [mailto:noreply@everbridge.net]  

Sent: Wednesday, October 11, 2017 5:16 PM 

To: Jack Browand <Jack.Browand@alexandriava.gov> 

Subject: RPCA to hold Community Meeting on Proposed Ben Brenman Ballfield Improvements 

You are subscribed to the free Alexandria eNews service. Replies to this message will not be 
received. For correspondence, please use the contact information in the body of the 
message.   

Department of Recreation, Parks and Cultural Activities to hold 
Community Meeting on Proposed Ben Brenman Baseball Field 
Improvements 
For Immediate Release: October 11, 2017 

The Department of Recreation, Parks and Cultural Activities and Alexandria Little League will hold a 
community meeting on October 25 at 6 p.m. at the Ben Brenman baseball field, 4800 Ben Brenman 
Drive, to discuss proposed ballfield improvements including batting cages and a scoreboard. 

The proposed scoreboard is a standard lit scoreboard planned near the left-field foul pole. The batting 
cages are proposed alongside the first base line of the ballfield. As planned, the batting cages would 
be built tandem to one another in order to stay away from underground utilities. 
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Alexandria Little League is a partner with the Department of Recreation, Parks and Cultural Activities 
for this project. They received a community matching fund award through the Park and Recreation 
Commission in July 2017 with the understanding that the project is contingent upon a Special Use 
Permit. The Planning Commission will consider the project at its November 7, 2017 hearing. 

For information on this project and the Community Matching Fund 
visit https://www.alexandriava.gov/98149 or contact Dana Wedeles at Dana.Wedeles@alexandriava.gov 
or 703.746.5491. 

The City of Alexandria is committed to compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, as 
amended. To request a reasonable accommodation, e-mail dana.wedeles@alexandriava.gov or call 
703.746.5491, Virginia Relay 711. 

To change your subscription choices, click here to login.  To request removal of your account, email 
enews@alexandriava.gov.  
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Femi Adelakun

From: Ellen Regan <el_cutiger@yahoo.com>
Sent: Thursday, October 12, 2017 8:01 PM
To: Dana Wedeles
Cc: Jack Browand
Subject: Re: RPCA to hold Community Meeting on Proposed Ben Brenman Ballfield 

Improvements

Ms. Wedeles, 

Thank you for your reply. I am familiar with both fields and have seen the scoreboards.  Both of these 
items are sorely needed for Alexandria Little League, in addition to lights on Brenman Softball field.   

Regarding the walkthrough, I'm curious if anyone from the neighborhood or part of Little League can 
come and voice support?  Or for that matter, if someone is voicing concern how will it get addressed? 

Sincerely, 
Ellen Regan 

From: Dana Wedeles <Dana.Wedeles@alexandriava.gov> 
To: Ellen Regan <el_cutiger@yahoo.com> 
Cc: Jack Browand <Jack.Browand@alexandriava.gov> 
Sent: Thursday, October 12, 2017 7:25 PM 
Subject: Re: RPCA to hold Community Meeting on Proposed Ben Brenman Ballfield Improvements 

Hi Ms. Regan: 

City Staff and representatives from Alexandria Little League will be on site to walk attendees through the 
proposed site improvements.  

We will have photo boards to show what the batting cages and scoreboard would look like and will walk 
through where they would go. I will be taking photos of the scoreboard and batting cages that are located at 
the Simpson Little League Field to bring (You can somewhat see them in this aerial image: 
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Eugene+Simpson+Stadium+Park/@38.8230854,‐
77.05195,168a,35y,180h,39.53t/data=!3m1!1e3!4m5!3m4!1s0x0:0xd7e7432d00354ecc!8m2!3d38.821423!4d
‐77.052226). These are our City standard for scoreboards and batting cages and would not be any different 
that what is proposed for Brenman. 

The timeline for this project is contingent upon two factors: 1) approval of a special use permit by the planning 
commission in November and 2) Little League fundraising the sufficient funds for the project. As awardees of 
the Community Matching Fund they are required to complete fundraising by June 30, 2018. If both factors are 
accomplished the installation would likely take no more than 6 weeks. 

Thank you. 

Dana W. Wedeles, AICP 
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Principal Planner 
City of Alexandria 
Department of Recreation, Parks and Cultural Activities 
Division of Park Planning, Design + Capital Projects 
1108 Jefferson Street 
Alexandria, VA 22314 
703.746.5491 (office) 

Visit us online. 
Sign up for eNews. 
Like us on Facebook. 
Follow us on Twitter. 
Subscribe to the Program Guide. 

From: Ellen Regan <el_cutiger@yahoo.com> 
Sent: Thursday, October 12, 2017 8:42:34 AM 
To: Dana Wedeles 
Subject: Fw: RPCA to hold Community Meeting on Proposed Ben Brenman Ballfield Improvements  

Ms. Wedeles, 

I received this news service below and would like to inquire how this community meeting is being 
presented. Who from the city is attending?  Will drawings be shown?  What type of input does the 
community have?  Is there a timeline being presented? 

thank you, 
Ellen Regan 

-------- Original message -------- 
From: Alexandria eNews <noreply@everbridge.net>  
Date: 10/11/17 5:15 PM (GMT-05:00)  
To: jrocchio2@comcast.net  
Subject: RPCA to hold Community Meeting on Proposed Ben Brenman Ballfield Improvements  

You are subscribed to the free Alexandria eNews service. Replies to this message will not be 
received. For correspondence, please use the contact information in the body of the 
message.  

Department of Recreation, Parks and Cultural Activities to hold 
Community Meeting on Proposed Ben Brenman Baseball Field 
Improvements 
For Immediate Release: October 11, 2017 

The Department of Recreation, Parks and Cultural Activities and Alexandria Little League will hold a 
community meeting on October 25 at 6 p.m. at the Ben Brenman baseball field, 4800 Ben Brenman Drive, to 
discuss proposed ballfield improvements including batting cages and a scoreboard. 
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The proposed scoreboard is a standard lit scoreboard planned near the left-field foul pole. The batting cages 
are proposed alongside the first base line of the ballfield. As planned, the batting cages would be built tandem 
to one another in order to stay away from underground utilities. 

Alexandria Little League is a partner with the Department of Recreation, Parks and Cultural Activities for this 
project. They received a community matching fund award through the Park and Recreation Commission in July 
2017 with the understanding that the project is contingent upon a Special Use Permit. The Planning 
Commission will consider the project at its November 7, 2017 hearing. 

For information on this project and the Community Matching Fund visit https://www.alexandriava.gov/98149 or 
contact Dana Wedeles at Dana.Wedeles@alexandriava.gov or 703.746.5491. 

The City of Alexandria is committed to compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, as amended. To 
request a reasonable accommodation, e-mail dana.wedeles@alexandriava.gov or call 703.746.5491, Virginia 
Relay 711. 

To change your subscription choices, click here to login.  To request removal of your account, email 
enews@alexandriava.gov.  
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Femi Adelakun

From: Ann fry <fryann08@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, October 17, 2017 4:59 PM
To: Dana Wedeles
Subject: Brenman Park 

As a resident of Cameron Station, I highly support the improvements proposed. It is such a positive aspect to live in a 
community and be able to see young children participating in outdoor activities! There are very few things as 
heartwarming as the sound of children having a good time!  
I am sorry that I am unable to attend the meeting. 
Thank you! 
Ann Fry 
4951 Brenman Park 203 
Alexandria VA 

Sent from my iPhone 
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City of Alexandria, Virginia 
  

 

MEMORANDUM 
 
 
 

 

DATE:  OCTOBER 30, 2017 

TO: CHAIRWOMAN LYMAN AND MEMBERS OF THE PLANNING 
COMMISSION  

FROM: KARL MORITZ, DIRECTOR 

SUBJECT: SUP2017-0087 4800 BRENMAN PARK DRIVE - COMMUNITY MEETING  
 ____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
This memo is intended to update the Planning Commission on the community meeting that was arranged 
by The Department of Recreation, Parks and Cultural Activities (RPCA) and held on October 25, 2017 
and is referenced in the staff report. The meeting was held on site at the Ben Brenman Park ball field, and 
representatives from RPCA and Alexandria Little League described the proposed park improvements and 
provided a tour showing the proposed locations for the score board and the batting cages.  Nine people 
were there.  Attendees asked about the size, height and design of the proposed improvements.  More 
particularly, they asked questions about funding, maintenance, usage policies, and removability of the 
material once installed.     
 
Representatives of Alexandria Little League presented its yearly budget and stated that the organization 
has the capacity and the desire to maintain the proposed park improvements for the foreseeable future.  
Also, RPCA stated it will ensure that the League is conditioned through its City agreement to maintain 
these improvements. It also confirmed that the score board and batting cages will be available for use by 
any person or group that has a permit use of the ball field. RPCA also stated that the installation would 
not be permanent and could be changed, removed or altered if necessary without any significant damage 
to the ball field.  

In general, many residents expressed support for the proposed park improvements stating how valuable 
they will be for park users.  It appears most resident questions were addressed during this meeting. 
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To: Femi Adelakun

Subject: RE: Baseball Fields Improvements at Ben Brenman Park

Begin forwarded message: 

From: bonnie.petry@outlook.com 

Date: October 26, 2017 at 9:19:11 AM EDT 

To: Jack.Browand@alexandriava.gov 

Cc: hahnvirginia@aol.com 

Subject: Baseball Fields Improvements at Ben Brenman Park 

Good morning, Mr. Browand, 

I would like to thank you and your staff for finding a way to resource improvements at the Little League 

field in Ben Brenman Park.   

From the pictures and my familiarity with the site, the scoreboard and the batting cages will not be 

visible to either adjoining neighborhood. 

I like the fact that you intend to position the batting cages right next to the existing ballfield fence - thus 

these improvements don't encroach upon valued passive use open space nor impact the aesthetics of 

the park. 

All in all..  to someone completely uninvolved with Little League baseball, these improvements would 

almost appear to be no change all and would barely be noticed, if they were noticed at all.  However to 

the children benefitting from the wonderful opportunity to play Little League baseball, I believe these 

will be tremendously welcome improvements. 

I would like to thank you and your staff for the day to day work you put into park improvements, large 

and small, and for the care you all put into balancing residents' and park-users' sometimes competing 

interests. 

Sincerely, 

Bonnie Petry 

Resident of the adjoining Wakefield Tarleton neighborhood 

Sent from my iPad 

SUP2017-0087
Additional Materials
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Consent Item 2 - Improvements at Ben Brenmen Park

Dear Members of the Planning Commission:

I am writing about consent item 2 on the Planning Commission's docket for the hearing on November 9 relating to a request for
improvements at Ben Brenman Park consisting of a new scoreboard and batting cages. As a resident of Cameron Station, I am in
favor of granting these modest park improvements. 

I would also recommend that the batting cage at Ben Brenman Park be opened for the enjoyment of the public when not being
used by those who pay for a permit for the baseball field. 

Sincerely,

Arthur "Sash" Impastato 
239 Medlock Lane 
Alexandria, VA 22304 

Arthur Impastato <aimpastato@earthlink.net>

Thu 11/9/2017 3:32 PM

To:PlanComm <PlanComm@alexandriava.gov>;
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