
Docket Item # 3 
BAR CASE # 2017-00304 

BAR Meeting 
September 20, 2017 

ISSUE: Certificate of Appropriateness for Alterations 

APPLICANT: David Vodvarka and Eunhee Roth 

LOCATION:  8 Potomac Court 

ZONE: RM/Residential 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
Staff recommends approval of the Certificate of Appropriateness with the conditions that: 

1. The glazing on all windows must be clear, non-reflective and without tint, in
conformance with the BAR’s window policy.  Low-E glazing is encouraged but the glass
must have a minimum 72% visible light transmission (VLT).  Low-E 272 generally meets
these criteria;

2. Storm doors should be painted the same color as the existing main door and the storm door
frame painted to match the existing door frame; and

3. Salvage the removed brick to reuse for repair new window opening.
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GENERAL NOTES TO THE APPLICANT 
 

1. ISSUANCE OF CERTIFICATES OF APPROPRIATENESS AND PERMITS TO DEMOLISH: 
Applicants must obtain a stamped copy of the Certificate of Appropriateness or Permit to Demolish PRIOR 
to applying for a building permit.  Contact BAR Staff, Room 2100, City Hall, 703-746-3833, or 
preservation@alexandriava.gov for further information. 
 

2. APPEAL OF DECISION:  In accordance with the Zoning Ordinance, if the Board of Architectural Review 
denies or approves an application in whole or in part, the applicant or opponent may appeal the Board’s 
decision to City Council on or before 14 days after the decision of the Board. 
 

3. COMPLIANCE WITH BAR POLICIES:  All materials must comply with the BAR’s adopted policies 
unless otherwise specifically approved. 
 

4. BUILDING PERMITS:  Most projects approved by the Board of Architectural Review require the issuance 
of one or more construction permits by Building and Fire Code Administration (including signs).  The 
applicant is responsible for obtaining all necessary construction permits after receiving Board of 
Architectural Review approval.  Contact Code Administration, Room 4200, City Hall, 703-746-4200 for 
further information. 
 

5. EXPIRATION OF APPROVALS NOTE:  In accordance with Sections 10-106(B) and 10-206(B) of the 
Zoning Ordinance, any official Board of Architectural Review approval will expire 12 months from the 
date of issuance if the work is not commenced and diligently and substantially pursued by the end of that 
12-month period. 
 

6. HISTORIC PROPERTY TAX CREDITS:  Applicants performing extensive, certified rehabilitations of 
historic properties may separately be eligible for state and/or federal tax credits.  Consult with the Virginia 
Department of Historic Resources (VDHR) prior to initiating any work to determine whether the proposed 
project may qualify for such credits. 

 

http://www.dhr.virginia.gov/tax_credits/tax_credit.htm
http://www.dhr.virginia.gov/tax_credits/tax_credit.htm
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I. ISSUE 
 

The applicant is requesting approval of a Certificate of Appropriateness to: 
• replace the existing louvered shutters with new wood louvered and panel shutters; and  
• replace the existing front entry door with new door, side lights and storm door; and  
• demolish existing casement window on south elevation and install new sliding larger 

casement window. 
 
Replacement shutters and the new storm door can be approved administratively by staff but were 
included in this application to reduce fees for the applicant and to clarify the overall scope of 
work to the BAR.  Increasing the size of the masonry opening for a new window with a different 
operation than the existing requires this project to be heard by the BAR at a public hearing. 

 
NOTE: The drawings for the proposed project include plans to remove the chimney on the 
interior of the house but to leave the portion of the chimney projecting above the roof, consistent 
with the recommendations in the BAR’s Design Guidelines.  This interior work does not require 
Board approval. 

 
II. HISTORY 

 
8 Potomac Court is a two-story, brick end unit townhouse dating from 1967.  It was constructed 
as part of the Board-approved development of six attached and semi-attached townhouses on 
Potomac Court on June 8, 1966.  The property has had some alterations which include the 
construction of a pergola, fence and HVAC screening in 2001 (BAR99-0217, 11/7/2001), and 
the addition of a front dormer and three-story bay on the house’s south side in 2004 (BAR2004-
0011 & 0012, 2/18/2004).  In 2014, the Board approved a shed/greenhouse, a brick garden wall, 
and a new deck (BAR2014-00262).  The house is visible from Potomac Court, Windmill Hill 
Park and South Union Street. 
 
III. ANALYSIS 
 
Shutters  
The Design Guidelines state that window shutters are an important visual detail of the overall 
composition of a building and serve both functional and decorative purposes.  The proposed 
Timberlane brand half louvered and half raised panel wood shutters are architecturally 
appropriate for this townhouse.  The replacement shutters are proposed to be operable (shutter 
dogs and hinges) and sized to fit the opening of the window, consistent with the Design 
Guidelines.  As noted above, these could have been administratively approved by staff under the 
BAR’s Minor Architectural Elements policy. 
 
Windows 
The applicant is proposing to remove the existing in-swing casement window on the south 
elevation and replace it with a larger Jeld Wen brand, side-sliding aluminum-clad wood window.  
In addition to changing the operation of the window, the proposed sliding window sash will have 
a 9-light configuration, as shown in the manufacturer’s quote, not the six light design shown on 
the side elevation drawing.  The new window will be 72”x 42”, increasing the window opening 
to 21 square feet.  A new precast lintel and sill is also proposed and will match the existing.  
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Although side sliding windows were not common on Colonial Revival style buildings, this 
dwelling is a modern 1960s reproduction and the window will be minimally visible behind the 
deck railing and trellis, so the operation will not be evident from a public way.  Staff believes the 
proposed window alteration is architecturally appropriate, with the condition that it comply with 
the Performance Specifications in the Alexandria Boards of Architectural Review Window 
Policy. 
 
Entry Door and Sidelights 
The Design Guidelines state that exterior doors constitute prominent visual details of the main 
façade of a building.  In addition to the door itself, details surrounding the doorway are also 
important visual elements of a building.  The proposed alterations to the front entry include 
removing the existing door and sidelights and generally replacing them in-kind.  A wood six-
panel door will replace the existing five-panel door, and the four-panel sidelights will be 
replaced with three-panel sidelights.  The pedimented door surround with pilasters will remain.  
The size of the opening will not be increasing and the width of the sidelights will also remain the 
same. The sidelights must also comply with the Alexandria Boards of Architectural Review 
Window Policy.  This minor architectural change is appropriate and consistent with the Colonial 
Revival style of the house and could have been approved administratively.   
 
The applicant is also requesting approval of a new full glass aluminum frame storm door with 
minimal rails and stiles.  Staff finds the door to be in conformance with the BAR’s Minor 
Architectural Features policy and could have administratively approved this storm door.  The color is 
not noted on the manufacturer’s literature that was provided but the BAR’s policy recommends that 
storm doors be painted the same color as the existing main door and the storm door frame painted to 
match the existing door frame.  
 
Summary 
With the conditions discussed above, staff recommends approval of the application.   
  
 
STAFF 
Amirah Lane, Historic Preservation Planner, Planning & Zoning 
Al Cox, FAIA, Historic Preservation Manager, Planning & Zoning 
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IV. CITY DEPARTMENT COMMENTS  

Legend: C- code requirement  R- recommendation  S- suggestion  F- finding 
 
Zoning  
C-1 Proposed scope of work complies with zoning. 
 
Code Administration 
No comments received. 
 
Transportation and Environmental Services 
No comments received. 
 
Alexandria Archaeology  
No comments received. 
 
 
V.        ATTACHMENTS 
 
1 – Supplemental Materials  
2 – Application for BAR 2017-0304: 8 Potomac Court 
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1. COVER SHEET

2. FIRST FLOOR PLAN AND DOOR DETAILS

3. EXISTING FRONT AND SIDE ELEVATIONS

4. PROPOSED FRONT AND SIDE ELEVATIONS

5. PROPOSED WINDOW DETAILS

6. SHUTTER DETAILS AND PHOTOGRAPHS

Homeowner

Dave Vodvarka Eunhee Roth 

8 Potomac Ct 

Alexandria VA 22314

9/6/2017
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  DRAWING INDEX

  ZONING DATA

GEN GENERATOR
GFI GROUND FAULT INTERRUPTER
GWB GYPSUM WALL BOARD
GC GENERAL CONTRACTOR

HC HOLLOW CORE
HDWR HARDWARE
HDWD HARD WOOD
HORIZ HORIZONTAL
HVAC HEATING, VENTING, & AIR CONDITIONING
HT HEIGHT
HWS HIGH WALL SUPPLY
HWR HIGH WALL RETURN

IN INCH
INS INSULATE(D) (ION)
INT INTERIOR

J-BOX JUNCTION BOX

LB POUND
LF LINEAR FEET
LH LEFT HAND
LWS LOW WALL SUPPLY
LWR LOW WALL RETURN

CONSTRUCTION LEGEND

ADDT'L ADDITIONAL
ADJ ADJACENT
AFF ABOVE FINISHED FLOOR
ALT ALTERNATE
ALUM ALUMINUM
APPRX APPROXIMATE 
ARCH ARCHITECTURAL

BD BOARD
BLDG BUILDING
BLKG BLOCKING
B.O. BOTTOM OF
BTWN BETWEEN

CL CENTER LINE
CS CEILING SUPPLY
CLG CEILING
CLO. CLOSET
CLR CLEAR(ANCE)
CMU CONCRETE MASONRY UNIT
COL COLUMN
CONC CONCRETE
CNST CONSTRUCTION
CPT CARPET
CT CERAMIC TILE

STE SIMILAR TO EXISTING
STL STEEL
STOR STORAGE
SS STAINLESS STEEL
SAFF SILL ABOVE FINISH FLOOR

TEL TELEPHONE
TEMP TEMPORARY
T.O. TOP OF
TYP TYPICAL

UNO UNLESS NOTED OTHERWISE

VERT VERTICAL
VIF VERIFY IN FIELD

WD WOOD
WT WEIGHT

YD YARD

DBL DOUBLE
DEMO DEMOLITION
DIA DIAMETER
DIM DIMENSION
DN DOWN
D DOOR
DWG DRAWING

EA EACH
EJ EXPANSION JOINT
ELEC ELECTRIC(AL)
ELEV ELEVATOR
EQUIP EQUIPMENT
ETR EXISTING TO REMAIN
EXH EXHAUST
EXST EXISTING
EXT EXTERIOR

FC FLOOR COVERING
FF FINISH FLOOR
FIN FINISH
FLR FLOOR(ING)
F.O. FACE OF
FT FOOT, FEET

PSF POUNDS PER SQUARE FOOT
PTD PAINTED
PWR POWER
PT PRESSURE TREATED

QTY QUANTITY

RAD RADIUS
REC RECEPTACLE
REF REFRIGERATOR
REINF REINFORCE(D)
REQ'D REQUIRED
REV REVISION(S), REVISED
RH RIGHT HAND
RM ROOM
RO ROUGH OPENING

SC SOLID CORE
SD SMOKE DETECTOR
SECT SECTION
SIM SIMILAR
SPECS SPECIFICATIONS
SF SQUARE FEET
STD STANDARD
SS SOFFIT SUPPLY

MAS MASONRY
MAT'L MATERIAL
MAX MAXIMUM
MEMB MEMBRANE
MFG MANUFACTURER
MICRO MICROWAVE
MIN MINIMUM
MISC MISCELLANEOUS
MO MASONRY OPENING
MTL METAL
MECH MECHANICAL
MEZZ MEZZANINE

NIC NOT IN CONTRACT
NO NUMBER
NTS NOT TO SCALE

OC ON CENTER(S)
OPNG OPENING

PROP PROPOSED
PLYWD PLYWOOD
PL PLATE
POL POLISHED

  ABBREVIATIONS

Vodvarka Residence
8 Potomac Ct Alexandria VA 22314

TAX ID:     075.03-8-20

COUNTY: City of Alexandria

ZONING: RS-townhouse

SETBACKS: FRONT: 20' SIDE: 8' REAR: 16'

VICINITY MAP

Design Sales Consultant

Paul Mooney

PaulM@SunDesignInc.com

703.425.5588 x123

CAD Designer

Ann Wu

Ann@SunDesignInc.com

703.425.5588 x107

Lead Designer

Ericka Williams

Ericka@SunDesignInc.com

703.425.5588 x146

NOT FOR CONSTRUCTION | ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW BOARD SUBMISSION

Specialty Designer

Jenny Somers

Jenny@SunDesignInc.com

703.425.5588 x137

EE

W1W1

D1D1

EE

DEMO WALL

DEMO DOOR 
(DASHED)

EXISTING WALL
TO REMAIN

DEMO WINDOW
(DASHED)

NEW WALL 
(GREY FILL)

NEW DOOR

NEW WINDOW

EXISTING DOOR
TO REMAIN

EXISTING WINDOW
TO REMAIN

CS = CEILING SUPPLY
FS = FLOOR SUPPLY
SS = SOFFIT SUPPLY
HWS = HIGH WALL SUPPLY
LWS = LOW WALL SUPPLY

LWR = LOW WALL RETURN
HWR = HIGH WALL RETURN

SCOPE OF WORK

New front door and sidelights in existing

opening.  Existing pediment and pilasters

shall remain.  New Jeld-Wen slide-by

casement on the side elevation in

enlarged opening to replace existing

french casement.
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PROPOSED PLAN

SCALE: 3/16" = 1'-0"
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PROPOSED PLAN

SCALE: 1/2" = 1'-0"
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WINDOW OPENING. SAVE 
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SCALE: 3/16" = 1'-0"

NOT FOR CONSTRUCTION | ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW BOARD SUBMISSION

SIDE ELEVATION:  AS BUILTFRONT ELEVATION:  AS BUILT

SCALE: 3/16" = 1'-0"

5
7

9
5

-B
 B

u
rk

e
 C

e
n

tr
e

 P
a

rk
w

a
y
 |
 B

u
rk

e
, 

V
A

 2
2

0
1

5

6
8

6
2

 E
lm

 S
tr

e
e

t,
 S

u
it
e

 3
3

0
 |
 M

c
L

e
a

n
, 

V
A

 2
2

1
0

1

P
: 

7
0

3
.4

2
5

.5
5

8
8

 |
 F

: 
7

0
3

.2
3

9
.2

1
6

8

21



11

NEW PAINTED WESTERN 
RED CEDAR SHUTTERS 
BY TIMBERLANE -COMBO
PANEL AND LOUVERED

3
'-
6

 1
/2

"

NEW PAINTED
WESTERN 
RED CEDAR
SHUTTERS 
BY TIMBERLANE

13" x 13"  MAKE-UP AIR 
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SIDE ELEVATION:  PROPOSED
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SCALE:3/16" = 1'-0"

FRONT  ELEVATION:  PROPOSED

SCALE: 3/16" = 1'-0"
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SCALE: 1/4" = 1'-0"
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TYPICAL SHUTTER ELEVATION

PROPOSED TIE BACKS PROPOSED SHUTTER HINGE

PROPOSED 

SHUTTER PINTEL
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