
        Docket Item #2  

BAR CASE # 2016-0447 

         

        BAR Meeting 

        January 25, 2017 

 

 

ISSUE:   After-the-fact alterations (window replacement) 

 

APPLICANT:  Patricia L. Turner 
 

LOCATION:  710 North Patrick Street 

 

ZONE:   RB / Residential   

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

 

1. Denial of after-the-fact approval of vinyl windows. 

2. Replacement of inappropriate windows within 60 days in accordance with the Parker-

Gray BAR’s adopted Window policy. 

 

GENERAL NOTES TO THE APPLICANT 
 

1. ISSUANCE OF CERTIFICATES OF APPROPRIATENESS AND PERMITS TO DEMOLISH: 

Applicants must obtain a stamped copy of the Certificate of Appropriateness or Permit to Demolish PRIOR 

to applying for a building permit.  Contact BAR Staff, Room 2100, City Hall, 703-746-3833, or 

preservation@alexandriava.gov for further information. 

 

2. APPEAL OF DECISION:  In accordance with the Zoning Ordinance, if the Board of Architectural Review 

denies or approves an application in whole or in part, the applicant or opponent may appeal the Board’s 

decision to City Council on or before 14 days after the decision of the Board. 

 

3. COMPLIANCE WITH BAR POLICIES:  All materials must comply with the BAR’s adopted policies 

unless otherwise specifically approved. 

 

4. BUILDING PERMITS:  Most projects approved by the Board of Architectural Review require the issuance 

of one or more construction permits by Building and Fire Code Administration (including signs).  The 

applicant is responsible for obtaining all necessary construction permits after receiving Board of 

Architectural Review approval.  Contact Code Administration, Room 4200, City Hall, 703-838-4360 for 

further information. 

 

5. EXPIRATION OF APPROVALS NOTE:  In accordance with Sections 10-106(B) and 10-206(B) of the 

Zoning Ordinance, any official Board of Architectural Review approval will expire 12 months from the 

date of issuance if the work is not commenced and diligently and substantially pursued by the end of that 

12-month period. 

 

6. HISTORIC PROPERTY TAX CREDITS:  Applicants performing extensive, certified rehabilitations of 

historic properties may separately be eligible for state and/or federal tax credits.  Consult with the Virginia 

Department of Historic Resources (VDHR) prior to initiating any work to determine whether the proposed 

project may qualify for such credits. 
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I. ISSUE 

The applicant is requesting after-the-fact approval of inappropriate windows that were installed 

on the front elevation of the townhouse at 710 North Patrick Street.  The work was brought to 

BAR staff’s attention as a zoning complaint (ZEN2016-00378).  All window replacement in the 

historic districts requires, at a minimum a BAR administrative approval and a building permit 

from Code Administration.  The applicant acquired neither. 

 

The application materials provide specifications for Pella Impervia windows which are described 

as having a fiberglass composite finish.  However, the field inspection of the windows by staff 

indicates that the finish is vinyl clad and it was confirmed by a Pella representative that this 

particular window model was in the vinyl line, not the fiberglass. 

 

 
Figure 1. Detail of windows installed on front elevation without BAR approval. 

 

II. HISTORY 

The freestanding two-bay, frame townhouse was first approved by the BAR in 1992, reapproved 

in 1996 and constructed in 1996 (BAR Case 92-18PG and BAR 96-043PG).  Based on the date 

of construction, the building is considered a “Later” residential building in Parker-Gray. 

 

 

 

 

3



III. ANALYSIS 

In 2012, the Parker-Gray BAR adopted the Parker-Gray Residential Reference Guide as a result 

of the year-long Parker-Gray Ad-Hoc Design Guideline Work Group discussions that revised the 

BAR’s policies and guidelines.  These changes included a differentiation between “Early” (pre 

1932) and “Later” (post 1931) buildings when determining the appropriateness of certain 

materials and also established a hierarchy of elevations (street-facing versus non-street-facing 

elevations).  Based on both the community’s and the BAR’s input during this process, it was 

determined that historic buildings (Early) should retain historic materials and if that were not 

possible, should use historically appropriate materials, particularly on street-facing elevations.  

The BAR and community found that Later buildings could use a broader range of high-quality, 

modern materials but that they should be compatible with the historic district.  This change 

provided significant flexibility for property owners of Later buildings in the historic district 

while ensuring that alterations would be compatible and appropriate.  The adopted policy allows 

for staff to approve a wide range of modern windows that are wood, aluminum-clad wood, or 

any high quality, paintable material with permanently affixed simulated muntins.  They may not 

be hollow vinyl, have sandwich muntins or have tinted or reflective glass. 

 

In January 2016, the BAR adopted a new design guideline for Windows which further codified 

the earlier document and provided more clear guidance to property owners, contractors and 

design professionals, consistent with the approved policies from 2012.  The guidelines note that 

“windows are a principal character defining feature of a building and serve both functional and 

aesthetic purposes.”  The BAR denied a similar after-the-fact installations of vinyl windows at 

916 Princess and 1015 Princess and the City Council has upheld the BAR on appeal. 

 

Upon being contacted by a Code Administration building inspector regarding the window 

installation without approval, the property owner and contractor came in to speak with BAR 

staff.  The applicant decided to make an application for after-the-fact approval of inappropriate 

windows with the understanding that staff would not recommend approval of such a request and 

that it would be in conflict with the BAR’s adopted policies.  It is always unfortunate when work 

is done in the historic district without approval.  In this case, staff cannot recommend approval of 

windows that are not in compliance with the BAR’s adopted policies.  As this is considered a 

Later building, the applicant may select from several appropriate replacement windows – 

aluminum-clad, wood, or fiberglass – as long as the window and framing materials are solid-

through-the-core, millable and paintable.  The windows that were installed do not meet those 

criteria.  In recent years the Parker-Gray BAR has worked with the community to redefine the 

policies and guidelines to make them more user-friendly while also maintaining the character of 

the historic district.  The overall integrity of a historic district relies on each property owner 

generally following the established policies and guidelines when making alterations and 

improvements.   

 

Therefore, staff recommends denial of the application as submitted and recommends that the 

BAR require the violation to be corrected within 60 days. 

 

 

STAFF 

Catherine K. Miliaras, Principal Planner, Planning & Zoning 

Al Cox, FAIA, Historic Preservation Manager, Planning & Zoning 
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IV. CITY DEPARTMENT COMMENTS  

Legend: C- code requirement  R- recommendation  S- suggestion  F- finding 

 

Zoning Comments 

C-1 Proposed replacement of existing windows complies with zoning. 

 

Code Administration 

 

C-1 Window replacement requires a building permit. 

Transportation and Environmental Services 

 

R1. The building permit must be approved and issued prior to the issuance of any permit for 

demolition. (T&ES) 

 

R2. Applicant shall be responsible for repairs to the adjacent city right-of-way if damaged 

during construction activity. (T&ES) 

 

C1. The applicant shall comply with the City of Alexandria’s Solid Waste Control, Title 5, 

Chapter 1, which sets forth the requirements for the recycling of materials (Sec. 5-1-99). 

(T&ES) 

 

C2. The applicant shall comply with the City of Alexandria's Noise Control Code, Title 11, 

Chapter 5, which sets the maximum permissible noise level as measured at the property 

line. (T&ES) 

 

C3. Any work within the right-of-way requires a separate permit from T&ES. (Sec. 5-2) 

(T&ES) 

 

C4. All improvements to the city right-of-way such as curbing, sidewalk, driveway aprons, 

etc. must be city standard design. (Sec. 5-2-1) (T&ES) 

 

 

V.      ATTACHMENTS 

 

1 – Supplemental Materials  

2 – Application for BAR 2016-0447: 710 North Patrick Street 
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Application  & Materials
BAR2016-00447
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