
 

 

        Docket Item #1 

BAR CASE # 2016-0444 

         

        BAR Meeting 

        January 18, 2017 

 

 

ISSUE:   Alterations - Railings 

 

APPLICANT:  Magaly Galdo-Hirst and Thompson M. Hirst 
 

LOCATION:  100 Quay Street 

 

ZONE:   RM / Residential   

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Staff recommends approval of the application, as submitted. 

 

 

 

 

 

GENERAL NOTES TO THE APPLICANT 
 

1. ISSUANCE OF CERTIFICATES OF APPROPRIATENESS AND PERMITS TO DEMOLISH: 

Applicants must obtain a stamped copy of the Certificate of Appropriateness or Permit to Demolish PRIOR 

to applying for a building permit.  Contact BAR Staff, Room 2100, City Hall, 703-746-3833, or 

preservation@alexandriava.gov for further information. 

 

2. APPEAL OF DECISION:  In accordance with the Zoning Ordinance, if the Board of Architectural Review 

denies or approves an application in whole or in part, the applicant or opponent may appeal the Board’s 

decision to City Council on or before 14 days after the decision of the Board. 

 

3. COMPLIANCE WITH BAR POLICIES:  All materials must comply with the BAR’s adopted policies 

unless otherwise specifically approved. 

 

4. BUILDING PERMITS:  Most projects approved by the Board of Architectural Review require the issuance 

of one or more construction permits by Building and Fire Code Administration (including signs).  The 

applicant is responsible for obtaining all necessary construction permits after receiving Board of 

Architectural Review approval.  Contact Code Administration, Room 4200, City Hall, 703-838-4360 for 

further information. 

 

5. EXPIRATION OF APPROVALS NOTE:  In accordance with Sections 10-106(B) and 10-206(B) of the 

Zoning Ordinance, any official Board of Architectural Review approval will expire 12 months from the 

date of issuance if the work is not commenced and diligently and substantially pursued by the end of that 

12-month period. 

 

6. HISTORIC PROPERTY TAX CREDITS:  Applicants performing extensive, certified rehabilitations of 

historic properties may separately be eligible for state and/or federal tax credits.  Consult with the Virginia 

Department of Historic Resources (VDHR) prior to initiating any work to determine whether the proposed 

project may qualify for such credits. 

http://www.dhr.virginia.gov/tax_credits/tax_credit.htm
http://www.dhr.virginia.gov/tax_credits/tax_credit.htm
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BAR CASE #2016-0444 

  January 18, 2017 

 

 

 

I. ISSUE 

The applicant is requesting approval of a Certificate of Appropriateness to replace the railing at 

the front stoop and to replace the railing at the patio of this corner property which also fronts on 

North Union Street.  The existing patio railing and front stoop railing are simple, utilitarian metal 

railings with pickets.  The proposed front railing features a decorative rectilinear design, similar 

to the Juliet balcony railing and flower box design previously approved by the BAR.  The patio 

railing will be transparent glass within a metal frame. 

 

II. HISTORY 

100 Quay Street is a three-story brick residential rowhouse on a corner lot located at North 

Union and Quay Street.  The Colonial Revival styled building was constructed in 1971 as part of 

a group of 86 three-story brick townhouses bounded by North Union, North Lee, Queen and 

Oronoco Streets. This area was not included in the Old and Historic Alexandria District until 

1984. The BAR approved a retractable awning at this property in 1988 (#88-00073) and earlier 

this year approved a rear dormer and changes in the window and door designs for the property 

(BAR #2014-00032 and 2014-00033). The recently approved project is underway but the dormer 

has not yet been constructed. During construction, the opportunity presented itself to make this a 

model house for alternative energy and solar collectors were proposed. A ground source heat 

pump well has also been installed in the small driveway on Quay Street.  Also in 2014, the BAR 

approved roof-mounted solar panels (BAR #2014-0275, 9/17/14). 

 

III. ANALYSIS 

When the applicant first came to the BAR in 2014, the BAR was extremely supportive of the 

cohesive and thoughtful redesign of what was a vaguely Colonial Revival style townhouse with 

awkward proportions.  The BAR noted that the window style and fenestration, as well as the new 

balcony railings, were stylistically compatible and represented how a “new and untried 

approach” can be applied to common design challenges and be successful, as discussed in the 

Design Guidelines.  At that time, it was noted that the existing iron railing and fences were off-

the-shelf builder grade products whose floral motif was somewhat foreign to the style of the 

house or historic Alexandria.  In 2014, the BAR approved the new railing design for the Juliet 

balcony and flower box, whose rectilinear form recalled the work of early modern artists such as 

Piet Mondrian or Diego Giacometti, consistent with the replacement window design.  Continuing 

to use this same metal railing for the front stoop railing will complete the overall design intent.  

The proposed glass and metal railing at the patio, approximately 10-12 feet above the sidewalk 

grade, is a clean and simple approach that is also stylistically compatible with the contemporary 

design.  Additionally, the transparent railing will also increase visibility into the block’s open 

space. 

 

Therefore, staff supports the railing replacements finding them to be appropriate and consistent 

with the Design Guidelines.  

 

STAFF 

Catherine K. Miliaras, Principal Planner, Planning & Zoning 

Al Cox, FAIA, Historic Preservation Manager, Planning & Zoning 
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IV. CITY DEPARTMENT COMMENTS  

Legend: C- code requirement  R- recommendation  S- suggestion  F- finding 

 

Zoning Comments 

C-1 Proposed replacement of existing front and rear railings comply with zoning. 

 

Code Administration 

C-1 A building permit, plan review and inspections are required to replace existing rear metal 

railing with metal and glass railing. A building permit, plan review and inspections are 

not required to replace front railing with decorative metal railing. 

 

V. ATTACHMENTS 

1 – Supplemental Materials  

2 – Application for BAR 2016-0444: 100 Quay Street 
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