
 

 

        Docket Item #8 

BAR CASE # 2016-0424 

         

        BAR Meeting 

        December 21, 2016 

 

 

ISSUE:   Alterations  

 

APPLICANT:  Charles Dodd by Navarro Construction  
 

LOCATION:  310 North Alfred Street 

 

ZONE:   RB / Residential   

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Staff recommends denial of the request for double-glazed windows and approval of single-glazed 

windows (with the option of a storm window or removable energy panel) in accordance with the 

BAR’s adopted Window Policy. 

 

 

 

GENERAL NOTES TO THE APPLICANT 
 

1. ISSUANCE OF CERTIFICATES OF APPROPRIATENESS AND PERMITS TO DEMOLISH: 

Applicants must obtain a stamped copy of the Certificate of Appropriateness or Permit to Demolish PRIOR 

to applying for a building permit.  Contact BAR Staff, Room 2100, City Hall, 703-746-3833, or 

preservation@alexandriava.gov for further information. 

 

2. APPEAL OF DECISION:  In accordance with the Zoning Ordinance, if the Board of Architectural Review 

denies or approves an application in whole or in part, the applicant or opponent may appeal the Board’s 

decision to City Council on or before 14 days after the decision of the Board. 

 

3. COMPLIANCE WITH BAR POLICIES:  All materials must comply with the BAR’s adopted policies 

unless otherwise specifically approved. 

 

4. BUILDING PERMITS:  Most projects approved by the Board of Architectural Review require the issuance 

of one or more construction permits by Building and Fire Code Administration (including signs).  The 

applicant is responsible for obtaining all necessary construction permits after receiving Board of 

Architectural Review approval.  Contact Code Administration, Room 4200, City Hall, 703-838-4360 for 

further information. 

 

5. EXPIRATION OF APPROVALS NOTE:  In accordance with Sections 10-106(B) and 10-206(B) of the 

Zoning Ordinance, any official Board of Architectural Review approval will expire 12 months from the 

date of issuance if the work is not commenced and diligently and substantially pursued by the end of that 

12-month period. 

 

6. HISTORIC PROPERTY TAX CREDITS:  Applicants performing extensive, certified rehabilitations of 

historic properties may separately be eligible for state and/or federal tax credits.  Consult with the Virginia 

Department of Historic Resources (VDHR) prior to initiating any work to determine whether the proposed 

project may qualify for such credits. 

http://www.dhr.virginia.gov/tax_credits/tax_credit.htm
http://www.dhr.virginia.gov/tax_credits/tax_credit.htm
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I. ISSUE 

The applicant is requesting approval of a Certificate of Appropriateness to replace the front 

windows with double-glazed wood windows.  As this does not comply with the BAR’s window 

policy, it is beyond the scope of what staff can administratively approve. 

 

II. HISTORY 

The dwelling at 310 North Alfred Street is one of a row of four frame rowhouses constructed in 

the mid-19th century. 

 

III. ANALYSIS 

In 2010, with substantial input from the community, industry and the Modern and Sustainable 

Materials work group, both BARs adopted a joint Window Policy which was later amended in 

2013 based on recent advances in material technology.  Consistent with other revised policies, 

the window policy was intended to allow greater flexibility and to allow properties to use 

materials commercially available at the time of construction, even if the property did not 

originally have such materials.  The BAR’s general policy for modern materials is generally that 

any product may be used on any portion of a building that was constructed after that product 

became commercially available in Alexandria.  For example, while single-glazed windows were 

regularly installed through the 1980s throughout Alexandria, double-glazed windows were 

commercially available beginning around 1930.  Therefore, any property constructed circa 1930 

or later, can receive administrative approval for double-glazed windows.   

 

However, at the same time the policy was adopted, the BAR agreed that for 18th and 19th-century 

buildings, it was extremely important to have historic/original or historically appropriate 

materials on street-facing elevations, particularly where the public could see, examine and even 

touch them.  Therefore, while the policy was expanded to allow staff to approve double-glazed 

windows on the side and rear elevations, it was explicit that front elevations should maintain 

single-glazed windows for multilight windows.  (It was determined that for 1/1 or 2/2 windows, 

double-glazed wood replacement windows were nearly indiscernable from single-glazed wood 

windows due to the minimal appearance of the spacer bar on the wider muntins historically used 

for 2/2 windows.  For multilight windows with their numerous muntins (6/6, 6/9, etc…) it was 

determined that the spacer bars were extremely visible and distracting, hence the requirement 

for single-glazed windows.)  It should be noted that the Window Policy has been extremely 

successful in facilitating approval of replacement windows that are historically appropriate.  

Staff notes that prior to adoption of the Window Policy the BARs regularly reviewed multiple 

window applications at each hearing and now the BARs only review a handful of such cases 

each year.  

 

When the applicant first asked staff about replacing the windows, staff conducted a site visit and 

determined that the existing windows were not historic so replacement was acceptable.  Staff 

advised the homeowner that only single-glazed windows (full frame or sash packs) could be 

administratively approved on the front but that the owner could select a window that comes with 

a removable energy panel or add storm windows (with no BAR approval required for the latter).  

Both of these options can provide up to 95% of the energy savings of double glazed windows, 

and properly wetherstripped windows are a very small portion of energy loss in a rowhouse. 
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Therefore, staff cannot support and cannot recommend that the BAR support the use of double-

glazed windows on the front elevation of this historic townhouse.  Staff recommends approval 

only of double-glazed wood windows that meet all the performance specifications outlined in the 

adopted Window Policy. 

 

 

STAFF 

Catherine K. Miliaras, Principal Planner, Planning & Zoning 

Al Cox, FAIA, Historic Preservation Manager, Planning & Zoning 

 

 

IV. CITY DEPARTMENT COMMENTS  

Legend: C- code requirement  R- recommendation  S- suggestion  F- finding 

 

No comments received. 

 

V.       ATTACHMENTS  

  

1 – Supplemental Materials  

2 – Application for BAR 2016-0424: 310 North Alfred Street 
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