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        Docket Item # 3 
BAR CASE # 2016-0266 

         
        BAR Meeting 
        September 7, 2016 
 
 
ISSUE:   Certificate of Appropriateness – Alterations to stoop  
 
APPLICANT:  Cheryl Jaeger 
 
LOCATION:  310 South Saint Asaph Street 
 
ZONE:   RM / Residential   
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
 
Staff recommends approval of the Certificate of Appropriateness, as submitted, subject to 
approval of an encroachment ordinance by City Council. 
 
 
 
GENERAL NOTES TO THE APPLICANT 
 

1. ISSUANCE OF CERTIFICATES OF APPROPRIATENESS AND PERMITS TO DEMOLISH: 
Applicants must obtain a stamped copy of the Certificate of Appropriateness or Permit to Demolish PRIOR 
to applying for a building permit.  Contact BAR Staff, Room 2100, City Hall, 703-746-3833, or 
preservation@alexandriava.gov for further information. 
 

2. APPEAL OF DECISION:  In accordance with the Zoning Ordinance, if the Board of Architectural Review 
denies or approves an application in whole or in part, the applicant or opponent may appeal the Board’s 
decision to City Council on or before 14 days after the decision of the Board. 
 

3. COMPLIANCE WITH BAR POLICIES:  All materials must comply with the BAR’s adopted policies 
unless otherwise specifically approved. 
 

4. BUILDING PERMITS:  Most projects approved by the Board of Architectural Review require the issuance 
of one or more construction permits by Building and Fire Code Administration (including signs).  The 
applicant is responsible for obtaining all necessary construction permits after receiving Board of 
Architectural Review approval.  Contact Code Administration, Room 4200, City Hall, 703-838-4360 for 
further information. 
 

5. EXPIRATION OF APPROVALS NOTE:  In accordance with Sections 10-106(B) and 10-206(B) of the 
Zoning Ordinance, any official Board of Architectural Review approval will expire 12 months from the 
date of issuance if the work is not commenced and diligently and substantially pursued by the end of that 
12-month period. 
 

6. HISTORIC PROPERTY TAX CREDITS:  Applicants performing extensive, certified rehabilitations of 
historic properties may separately be eligible for state and/or federal tax credits.  Consult with the Virginia 
Department of Historic Resources (VDHR) prior to initiating any work to determine whether the proposed 
project may qualify for such credits. 

http://www.dhr.virginia.gov/tax_credits/tax_credit.htm
http://www.dhr.virginia.gov/tax_credits/tax_credit.htm
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I. ISSUE 

The applicant is requesting approval of a Certificate of Appropriateness for the removal of 
existing brick steps and the construction of new front steps, landing, and handrails at the single-
family residence at 310 South Saint Asaph Street.  Whereas the current stairs project straight 
from the landing, the applicant proposes to turn the steps 90 degrees toward the south and to 
curve the stair slightly in order to comply with the modern building code and to maintain the 
existing basement window and light well. This will also necessitate the removal of two rows of 
brick that form a border around the light well, which the applicant will replace with a new brick 
areaway wall in which the height will align with the first step riser. The applicant proposes 
installing brick risers with prefabricated limestone treads, a new prefabricated limestone landing, 
and a new metal guardrail in order to provide safer entry. 
 
 
II. HISTORY 

The four-bay double house at 308-310 South Saint Asaph Street was erected in 1864 by a local 
mason, Emanuel Francis.  Given the construction time period as well as the façade’s regular and 
symmetrical fenestration, dentilated cornice, running bond brick façade, and plain lintels and 
sills, the architectural style is best described as Greek Revival.  
 
Francis had developed the lot at 304 eight years prior to building the house at 308-310,1 and 
Griffith M. Hopkins’ 1877 City Atlas of Alexandria shows the footprint of the T-shaped double 
house, the house at 304, and the garden in between belonging to “E. Francis.” A bricklayer by 
trade, Francis was responsible for the block of King Street stores between Pitt and Royal streets 
(1852); a three-story dwelling at the corner of Duke and Columbus streets (1852), built for C.W. 
Hooff; the Bank of the Old Dominion [now the Athenaeum] in 1852; and a meeting hall at the 
intersection of South Royal and Wolfe Streets (1859).2  In 1868, Francis started a lime kiln 
enterprise west of the Chalybeate Spring spa, on land he rented from the Alexandria Canal 
Company, in which workers reduced limestone blocks into lime used for mortar, cement, and 
whitewash.3  When Francis sold his Saint Asaph Street properties in 1891 and 1893, the houses 
he had built for $315 (304) and $350 (308-310) three decades prior garnered $6,500 and $2,260 
respectively.4 
 
Although it is now a double house, the edifice at 308-310 spent the majority of its early existence 
as a large, single-family residence.  The 1885 Sanborn Fire Insurance Company map shows the 
three-story dwelling without an interior partition and only one access to the two-story rear ell. 
Several one-story outbuildings dotted the yards behind 304 and 310 South Saint Asaph Street, 
accessed by an alley opening up to South Pitt Street; in the 1896 Sanborn map, the larger 
outbuilding was numbered 310 ½ and labeled “servants ho.”  The interior partition dividing the 

                                                           
1 Ethelyn Cox, Historic Alexandria, Virginia Street by Street: A Survey of Existing Early Buildings (McLean, VA: 
EPM Publications, 1976) p. 163. 
2 T. Michael Miller, Pen Portraits of Alexandria, Virginia, 1739-1900 (Bowie, MD: Heritage Books, Inc., 1987) pp. 
148-50, 367.  
3 “Old Town North Historical Walking Tour,” City of Alexandria [website]. Accessed August 5, 2016: 
https://www.alexandriava.gov/uploadedFiles/planning/info/Old_Town_North_SAP_2015-
2017/OTNHistoricalSelfGuidedTour01222016.pdf  
4 Cox, p. 163. 

https://www.alexandriava.gov/uploadedFiles/planning/info/Old_Town_North_SAP_2015-2017/OTNHistoricalSelfGuidedTour01222016.pdf
https://www.alexandriava.gov/uploadedFiles/planning/info/Old_Town_North_SAP_2015-2017/OTNHistoricalSelfGuidedTour01222016.pdf
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house first appears in the 1902 Sanborn map, in which we see the first reference to the 308 
address.  At this time, the two-story rear ell was reduced to one story, partitioned, and expanded 
to the south.  By 1921, the rear ells had been raised to 1-½ stories, which became two stories by 
1941.  Otherwise, the building’s footprint remained largely unaltered through the remainder of 
the 20th century. 
 
 
III. ANALYSIS 

As the BAR’s Design Guidelines assert, “Stoops, steps and railings provide the transition area 
between the public street and the private interior of a building and are an integral part of the 
overall architectural composition of a building.”  In the opinion of Staff, the proposed front steps 
and landing are an elegant solution towards creating an accessible, safe, and aesthetic entryway.  
 
The existing brick steps and sidewalls are not historic, likely dating to the early- or mid-20th 
century. Their form is bulky and crude, and while the use of brick is in keeping with the 
building’s construction material, as well as the sidewalk’s pavement, the modern bricks do not 
match the historic bricks in color or texture.  Staff is unaware of any brick stoops with brick 
cheeks for Greek Revival period buildings and these were generally made of large blocks of 
granite or marble.  The applicant’s proposal to use brick risers will keep a visual connection to 
this historic building material, while the use of prefabricated limestone treads and a prefabricated 
limestone landing with a bullnose edge will add a pleasing visual contrast.   
 
Similarly, the simple metal guardrail (painted black) will visually tie in with the neighbor’s 
railing (308 South Saint Asaph) in color and material.  The choice of these three materials is in 
keeping with the Design Guidelines, which state that “Stoops, steps and railings should be made 
of materials which are sympathetic to the building materials generally found in the historic 
district.”  In fact, a precedent for the mélange of brick and stone, step curvature, and use of a 
black metal railing can be seen further down South Saint Asaph Street, at house number 302.  
The stair’s slight curvature will allow natural light to filter into the existing basement window 
and light well, satisfying the Design Guidelines parameter that “Stoops, steps and railings should 
not hide, obscure, or cause the removal of historic architectural details.”  However, in order to 
avoid the window well, the steps do project more than 4’ into the public right-of-way on this 66’ 
wide street, so City Council must approve an encroachment ordinance.   
 
In summation, the proposed stair configuration meets state building code requirements, the 
existing interior floor plan and exterior grades, while the elegant design and high quality 
materials are consistent with the Design Guidelines and will complement this Greek Revival-
style residence.  Staff recommends approval of the application as submitted, subject to approval 
of an encroachment ordinance by City Council.  
 
 
 
STAFF 
Heather McMahon, Historic Preservation Planner, Planning & Zoning 
Al Cox, FAIA, Historic Preservation Manager, Planning & Zoning 
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IV. CITY DEPARTMENT COMMENTS

Legend: C- code requirement  R- recommendation  S- suggestion  F- finding 

Zoning Comments 

C-1 Steps not more than 12’ in length can project no more than 4’ beyond the street lot line 
per City Code section 5-2-29(a). A portion of the proposed stairs projects more than 4’. 
Length cannot be confirmed because plans are not to scale. 

Code Administration 

No comments received. 

Transportation and Environmental Services 

C1. The applicant shall comply with the City of Alexandria’s Solid Waste Control, Title 5, 
Chapter 1, which sets forth the requirements for the recycling of materials (Sec. 5-1-99). 
(T&ES) 

C2. The applicant shall comply with the City of Alexandria's Noise Control Code, Title 11, 
Chapter 5, which sets the maximum permissible noise level as measured at the property 
line. (T&ES) 

C3. All secondary utilities serving this site shall be placed underground. (Sec. 5-3-3) (T&ES) 

C4. Any work within the right-of-way requires a separate permit from T&ES. (Sec. 5-2) 
(T&ES) 

C5. All improvements to the city right-of-way such as curbing, sidewalk, driveway aprons, 
etc. must be city standard design. (Sec. 5-2-1) (T&ES) 

R1. The building permit must be approved and issued prior to the issuance of any permit for 
demolition. (T&ES) 

R2. Applicant shall be responsible for repairs to the adjacent city right-of-way if damaged 
during construction activity. (T&ES) 

R3. No permanent structure may be constructed over any existing private and/or public utility 
easements.  It is the responsibility of the applicant to identify any and all existing 
easements on the plan. (T&ES) 

F1. Previously reviewed under [BAR2012-00057, BAR2016-00179] (T&ES) 

F2. After review of the information provided, an approved grading plan is not required at this 
time.  Please note that if any changes are made to the plan it is suggested that T&ES be 
included in the review. (T&ES) 
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F3. If the alley located at the rear of the parcel is to be used at any point of the construction 
process the following will be required: 
For a Public Alley - The applicant shall contact T&ES, Construction & Inspection at 
(703) 746-4035 to discuss any permits and accommodation requirements that will be 
required.  
For a Private Alley - The applicant must provide proof, in the form of an affidavit at a 
minimum, from owner of the alley granting permission of use. (T&ES) 

Alexandria Archaeology 

No comments received. 

V.        ATTACHMENTS 

1 – Supplemental Materials  
2 – Application for BAR2016-0266: 310 South Saint Asaph Street 



Application & Materials
BAR2016-00266
310 S Saint Asaph St
8/8/2016

7

Attachment #1



Application & Materials
BAR2016-00266
310 S Saint Asaph St
8/8/2016

8



Application & Materials
BAR2016-00266
310 S Saint Asaph St
8/8/2016 9



Application & Materials
BAR2016-00266
310 S Saint Asaph St
8/8/2016

10



Application & Materials
BAR2016-00266
310 S Saint Asaph St
8/8/2016

11



Application & Materials
BAR2016-00266
310 S Saint Asaph St
8/8/2016

12



Application & Materials
BAR2016-00266
310 S Saint Asaph St
8/8/2016 13

Attachment #2



Application & Materials
BAR2016-00266
310 S Saint Asaph St
8/8/2016

14



Application & Materials
BAR2016-00266
310 S Saint Asaph St
8/8/2016 15



Application & Materials
BAR2016-00266
310 S Saint Asaph St
8/8/2016 16



Application & Materials
BAR2016-00266
310 S Saint Asaph St
8/8/2016 17




