
Docket Item # 3
BAR CASE #2016-00151

BAR Meeting

July 6, 2016

ISSUE:  Alterations 

APPLICANT:  Virtue Feed and Grain 

LOCATION: 106 South Union Street 

ZONE:   CD / Commercial 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Staff recommends approval of the application with the following conditions: 

1. The awnings should be attached through the mortar joints to the greatest extent possible

and limit damage to the historic brick.

2. The existing rooftop HVAC screening that was previously approved by the BAR and the

proposed new expansion of the screening must be painted prior to final mechanical

inspection.

3. No signs are to be permitted on the awnings.

4. The awnings must be retracted when the outdoor dining area is not open to customers for

use.
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BAR CASE # 2016-0151 

July 6, 2016 

GENERAL NOTES TO THE APPLICANT 

1. ISSUANCE OF CERTIFICATES OF APPROPRIATENESS AND PERMITS TO DEMOLISH:

Applicants must obtain a stamped copy of the Certificate of Appropriateness or Permit to Demolish PRIOR

to applying for a building permit.  Contact BAR Staff, Room 2100, City Hall, 703-746-3833, or

preservation@alexandriava.gov for further information.

2. APPEAL OF DECISION:  In accordance with the Zoning Ordinance, if the Board of Architectural Review

denies or approves an application in whole or in part, the applicant or opponent may appeal the Board’s

decision to City Council on or before 14 days after the decision of the Board.

3. COMPLIANCE WITH BAR POLICIES:  All materials must comply with the BAR’s adopted policies

unless otherwise specifically approved.

4. BUILDING PERMITS:  Most projects approved by the Board of Architectural Review require the issuance

of one or more construction permits by Building and Fire Code Administration (including signs).  The

applicant is responsible for obtaining all necessary construction permits after receiving Board of

Architectural Review approval.  Contact Code Administration, Room 4200, City Hall, 703-838-4360 for

further information.

5. EXPIRATION OF APPROVALS NOTE:  In accordance with Sections 10-106(B) and 10-206(B) of the

Zoning Ordinance, any official Board of Architectural Review approval will expire 12 months from the

date of issuance if the work is not commenced and diligently and substantially pursued by the end of that

12-month period.

6. HISTORIC PROPERTY TAX CREDITS:  Applicants performing extensive, certified rehabilitations of

historic properties may separately be eligible for state and/or federal tax credits.  Consult with the Virginia

Department of Historic Resources (VDHR) prior to initiating any work to determine whether the proposed

project may qualify for such credits. 
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BAR CASE # 2016-0151 

July 6, 2016 

I. ISSUE 

The applicant is requesting approval to install three substantial retractable awnings above the 

first floor outdoor dining area.  The awnings will extend approximately 11’- 6” into the portion 

of Wales Alley used by the restaurant as part of a License Agreement with the City to use a 

portion of the public way for outdoor dining.  The three retractable awnings will be aligned with 

each set of operable doors on the north elevation of the first floor.  Additionally, the applicant is 

requesting to add a new beam trolley and hoist on the existing three beams above the second 

story openings, also on the north elevation. 

The proposed retractable awnings are a significant reduction from the previously approved 

concept for a continuous glass canopy, and raised wood deck, shown below. 

Figure 1. Previously approved scheme for deck and canopy on north elevation in Wales Alley. 

The applicant is also requesting to extend the existing rooftop mechanical screen to further 

screen an existing exhaust hood that is proposed to be replaced and enlarged. 

II. HISTORY

The existing two-story rectangular brick warehouse at 106 South Union Street was constructed 

between 1912 and 1921 according to Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps.  In 2005, a very brief 

Historic Structures Report for 106 South Union Street was written by Derek Manning. 

According to this report, the warehouse and store at 106 South Union Street was constructed in 

1916 by the Hunt and Roberts Feed and Grain Company.  Prior to the construction of the existing 

building, earlier Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps, the G. M. Hopkins City Atlas of Alexandria from 

1877, and 19th century deed and tax records depict a warehouse with a similar footprint at this 

location.  In 1962, the building was sold and converted into a retail establishment, a use which 

continued until Olson’s Books vacated the property several years ago.  In 2010, the building was 
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BAR CASE # 2016-0151 

July 6, 2016 

converted into the current restaurant (BAR Case #2010-00171, 00172, & 00173, 7/21/10).  On 

March 16, 2016, the BAR approved the conversion of a window to an air intake louver on the 

north elevation and a change to the previously approved plans for the elements on Wales Alley 

(BAR Case #2016-00042).  Also in March 2016, the City entered into a License Agreement with 

the property owner to use approximately 1379 square feet of Wales Alley for outdoor dining, in 

accordance with the restaurant’s Special Use Permit. 

Despite numerous alterations over time, the existing early 20th century brick warehouse building 

retains a significant degree of historic integrity in regard to location, design, setting, materials, 

workmanship, feeling and association and is one of the few remaining buildings representing the 

historic industrial character of Alexandria’s early 20th century waterfront. 

Wales Alley is representative of the historic mid-block alley patterns along the waterfront.  The 

alleys served as drainage swales for the large warehouse roofs as well as fire separation from 

other warehouses.  The G. M. Hopkins City Atlas of Alexandria from 1877 illustrates the many 

alleys amid the warehouses that ran east/west from Union Street to The Strand.   

III. ANALYSIS

The Design Guidelines state that awnings should be appropriate and sympathetic to the historical 

style of the building to which they are attached”, “the color should be appropriate”, and 

“awnings should not overwhelm or obscure the architecture and decorative features.”  While this 

building would never have historically had awnings like this on a north elevation, staff notes that 

they are appropriately located and simply designed awnings that signal the conversion of the 

building from a warehouse to a restaurant use.  The proposed retractable awnings are similar to 

the awnings at the former Bittersweet restaurant and at the Catholic Bookstore on King Street.  

They are relatively open in appearance and, because the awnings are retractable and a reversible 

element, they will continue to reflect the current, more open condition that the alley dining area 

has, allowing the area to convey the sense of this space as a historic through-block alley to the 

waterfront.  The Google Streetview image in Figure 2 shows the current, more open condition.  

Staff recommends that the BAR require that the awnings be retracted daily and seasonally when 

the outdoor dining area is not open to customers for use.  
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BAR CASE # 2016-0151 

July 6, 2016 

Figure 2. View of Virtue (right side) and outdoor dining configuration in Wales Alley, looking east to 

Potomac River. 

The applicant’s awning attachment detail indicates that part of the hardware will be installed 

directly into the brick instead of through the mortar joints as the BAR regularly requires.  Staff 

recommends that the applicant continue to pursue an option that will only go through the mortar 

joint, or, if it must be through the brick that the installation be as minimally obtrusive to the brick 

as possible.  Staff notes that signage on the awnings is not appropriate. 

Additionally, staff has no objection to the extension of the existing rooftop HVAC screening 

across the roof to screen the proposed expanded exhaust hood.  Staff notes that the previously 

approved HVAC screening has not been painted yet and requires that it be painted as soon as 

possible. 

Therefore, staff recommends approval with the conditions noted above. 

STAFF 

Catherine K. Miliaras, Historic Preservation Planner, Planning & Zoning 

Al Cox, FAIA, Historic Preservation Manager, Planning & Zoning 

6



BAR CASE # 2016-0151 

July 6, 2016 

IV. CITY DEPARTMENT COMMENTS

Legend: C- code requirement  R- recommendation  S- suggestion  F- finding 

Zoning Comments 

C-1. Area for outdoor dining must conform to area approved under executed license 

agreement GEN16-02150. 

Code Administration 

No comments received. 

Transportation and Environmental Services 

R1. Applicant shall be responsible for repairs to the adjacent city right-of-way if damaged 

during construction activity. (T&ES) 

R2. No permanent structure may be constructed over any existing private and/or public utility 

easements.  It is the responsibility of the applicant to identify any and all existing 

easements on the plan. (T&ES) 

F1. Previously reviewed under [BAR2015-00042] (T&ES) 

F2. After review of the information provided, an approved grading plan is not required at this 

time.  Please note that if any changes are made to the plan it is suggested that T&ES be 

included in the review. (T&ES) 

F3. If the alley located at the rear of the parcel is to be used at any point of the construction 

process the following will be required: 

For a Public Alley - The applicant shall contact T&ES, Construction Permitting & 

Inspections at (703) 746-4035 to discuss any permits and accommodation requirements 

that will be required.  

For a Private Alley - The applicant must provide proof, in the form of an affidavit at a 

minimum, from owner of the alley granting permission of use. (T&ES) 

F4. The requested additions are not categorized as significant improvements and will not 

impact the floodplain. The awnings should be adequately adhered to the building and 

retracted during storm events. (Floodplain) 

C1. The applicant shall comply with the City of Alexandria’s Solid Waste Control, Title 5, 

Chapter 1, which sets forth the requirements for the recycling of materials (Sec. 5-1-99). 

(T&ES) 

C2. The applicant shall comply with the City of Alexandria's Noise Control Code, Title 11, 

Chapter 5, which sets the maximum permissible noise level as measured at the property 

line. (T&ES) 
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C3. Roof, surface and sub-surface drains be connected to the public storm sewer system, if 

available, by continuous underground pipe.  Where storm sewer is not available applicant 

must provide a design to mitigate impact of stormwater drainage onto adjacent properties 

and to the satisfaction of the Director of Transportation & Environmental Services.  

(Sec.5-6-224) (T&ES) 

C4. All secondary utilities serving this site shall be placed underground. (Sec. 5-3-3) (T&ES) 

C5. Any work within the right-of-way requires a separate permit from T&ES. (Sec. 5-2) 

(T&ES) 

C6. All improvements to the city right-of-way such as curbing, sidewalk, driveway aprons, 

etc. must be city standard design. (Sec. 5-2-1) (T&ES) 

Floodplain Comments 

F-1. The requested additions are not categorized as significant improvements and will not 

impact the floodplain. The awnings should be adequately adhered to the building and 

retracted during storm events. 

V. ATTACHMENTS 

1 – Supplemental Materials  

2 – Application for BAR 2016-0151: 106 South Union Street 
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Shop Categories Help
Welcome Log In

Account Tools
(0)

Lists

Call us 7 days a week

1.888.978.7759
Click to Chat

Log In View Cart Contact Us Track Order Quick Order

CAPACITY LBS 6000

COLOR FINISH Orange

ASSEMBLY Unassembled

BEAM WIDTH INCHES 3 to 8

BRAND Global Industrial

CONSTRUCTION Steel

HEAD ROOM INCHES 8.5

HOOK OPENING INCHES 1.77

LIMITED WARRANTY 1 Year

WEIGHT LBS 40

WHEEL DIAMETER INCHES 4­1/4 on Track (Inside); 5­1/2 Outside

"I" BEAM TROLLEY

Adjusts to fit width of beam. Self­aligning frame and ball bearing wheels.
Usable on straight or curved track. 1 Year Limited Warranty.  

Product Specifications

Have A Question About This Product? 

1 Question | 1 | Answer

Read All Q&A  Ask a Question

Product Information Photo/Video Gallery Warranty Customer Review Product Q&A Accessories

Rollover image to zoom in

prev   See all 22 items in product family next

I Beam Trolley 6,000 Pound Capacity
Item #: T9A241649
Sold By: globalindustrial.com

Usually ships same day. 

3 reviews  |  Write a review

Price: $199.95

Calculate Shipping Vestil Steel Gantry
Crane AHS­6­10­12
Adjustable Height 6000
Lb. Capacity

Vestil Steel Gantry
Crane AHS­6­15­12
Adjustable Height 6000
Lb. Capacity

Coffing Little Mule
Electric Chain Hoist
with Chain Container
2000 lb. Capacity

Quantity:   1

Add to list

Customers Who Viewed This
Also Viewed

Return to Category List Home  Material Handling  Hoists & Cranes  Trolleys­Manual & Electric Powered  Manual "I" Beam Trolleys

Previous
Item in product
family

0 Items ­ ($0.00)

All 

Email   Print

Frequently Purchased Together
Manual Chain Hoist 10 Foot
Lift 6,000 Pound Capacity
Not Yet Rated

$129.95

Manual Chain Hoist 20 Foot
Lift 6,000 Pound Capacity

(1)

$179.95

Coffing Little Mule Electric
Chain Hoist with Chain
Container 4000 lb. Capacity  Not Yet Rated

$2,616.00Add Add Add

Application & Materials
BAR2016-00151
106 S Union
June 15, 2016
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CAPACITY LBS 2000

COLOR FINISH Orange

ASSEMBLY Assembled

BRAND Global Industrial

CONSTRUCTION Steel

HEAD ROOM INCHES 12

LIFT FEET 10

LIMITED WARRANTY 1 Year

MODEL 241638

REFERENCE # 272164

WEIGHT LBS 23

CHAIN HOIST

Drop forge steel swivel hook with safety latch. Hardened steel load chain for
long life. Lubrication free load brake offers positive load control. Tempered
molybdenum steel gears. Lightweight and ideal for low ceiling applications.

Product Specifications

Have A Question About This Product? 

0 Question | 0 | Answer

Read All Q&A  Ask a Question

Answer A Question

Product Information Photo/Video Gallery Warranty Customer Review Product Q&A Accessories

Rollover image to zoom in

prev   See all 8 items in product family next

Manual Chain Hoist 10 Foot Lift 2,000
Pound Capacity
Item #: T9A241638
Sold By: globalindustrial.com

Usually ships same day. 

3 reviews  |  Write a review

Price: $79.00

Calculate Shipping
Vestil Steel Gantry
Crane FHS­2­10 10'
Fixed Height 2000 Lb.
Capacity

Vestil Aluminum Gantry
Crane AHA­2­8­12
Adjustable Height ­
2,000 lb. Capacity

Vestil Aluminum Gantry
Crane AHA­2­12­12
Adjustable Height ­
2,000 lb. Capacity

Quantity:   1

Add to list

Customers Who Viewed This
Also Viewed

Return to Category List Home  Material Handling  Hoists & Cranes  Hoists­Manual Chain  Manual Chain Hoists

Previous
Item in product
family

0 Items ­ ($0.00)

All 

Email   Print

Frequently Purchased Together
I Beam Trolley 2,000 Pound
Capacity

(2)

$89.95

Lift­All® EE1603DFX3 Web
Sling 1 Ply Eye & Eye 3 Feet
Long 3 Inches Wide  Not Yet Rated

$19.50

Vestil Magnetic Load Lifter
Magnet ML­2 5"L x 2­1/2"W x
6­1/2"H  (2)

$177.95Add Add Add

Application & Materials 
BAR2016-00151
106 S Union
June 15, 2016
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