
 

 

        Docket Item # 2016-0131 

BAR CASE # 4 

         

        BAR Meeting 

        May 18, 2016 

 

 

ISSUE:    Signage  

 

APPLICANT:  Anthony Bianucci 
 

LOCATION:  1101 King Street, suite 110A 

 

ZONE:   KR / King Street Retail   

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

 

1. Staff recommends approval of a Certificate of Appropriateness for the proposed Orange 

Theory signs with the condition that the wall sign is mounted with anchors into the 

mortar joints and not the brick.  

 

2. In addition, Staff recommends approval of a coordinated sign program for 1101 King 

Street that includes administrative approval of the following: 

a. A consistent awning style and color for all ground floor windows/doors; 

b. Allowance for white sign graphics on the awning valances; 

c. A wall sign or projecting sign for all ground floor retail tenants; 

d. Limited window and door graphics; 

 

3. As part of a coordinated sign program, if a large portion of the building is leased to a 

primary or anchor tenant staff recommends Board approval of only one building 

identification sign for the building, to be installed on the wall at the  level of the 

façade.  The sign may either be externally or halo illuminated. 
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GENERAL NOTES TO THE APPLICANT 
 

1. ISSUANCE OF CERTIFICATES OF APPROPRIATENESS AND PERMITS TO DEMOLISH: 

Applicants must obtain a stamped copy of the Certificate of Appropriateness or Permit to Demolish PRIOR 

to applying for a building permit.  Contact BAR Staff, Room 2100, City Hall, 703-746-3833, or 

preservation@alexandriava.gov for further information. 

 

2. APPEAL OF DECISION:  In accordance with the Zoning Ordinance, if the Board of Architectural Review 

denies or approves an application in whole or in part, the applicant or opponent may appeal the Board’s 

decision to City Council on or before 14 days after the decision of the Board. 

 

3. COMPLIANCE WITH BAR POLICIES:  All materials must comply with the BAR’s adopted policies 

unless otherwise specifically approved. 

 

4. BUILDING PERMITS:  Most projects approved by the Board of Architectural Review require the issuance 

of one or more construction permits by Building and Fire Code Administration (including signs).  The 

applicant is responsible for obtaining all necessary construction permits after receiving Board of 

Architectural Review approval.  Contact Code Administration, Room 4200, City Hall, 703-838-4360 for 

further information. 

 

5. EXPIRATION OF APPROVALS NOTE:  In accordance with Sections 10-106(B) and 10-206(B) of the 

Zoning Ordinance, any official Board of Architectural Review approval will expire 12 months from the 

date of issuance if the work is not commenced and diligently and substantially pursued by the end of that 

12-month period. 

 

6. HISTORIC PROPERTY TAX CREDITS:  Applicants performing extensive, certified rehabilitations of 

historic properties may separately be eligible for state and/or federal tax credits.  Consult with the Virginia 

Department of Historic Resources (VDHR) prior to initiating any work to determine whether the proposed 

project may qualify for such credits. 
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I. ISSUE 

The applicant is requesting approval of a Certificate of Appropriateness for a 28” by 98” 

(approximately 19 square foot) wall sign to be mounted above a new retail business, Orange 

Theory Fitness, at 1101 King Street, Suite 110A.  The business occupies the three westernmost 

bays of the King Street elevation of the building (Figure 1).  The sign will have the business 

name and logo with orange, red and grey lettering on a black PVC background.  The sign will be 

centered on the brick pier above the door and first window, in the same general area as the 

existing temporary banner.  Additionally, the applicant has already installed door graphics which 

include the logo, phone number and hours of operation.  This sign measures 1.62 square feet.  

 

 
Figure 1: King Street elevation showing Orange Theory tenant space 
 

The applicant has indicated that the posters advertising Orange Theory in two windows adjacent 

to the business will be removed.  

 

II. HISTORY 

The commercial building at 1101 King Street was designed by the architectural firm of Zinser & 

Dunn and was “cast in the design of numerous other Colonial-style buildings in Old Town 

Alexandria…”, according to the Washington Post (New Crown for King Street, by Beth 

Bateman, October 19, 1985).  When the building was designed in 1983 this part of King Street 

was not located in the historic district, but the following year the district boundaries were 

expanded and the King Street portion of the building was included in the district (Figure 2).  It is 
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the Board’s practice to review the entire building if any portion of the building is located within 

the boundaries of the district in order to maintain the architectural integrity of the overall design.  

 

 
Figure 2: Site map showing the building footprint and the historic district boundary 

Since its construction, the Board has approved a number of signs at the subject property, 

including signs for two tenants occupying large portions of the building, HDR and the American 

Society of Travel Agents.  Those two signs, shown in the figure below (Figure 3), have since 

been removed.  Staff could find no Board approval of the large projecting illuminated sign for 

Lasik, which is located on the North Henry Street elevation of the building; it’s likely that this 

sign was never routed to BAR staff.  BAR staff has also administratively approved a number of 

cellular antennas on the roof. 

 
Figure 3: Google map photo showing two previous BAR-approved signs. 

 

III. ANALYSIS 

Although staff could not locate a coordinated sign program for this building, the use of consistent 

maroon awnings with white valance signage is clearly intended to create a unified streetscape.  In 

working with the owner of Orange Theory, staff sought the building owner’s involvement in the 

creation of a coordinated sign program.  The building owner, 1101 King Street Condominium, is 

not interested in participating in that process at this time.  Given the lack of an overall sign plan 
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for this building, Staff is recommending that the Board approve the proposed wall sign for 

Orange Theory, as well as a coordinated sign program for future tenants in the building, in order 

to guide staff for future administrative sign approval.  

 

While the awnings with signage provide a level of consistency and unity on this large building, 

Staff is supportive of additional signage for a number of reasons. First, the frontage of the 

building allows for much greater sign area, based on the zoning ordinance allowance for one 

square foot of signage for every linear foot of building width.  Second, the monolithic building 

with repetitive street-level architecture provides little variety and interest and is not pedestrian 

friendly.  Third, additional signage would help to further animate the building, especially for 

pedestrians at the ground level.  Staff recommends that in addition to the allowance for signage 

on the exiting awnings, that ground floor tenants be permitted to install either a wall or 

projecting signproj, and limited window graphics, provided that the signage does not exceed the 

zoning allowance for each business’ street frontage.  Further, should the majority of the building 

be leased to a large tenant, Staff would support the installation of a single, building identification 

sign.   

 

After years of vacant retail storefronts, particularly around the King and North Henry Street 

corner, the owner has begun to aggressively market the building.  Staff has no objection to the 

proposed Orange Theory wall sign, provided that it is installed into the mortar joints and not the 

brick, and is hopeful that other ground-floor retail uses will soon join Orange Theory.   

 

With those conditions, Staff recommends approval of the application, as well as a coordinated 

sign program for 1101 King Street.  

 

STAFF 

Stephanie Sample, Historic Preservation Planner, Planning & Zoning 

Al Cox, FAIA, Historic Preservation Manager, Planning & Zoning 

 

 

 

IV. CITY DEPARTMENT COMMENTS  

Legend: C- code requirement  R- recommendation  S- suggestion  F- finding 

 

Zoning Comments 

C-1 Based on 28 feet of frontage, the two proposed signs will comply with zoning. All other 

signs must be removed.  

 Wall Sign: 2.33’ by 8.17’ = 19.03 sq ft 

 Door Decal: 1.08’ by 1.5’= 1.62 sq ft 

 

Code Administration 

No comments received.  

 

Transportation and Environmental Services 

R1. Applicant shall be responsible for repairs to the adjacent city right-of-way if damaged 

during construction activity. (T&ES) 
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C-1 Any work within the right-of-way requires a separate permit from T&ES. (Sec. 5-2) 

(T&ES) 

 

C-2 A sign may be erected or displayed flat against a building wall or at an angle thereto, so 

long as the sign does not project more than four feet from the building wall or within one 

foot of an established curb line and the bottom of the sign is at least eight feet above a 

sidewalk or parking area and at least 14.5 feet above any alley. (Sec. 5-2-29(c)) (T&ES) 

 

C-3 If any portion of the signage encroaches in the right of way, the owner shall obtain and 

maintain a policy of general liability insurance in the amount of $1,000,000 which will 

indemnify the owner (and all successors in interest); and the city as an additional named 

insured. (Sec. 5-29 (h)(1)) (T&ES) 

 

C-5   The applicant shall comply with the City of Alexandria's Noise Control Code, Title 11, 

Chapter 5, which sets the maximum permissible noise level as measured at the property 

line. (T&ES) 

 

C-6 All improvements to the city right-of-way such as curbing, sidewalk, driveway aprons, 

etc. must be city standard design. (sec. 5-2-1) (T&ES) 

 

 

V.  ATTACHMENTS 

1 – Supplemental Materials  

2 – Application for BAR 2016-0131: 1101 King Street 
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