
        Docket Item # 2 

        BAR CASE # 2016-0134 

         

        BAR Meeting 

        May 18, 2016 

 

ISSUE:  Certificate of Appropriateness for Signs and Alterations   

  

APPLICANT:   Thompson Hospitality 

 

LOCATION:  801 King Street 

 

ZONE:  KR / King Street Retail 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Staff recommends that the Board approve the Certificate of Appropriateness application with the 

conditions that any exposed electrical conduit be painted to match the adjacent wall color and the 

LED wall sconces are controlled by a lockable dimmer switch. 

 

 

GENERAL NOTES TO THE APPLICANT 
 

1. ISSUANCE OF CERTIFICATES OF APPROPRIATENESS AND PERMITS TO DEMOLISH: 

Applicants must obtain a stamped copy of the Certificate of Appropriateness or Permit to Demolish PRIOR 

to applying for a building permit.  Contact BAR Staff, Room 2100, City Hall, 703-746-3833, or 

preservation@alexandriava.gov for further information. 

 

2. APPEAL OF DECISION:  In accordance with the Zoning Ordinance, if the Board of Architectural Review 

denies or approves an application in whole or in part, the applicant or opponent may appeal the Board’s 

decision to City Council on or before 14 days after the decision of the Board. 

 

3. COMPLIANCE WITH BAR POLICIES:  All materials must comply with the BAR’s adopted policies 

unless otherwise specifically approved. 

 

4. BUILDING PERMITS:  Most projects approved by the Board of Architectural Review require the issuance 

of one or more construction permits by Building and Fire Code Administration (including signs).  The 

applicant is responsible for obtaining all necessary construction permits after receiving Board of 

Architectural Review approval.  Contact Code Administration, Room 4200, City Hall, 703-838-4360 for 

further information. 

 

5. EXPIRATION OF APPROVALS NOTE:  In accordance with Sections 10-106(B) and 10-206(B) of the 

Zoning Ordinance, any official Board of Architectural Review approval will expire 12 months from the 

date of issuance if the work is not commenced and diligently and substantially pursued by the end of that 

12-month period. 

 

6. HISTORIC PROPERTY TAX CREDITS:  Applicants performing extensive, certified rehabilitations of 

historic properties may separately be eligible for state and/or federal tax credits.  Consult with the Virginia 

Department of Historic Resources (VDHR) prior to initiating any work to determine whether the proposed 

project may qualify for such credits. 
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I. ISSUE 

 

The Certificate of Appropriateness application for exterior alterations and signs at 801 King 

Street are to accommodate the new tenant “Hen Quarter.”  The changes to the building include: 

 

Signs 

 A vinyl decal with the tenant’s slogan on the window to the left and right of the front 

entrance (3.12 sq. ft. total) 

 A vinyl decal with the new tenant’s name and logo on each of the front entry doors (2.53 

sq. ft. total) 

 Reuse the existing non-illuminated menu box to the right of the front entrance (3.95 sq. 

ft.) 

 Replace the awning/sign above the front entry doors. (7.24 sq. ft. total)  The new, black 

Sunbrella canvas awning will contain the tenant’s slogan, logo and name. 

 Reface the existing, horizontally mounted, 3’ by 2’ (6 sq. ft.) blade sign mounted on the 

Columbus Street elevation with the new tenant’s name and logo. 

 Install new awnings containing signs on the first floor (16 sq. ft.)  

 

Total Proposed:  38.84 sq. ft. 

 

Sign Calculations 

 

King Street Frontage  27.71 ft 

Awning facing King Street  8 sq ft 

Window facing King Street  1.56 sq ft 

½ of corner awning   3.62 sq ft 

Entry door (west)   2.5 (must be verified by zoning) 

 

N. Columbus Street Frontage 83.21 ft 

Awning facing N. Columbus Street 8 sq ft 

Window facing N Columbus Street 1.56 sq ft 

½ of corner awning   3.62 sq ft 

Hanging sign    6 sq ft 

Entry door (east)   1.87 sq. ft. (must be verified by zoning) 

Menu board    3.0 sq. ft. (must be verified by zoning) 

 

Alterations 

 Repaint the brick façade.  The main body color will be re-painted from turquoise to a 

light gray and accented with dark dray trim.   

 Replace the existing fabric awnings with new, black Sunbrella canvas awnings. 

 Replace the existing seven (7) hammered copper sconces with up/down lights along the 

first floor outdoor dining area and flanking the storefront and entry with new, square 

aluminum gray/brown sconces with up down lights. 
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II. HISTORY 
 

801 King Street is a two-story brick Vernacular Victorian commercial building.  The evidence of 

the Sanborn maps indicates that the building was constructed prior to 1902 and was possibly 

altered between 1902-1907 to provide the angled corner storefront entrance.  The building has  

been significantly altered, but the original two-tiered segmental arches, now filled in, are still 

visible on the Columbus Street elevation. 

 

Previous Approvals 

The BAR approved six awnings for the building in 1997; (BAR Case#97-015, 7/16/97).  In 1991, 

the Board also approved signs, awnings and painting of the building (BAR Case #91-103, 

5/1/91).  Finally, most recently in 2013, BAR approved the current signs and awnings on the 

building (BAR2013-0219; 9/25/13.) 

 

 
Figure 1: Existing Conditions - 801 King Street 

III. ANALYSIS 
 

The current proposal is essentially replacement of the existing exterior lighting with new fixtures 

in the existing locations and a “re-facing” of the existing awning structure, and removing the 

decals and hanging signs and replacing them with the new restaurant’s logo and name - with the 

exception additional signs proposed for the first floor awnings.  With the exception of these two 

new awning signs, the signs replace the existing signs in location.  However, the sizes of the new 

signs are slightly different due to business logo and text changes, as shown in the table below.   

 
Sign 2013 Square Footage 2016 Proposed Square 

Footage 
Vinyl Decal on Columbus 

Street Window 
5.66 1.56 

Vinyl Decal on King Street 

Window 
5.66 1.56 

Vinyl Decals on Entry Doors 1.48 4.37 
Entry Awning Sign 5.66 7.24 
Blade Sign 6.00 6.00 
King Street Awning Sign  8 
Columbus Street Awning 

Sign 
 8 
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Menu Box 3.0 3.0 
Total sq. ft. 27.46 39.73 

 

Additionally, the zoning staff will need to ensure that all of the signs are in conformance with the 

Zoning Ordinance regulations (see zoning comments).  The applicant has provided corrected 

calculations.  However, these calculations will need to be verified by zoning staff prior to 

submission of the construction drawings and the release of permits. 

 

Signs 

The Design Guidelines recommend that signs should augment, not compete with, the 

surrounding architecture.  Signs should not overwhelm or obscure the architecture and decorative 

features of historic buildings.   

 

The applicant has conveyed the need for additional signs on the Columbus and King Street 

frontage.  Initially, staff was concerned about additional signs on the first floor awnings, not 

because they were inappropriate for the streetscape, but previous BAR decisions for this building 

specifically denied additional first floor awning signage.1  However, a further examination of 

more recent BAR decisions on signage on corner buildings, illustrates that the sign area proposed 

is consistent with the amount of signage approved for other corner buildings of similar size along 

King Street (see below.) 

 

 
Name/Address Frontage 1 Frontage 1 Signs 

Approved by 

BAR (Sq. Ft.) 

Frontage 2 Frontage 1 

Signs 

Approved by 

BAR (Sq. Ft.) 

Total Signs 

(Sq. Ft.) 

Percentage 

frontage/signs 

801 King Proposed 27.71’/King 15.68 (Proposed) 83.21’/Columbus 24.05 

(Proposed) 

39.73 36% 

100 King/Carluccios 72’/King 35.85 41’/Union 19.62 55.47 49% 

700 King/LuLuLemon 43’/King 8  77’/ Wash 9 17 14% 

901 King/ White House 
Black Market 

27’/King 12 71’/Alfred 12 24 24% 

 

 

Staff finds that the signs are still consistent with the Board’s original approval, and recommends 

that the Board approve all the signs as proposed. 
 

Awnings 

The Design Guidelines recommend that shed or sloped awnings are more appropriate than other 

awnings forms…awnings should be made of a canvas type fabric. Signs and awnings are 

prominent visual elements of the streetscape in commercial areas of the historic districts.   

 

Staff supports the replacement of the awning fabric on the current frames.  According to the 

BAR’s Administrative Approval of Signs Policy “Existing awnings already approved by the BAR 

may be replaced in the same size, style and material with a new color and new text/logo so long as 

the new text/logo is no larger than what the BAR previously approved.”  The proposed Sunbrella 

brand canvas material is consistent with the Design Guidelines and the replacement fabric could 

                                                           
1 See BAR #2017-00197 on July 16, 1997. 
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have been separately approved administratively but was included with this application package 

to save the applicant money and to provide the BAR a better understanding of the overall design 

proposal.  Staff recommends approval of the new awning fabric.   

Wall Sconces 

The Design Guidelines recommend that utilitarian lighting fixtures on the facades of buildings 

should generally be painted the predominant color of the building so that they do not form 

prominent visual components of a façade.  Care must be taken not to produce inappropriate or 

misdirected light, which detracts from the appearance of the historic district.   

 

The current application proposes to remove the copper “Texas Star” up/down lights for the use 

of much simpler wall mounted box lights, to provide pedestrian level illumination along the 

storefront and the outdoor dining area.  The proposed sconces will be aluminum with a 

brown/gray finish and will be illuminated with LEDs.  Staff finds that the lighting is compatible 

and appropriate for this building with the recommendation that any exposed electrical conduit be 

painted to match the adjacent wall color and that the sconces be are controlled by a lockable 

dimmer switch. 

 

Paint Colors 

While the Board does not normally review paint color, this building has been noted in previous 

hearings as very controversial in the community when it was originally painted turquoise to 

reflect the southwestern theme of the restaurant, though the color has become accepted over 

time.   Staff notes that the proposed gray and black color scheme would provide a fresh design 

change to the building, yet be compatible with the other buildings on King Street that are painted 

white nearby. 

 

Staff recommends approval of the application, with the conditions noted above. 

 

STAFF 

Michele Oaks, Urban Planner, Historic Preservation Section, Planning & Zoning 

Al Cox, FAIA, Manager, Historic Preservation Section, Planning & Zoning 

IV.  CITY DEPARTMENT COMMENTS 

Legend:      C - code requirement  R - recommendation   S – suggestion   F- finding 

 

Zoning Administration 

C-1 Applicant must confirm awnings will have a clearance of at least eight feet above a 

sidewalk prior to hearing. 

 

C-2 Proposed sign on the awnings appear larger than the window signs, but dimensions are 

the same.  Applicant must confirm dimensions are the same for awning and window 

signs.  

 

Code Administration 

No comments received. 

 

Transportation & Environmental Services 
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R1. Applicant shall be responsible for repairs to the adjacent city right-of-way if damaged 

during construction activity. (T&ES) 

 

R2. All improvements to the city right-of-way such as curbing, sidewalk, driveway aprons, 

etc. must be city standard design. (T&ES) 

 

R3. No permanent structure may be constructed over any existing private and/or public utility 

easements.  It is the responsibility of the applicant to identify any and all existing 

easements on the plan. (T&ES) 

 

R4. The building permit must be approved and issued prior to the issuance of any permit for 

demolition. (T&ES) 

 

C-1 A sign may be erected or displayed flat against a building wall or at an angle thereto, so 

long as the sign does not project more than four feet from the building wall or within one 

foot of an established curb line and the bottom of the sign is at least eight feet above a 

sidewalk or parking area and at least 14.5 feet above any alley. (Sec. 5-2-29(c)) (T&ES) 

 

C-2 Canopies, awnings and marquees suspended from a building or structure with no ground 

supports, having a clearance of at least eight feet above a sidewalk, extending no more 

than four feet beyond the front property line and extending to no more than one foot from 

the established curb line, may be erected. (Sec. 5-2-29(d))  (T&ES) 

 

C-3 The owner shall obtain and maintain a policy of general liability insurance in the amount 

of $1,000,000 which will indemnify the owner (and all successors in interest); and the 

City as an Additional Insured. (Sec. 5-29 (h)(1)) (T&ES) 

 

C-4 Roof, surface and sub-surface drains shall be connect to the public storm sewer system, if 

available, by continuous underground pipe.  Where a storm sewer is not available, the 

applicant must provide a design to mitigate impact of stormwater drainage onto adjacent 

properties and to the satisfaction of the Director of Transportation & Environmental 

Services. (5-6-224) (T&ES) 

 

C-5   The applicant shall comply with the City of Alexandria's Noise Control Code, Title 11, 

Chapter 5, which sets the maximum permissible noise level as measured at the property 

line. (T&ES) 

 

C-6 All secondary utilities serving this site shall be placed underground. (Sec. 5-3-3) (T&ES) 

 

C-7   The applicant shall comply with the City of Alexandria’s Solid Waste Control, Title 5, 

Chapter 1, which sets forth the requirements for the recycling of materials (Sec. 5-1-99). 

(T&ES) 

 

C-8 Any work within or performed from the right-of-way requires a separate permit from 

T&ES. (Sec. 5-2) (T&ES) 
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V. ATTACHMENTS 

1 – Supporting Materials  

2 – Application BAR2016-0134 at 801 King Street 
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