
Docket Item # 8 

BAR CASE # 2016-00106 

         

        BAR Meeting 

        May 4, 2016 

 

 

ISSUE:  Alterations (Window Replacement)  

 

APPLICANT: Firehouse Square, LLC by Paul O’Sullivan, Architect 

 

LOCATION:  908 King Street 

 

ZONE:  KR / King Street Urban Retail 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
Staff recommends approval of the Certificate of Appropriateness with the condition that the final 

shop drawings for the new windows be approved by BAR staff.  

 

 

 

GENERAL NOTES TO THE APPLICANT 
 

1. ISSUANCE OF CERTIFICATES OF APPROPRIATENESS AND PERMITS TO DEMOLISH: 

Applicants must obtain a stamped copy of the Certificate of Appropriateness or Permit to Demolish PRIOR 

to applying for a building permit.  Contact BAR Staff, Room 2100, City Hall, 703-746-3833, or 

preservation@alexandriava.gov for further information. 

 

2. APPEAL OF DECISION:  In accordance with the Zoning Ordinance, if the Board of Architectural Review 

denies or approves an application in whole or in part, the applicant or opponent may appeal the Board’s 

decision to City Council on or before 14 days after the decision of the Board. 

 

3. COMPLIANCE WITH BAR POLICIES:  All materials must comply with the BAR’s adopted policies 

unless otherwise specifically approved. 

 

4. BUILDING PERMITS:  Most projects approved by the Board of Architectural Review require the issuance 

of one or more construction permits by Building and Fire Code Administration (including signs).  The 

applicant is responsible for obtaining all necessary construction permits after receiving Board of 

Architectural Review approval.  Contact Code Administration, Room 4200, City Hall, 703-838-4360 for 

further information. 

 

5. EXPIRATION OF APPROVALS NOTE:  In accordance with Sections 10-106(B) and 10-206(B) of the 

Zoning Ordinance, any official Board of Architectural Review approval will expire 12 months from the 

date of issuance if the work is not commenced and diligently and substantially pursued by the end of that 

12-month period. 

 

6. HISTORIC PROPERTY TAX CREDITS:  Applicants performing extensive, certified rehabilitations of 

historic properties may separately be eligible for state and/or federal tax credits.  Consult with the Virginia 

Department of Historic Resources (VDHR) prior to initiating any work to determine whether the proposed 

project may qualify for such credits. 
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I.  ISSUE 
The applicant is requesting a Certificate of Appropriateness to replace windows on the first, 

second, and third stories at 908 King Street.  The existing windows on the first floor are square, 

double-glazed, fixed sash transoms.  The windows on the second and third floors are tripartite 

windows which contain a double-glazed, fixed sash window flanked with 1/1, double-glazed, 

double hung windows with horns on the upper sash, capped with single light transoms.   This 

three-story commercial building is located on the south side of King Street in the center of the 

block between and North Alfred and North Patrick Streets.  The applicant is requesting approval 

of custom, double-glazed extruded aluminum windows to replicate the existing window profile 

manufactured by Devac Aluminum Windows.   

 

II.  HISTORY 

The cut stone, three-story commercial building at 908 King Street was constructed by 19301 for 

the Montgomery Ward retail store chain.  In the 1960s, Montgomery Ward opened new stores in 

larger shopping centers and malls around the area, which caused the closing of this King Street 

store.  Furniture repair and antiques shops operated there at different times in the 1970s, but by 

the late 1970s, the store was vacant.2  In 1989, this building and the adjacent two-story building 

to the east was extensively remodeled and four-story additions were added to the east and west 

creating the current large office complex, which is known today as Firehouse Square3  

 

    
908 King recent photo 

 

                                                           
1 The building was constructed between 1921-1931 based on the Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps and “nearing 

completion” according to an article in the Washington Post on May 5, 1929. 
2 Out of the Attic, January 25, 2012. 
3 From staff’s interview with project architect, Dan Bairley on 4/21/16. 

3



BAR CASE #2016-00106 

May 4, 2016 

    

 

 

 

III.  ANALYSIS 
The proposed alterations comply with the Zoning Ordinance. 

 

Based on a site inspection (see photos below), the windows appear to date from the 1989 

renovation.  On the east and west side elevations, the sash and trim have been completely 

replaced.  On the front elevation, the 1930s sash was retrofitted with a second pane of glass on 

the exterior.   However, these 1930s sash inspected by Staff were not constructed with mortise 

and tenon joinery and do not display the hand craftsmanship of earlier periods.  All the sashes on 

both elevations contain vinyl jamb liners and modern float glass.  These windows are generally 

simple in their design and trim profile, reflecting the 1930s Modernist aesthetic for commercial 

structures, with the exception of the double hung sash which contain decorative “horns” at the 

bottom corners of the upper sash. 

 

           
                 Exterior East (Side)               Interior 2nd Floor Front           Exterior 2nd Floor Front 

 
Figure 2:  Windows: Existing Conditions 

 

As with many early 20th century buildings, this structure is an eclectic combination of 

architectural styles.  The shaped parapet, urns, inset panels, and decorative relief designs recall 

the late 19th /early 20th century Mission style while the symmetrical façade, pilasters, belt course, 

and tripartite windows are from the early 20th century Italian Renaissance style.   

 

The BAR’s adopted Window Policy, last amended 11/30/13, states that: 

 

1. Previously replaced, 1/1 or 2/2 sash windows with modern float glass may be 

replaced with double-glazed painted wood windows in the historically appropriate 

style on any façade.  

 

2. High quality, appropriately detailed aluminum-clad wood, wood composite, or 

fiberglass replacement windows may be used on any 20th century commercial 

building more than four stories in height and on multifamily projects with greater 

than four units.   

 

This application provides an interesting case study of application of the Board’s Window Policy.  

First, it appears that the repairs made in 1989 to the 1930s windows on the façade significantly 
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altered their historic integrity and replacement can be permitted by the BAR’s adopted policy.  

Second, both because the building was completed after 1930 and because these are either 1/1 or 

single light fixed panes, double glazing is also permitted by the policy.  However, aluminum, or 

even aluminum clad wood windows are normally permitted only on buildings dating from 1969 

or later, when these materials became widely available locally for residential use.   

Commercial use of aluminum windows is somewhat different and the National Park Service 

Preservation Tech Notes #22 states “Many people are surprised to learn that aluminum windows 

in buildings have been around since the 1930s and that numerous landmark buildings in the 

1930s and 1940s prominently featured them in their design.”  This included the use of 2,652 

double hung aluminum windows in the City Services Building in New York City in 1932.  

Because of this ambiguity, the Board reserved the ability to interpret the window policy on a 

case-by-case basis. 

In this particular case, the original windows proposed for replacement are all above the first floor 

awning, roughly 18 feet above the sidewalk and their material selection will not be easily visible 

from the street.  In addition, while this portion of the building is only three stories tall, the floor 

heights make this building appear much taller and staff can support the use of a modern material, 

such as extruded aluminum windows on those upper floors of a 1930s era building in this 

instance. 

Staff recommends approval of the application with the condition that the shop drawings for the 

new windows will be approved by BAR staff.  

STAFF 

Michele Oaks, Historic Preservation Planner, Planning & Zoning 

Al Cox, FAIA, Historic Preservation Manager, Planning & Zoning 

IV. CITY DEPARTMENT COMMENTS

Legend: C - code requirement R - recommendation S - suggestion F- finding 

Zoning 

C-1 Proposed window replacements comply with zoning. 

Code Administration 

No Comments Received. 

Transportation and Environmental Services 

No Comments Received. 

V. ATTACHMENTS 

1 – Supplemental Materials  

2 – Application for BAR2016-00106; 908 King Street 
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