
Docket Item # 2 
BAR CASE # 2016-00059 & 000060 

BAR Meeting 
April 6, 2016 

ISSUE:  Partial demolition and alteration 

APPLICANT:  Margaret Murphy 

LOCATION: 426 North Union Street 

ZONE: RM / Residential 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
That the masonry between the two existing windows on the second floor be removed and a third 
window of equal size and design be inserted in between, with mullions filling in between the 
three equally spaced windows.   

GENERAL NOTES TO THE APPLICANT 

1. ISSUANCE OF CERTIFICATES OF APPROPRIATENESS AND PERMITS TO DEMOLISH: Applicants
must obtain a stamped copy of the Certificate of Appropriateness or Permit to Demolish PRIOR to applying for
a building permit.  Contact BAR Staff, Room 2100, City Hall, 703-746-3833, or
preservation@alexandriava.gov for further information.

2. APPEAL OF DECISION:  In accordance with the Zoning Ordinance, if the Board of Architectural Review
denies or approves an application in whole or in part, the applicant or opponent may appeal the Board’s
decision to City Council on or before 14 days after the decision of the Board.

3. COMPLIANCE WITH BAR POLICIES:  All materials must comply with the BAR’s adopted policies unless
otherwise specifically approved.

4. BUILDING PERMITS:  Most projects approved by the Board of Architectural Review require the issuance of
one or more construction permits by Building and Fire Code Administration (including signs).  The applicant is
responsible for obtaining all necessary construction permits after receiving Board of Architectural Review
approval.  Contact Code Administration, Room 4200, City Hall, 703-838-4360 for further information.

5. EXPIRATION OF APPROVALS NOTE:  In accordance with Sections 10-106(B) and 10-206(B) of the Zoning
Ordinance, any official Board of Architectural Review approval will expire 12 months from the date of issuance
if the work is not commenced and diligently and substantially pursued by the end of that 12-month period.

6. HISTORIC PROPERTY TAX CREDITS:  Applicants performing extensive, certified rehabilitations of historic
properties may separately be eligible for state and/or federal tax credits.  Consult with the Virginia Department
of Historic Resources (VDHR) prior to initiating any work to determine whether the proposed project may
qualify for such credits. 
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BAR CASE # 2016-0059 & 2016-0060 
  April 6, 2016 

 
Note:  Staff coupled the applications for a Permit to Demolish (BAR #2016-0059) and 
Certificate for Appropriate (BAR #2016-0060) for clarity and brevity. 
 
I. ISSUE 

The applicant is requesting removal of a portion of the brick wall and two single windows at the 
second floor of the front façade in order to install a picture window.  The new picture window is 
comprised of a large single-light fixed window flanked by six-over-six double-hung windows.  
The window is not a bay window, as it does not project from the face of the masonry wall, 
though the new window will be framed by a large head and jamb trim applied on top of the brick. 
 
II. HISTORY 

The three-and-a-half story, three-bay, vernacular Federal Revival style brick townhouse at 119 
Queen Street is one of a group of 86 three-story brick townhouses bounded by North Union, 
North Lee, Queen and Oronoco Streets which were approved by City Council in 1968 (Special 
Use Permit #1084) and constructed in 1971.  At the time the area was developed it was not 
within the boundaries of the Old and Historic Alexandria District, but it was added to the district 
in June of 1984 at the request of the property owners at that time.  BAR Staff could not locate 
any prior approvals for the subject property, though the three single dormers at the attic story 
were not part of the original design. 
 
III. ANALYSIS 

The BAR frequently receives applications from owners in this particular subdivision for large 
dormers, roof decks and bay windows to enhance views of the Potomac River from their homes.  
Most of the townhouses in this development have had some exterior alteration over the years, 
some done before the area was in the Old and Historic Alexandria District and some after 
expansion of the district.  The alterations range from being appropriate and compatible to 
unsympathetic and poorly designed.  As these are not historic townhouses, and many are located 
several blocks from the nearest historic building, the Board has been more forgiving regarding 
alterations and renovations and the issue for the BAR is related to architectural design 
compatibility with the overall district rather than historic preservation.   
 
However, the context and value of these once modest houses has changed significantly since 
they were originally constructed and the BAR has recently agreed that structures that face public 
parks should be held to a higher design standard because of their visibility.  In recent years, the 
most successful projects have considered the existing facades as a starting point and the 
composition and new features of the designs have been thoughtful and comprehensive.  An 
example of this comprehensive approach can be found at 100 Quay Street and at 416 N Union. 
 
Like all dwellings of the Federal, or Adam, style (1780-18201) the existing house is composed of 
individual vertically and horizontally aligned, multi-pane double hung windows on the second 
and third floors.  Later, hip roofed dormer windows align directly above each of the three 
window tiers.  Unfortunately, the garage door and entrance on the first floor do not align with 
any of the carefully composed fenestration above.  

1 McAlester, A Field Guide to American Houses, 1986.  P. 153 
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In this particular instance, the request is for a single light picture window with small double 
hung, multi-pane windows on either side.  Because this mid-20th century Ranch Style window 
type is foreign to the Federal style, and would be inappropriate on most buildings in the historic 
district, it seems out of place on this facade.  Staff does not oppose the request to increase the 
window area but believes the alteration should be in keeping with the architectural details of the 
original style of the building.  The BAR’s Design Guidelines state: “It is the strong preference of 
the Boards that architectural elements of particular styles not be mixed and matched on the same 
addition.” (Residential Additions, p. 2)  In addition, while this window seems like a very minor 
feature, the Guidelines caution that “When considered individually, many of these items may 
seem relatively minor in nature; however, the cumulative effect of inappropriate small changes to 
buildings will erode the overall historic and architectural cohesiveness that makes the districts 
significant.”  (Building Alterations Introduction, p.1) 

The proposed picture window alteration is both taller and wider than the existing windows and is 
surrounded by trim not found anywhere else on this facade.  In addition, the existing garage door 
is not centered below the proposed new opening and this compounds the unsettled appearance of 
the facade.  The applicant considered adding muntins to the larger, fixed center glass panel to 
relate to the rest of the windows on the façade but this seemed extremely awkward.   

However, the range of elements used in the closely related Colonial Revival Style (1880-19552) 
is broader than the original Federal Style and includes the use of paired and triple ganged, double 
hung, multi-pane windows.  Staff, therefore, recommends that the masonry between the two 
existing windows on the second floor be removed and a third window of equal size and design be 
inserted in between, with mullions filling in between the three equally spaced windows.  The 
triple window should be set in the same plane as the other windows and should not have shutters.  
The triple window arrangement should be comprised of multi-pane windows to coordinate with 
the other windows on this elevation.  

STAFF 
Catherine K. Miliaras, Historic Preservation Planner, Planning & Zoning 
Al Cox, FAIA, Historic Preservation Manager, Planning & Zoning 

IV. CITY DEPARTMENT COMMENTS

Legend: C- code requirement  R- recommendation  S- suggestion  F- finding 

Code Administration 
1. A Building Permit is required to alter existing opening to add a window.

V. ATTACHMENTS 
1 – Supplemental Materials  
2 – Application for BAR 2016-0059 & 2016-0060: 426 North Union Street 

2 McAlester, A Field Guide to American Houses, 1986.  P. 324 
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