
 
 

        Docket Item # 1 
BAR CASE # 2016-0040 

         
        BAR Meeting 
        March 16, 2016 
 
 
ISSUE:    Certificate of Appropriateness - Alterations 
 
APPLICANT:   Verizon Wireless 
 
LOCATION:  700 South Washington Street 
 
ZONE:   CD/ Commercial   
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
Staff recommends approval the Certificate of Appropriateness, as submitted.  
 
 
 
 
 
GENERAL NOTES TO THE APPLICANT 
 

1. ISSUANCE OF CERTIFICATES OF APPROPRIATENESS AND PERMITS TO DEMOLISH: 
Applicants must obtain a stamped copy of the Certificate of Appropriateness or Permit to Demolish PRIOR 
to applying for a building permit.  Contact BAR Staff, Room 2100, City Hall, 703-746-3833, or 
preservation@alexandriava.gov for further information. 
 

2. APPEAL OF DECISION:  In accordance with the Zoning Ordinance, if the Board of Architectural Review 
denies or approves an application in whole or in part, the applicant or opponent may appeal the Board’s 
decision to City Council on or before 14 days after the decision of the Board. 
 

3. COMPLIANCE WITH BAR POLICIES:  All materials must comply with the BAR’s adopted policies 
unless otherwise specifically approved. 
 

4. BUILDING PERMITS:  Most projects approved by the Board of Architectural Review require the issuance 
of one or more construction permits by Building and Fire Code Administration (including signs).  The 
applicant is responsible for obtaining all necessary construction permits after receiving Board of 
Architectural Review approval.  Contact Code Administration, Room 4200, City Hall, 703-838-4360 for 
further information. 
 

5. EXPIRATION OF APPROVALS NOTE:  In accordance with Sections 10-106(B) and 10-206(B) of the 
Zoning Ordinance, any official Board of Architectural Review approval will expire 12 months from the 
date of issuance if the work is not commenced and diligently and substantially pursued by the end of that 
12-month period. 
 

6. HISTORIC PROPERTY TAX CREDITS:  Applicants performing extensive, certified rehabilitations of 
historic properties may separately be eligible for state and/or federal tax credits.  Consult with the Virginia 
Department of Historic Resources (VDHR) prior to initiating any work to determine whether the proposed 
project may qualify for such credits. 
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BACKGROUND 
The applicant previously received a Certificate of Appropriateness to expand the existing 
penthouse screen and to install two “chimneys” on the east side of the roof to conceal wireless 
antennas (BAR2014-00399; 12/17/14.)  Since the BAR approval, the design team restudied the 
site and determined that an expansive penthouse screen and multiple chimneys were not 
ultimately needed for the project’s programmatic needs.  The current application retains the 
current footprint of the penthouse and proposes only one “chimney” on the east side of the roof.      
 
I. ISSUE 

The applicant is requesting a Certificate of Appropriateness to install telecommunications 
equipment on the penthouse of the subject building.   The proposal includes: 
 

• Replacement of portions of the existing standing seam metal mechanical screen (35 
linear feet) on the north and south elevations of the penthouse level with Stealthcore – a 
radiofrequency transparent material.  The renovated penthouse will house new 
equipment cabinets and wireless antennas. 
  

• The installation of a single, “chimney” with two, cell antennas on the east side of the 
roof, offset 6’- 8” from the south building wall and 11’- 5” from the east building wall.    
 

 

    
Figure 1:  Previous BAR Approval 12/17/14 

 
 

   
 

Figure 2:  Current Application/Proposal 
 
 

II. HISTORY 

The three-story brick building located at 700 South Washington Street and 600 Franklin Street  
was constructed in 1987 (BAR Case #87-127, 11/4/87 and SIT 1987-00031).  It is a mixed-use 
retail and office building with a postmodern architectural vocabulary.  The building currently has 
a screened, rooftop penthouse over the western third of the building. 
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700 South Washington Street is located on the George Washington Memorial Parkway.   
Alterations to this contemporary building must not, therefore, adversely affect the memorial 
character of the Parkway or the historic setting, streetscape and environs of the historic district as 
a whole.  
 
The building is flanked on the all sides by public streets and a public alley, so all elevations of 
this large building are visible from those right-of-ways.   
 
Previous Approvals 
The Board has approved a number of applications for this building.  In 2014, the Board approved 
two “chimneys” on the east side of the roof to conceal wireless antennas (BAR Case #2014-
00399, 12/17/14.  Unbuilt)  In 2011, BAR Staff administratively approved replacement awning 
signage for Chakra Café (BAR Case #2011-00146).  In 2004, the Board approved signage and 
awnings for Balducci’s and Blue Point Grill (BAR Case # 2004-0260, 12/15/04).  In 1994, the 
Board approved a canopy addition (BAR Case #94-56, 5/4/94).  Signs for Sutton Place Gourmet 
were approved in 1989 and 1990 (BAR Case #89-5, 1/18/89; #89-177, 11/1/89; and #90-212, 
11/7/90). 
 
III. ANALYSIS 

The Design Guidelines chapter on Satellite Antennas clearly states that antennas on a building 
they should be located on the “least visually prominent area of the structure”, should be “as small 
as possible...”, and if they are to be in a prominent visual location on the building “screening is 
required.”   
 
In addition, the Design Guidelines also state that “The Board is particularly concerned with the 
maintenance and memorial character of the George Washington Memorial Parkway which 
passes through Alexandria as Washington Street.  Therefore any “alterations or changes on 
Washington Street must be compatible with the memorial nature of the Parkway.”   
 
The applicant’s design team is commended for their continued study and examination of 
alternative design schemes for the proposed telecommunication equipment.  On December 17, 
2014, the applicant previously received a Certificate of Appropriateness to expand the existing 
penthouse screen and to install two “chimneys” on the east side of the roof to conceal wireless 
antennas.  During this meeting, although the BAR approved the Certificate of Appropriateness, 
they expressed concerns with the scale of the applicant’s design and its impact to the George 
Washington Memorial Parkway.  After this public hearing, the applicant continued to work with 
their engineers and BAR staff on alternative design schemes.  The current submittal is a new 
application, which is the result of this hard work.  

 
The current application proposes to replace portions of the existing standing seam metal 
penthouse screen on the roof of the existing building with Stealthcore, molded and painted to 
match the existing standing seam screen.  Stealthcore is a PVC composite material manufactured 
to maximize cellular frequency output.  These Stealthcore panels will contain 1” high “seams” 
and be joined with lap (scarf) joint.  The telecommunications mechanical equipment and cellular 
antennas will be housed behind these new screens. 
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The application also proposes to install a single “chimney” to house two, cellular antennas on the 
east side of the roof, offset 6’8” from the south building wall and 11’5” from the east building 
wall.  The chimney will also be fabricated from the Stealthcore material.  The base will contain a 
brick base and the top will replicate a cast concrete or stone chimney cap.   
 
As shown below, the Stealthcore product can be molded and painted to blend with original 
building materials and the BAR’s policies generally permit high quality synthetic materials to be 
installed on recently constructed buildings in the historic districts.  However, due to the 
composite nature of the product, staff recommends that it only be used in locations that are 
viewed at a distance, such as proposed in this application.     
 

            
Figure 3.  Photos of Stealthcore Samples and Existing Site Conditions 

 
Staff finds that the proposed rooftop screening is substantially smaller than the previous 
application, is compatible with the existing architectural materials and requires minimal changes 
to the building.  The proposed “chimney” will be mounted on the structure without any negative 
impacts to the existing building fabric so that it can easily be removed in the future if/when the 
cellular technology becomes obsolete.  Staff believes that the design, as submitted, is a positive 
solution to a very challenging problem, will not negatively impact the George Washington 
Memorial Parkway, and is consistent with the BAR’s Design Guidelines.  Staff recommends 
approval of the application, as submitted. 
 
 
STAFF 
Michele Oaks, Historic Preservation Planner, Planning & Zoning 
Al Cox, FAIA, Historic Preservation Manager, Planning & Zoning 
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IV. CITY DEPARTMENT COMMENTS  

Legend: C- code requirement   R- recommendation   S- suggestion   F- finding 
 
Development Comments 
F-1 Approved; subject to BAR approval.  
 
Zoning Comments 
F-1 Zoning has no comments. 
 
National Park Service 
R-1 That the new screening should be matched in color, texture, profile, sheen, etc. to the 

existing. 
 
Code Administration 
No comments received. 
 
Transportation and Environmental Services 
No comments received. 
 
Alexandria Archaeology  
F-1 No comments. 
 
 
 
V. ATTACHMENTS 
1 – Supplemental Materials  
2 – Application for BAR2016-0040; 700 South Washington Street 
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I BAR Case # Chllo-aX;ttC? 

ADDRESS OF PROJECT: 7 rJ 0 -7 · W ~ft[IJ § 1ZJ ,.._t 7(--

TAX MAP AND PARCEL: ceo. 09-08-05 ZONING: ___..;Cl)=..M~---

APPLICATION FOR: (Please check all that apply) 

""9( CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS 

0 PERMIT TO MOVE, REMOVE, ENCAPSULATE OR DEMOLISH 
(Required If more than 25 square feet of a structure Is to be demolished/impacted) 

0 WAIVER OF VISION CLEARANCE REQUIREMENT and/or YARD REQUIREMENTS IN A VISION 
CLEARANCE AREA (Section 7-802, Alexandria 1992 Zoning Ordinance) 

0 WAIVER OF ROOFTOP HVAC SCREENING REQUIREMENT 
(Section 6-403(8)(3), Alexandria 1992 Zoning Ordinance) 

Applicant: 0 Property Owner ~ Business (Please provide business name & contact person) 

Name: Vro201\ Wt(t\t!Js 

Address: q% flY~ ltne 
City: [d(u~bia state: U4 D Zip: 1-ilJI/fp 
Phone: 'J,(J'},:' 4~., 11~2. E-mail: MUttl~t seW'§. (A)"t . 

0 Architect ~ fle~te.-h"e Authorized Agent (if applicable): 0 Attorney 

Name: _::.....;A'r--=W'\:...;__~~-d_a_~_tA'--·------­ Phone: 1ot .. 1q1,.115Z. 

E-mail: QSU~ B Set.~ .toM 

Legal Property Owner: 

---=-1W:::;...:;...._,S:....-::· W~~=....;~~· ~ftM:....,_S_..;.;tv.ut=-x..().C_·---:...t.,;As8= (foph",J Mg~ LL.C 

Address: =/911 WlS(..di\Sit~ AVL . s~ 18/AJ. 
Name: 

City: &ft,~. State: Zip: 1/)8/4 

Phone: ------- E-mail:-------

0 Yes 0 No Is there an historic preservation easement on this propertY.? 
0 Yes 0 No If yes, has the easement holder agreed to the proposed alterations? 
0 Yes 0 No Is there a homeowner's association for this property? 
0 Yes 0 No If yes, has the homeowner's association approved the proposed alterations? 

If you answered yes to any of the above, please attach a copy of the letter approving the project. 
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