
 
 

        Docket Item # 1 
BAR CASE #2016-0029 

         
        BAR Meeting 
        March 2, 2016 
 
 
ISSUE:    Certificate of Appropriateness - Alterations 
 
APPLICANT:   Little Theater of Alexandria  
 
LOCATION:  600 Wolfe Street 
 
ZONE:   CD/ Commercial Zone   
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
Staff recommends approval of the Certificate of Appropriateness as submitted.   
 
 
 
 
GENERAL NOTES TO THE APPLICANT 
 

1. ISSUANCE OF CERTIFICATES OF APPROPRIATENESS AND PERMITS TO DEMOLISH: 
Applicants must obtain a stamped copy of the Certificate of Appropriateness or Permit to Demolish PRIOR 
to applying for a building permit.  Contact BAR Staff, Room 2100, City Hall, 703-746-3833, or 
preservation@alexandriava.gov for further information. 
 

2. APPEAL OF DECISION:  In accordance with the Zoning Ordinance, if the Board of Architectural Review 
denies or approves an application in whole or in part, the applicant or opponent may appeal the Board’s 
decision to City Council on or before 14 days after the decision of the Board. 
 

3. COMPLIANCE WITH BAR POLICIES:  All materials must comply with the BAR’s adopted policies 
unless otherwise specifically approved. 
 

4. BUILDING PERMITS:  Most projects approved by the Board of Architectural Review require the issuance 
of one or more construction permits by Building and Fire Code Administration (including signs).  The 
applicant is responsible for obtaining all necessary construction permits after receiving Board of 
Architectural Review approval.  Contact Code Administration, Room 4200, City Hall, 703-838-4360 for 
further information. 
 

5. EXPIRATION OF APPROVALS NOTE:  In accordance with Sections 10-106(B) and 10-206(B) of the 
Zoning Ordinance, any official Board of Architectural Review approval will expire 12 months from the 
date of issuance if the work is not commenced and diligently and substantially pursued by the end of that 
12-month period. 
 

6. HISTORIC PROPERTY TAX CREDITS:  Applicants performing extensive, certified rehabilitations of 
historic properties may separately be eligible for state and/or federal tax credits.  Consult with the Virginia 
Department of Historic Resources (VDHR) prior to initiating any work to determine whether the proposed 
project may qualify for such credits. 
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I.  ISSUE 
 
The applicant is requesting approval of a Certificate of Appropriateness for the installation of a 
handicap accessibility ramp located to the east of the primary entrance to the Little Theater of 
Alexandria at 600 Wolfe Street.  The brick-faced ramp will gradually slope to the easternmost 
door on the building’s façade, which will be replaced with an ADA compliant, paneled wood 
door similar to the existing door.  One leaf of the pair of doors will be larger than the other to 
accommodate a wheelchair.  The new ramp will have a simple metal handrail with spaced 
support posts to match the existing railings at the entrance steps.  The existing railings will also 
be replaced with identical railings but lighting will be integrated into the underside of the railing 
to enhance pedestrian safety at the steps.  The existing light fixtures flanking the main entrance 
will be relocated higher on the façade.   
 
I.  HISTORY 
 
The one-story Federal revival style theater at 600 Wolfe Street was constructed in 1960-1961 by 
W. R. Manchester (Building Permit #7170, March 1, 1960).  Staff could locate no prior BAR 
approvals for the subject property.  
 
The applicant obtained approval for the ramp to encroach into the public sidewalk from City 
Council on January 23, 2016 (ENC 2015-0006).  
 
III. ANALYSIS 
 
In the opinion of Staff, the proposed accessibility ramp is consistent with the Board’s Design 
Guidelines.  The Guidelines recommend that “accessibility ramps and structure should not hide, 
obscure or cause the removal of historic architectural details” and “accessibility ramps and 
structure should be made of materials which are sympathetic to the building materials generally 
found in the historic districts.”  Further, the Guidelines recommend that “handrails should be 
designed to be minimum visual elements”.   
 
The proposed location of the ramp was determined by state building code requirements, the 
existing interior floor plan and exterior grades.  The simple design and high quality materials will 
compliment this 1960s-era theater and the brick ramp surface will visually blend into the 
adjacent sidewalk paving, steps and building wall.  The proposed handrails are simple and 
visually transparent and the lighting integrated into the handrail is both subtle and functional.  
 
Staff recommends approval of the application as submitted.  
 
STAFF 
 
Stephanie Sample, Historic Preservation Planner, Planning & Zoning 
Al Cox, FAIA, Historic Preservation Manager, Planning & Zoning 
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I. CITY DEPARTMENT COMMENTS  

Legend: C- code requirement  R- recommendation  S- suggestion  F- finding 
 
Zoning Comments 
 
Ramp is consistent with the City Council approved encroachment ordinance, ENC2015-0006.  
 
Code Administration 
 
No comments Received. 
 
Transportation and Environmental Services 
 
R-1 The building permit must be approved and issued prior to the issuance of any permit for 

demolition (if required). (T&ES) 
 
R-2 Applicant shall be responsible for repairs to the adjacent city right-of-way if damaged 

during construction activity. (T&ES) 
 
R-3 No permanent structure may be constructed over any existing private and/or public utility 

easements.  It is the responsibility of the applicant to identify any and all existing 
easements on the plan. (T&ES) 

 
F-1 After review of the information provided, an approved grading plan is not required at this 

time.  Please note that if any changes are made to the plan it is suggested that T&ES be 
included in the review. (T&ES) 

 
F-2 Comply with all conditions of ENC2015-00006. (T&ES) 
 
C-1 The applicant shall comply with the City of Alexandria’s Solid Waste Control, Title 5, 

Chapter 1, which sets forth the requirements for the recycling of materials (Sec. 5-1-99). 
(T&ES) 

 
C-2 The applicant shall comply with the City of Alexandria's Noise Control Code, Title 11, 

Chapter 5, which sets the maximum permissible noise level as measured at the property 
line. (T&ES) 

 
C-3 Any work within the right-of-way requires a separate permit from T&ES. (Sec. 5-2) 

(T&ES) 
 

C-4 All improvements to the city right-of-way such as curbing, sidewalk, driveway aprons, 
etc. must be city standard design. (Sec. 5-2-1) (T&ES) 
 

Alexandria Archaeology 
 
There is low potential for significant archaeological resources to be disturbed by this project.  No 
archaeological action is required. 
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V. ATTACHMENTS 
1 – Supplemental Materials  
2 – Application for BAR2016-0029; 600 Wolfe Street 
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