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Development Special Use Permit #2015‐0004, Transportation Management Plan SUP #2015‐0124 802 and
808 North Washington Street ‐ The Towne Motel

RE: Item 8
Development Special Use Permit #2015­0004, Transportation Management Plan SUP #2015­0124 802 and 808 North Washington Street ­ The Towne Motel
 Dear Chairman Mary Lyman and members of the Planning Commission:
Please find enclosed the attachment that hopefully will give a better understanding of what the Standards are all about. The points were taken from then‐City Manager Phil
Sunderland’s memo, which was forwarded to the City Council. For reference purposes;

    
And the Historic District was created in 1946 to protect the George Washington Memorial Parkway as described by Peter Smith;

 
 
 

 
Some have implied that there is wiggle room in the Washington Street Standards, since it was really only intended to cover the core and not the northern end of
Washington Street. Not only is this not true, but as the Sunderland Memo points out on page 4, the Task Force was specifically created as a result of buildings that were
either built or proposed for the northern end. 

   
Others claim that existing buildings in the adjacent area would not meet the standards today, such as Potomac Crossing.   Although it is true that they would not meet the
standards, there is no proposal to hold the new developments to the densities of older developments.  The Task Force tried dealing with new and bigger development and
recognized the tradeoff, but they believed it was necessary in order to prevent monolithic‐looking buildings looming over the Parkway.
 
Sincerely
 
Poul Hertel
3716 Carriage House Court, 22309 Alexandria (Fairfax County)
(703) 780­1909
 

Poul Hertel <poulh@erols.com>

Tue 1/5/2016 10:07 AM

To:PlanComm <PlanComm@alexandriava.gov>;
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Understanding The Washington Street Standards 
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TO ALL 

Hopefully, this brief will provide a sense of why and how the current Washington Street Standards, 

came to be enacted in the year 2000.  After some rather unpleasant conflicts regarding development 

on Washington Street, (which afflicted the northern end in particular), the City Council created a task 

Force that would convey a clarification on interpreting the 1929 agreement between the City and the 

Federal Government for protection of the George Washington Memorial Parkway as it transverses 

the City. The Task Force came up with specific recommendations that the City Council subsequently 

adopted in the form of the ordinance known as the Washington Street Standards. 

These are best understood as being derived from a task force request that the City Attorney 

incorporate elements from a paper submitted by the National Park Services (included). The revisions 

to the ordinance that were adopted can be summarized as follows: 
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