
ADDRESS OF PROJECT: 608 S Fairfax Street 

TAX MAP AND PARCEL: 081.01-02-07 

APPLICATION FOR: (Please check all that apply) 

[81 CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS 

BAR Case #8015-00358 J Ct(;35'l 

ZONING: RM 

[81 PERMIT TO MOVE, REMOVE, ENCAPSULATE OR DEMOLISH 
(Required if more than 25 square feet of a structure is to be demolished/impacted) 

0 WAIVER OF VISION CLEARANCE REQUIREMENT and/or YARD REQUIREMENTS IN A 
VISION CLEARANCE AREA (Section 7-802, Alexandria 1992 Zoning Ordinance) 

0 WAIVER OF ROOFTOP HVAC SCREENING REQUIREMENT 
(Section 6-403(8)(3), Alexandria 1992 Zoning Ordinance) 

Applicant: 0 Property Owner 

Name: 608 S Fairfax Street LLC 

Address: 3337 King Street 

1:81 Business (Please provide business name & contact person) 

Contact person: Robert Ransom 

City: Alexandria State: VA Zip: 22302 

Phone: (202) 540-8000, Ext 4 E-mail: robert@theransomcompany .com 

Authorized Agent (if applicable): 0 Attorney 1:81 Architect o ____ _ 
Name: STEPHEN W. KULINSKI 

E-mail: steve@kulinskigroup.com 

Phone: (703) 836-7243 

Legal Property Owner: 

Name: Dorothy A Lucas, C.L Lucas, & F.E. Lucas 

Address: 608 S Fairfax Street 

City: Alexandria 

Phone: 

State: VA 

E-mail: 

Zip: 22314 

0 Yes 18] No Is there an historic preservation easement on this property? 
0 Yes 1:81 No If yes, has the easement holder agreed to the proposed alterations? 
0 Yes 1:81 No Is there a homeowner's association for this property? 
0 Yes 1:81 No If yes, has the homeowner's association approved the proposed alterations? 

If you answered yes to any of the above, please attach a copy of the letter approving the project. 
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NATURE OF PROPOSED WORK: Please check all that apply 

[81 NEW CONSTRUCTION 
0 EXTERIOR ALTERATION: Please check all that apply. 

D awning D fence, gate or garden wall D HVAC equipment D shutters 
D doors D windows D siding D shed 
D lighting D pergola/trellis Opainting unpainted masonry 
D other 

0 ADDITION --
[81 DEMOLITION/ENCAPSULATION 
0SIGNAGE 

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED WORK: Please describe the proposed work in detail (Additional 
pages maybe attached). 

Applicant will construct a new wood frame two and a half story single-family dwelling after demolishing 
the existing structure on the property. The front wall of the house will be placed at the same location 
as the front wall of the former house, aligned with the face of the existing adjacent house to the South. 
The architectural design of the new home will complement the mass, scale, style, and materials of the 
neighboring structures in this block of the Old & Historic Alexandria District. The applicant worked 
direcUy with Staff to develop an initial concept and then met again with staff to review and discuss the 
working concept plans and elevations. The comments and discussions that arose from the meeting 
led to further refinements. First, the overall size and scale of the house was reduced by eliminating 6'-
0" from the total length of the proposed building. To further address scale, the front elevation 
fenestration pattern was reduced to a two over two layout in lieu of the three over three arrangement in 
the previous iteration. The entry was modified to a simplified Federal Style surround. Finally, the 
detailing of the gable dormers was refined to appear more delicate and authentic in scale and style. 

SUBMITTAL REQUIREMENTS: 

Items listed below comprise the minimum supporting materials for BAR applications. Staff may 
request additional information during application review. Please refer to the relevant section of the 
Design Guidelines for further information on appropriate treatments. 

Applicants must use the checklist below to ensure the application is complete. Include all information 
and material that are necessary to thoroughly describe the project. Incomplete applications will delay 
the docketing of the application for review. Pre-application meetings are required for all proposed 
additions. All applicants are encouraged to meet with staff prior to submission of a completed 
application. 

Electronic copies of submission materials should be submitted whenever possible 

Demolition/Encapsulation : All applicants requesting 25 square feet or more of demolition/ 
encapsulation must complete this section. Check NIA if an item in this section does not apply to your 
project. 

N/A 
[81 D Survey plat showing the extent of the proposed demolition/encapsulation. 
[81 D Existing elevation drawings clearly showing all elements proposed for demolition/ 

encapsulation. 
[81 D Clear and labeled photographs of all elevations of the building if the entire structure is 

proposed to be demolished. 
[81 D Description of the reason for demolition/encapsulation. 
D [81 Description of the alternatives to demolition/encapsulation and why such alternatives are not 

considered feasible. 
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Additions & New Construction: Drawings must be to scale and should not exceed 11" x 17" unless 
approved by staff. All plans must be folded and collated into 12 complete 8 112" x 11" sets. Additional 
copies may be requested by staff for large-scale development projects or projects fronting Washington 
Street. Check NIA if an item in this section does not apply to your project. 

N/A 
1:81 D Scaled survey plat showing dimensions of lot and location of existing building and other 

structures on the lot, location of proposed structure or addition, dimensions of existing 
structure(s), proposed addition or new construction, and all exterior, ground and roof mounted 
equipment. 

1:81 D FAR & Open Space calculation form. 
1:81 D Clear and labeled photographs of the site, surrounding properties and existing structures, if 

applicable. 
1:81 0 Existing elevations must be scaled and include dimensions. 
1:81 0 Proposed elevations must be scaled and include dimensions. Include the relationship to 

structures in plan and elevations. 
1:81 0 Materials and colors to be used must be specified and delineated on the drawings. Actual 

samples may be provided or required. 
1:81 0 Manufacturer's specifications for materials to include, but not limited to: roofing, siding, 

windows, doors, lighting, fencing, HVAC equipment and walls. 
1:81 D For development site plan projects, a model showing mass relationships to adjacent 

properties and structures. 

Signs & Awnings: One sign per building under one square foot does not require BAR approval 
unless illuminated. All other signs including window signs require BAR approval. Check NIA if an item 
in this section does not apply to your project. 

N/A 
D 1:81 Linear feet of building: Front Secondary front (if comer lot): ___ _ 
D 1:81 Square feet of existing signs to remain: 
D 1:81 Photograph of building showing existing_c_o_n~di:':":"tio_n_s-.-
D 1:81 Dimensioned drawings of proposed sign identifying materials, color, lettering style and text. 
D 1:81 Location of sign (show exact location on building including the height above sidewalk). 
D 1:81 Means of attachment (drawing or manufacturer's cut sheet of bracket if applicable). 
D 1:81 Description of lighting (if applicable). Include manufacturer's cut sheet for any new lighting 

fixtures and information detailing how it will be attached to the building's facade. 

Alterations: Check NIA if an item in this section does not apply to your project. 

N/A 
D 1:81 Clear and labeled photographs of the site, especially the area being impacted by the 

alterations, all sides of the building and any pertinent details. 
D 1:81 Manufacturer's specifications for materials to include, but not limited to: roofing, siding, 

windows, doors, lighting, fencing, HVAC equipment and walls. 
D 1:81 Drawings accurately representing the changes to the proposed structure, including materials 

and overall dimensions. Drawings must be to scale. 
D 1:81 An official survey plat showing the proposed locations of HVAC units, fences, and sheds. 
D 1:81 Historic elevations or photographs should accompany any request to return a structure to an 

earlier appearance. 
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ALL APPLICATIONS: Please tead and check that you have mad and understand the following items: 

~ I have submitted a filing fee with this application. (Checks should be made payable to the City of 
Alexandria. Please contact staff for assistance in determining the appropriate fee) 

~ I understand the notice requirements and will return a copy of the three respective notice forms 
to BAR staff at least five days prior to the hearing. If I am unsure to whom I should send notice I 
will contact Planning and Zoning staff for assistance in identifying adjacent parcels. 

~ I, the applicant, or an authorized representative will be present at the public hearing. 

~ I understand that any revisions to this initial application submission (including applications 
deferred for restudy) must be accompanied by the BAR Supplemental form and 12 sets of 
revised materials. 

The undersigned hereby attests that all of the information herein provided including the site plan, 
building elevations, prospective drawings of the project, and written descriptive information are true, 
correct and accurate. The undersigned further understands that, should such information be found 
incorrect, any action taken by the Board based on such information may be invalidated. The 
undersigned also hereby grants the City of Alexandria permission to post placard notice as required by 
Article XI, Division A, Section 11-301 (B) of the 1992 Alexandria City Zoning Ordinance, on the 
property which is the subject of this application. The undersigned also hereby authorizes the City staff 
and members of the BAR to inspect this site as necessary in the course of research and evaluating the 
application. The applicant, if other than the property owner, also attests that he/she has obtained 
permission from the property owner to make this application. 

D AGENT: 

Printed Name: 

Date: 11/02/15 
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OWNERSHIP AND DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 
Use additional sheets if necessary 

1. Aoplicant. State the name, address and percent of ownership of any person or entity owning an 
interest in the applicant, unless the entity is a corporation or partnership, in which case identify each 
owner of more than ten percent. The term ownership interest shall include any legal or equitable 
interest held at the time of the a ~lication in the real property which is the subject of the application. 

Name Address Percent of Ownership 
1. Robert Ransom 3337 King Street 29% 

608 S Fairfax Street LLC Alexandria VA 22302 
2. Jason Reid 3337 King Street 18% 

608 S Fairfax Street LLC Alexandria, VA 22302 
3. Justin Prince 3337 King Street 53% 

608 S Fairfax Street LLC Alexandria, VA 22302 

2. Property. State the name, address and percent of ownership of any person or entity owning an 
interest in the property located at 608 S Fairfax Street (address), unless the 
entity is a corporation or partnership, in which case identify each owner of more than ten percent The 
term ownership interest shall include any legal or equitable interest held at the time of the application 
in the real property which is the subject of the application. 

Name Address Percent of Ownership 
1. Robert Ransom 3337 King Street 29% 

608 S Fairfax Street LLC Alexandria, VA 22302 
2. Jason Reid 3337 King Street 

... 

18% 
608 S Fairfax Street LLC Alexandria, VA 22302 

3. Justin Prince 3337 King Street 53% 
608 S Fairfax Street LLC Alexandria, VA 22302 

3. Business or Financial Relationships. Each person or entity listed above (1 and 2), with an ownership 
interest in the applicant or in the subject property is required to disclose any business or financial 
relationship, as defined by Section 11-350 of the Zoning Ordinance. existing at the time of this 
application, or within the12-month period prior to the submission of this application with any member of 
the Alexandria City Council , Planning Commission, Board of Zoning Appeals or either Boards of 
Architectural Review. 
Name of person or entity Relationship as defined by 

Section 11-350 of the 
Zonin Ordinance 

1. 

2. 

3. 

NOTE: Business or financial relationships of the type described in Sec. 11-350 that arise after 
the filing of this application and before each public hearing must be disclosed prior to the 
public hearings. 

Date Printed Name Signature 

 

5



DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING AND ZONING 
FLOOR AREA RATIO AND OPEN SPACE CALCULATIONS 

A. Property Information 
A 1. Street Address ---------=6c-=0-=8_S;:;;_;.,_F;.....;;A.....;.;..;_I R.:....:.F....:...A~X....:...-=S....:...T .;..:.R=E=ET..:....._ ____ zone R M 

A2. 1,892.5 
Total Lot Area 

BE if G . xsmg ross Fl oor A rea 
Existing Gross Area• 

Basement 

First Floor 

Second Floor 

Third Floor 

Porches/ Other 

Total Gross* 

x ______ ..;...l "-".5 _____ = 2,838.75 
Floor Area Ratio Allowed by Zone Maximum Allowable Floor Area 

Allowable Exclusions 

Basement-

Stairways-

Mechanical" 

Other-

Total Exclusions 

B1 . Existing Gross Floor Area .. 
-===- Sq.Fl 
82. Allowable Floor Exclusions-
-===- Sq. Fl 
83. Existing Roar Area minus Exclusions 
-===-Sq. Ft. 
(subtract 82 from 81) 

c • Proposed Gross Floor Area (does not include existing area) 
Proposed Gross Area• Allowable Exclusions 

Basement 1.189 Basement•• 

First Floor 1 '185 Stairways" 

Second Floor 1,143 Mechanical-

Third Floor 1 ,021 Other-BELOWT-6" 

Porches/ Other Total Exclusions 

Total Gross • 4,538 

D. Existing + Proposed Floor Area 

01. Total Floor Area {add B3 and C3) 2,79 7 Sq. Fl 

02. Total Floor Area Allowed by Zone (A2) 2. 8 38 .7 5 Sq. Ft. 

F 0 5 . lpen ipace C I I . a cu at1ons 

Existing Open Space 769 

Required Open Space 35% = 662.375 

Proposed Open Space 665 

1 '189 

349 
10 

193 

1,741 

C1. Prwosed Gross Floor Area * 
4.538 Sq. Fl 

C2. Allowable Floor Exdusions-
1 .7 41 Sq. Fl 

C3. Proposed Aoor Area minus 
Exclusions 2.797 Sq. Fl 
(subtract C2 from C1) 

•Gross floor area is the sum of all gross horizontal 
areas under roof, measured from the face of 
exterior walls, including basements, garages, 
sheds, gazebos, guest buildings and other 
accessory buildings. 
•• Refer to the zoning ordinance (Section2-145(B)) 
and consult with zoning staff for information 
regarding aflowable exclusions. 
If taking exclusions other than basements, floor 
plans with excluded areas must be submitted for 
review. Sections may also be required for some 
exclusions. 

The undersigned herebyz;{ ces d attests that, to the best of his/her knowledge, the above computations are true and 

Signature: A, Date: \ 0 - 'Z. CP - \ S ~~ f 
Updated July 10, 2008 

6



History of 608 South Fairfax, Alexandria VA 

Report Prepared by 
Christine Fisher 

October 2015 

tmage: City of Alexandria, Kate Barrett Library, Land Records Property Card 

APPLICATION MATERIALS 
BAR20 15-00358/00359 

608 S Fairfax St 
11/2/2015 

1 
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SUMMARY 

Address: 

Block: 

Year Built: 

Architect: 

608 S. Fairfax Street, Alexandria, VA. 
City Real Estate Assessments: Map Block-Lot No. 081-01-02-07 

600 Block South Fairfax Street; South of intersection with Gibbon Street 

Archival evidence supports construction in late 1921-early 1922, (including 
land Records, maps, and other sources; see Report, attached.)1 No dwelling 
Building Permits found (see Report for Alterations Permits) 

Uncertain but may be only a contractor with the owner; Alteration Permits 
for 1934 and 1946 identify no "Architect" for "existing structure." 

Lot and Structure Definition and Owner(s) 

Style: 

• This primary and secondary source research found no evidence of historic 
personages dwelling at or visiting, or of historic events occurring on, the 
property at 608 S. Fairfax. (See Report for details of owners and residents). 

• The property is bounded on the north side by 606 S. Fairfax St. (empty lot), 
and west side by 610 S. Fairfax St. The south side of the dwelling at 608 S. 
Fairfax is attached to the north side of 610 S. Fairfax. While no longer true, 
608 was in the past linked by lucas family ownership to 610 S. Fairfax. 

• The lot appears empty in the 1896 Sanborn Map. From 1897-1907, Nancy 
and/or Olive Campbell owned earlier dwelling here; in 1907 the lot was sold 
by auction to Charles and Lydia Outcalt, then conveyed to FrankS. Lucas 
(1909-1921), to Robert T. Lucas Ill (Frank's son, 1921-1972 who built current 
house), to Mattie Lucas (Robert's wife, 1972 -1982 on his death} and 
daughter Dorothy Lucas at Mattie's death (1982-present). Barbara Reynolds, 
Dorothy's niece, is sole heir of Dorothy Lucas. Barbara, her husband Stanley, 
and their daughter, Jessica, live in the house with Dorothy. 

A very simple, small semi-detached residential house with early- mid
twentieth century features in appearance. Its form is a rectangular cottage. 
This research identified no distinguished or unique architectural features of 
this structure's exterior. The structure construction and form appear 
unremarkable; a vernacular structure. Built as a low cost dwelling for a 

1 Kate Barrett Special Collections Library, Alexandria City Tax and Fiscal Property Tax Books, 1870-1950, Microfilm 
Index 35 00603 

APPLICATION MATERIALS 
BAR20 15-00358/00359 

608 S Fairfax St 
11/2/2015 

2 
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Construction: 

Size/Height 

working class family. Exterior condition appears below average.( See 
Report).2 

Wood framing with siding (Alteration Permit refers to asbestos); brickwork 
band added at cellar level with concrete foundation. 

lot is 16' x 124.41", 1975 square feet (roughly .045 acre). The structure is 
one story, possibly with attic, with cellar space but no finished basement. 
The style is a rectangular cottage; very narrow in front (12' wide) and running 
60' deep into the lot, with a presumed single interior corridor (720 sq ft). 

Original Use and Notable Alternations: 

Historic District 

A small one story dwelling with a different footprint was at 608 in the 
Sanborn Fire Insurance maps for 1902 and 1907; it is gone by 1912. There is 
a 1917 Building Permit request for a 12' x 20' "storage shed" on the lot; an 
"auto shed" appears on the lot in the 1921 Sanborn map.3 Evidence 
supports that the current structure at 608 5 Fairfax was built as a family 
dwelling between 1921 and 1922, and its overall footprint and style remain 
only slightly changed. A cellar was added in 1936 and a bathroom in 1946. 

608 S. Fairfax is located in the Old and Historic Alexandria District. 

608 and 610 N. Fairfax share a wall; the Lucas family lived In both from 1907 until at least 193F 

2 Structure Is 12'x 60' per Land Property Record Card held at Kate Barrett Library. 
3 Sanborn Fire Insurance Company Maps referenced throughout this Report were searched In hard copy and on 
microfilm held in the Alexandria Kate Barrett Special Collections Llbrary. 
4 

Likely sold out of the family with Frank Lucas's death in 1932; Alteration Permits show another family owning it in 
the late 1930s. 

APPLICATION MATERIALS 
BAR2015-00358/00359 

608 S Fairfax St 
11 /2/2015 

3 
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''House Histor(' Report of 608 South Fairfax 

History of Lot and Ownership 

The lot for 608 South Fairfax Street was included in the City of Alexandria by 1790.5 It is in the 
area defined as Ward One. The earliest habitation this research supports from archival sources 
was in 1897. However, this area of the city is only a couple of blocks from the waterfront and 
was developed fairly early; the streets of S. Fairfax, S. Lee, Gibbon, Wolfe and others still hold 
many structures from the early to late nineteenth century.5 

The 608 lot is narrow on the street side and runs deeply into the block: a 16' x 123.5' rectangle. 
It is consistently defined in Deed documents as: "Beginning at a point on the east side of Fairfax 
Street, seventy eight feet ten and one-third inches south of Gibbon Street; thence running east 
one hundred and twenty-three feet, five inches; thence south sixteen feet, thence west one 
hundred twenty three feet, five inches to Fairfax Street; thence north parallel to Fairfax Street 
sixteen feet to the beginning." 

608 5 Fairfax (approx. location) in 

0 . 
J.. 

The lot appears empty in the 1896 Sanborn map; however evidence supports a home there by 
1897. A small one story frame dwelling at 608 is shown in Sanborn Fire Insurance maps of 1902 
and 1907. This house was directly on the street, not set back as is the current structure. For the 
years 1897-1907 City Directories show Olive B, Campbell, an African-American or Mulatto 
woman, living at 608.7 The 1900 Census shows Olive as owner, but other documents support 
ownership by Olive's mother Nancy Campbell (also appears as Ann, Annie or Nannie), a widow. 
Nancy died by, if not before 1907; 608 S. Fairfax was seized after her death. A dispute ensued 

5 Reference City of Alexandria Annexation Map. 
6 These streets contain many Early Building Survey structures, and on line research from City and Real estate 
sources (not always exact but approximate) turns up built dates of many of these homes from 1800-early 1900s. 
7 One Census year reports these women as "Mulatto", another year as "Black." Census and City Directories 
referenced in this report for the City of Alexandria, years 1870~1940, were sourced on-line via Heritage 
Quest/Ancestry. com via the Kate Barrett Library. Directory and Census page copies are available if needed. 

APPLICATION MATERIALS 
BAR2015-00358/00359 

608 S Fairfax St 
11/2/2015 

4 
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over 608 S. Fairfax. Hattie and Thomas Grinnell filed suit to claim it, disputing claims of Olive 
and Hugh Campbell (defended with others). The Corporate Court of Alexandria settled this 
"Chancery Cause" dispute, ruling that 608. S Fairfax go to auction (under Commissioner 
Gardner Booth.)8 

Charles E. and lydia N. Outcalt won the auction (1907, Deed Book 56, pp 245-246.) 9 By 1909 
the Outcalts conveyed the 608 lot to FrankS lucas (Deed Book 58, p.203); it has been in the 
Lucas family since. Either the Outcalts or Frank Lucas demolished the existing Campbell house 
on the lot (see Sanborn maps, below). In 1921 Frank S. lucas conveyed 608 to his son Robert T. 
Lucas Ill (Deed Book 73, p. 2) who constructed the current house. The deed conveyed to Robert 
Ill in September 1921; it is unclear Robert could have completed his house at 608 S Fairfax 
during 1921; it may be taken until early 1922. City Directories show Robert Ill living at 608 in 
1922, and Tax Records assess him at 608 in 1922. 10 

-~ L ·--
,, . . ... .. .• 

1: 
Sanborn Flre lnsulilnce Maps: 1902 (608 w Dwelling), 1912 (608 Vacant), 1931 (608 W Current Dwelling) 

When Robert Ill died in 1972, his wife Mattie Lucas and children were "heirs at law" owners of 
608 (he died intestate, Deed Book 94, p.788). The lot and house passed to Mattie's children as 
"heirs at law" when Mattie died intestate (1982, Deed Book 152, p. 285). The only surviving 
sibling, Dorothy lucas, is the owner today (1982-present). Barbara Reynolds, her niece, is sole 
heir. See Deeds, Attachment 1 and Chain of Title, Attachment 2. 

Per City Directories, Frank Lucas lived at 610 S. Fairfax from 1907, and in 1910 Robert Ill and his 
wife moved in with Frank. Sanborn Maps show a modest two-story home on lot 610. According 
to historical data the residence at 610 S. Fairfax "is a very modest, two-story, two-bay frame 

8 Alexandria Gazette March 27, May 6 and July 25 1907, relates this Chancery Cause and rulings (Library of 
Congress, Alexandria Gazette on line.) 
9 This Deed and others referenced In this Report are found in the Alexandria Court House, Land Records; a copy of 
all relevant Deeds Is at Attachment 1, Deeds and Chain of Title. 
1° Kate Barrett Special Collections Library, Alexandria City Tax and Fiscal Property Tax Books, 1870-1950, Microfilm 
Index 35 00603 

APPLICATION MATERIALS 
BAR20 15-00358/00359 

608 S Fairfax St 
11 /2/2015 
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dwelling originally constructed before 1877." It also notes an addition at the rear likely between 
1877 and 189611

• 

Construction, Architectural Features and Alterations 

The structure at 608 5 Fairfax is a simple, small semi-detached residential cottage with early
mid-twentieth century details. The structure is attached to the side of 610. It is set back from 
the street, fronted by a small picket style fence. The form is rectangular; narrow in front (12' 
wide) and running 60' deep into the lot (720 sq. ft.), with a presumed single interior corridor 
connecting rooms. It has a slightly raised roof from the fa~ade, which slopes down to form what 
appears to be a small attic room; it is otherwise a sloped flat roof. It is a frame structure with 
siding that appears to be asbestos, which became more widely used in the 1920s-30s and was 
simple to install.12 Later Permits to add a small bathroom reflect asbestos siding, and an 
original rolled roof changed to an asphalt roof (see Permits for Alteration, Attachment 3). 

No original building permit for this structure was found despite extensive research. However 
several Alteration Permits Requests were found by City Archives (See Permits, attached.) Two 
Alteration Requests forms ask for the name of the present (original} structure's architect and 
they are blank (it is uncertain the form was properly filled out.) However it seems likely Robert 
Lucas needed and used only a builder and not an architect to construct this simple structure. 
Robert may have participated in its construction as in 1917 Robert had himself built a 12' x 20' 
shed on 608, while living with his parents at 610 (also in Permits, attached.) 

This house appearance from the exterior is unremarkable. Its style offers no distinguished or 
unique architectural, ornamental or decorative features; features appear primarily utilitarian 
rather than a specific style choice. The exterior does not seem designed to achieve any 
architectural expression, but crafted as a low cost housing solution, using available materials 
and not requiring highly specialized skills. It appears as a vernacular at its most basic level; a 
local and practical construction. 

11 Submitted in support of Alexandria BAR case 98-0089, 1998. 
12 USDA, US Forestry Service, Early 201

h Century Building Materials, Siding and Roofing, Feb 2008, 
http://www.fs.fed.us/t-d/pubs/pdfpubs/pdf08732308/pdf08732308dpl72.pdf 

APPLICATION MATERIALS 
BAR20 15-00358/00359 

608 S Fairfax St 
11/2/2015 

6 

12



The fenestration today is mostly not visible due to a fence about 1' from the north wall, and 
large trees/shrubs. But an older photo {City Property Card, above) shows 6 windows running 
along the side and 2 in front; they appear to be one over one hung sash. There may be an attic 
window. The base at the concrete foundation has a brick built-up "skirt" in a running bond, 
reflecting addition of a cellar in 1934. 

Primary Alterations to Lot and Structures (See Attachment 3): A Sanborn map review shows 
little footprint, form, or scale alterations since its original construction. 

• 1917- Before current dwelling: Add Storage Shed, builder listed as Robert Lucas Ill 
• 1934 -Dig a 10' x 20' cellar under foundation, permit includes plot plan 
• 1946- Construct small addition in rear of the house for a Bathroom, permit includes plot plan 
• 1971 -Remove roll roofing and install Asphalt roof 

History of Owners/Residents 

Campbell Family 

While the earlier house on lot 608 was gone before 1912, there is archival evidence of the 
Camp bells, a mulatto or African American family who lived there. In 1870, Ann Campbell (aka 
Nancy or Nannie, b. 1843/4, VA) and her sons Hugh (b. 1859) and Samuel (b. 1861) were 
"servants" living with Elizabeth Green in Ward 1. By 1880 "Ann" and her now 3 children (Olive 
was born in 1872) are servants to Ellen Newman, and live at 228 East Fairfax, in Ward 1 (E. 
Fairfax presumably now S. Fairfax). 

This changes by 1897, when the Directory lists Annie and Olive Campbell living at 608 S.Fairfax. 
Olive is a janitress and later a laundress. Olive is single, "head of a house and owns" 608 per the 
1900 Census, living with her daughter lizzie (b. 1888). However the Alexandria Gazette {March, 
May) 1907 documents "Nancy Campbell" as owner, 608 seized after her death and sold at 
auction. Hugh and Olive tried, along with Patricia Gatewood and a list of others (research did 
not pursue these others), to keep 608, but lost. It remains notable and an aspirational story: 
Ann/Nancy and Olive went from live-in domestic servants to owning a dwelling at 608 S. Fairfax. 

Lucas Family: a Working Class Alexandria Family 

The Lucas family descendants of Robert T. Lucas (Senior) have been in Alexandria for at least 
145 years {See Family Tree, Attachment 4). This Lucas family was mostly centered in the area of 
Alexandria South of Wilkes St; they would hold property at 520, 608 and 610 S. Fairfax over 
some decades, up to the present Dorothy Lucas. Family members also rented nearby at 521 S . .....---------, 
Fairfax, 221 S. Lee, and 522 Gibbon Streets. Robert T. lucas was born in New City Jail built In 1826 

York in 1841. The 1870 Census finds him in Alexandria's 4th Ward with his wife Ann Image: Out of the Attic 

(b. VA, 1838) and children. By 1880 Robert Sr. is the City Sergeant and Jailer 
for Alexandria. Census lists his family, and prisoners living at the Jail on St Asaph St. 
In later life Robert Sr. became an auctioneer. 

APPLICATION MATERIALS 
BAR20 15-00358/00359 

608 S Fairfax St 
I 112/2015 

7 
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Among his 4 children was Robert T Jr. (b. 1868, who would later own property in the 500 block 
of S. Fairfax, and build a more substantial brick home at 520 S Fairfax. Robert T. Jr became a 
letter carrier. Another son was FrankS. Lucas (b. 1866) who first rented before living by 1907 in 
610 S. Fairfax; by 1909 he owned 608 and 610. In 1890 Frank married Clara Travers; he worked 
in an "electrician "trade most of his life. Their only child, son was Robert T Lucas Ill (b. 1891), 
who primarily worked as a machinist. From 1910-1921, Robert Ill and his wife Mattie (b. 1895) 
lived with Frank at 610 S. Fairfax, in 1919-21 bringing two children into the home. In 1921, for 
$10 Frank conveyed his lot 608 to Robert Ill to build the current home. Frank died in 1932, but 
was still working per the 1930 Census. After that, his wife Clara lived primarily in the Hotel 
Belvoir Memorial Home for Women. After Robert died in 1972, his wife Mattie lived at 608 until 
her death {1982). Daughter Catherine lived there at least until 1982 (possibly until her 2007 
death), and daughter Dorothy -Robert T Lucas Senior's great-granddaughter, lives there today. 
Lucas family women outlined here were almost all listed in Census as "at home," keeping house 
and family; Dorothy was listed as "saleslady" by age 18. 

Historical and Social Context of 608 S. Fairfax 

Earlier Black owners/residents It is likely not unusual to find 608 S Fairfax was the home of 
African-American residents in 1897-1907. The 1900 Census also shows a woman from 
Barbados living at 610 or 612 S Fairfax {numbers jumbled in record.) This area is adjacent to the 
Hayti neighborhood, S. Fairfax to S. Pitt and Prince to Gibbon and to "The Hill". According to 
Alexandria Documentation submitted to the National Register of Historic Places, "The Hill ... was 
an African-American residential area adjoining the Hayti neighborhood (S. Union to S. 
Washington Stand Wolfe to Green St.). Further, the Wilkes St Tunnel, very near the lucas 
homes," ... built for the Orange and Alexandria Railroad in 1856, is still a Hayti landmark". This 
document notes "The 400 block of Gibbon Street today is reminiscent of how the black 
neighborhood appeared in the early 19th century."13 In this era, evidence shows black and 
white Americans living as side by side neighbors in this area. The Census occupations for African 
American residents often shows less skilled labor, but it was a period of transition for them. 

1880- 1930s - Context of early 20th Century Lucas family and 608 Construction 
r---------------~ 

Across these decades the residents in this area of Alexandria were 
variegated, but it broadly reflected a working class neighborhood. The 
lucas family represents a norm of the families here, with similar 
occupations, family size and goals of home ownership. A quick 

Census review compared occupations of residents living along this 

Image: Out of the Attic 

segment of S.Fairfax, Gibbon and other nearby streets in 1880 vs the 1920s-30s. The residents 
here in the 1880s-1890s were in trades such as laborer, baker, brickmaker, carpenter. By 1910-
1930 this gave way to somewhat higher paying, more skilled labor: bankers, policemen, 

13 United States Department of the Interior ,National Park Service National Register of Historic Places Multiple 
Property Documentation Form New Submission African American Historic Resources of Alexandria, Virginia 
Elizabeth Clavlt, 1994; updated by Francine Bromberg and Barbara B. Ballentine, 2001, Office of Historic 
Alexandria;http://www.dhr.virglnia.gov/reglsters/Cities/Aiexandrla/NR_Aiexandria_AfricanAmericanHeritageMPD 
_text. pdf 
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shipping clerks, and a large number who were workers at ship yards, the electric railway, and 
other organized businesses. Jobs nearby included the Foundry started at S. Royal in the 1850s, 
and joined in 1902 by Iron Works.14 The streetscapes accordingly changed. By the 1921 Sanborn 
map the lots reflect many "auto sheds" and there was an auto repair shop at 606 S. Fairfax. In 
1931 there was a large Standard Oil operation off Gibbon Street, and lot 606 held a "Store." 
The 1909-1930 period shows the Lucas family with occupations like many of their neighbors. 
Frank Lucas the "electrician" for many years, grew into a more skilled, experienced "armature 
winder" for electric engines. Robert Lucas Ill started as a brakes man for the electric railroad, 
but spent most of his career as a machinist. He worked for the Navy Yard by 1940.15 Not 
surprisingly, the 1940 Census shows other neighbors also working for the Navy Yard. 

Architectural Context of 608 S. Fairfax 

Images: C. Fisher; Early Bull dings Survey examples, S Fairfax: 605/607; 609/611 face 608; 604/606 lot next to 608 

Historic S. Fairfax Context The structure at 608 is surrounded in the blocks along S. Fairfax (and 
other nearby streets such asS. Lee) by a sizable number of Early Buildings Survey dwellings, 
many notably evolved over 100-200 years. These structures create a distinctive streetscape for 
the area, and S. Fairfax in this case. Examples of reported construction dates of neighboring 
buildings in the GOO block of S. Fairfax include: 604 in 1846, 610 pre-1877, 603-611 in 1820s-
30s, and 630 possibly 1800.16 The current structure at 608 S. Fairfax is notably inconsistent in 
appearance and form with this otherwise historic tone. The best feature of the current 
structure at 608, in terms of this streetscape, may be that its siting is set back. 

Narrow, deep lots such as the one for 608 S Fairfax are not unusual in Old Town, depending on 
earlier lot divisions and ownership changes over years. However, the one story cottage-like 
structure, built by Robert Lucas Ill in 1921-22, against his father's house wall, is very modest 
even by standards of this neighborhood in that day. A dose review of Sanborn maps (1902-
1931, pp.S above) shows many homes with smaller early footprints, but often with 
added/telescoping house additions into their lots over years. Many of these homes have at 
least two stories and a good number are of brick, featuring more costly materials and 
construction features. 

14 Alexandria Times. Out of the Attic, Office of Historic Alexandria, Aug 18 2011. See image pp.8 above. 
15 Data used to support this paragraph was obtained from reviews of US Census data, 1900-1940, as from Out of 
the Attic, a column by the Office of Historic Alexandria. 
16 Reported dates from real estate records, not wholly reliable; but most also bear Earlv Bulldimzs Survey markers. 

APPLICATION MATERIALS 
BAR20 15-00358/00359 

608 S Fairfax St 
11/2/2015 

9 

15



1920s Residential Structures In Alexandria Other small semi-detached cottage forms may 
remain in Alexandria, but this research did not discover a structure similar to 608 S. Fairfax. The 
research found many remaining examples of 1920s structures in areas with modest homes such 
as North Alexandria, and areas that were then growing "suburbs". The following images offer 
some examples, in a range of styles and forms, of residences built in 1920 in Alexandria. They 
represent residences with relatively lower square footage. While several are modest homes in 
style and construction, all appear more substantially constructed than 608. S Fairfax. Some of 
these examples are strikingly of their era, e.g. 3 Del Ray Ave.'s classic Bungalow style; others 
appear to adopt a style with echoes of early Alexandria structures (Images: Homesnap.com) 

- \ 
1920 Townhomes: 429 N. Patrick 1716 sq ft, 418 N. Henry 884 sq ft 

List of Attachments 

1. Deeds for 608 S. Fairfax 

2. Chain of Title, summarizing Deeds discovered in research 

3. Requests for Alteration Permits 

4. Lucas Family Tree 
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Attachment Two 

CHAIN OF TITLE, 608 S. Fairfax 

DATE GRANTOR GRANTEE 

10/22/ Mattie May Dorothy A., 
1982 Lucas Catherine L. and 

Frank E. Lucas 
Heirs at Law 

6/13/ Robert T. Lucas Mattie M. Lucas, 
1972 Ill Catherine L. 

Lucas, Dorothy A. 
Lucas, Frank E. 
Lucas 

9/16/ FrankS. Lucas Robert T. Lucas Ill 
1921 

February Charles & Lydia FrankS. Lucas 
1909 Outcalt 

9/23/ Gardner Charles Outcalt 
1907 Boothe Special 

Commissioner 

March-
July 
1907 

BOOK PAGE 

152 285 

94 788 

73 2 

58 203 

56 245 

NOTES 

Mattie died intestate; 
Dorothy only surviving heir 
today 

Robert TIll died intestate 

Same property conveyed to 
Charles E. Outccalt by 
Gardner L. Booth by deed on 
September 23, 1907. 

Gardner Boothe, a special 
commissioner. Outcalt 
acquired by public auction 
after suit over 608 
608 lot and improvement 
seized upon death of Nancy 
(aka Ann/Nanni} Campbell 
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Applications for Building Permit for 608 (Shed, 1917) 
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No. __ {5_2 7 
APFLICA TION FOR PERMIT TO BUILD 

CITY OF" AL..E:XANOFI:IA. VA. 

TO THE CITY E:NGINEER: 

The un•le .. hrncd lo.,reb:y applle• for a permit to build ac.c:onlia .. to the followia .. apccificatioaa: 

1. Stale how many bulhlia~ to be erectec!OY" ... ... /. ... . ........ .... . .. ...... ... .......... .... .. --······••·••••••••"'•••••• 

2. Material ...•••••. .• ...•••• ............•.•. · ··(1(~tf27:Ck.:;:_ ··)'.···-p············· ·•· · ········ ······ ·· ·· ···· · · ··• ··• ••••• • ••ri--· 
3. What Ia the Owne.-"a name •• . .• . •.••.•..•• Je-f:0$. ... J .. ..:t. .~~~-~ ....•.......................•..••..... .,. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

u. 
12. 

13. 

15. 

u •. 

1"1. 

18. 

1'1-

:o. 

:n. 

22. 

%3. 

24. 

:zs. 
26. 

::.:'~:.:··· :: :::::::::::!::: ~~z~.·:;?P.~: ·· :~:~:;u~:·::.~·4;.:;,~#i.:···:::·~···::·:~: : ;: ~:::::~:··::i~;:: : : : : 
Loc:atoon? .. ....... ........ ~ /..(/. •• ..-!{.q7 -:& , /-···· •• q~···· ·'= "· ···· · 

No. of 'bouae? .... .. .. t:I./.,a .. £L~2.'/!. .... ;(. ........ . -.~·'; . ,-;~.(~······- ... a....-: ... . 
Purpoae of the buildho~t?.............. 1). . .L:..e.-:: ..... .0~ . . .., .... _ ........................... . 

/" , '• L/ 
WUI tbe builclin~r be erected 011 ..,lid or filled t.Jld? ••••.• ~: ~ .. :.~·--·· · · ··-··· · · .. .............. .. 

Blae of bu!ldlnJr, No. of feet froat. . • .•. /fJ... ..... ; No. of fe•t rear ••. "!!. .. CJ. ...... ; No. of feet deep ..... L~ 
No. of atoriea In heilrbt ........ ,L .... .. 

Slae of back bulldin~r ........ ~ •. fcetloa~r: .... .... ~ ..... . feet wldc1 No. of atoriea ....... ~ .... . 
.Material 0 r foundation. 0 o 1 ~ · •• •• 1 o • i o 1 1 •~ ~· 1 10 •• 1 •• _.. ... 1 •• '• •• o ~· 1 ~ . , .. . ~ - , •••••••• ··-~ · • ••••••~ ...... ~~ .. .. • • • . 1 ~ ... . .. ··-~ • i 1 ~ ... ~ ~· 1 ....... ~· ', • 

Tblekneaa of esteraal -•h cellar or bllaemcnl ... .... ..... . .... ; t.t story •.• ••..•.••••••••. ; ad atory .................. ; 

Jrd •tory . ... ....... , .. • . ; 4tk story ..... .. .... . ... ; 5th atory ••.•...... ., . . . 

Thiel<ne,. of party walla; cellar or buounent, •. , ..... ... . . .. . . ; bt story, ... ............ . .. ; ad atory •.••••.•.•••.•••••• , 

3d a lory ............. ...... : 4th story .................. ; 5th atory . ....... .... . ... . 

What will be the mat~rlala of the front? •. --····~e.'-:-. , .................................... /7 .... .. :,"·:• ........... . 
Will the roof be ll:at, pitch or ruannrd? .... n~V.V. •. § ...... ;. ":ateri•l of roomac? ••. • c/.k«.::::~ ..... . 
Wba\ will be the m"-&no.of aa:eaa to the roof? .. .... .. ~ ................ ..... . ... . .... .................. . 

How ia the bulldln~r heated?.,,., ...••. ~ ........... .... ;·· · .. ······-........... 71.:." '""·•············ .. ···•··•··· ···· ....... . 
Arc there an,- bay wlndowa? .... ~.hehrbt , .. . •. ,. .(l.lv.; .. ; width •.•. .• ~.~; projectloQ •••• Qf.:-:.Y..-:7 .. 

What will be the projection of atepa from bul\di111r Jine? .• .• .. , ..... .. ; Ot::l..~ .. k. ....... ...................... . 

Are tltere vaulta? ..•. C2J..o.::-.. Dimenalona . ........ .. .. .. ~~ .. . . .... ... ... ... ........ ............... ......... .......... . 

Will there be an area? ...... QJ.cr;. l width ...... ~..a'::. ; bow protecteci .. ...... G.~ ........................... . 
Will there be any cell11r atcps? •..•.. a..a-7,: how proteeted ....... a.:":-.~ ........................................ . 
Ia the lower •tory to be uaed for bu•lne•• purpoacs of an,. klnd? ...... 4.~ ... ~ .. ·h • • "•··•· ·~ · · •·· .. ··· ··········· 

What Ia the eatimated coal of the Improvement? • ............ .)::-6.-::-...... ........... ................................ .. 
HaYC depdalt...S :S •••••.•••• ••••• •" required by CltJ ordlnatu;e ............. .... ... . . ... .. ...... .. . .......... . ................. . 

After c;ompletlon will 

law? . ... cy.Jk::J. 
~be bulhlin1r conform. in ewcry reapeet, wltb the n:qUIUQICUta of tbll ~14inar 

s;~:nattue ...•.•. ... Lff~~7-~.c!.t..~.f..r.:'}_fl 
Addreaa ••... //R.. ... ~ .. .. c/..~c~f?.-./)c;J;I

• . 7"'~ 

,_ 

APPLICATION MATERIALS 
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• .. - -~ - -· ------~·:--------"'""""'-,..,.., ~.~n. ?Jrrtltr'+ .,.., _..,. ... :-:.~, ,-.,....... 

DETAIL DESCRIPTION. 

Detail8 of building• not given on oppo1ite 1ide to be IDritten beloiD. 
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Lucas Family Tree Related to 608-610 S. Fairfax, Alexandria, VA 

Robert T. Lucas (b. NY) 
1841-1927 

Anne Elizabeth Tucker (b. VA) 
(1838-1892) 

---I I 
Emma R. Lucas Robert T. Lucas II 

1874-1933 1868-1952 

Catherine Lucas 
1919-2007 

Notes 
• Red font indicates ownership chain of 608 5. Fairfax 
• Franks. Lucas, his wife and descendants all born in VA 

I 
Frank S. Lucas 

1866-1932 

I 
Robert T. Lucas Ill 

1891-1972 
Mattie Jones 
1895-1982 

I 
I 

Dorothy A. Lucas 
1921-

- -

I 
John T. Lucas 

1876-1918 

I 

Frank Edward Lucas 

1924-1995 
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~ 
KULINSKI 

GROUP ARCH TECTS P.C . 

KULINSKIGROUP.COM 

Kulinski Group Architects P.C 
1 04 N. West Street 

Ale~ondrio, Va 22314 

608 South Fairfax Street- Board of Architectural Review Old and Historic District 
Materials Specification List 

Front Entry Door: Jeldwen -Wood All Panel Exterior Door I Model 66 (Six Panel) 

Color- Stained wood finish 

Schlage - Camelot Handleset- Aged Bronze 

Hardware - Aged Bronze 

Address Numbers: Black metal numbers on the panel above the entry door transom 

Front Porch Light: Capital Lighting -Outdoor Gas Wall Lantern, #663597 

Color- Aged Copper 

APPLICATION MATERIALS 
BAR2015-00358/00359 

608 S Fairfax St 
11/2/2015 
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~ 
KULINsKI KULINSKIGROUP.COM 

GROUP ARCHITECTS P.C. Kulinski Group Architects P.C 
1 04 N. West Street 

Alexandria, Vo 22314 

Siding: All Elevations 1•' and 2"d Floor- Hardie Plank Artisan Series lap siding 

• Smooth face 

• 5 1/4" (4. exposure) 

APPLICATION MATERIALS 
BAR20 15-00358/00359 

608 S Fairfax St 
1112/2015 
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~ 
KULINSKI 
~UP ARCHITECTS P.C. 

KUliNSKIGROUP COM 

Kul1nsk1 Group Arch11ec1s PC 
1 04 N. West Street 

Alexandr o, Vo 22314 

All elevations loft floor dormer walls - Hardie Plank Artisan Series lap siding 

• Smooth face 

• 5 w· (4w exposure) 

Color- Painted w/ Sherwin Williams #SW6253 Olympus White 

SW6233 
Samovar Silver 
Interior I Exterior 

Locator Number: 222<2 

222 

APPLICATION MATERIALS 
BAR20 15-00358/00359 
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~ 
KU LIN s KI KULINSKIGROUP.COM 

GROUP ARCHITECTS P.C. Kulinski Group Architects P.C. 
1 04 N. West Street 

Alexandria, Va 22314 

Windows: All Elevations- Jeld-wen - Siteline EX Wood Double Hung Windows 

Color - Brilliant White 

Simulated Divided Lite 

Six over Six 

Shutters: Front Elevation - Operable wood two panel louvered shutters 

Color- Duron Historic Collection - Charleston Green 

Sythetic Wood Trim I Metal Coping: 

Azek (smooth texture)Color- Painted w/ Sherwin Williams #SW7006 Extra White 

SW7006 
Extra White 
Interior I Exterior 

locator Number: 257-Cl 

257 D 

APPLICATION MATERIALS 
BAR2015-00358/00359 
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~ 
KULINSKI 

GROUP ARCHITECTS P.C. 

KULINSKIGROUP COM 

Kvlinslc• Group Ardutects PC 
I 04 N. West Street 

Ale•ondrio, Vo 22314 

Roofing (front I rear gable): Standing seam metal roof- by Englert 

Roofing (shed dormer): 

Rear I Patio Entry Doors: 

Color- Dark Bronze 

EPDM Self ad hearing membrane 

Color- Dark Gray 

Jeldwen - Siteline EX- Wood Patio Door 

Color- White 

Wide Stile (No grille) 

Hardware - Black 

Side I Roof Deck Patio Doors: Jeldwen - Siteline EX- Wood Patio Door 

Roof Deck Guard Rails: 

Color- Duron Historic Collection- Charleston Green 

Wide Stile (No grille) 

Hardware - Black 

Azek (smooth texture) 

Color - Duron Historic Collection - Charleston Green 

APPLICATION MATERIALS 
BAR20 15-00358/003 59 

608 S Fairfax St 
11/2/2015 
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~ 
KULINSKI 
~OUP ARCH ITECTS P.C. 

KULINSKIGROUP COM 

Kul10sk1 Group Arch1tects PC 
I 04 N West Street 

Alexandna, Vo 22314 

Entry Stoop I Rear Patio: Brick Pavers - General Shale Jefferson Wade Tudor 6035 

Rear Fence I Side: 

Front Fence: 

Rear I Side Porch Lights: 

Mortar- Flamingo Brixment (Tennessee Buff) 

Pressure treated wood board on board 6'-0" privacy fence 

Color- Natural Stain 

Painted wrought iron 

Color - Black 

Hardware - Black 

Quoizei-Outdoor One Light Wall Sconce, Model: NY8316AC 

Color- Aged Copper 

APPLICATION MATERIALS 
BAR2015-00358/00359 

608 S Fairfax St 
11/2/2015 
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~ 
KULINSKI 

GROUP ARCHITECTS P.C . ---

Brick Piers: Brick - General Shale Jefferson Wade Tudor 6035 

Mortar- Flamingo Brixment (Tennessee Buff) 

KU ll NS K I GRO U P.COM 

Kul•nsk, Group Arch1tects PC. 
1 04 N. West Street 

Alexondno, Vo 22314 

APPLICATION MATERIALS 
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