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From: Alex Dambach
Sent: Friday, October 30, 2015 1:04 PM
To: Kristen Walentisch; Kendra Jacobs
Subject: Fwd: Docket #2015-0092 Mason Social

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

 
 
Alex Dambach, AICP 
Division Chief - Land Use Services 
City of Alexandria 
301 King Street, Rm 2100 
Alexandria, VA 22314 
Office:  703-746-3829 
Mobile:  571-393-7339 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: Salena Zellers <salena_zellers@yahoo.com> 
Date: October 30, 2015 at 12:50:57 PM EDT 
To: "plancomm@alexandriava.gov" <plancomm@alexandriava.gov>,  Karl Moritz 
<karl.moritz@alexandriava.gov>,  Alex Dambach 
<alex.dambach@alexandriava.gov>,  "peter.leiberg@alexandriava.gov" 
<peter.leiberg@alexandriava.gov> 
Cc: Justin Sparrow <justin@mason-social.com>,  Chad Sparrow <chad@mason-
social.com>,  "larry@mason-social.com" <larry@mason-social.com>,  Mary Catherine Gibbs 
<mcg.hcgk@verizon.net>,  HOA BraddockLofts <braddockloftshoa@gmail.com> 
Subject: Docket #2015-0092 Mason Social 
Reply-To: Salena Zellers <salena_zellers@yahoo.com> 

DOCKET ITEM #7  
Special Use Permit #2015-0092  
Encroachment #2015-0004 728  
N. Henry Street – Mason Social, LLC 
  
Chairwoman Lyman and Members of City Planning Commission, 
 
I am writing to express my support for the addition of outdoor rooftop dining at Mason 
Social.  My name is Salena Zellers and I live in the Braddock Lofts less than 60 steps to the 
Madison Street entrance of the restaurant.  I have a roof top deck that overlooks the area that will 
be the outdoor seating that Mason Social is proposing.   
 
As some of you may know, the Braddock Metro neighborhood is developing into a vibrant and 
beautiful area of town.  I spent many years working on the planning for the neighborhood and 
currently sit on the Braddock Implementation Advisory Group and am a Board member for the 
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neighborhood association where Mason Social resides, the Braddock Metro Citizens' 
Coalition.  I am not not writing on behalf of any of these groups, I represent only myself as a 
neighbor and a person involved in the development of our neighborhood since 2003. 
 
My neighbors and I have readily welcomed the new development and the fabulous retail that has 
come along with it.  The Planning Commissioners have been an integral part of the success of 
our neighborhood and we invite you over to our side of town to visit one of our great restaurants 
that opened this year. 
 
We see Mason Social as a critical addition to the neighborhood, offering evening activity and 
additional eyes on the street at night, which is desperately needed here.  The owners of Mason 
Social took an old dilapidated building which used to house a late night karaoke bar and other 
activities that disrupted our neighborhood every single weekend they were open.   
 
The owners of Mason Social met with me and the other residents of the Braddock Lofts on 
several occasions to discuss their plans for rooftop dining and have changed their requested 
hours based on our concerns for late night noise.  While Staff is recommending approval for 
weekend hours to end at 11pm, I stand in support of closing hours on the weekend until 
midnight.  Being in the restaurant business in a former life, I understand the critical need for later 
hours at this outdoor space.  The owners have assured us that they will address any of our 
concerns that come up and have given us their direct contact information to do so.  
 
As a next door neighbor of Mason Social, I ask you to support their application for rooftop 
dining with weekend hours extending until 12 am.  Thank you! 
 
 
Salena Zellers 
1122 Madison Street 
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FW: Mason Social Rooftop Deck

 
 
Alex Dambach, AICP
Division Chief – Land Use Services
City of Alexandria
301 King Street, Rm 2100
Alexandria, VA 22314
Office:  703‐746‐3829
Mobile:  571‐393‐7339
alex.dambach@alexandriava.gov
www.alexandriava.gov
 
From: Mary Catherine Gibbs [mailto:mcg.hcgk@verizon.net] 
Sent: Monday, October 19, 2015 3:11 PM
To: Alex Dambach
Cc: 'Justin Sparrow'
Subject: Mason Social Rooftop Deck
 
Alex,
 
On behalf of the applicant, this email is written to formally change the requested hours of operation for the
proposed rooftop deck at Mason Social to a closing hour of ten p.m. on weeknights and midnight on weekends.
 
The applicant would also be willing to accept an expedited review condition, with community input, after the
rooftop operation has been open for its first season.  Construction will take place this Winter with a proposed
opening in the Spring, so a review in late October 2016 might be appropriate.
 
Thanks in advance, Mary Catherine Gibbs
 
Hart, Calley, Gibbs & Karp, P.C.
307 N. Washington Street
Alexandria, VA  22314
(703) 836‐5757 (phone)
 
NOTICE: Unless otherwise specified, the contents of this transmission are strictly confidential. They may involve
privileged attorney‐client communications or work product and are intended to be received by the recipient(s)
specified above, and no one else. The receipt, appropriation, or use of the information transmitted above by anyone
other than the designated recipient(s) is unintended and strictly forbidden. If this message reaches anyone other
than the intended recipient(s), or his/her/their authorized representative(s), we request that you notify us of the

Alex Dambach

Mon 10/19/2015 3:15 PM

To:PlanComm <PlanComm@alexandriava.gov>;

mailto:alex.dambach@alexandriava.gov
http://www.alexandriava.gov/















