Docket Item # 3
BAR CASE # 2015-00339

BAR Meeting
November 4, 2015

ISSUE: Certificate of Appropriateness
APPLICANT: Jake and Pintuporn Needham
LOCATION: 113 Prince Street

ZONE: RM/Residential

STAFEF RECOMMENDATION

Staff recommends approval, with the condition that the balusters are deleted from the handrail
and the handrail supports are not anchored in the top of the historic sandstone steps.

GENERAL NOTES TO THE APPLICANT

1.

ISSUANCE OF CERTIFICATES OF APPROPRIATENESS AND PERMITS TO DEMOLISH:
Applicants must obtain a stamped copy of the Certificate of Appropriateness or Permit to Demolish PRIOR
to applying for a building permit. Contact BAR Staff, Room 2100, City Hall, 703-746-3833, or
preservation@alexandriava.gov for further information.

APPEAL OF DECISION: In accordance with the Zoning Ordinance, if the Board of Architectural Review
denies or approves an application in whole or in part, the applicant or opponent may appeal the Board’s
decision to City Council on or before 14 days after the decision of the Board.

COMPLIANCE WITH BAR POLICIES: All materials must comply with the BAR’s adopted policies
unless otherwise specifically approved.

BUILDING PERMITS: Most projects approved by the Board of Architectural Review require the issuance
of one or more construction permits by Building and Fire Code Administration (including signs). The
applicant is responsible for obtaining all necessary construction permits after receiving Board of
Architectural Review approval. Contact Code Administration, Room 4200, City Hall, 703-838-4360 for
further information.

EXPIRATION OF APPROVALS NOTE: In accordance with Sections 10-106(B) and 10-206(B) of the
Zoning Ordinance, any official Board of Architectural Review approval will expire 12 months from the
date of issuance if the work is not commenced and diligently and substantially pursued by the end of that
12-month period.

HISTORIC PROPERTY TAX CREDITS: Applicants performing extensive, certified rehabilitations of
historic properties may separately be eligible for state and/or federal tax credits. Consult with the Virginia
Department of Historic Resources (VDHR) prior to initiating any work to determine whether the proposed
project may qualify for such credits.



http://www.dhr.virginia.gov/tax_credits/tax_credit.htm
http://www.dhr.virginia.gov/tax_credits/tax_credit.htm
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ISSUE

The applicant requests a Certificate of Appropriateness to alter the front elevation
including: relocate an electric meter, install a new gas lantern, remodel the existing stoop,
and install new window boxes.

HISTORY

The subject property was likely constructed in the early 19" century, but damaged during
the 1827 fire on “Captain’s Row”. Previous applications to the BAR are:

BAR#1987-5 (1/7/87)
BAR#1985-15 (7 9/4/85)

ANALYSIS

The Design Guidelines state that electrical meters should be placed in a “location that has
the least adverse visual impact on a historic structure consistent with the public utility
requirements for the location of such meters”. There are limited locations where such a
meter can be placed on a mid-block dwelling unit, such as the one located at 113 Prince
Street. The proposed relocation of the existing meter will enhance the main entry and
facilitate a cleaner appearance for the facade.

The proposed stoop renovation will preserve the existing sandstone and incorporate a
new handrail of wrought metal. While it is highly unlikely that such a railing existing
during the period of significance (18th century) for this structure, Staff recognizes that
many homeowners desire a handrail for safety and aesthetic reasons. However, the
BAR’s Minor Architectural Features policy states that new handrails should be
“...visually minimal (post and rail without balusters) and constructed of metal or painted
wood in a historically appropriate style.” The proposed guardrail balusters on this
handrail are unnecessary and visually detract from the simple historic stoop and door. In
addition, the bases of the metal post supports will eventually rust and fracture the edges
of the soft sandstone steps over time and should be installed a minimum of 3” from the
edge of the step, so there is not physically room to install the posts in the steps as they are
drawn at this entrance. Fortunately, the existing electrical meter is being removed and
space on the brick wall adjacent to the door is now available. Staff, therefore, suggests
that the posts be set in the brick pavement immediately adjacent to the steps. Staff
supports approval of the stoop renovation and new handrails, if the balusters are deleted
and the supports are not anchored in the historic sandstone steps.
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Stoop at 113 Prince Handrail example at 218 N Royal
Staff notes that the proposed new exterior light fixture could be administratively
approved by staff, but the applicant has included it in this application to streamline the
application process. Again, it is unlikely that many early 19" century houses such as this
had exterior gas lanterns, however by the mid-19" century such fixtures were widely
available. The proposed design fits the scale of the house and is of a high quality material
that is consistent with the Design Guidelines and Minor Architectural Elements Policy,
therefore staff supports the new lantern at the proposed location adjacent to the entry
door.

For the reasons stated above, staff recommends approval of the application with the
minor conditions noted above.

STAFE
Mary Catherine Collins, Historic Preservation Planner, Planning & Zoning
Al Cox, FAIA, Historic Preservation Manager, Planning & Zoning
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CITY DEPARTMENT COMMENTS

Legend: C- code requirement R- recommendation S- suggestion F- finding

Zoning Comments

C-1

Proposed stoop, railings, gas lantern, window box, relocated meter and repairs to the
front door comply with zoning.

Code Administration

F-1

C-1

C-2

The following comments are for BAR review only. Once the applicant has filed for a
building permit and additional information has been provided, code requirements will be
based upon the building permit plans and the additional information submitted. If there
are any questions, the applicant may contact Charles Cooper, Plan Review Division at
Charles.cooper@alexandriava.gov or 703-746-4197.

A building, trade permits and inspections are required for this project. Five sets of
construction documents that fully detail the construction as well as layout and schematics
of the mechanical, electrical, and plumbing systems shall accompany the permit
application(s)..

New construction must comply with the current edition of the Uniform Statewide
Building Code (USBC).

Transportation and Environmental Services

R-1

R-2

R-3

F-1

F-2

The building permit must be approved and issued prior to the issuance of any permit for
demolition. (T&ES)

Applicant shall be responsible for repairs to the adjacent city right-of-way if damaged
during construction activity. (T&ES)

No permanent structure may be constructed over any existing private and/or public utility
easements. It is the responsibility of the applicant to identify any and all existing
easements on the plan. (T&ES)

After review of the information provided, an approved grading plan is not required at this
time. Please note that if any changes are made to the plan it is suggested that T&ES be
included in the review. (T&ES)

If the alley located at the rear of the parcel is to be used at any point of the construction
process the following will be required:

For a Public Alley - The applicant shall contact T&ES, Construction Management &
Inspections at (703) 746-4035 to discuss any permits and accommodation requirements
that will be required.

For a Private Alley - The applicant must provide proof, in the form of an affidavit at a




C-1

C-2

C-3

c-4
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minimum, from owner of the alley granting permission of use. (T&ES)

The applicant shall comply with the City of Alexandria’s Solid Waste Control, Title 5,
Chapter 1, which sets forth the requirements for the recycling of materials (Sec. 5-1-99).
(T&ES)

The applicant shall comply with the City of Alexandria's Noise Control Code, Title 11,
Chapter 5, which sets the maximum permissible noise level as measured at the property
line. (T&ES)

Any work within the right-of-way requires a separate permit from T&ES. (Sec. 5-2)
(T&ES)

All improvements to the city right-of-way such as curbing, sidewalk, driveway aprons,
etc. must be city standard design. (Sec. 5-2-1) (T&ES)

V. ATTACHMENTS

1 — Supplemental Materials
2 — Application for BAR2015-00339 : 113 Prince Street
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ATTACHMEN F2

BAR Case # QOVB-0nR3]

ADDRESS OF prOJECT: |12 Privice Shredt
rax map anp parceL: O 19,0\ -0 -QY —

APPLICATION FOR: (Please check all that apply)
MCERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS

[J PERMIT TO MOVE, REMOVE, ENCAPSULATE OR DEMOLISH
(Required if more than 25 square feet of a structure is to be demolished/impacted)

[] WAIVER OF VISION CLEARANCE REQUIREMENT and/or YARD REQUIREMENTS IN A VISION
CLEARANCE AREA (Section 7-802, Alexandria 1992 Zoning Ordinance)

] WAIVER OF ROCOFTOP HVAC SCREENING REQUIREMENT
{Section 6-403(BK3), Alexandria 1992 Zoning Ordinance)

Applicant: [ ] Property Owner d Business (Please provide business name & contact person)

Name:

address:__ 450 N Wa m(‘?hﬂ gm{

City: _MM State: \/A Zip: 7—2'3]'1‘
Phone: ?D%'?bfﬂ?ﬂ-f E-mail :

Authorized Agent (ifapplicabte): [_] Attorney E/ Architect [

Name: C hﬂ.‘f}) m A k&(ﬁl Phone:
E-mail: shn am&:ka\kz um
Legal Property Owner:

Name: 'Tch ‘" P!h‘I'U hmﬂ_tAhL
Address: 1% Pf Inee s_&VLd'

oty _Alngue  swe VA oz 22309

Phone: E-mail:

] Yes |ZI No s there an hisloric preservation easement on this property?

[ Yes z No If yes, has the easement holder agreed to the proposed alterations?

[J Yes [A No Isthere a homeowner's association for this property?

[C] Yes [] No Ifyes, has the homeowner's assaciation approved the proposed alterations?

If you answered yes to any of the above, please attach a copy of the letter approving the project.

17
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BAR Case #8N0\5-2335

NATURE OF PROPOSED WORK: Flease check all that apply

] NEW CONSTRUCTION
EXTERIOR ALTERATION: Please check alf that apply. B0

[] awning [ fence, gate or garden wall E’ HYAL equipment [ shutters
[ doors [0 windows [] siding ] shed
[4 lighting [J pergolattrellis [ painting unpainted masonry
1 other
[] ADDITION
[0 DEMOLITION/ENCAPSULATION
[ SIGNAGE

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED WORK: Please describe the proposed work in detail {Additional pages may
be attached).

Relocade eledni meber

g i frml'doorwlpmf

tustall & now 980 lanhin

ftaise Stop ard add mew Stme Shop
New WW v m‘fug

New  waindow pox —pitd‘ul

SUBMITTAL REQUIREMENTS:

ltems listed below comprise the minimum supporting materials for BAR applications. Staff may
request additional information during application review. Please refer to the relevant section of the
Design Guidelines for further information on appropriate treatments.

Applicants must use the checklist below to ensure the application is complete. Include all information and
material that are necessary to thoroughly describe the project. Incomplete applications will delay the
docketing of the application for review. Pre-application meetings are required for all proposed additions.
All applicants are encouraged to meet with staff prior to submission of a completed application.

Electronic copies of submission materials shouid be submitted whenever possible.

Demolition/Encapsulation : Al applicants requesting 25 square feet or more of demolition/encapsulation
must complete this section. Check N/A if an item in this seclion does not apply to your project.

N/A
O Survey plat showing the extent of the proposed demolition/encapsulation.
O Existing elevation drawings clearly showing all elements proposed for demaolition/encapsulation.
{1 [4 Clear and labeled photographs of all elevations of the building if the entire structure is proposed
to be demolished.
[] [ Description of the reason for demolition/encapsulation.
[d (O] Description of the alternatives to demolition/encapsulation and why such alternatives are not

considered feasible.
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BAR Case #0015 - g 53

ALL APPLICATIONS: Piease read and check that you have read and understand the following items:

/é | have submitted a filing fee with this application. (Checks should be made payable to the City of
Alexandria. Please contact staff for assistance in determining the appropriate fee.)

g [ understand the notice requirements and will return a copy of the three respective notice forms to
BAR staff at least five days prior to the hearing. If i am unsure to whom | should send notice | will
contact Planning and Zoning staff for assistance in identifying adjacent parcels.

;f] I, the applicant, or an authorized representative will be present at the public hearing.

I understand that any revisions to this initial application submission (including applications deferred
for restudy) must be accompanied by the BAR Supplemental form and 3 sets of revised materials.

The undersigned hereby attests that all of the information herein provided including the site plan, building
elevations, prospective drawings of the project, and written descriptive information are true, correct and
accurate. The undersigned further understands that, should such information be found incorrect, any
action taken by the Board based on such information may be invalidated. The undersigned also hereby
grants the City of Alexandria permission to post placard notice as required by Article XI, Division A,
Section 11-301(B) of the 1982 Alexandria City Zoning Ordinance, on the property which is the subject of
this application. The undersigned also hereby authorizes the City staff and members of the BAR to
inspect this site as necessary in the course of research and evaluating the application. The applicant, if
other than the property owner, also attests that he/she has obtained permission from the property owner
to make this application.

APPLICANT OR AUTHORIZED AGENT:

Signature:

Printed Name: [‘ h Y'Uh n'r, A ) MM

7
Date: lDJE LLQ[S
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OWNERSHIP AND DISCLOSURE STATEMENT
Use additional sheets if necessary

1. Applicant. State the name, address and percent of ownership of any person or entity owning
an interest in the applicant, unless the entity is a corporation or partnership, in which case
identify each owner of more than ten percent. The term ownership interest shall include any
legal or equitable interest held at the time of the application in the real property which is the
subject of the application.

Name Address Percent of Ownership

" Take Ntedham | ND Privice Street 50%

;_ftﬁﬁupim_}f!_dhm U3 Prinze Streek Y%

Property. State the name, address and percent of ownership of any person or entity owning
an interest in the property ocated at __|1% Prinze Street (address), unless the
entity is a corporation or partnership, in which case identify each owner of more than ten
percent. The term ownership interest shall include any legal or equitable interest held at the time
of the application in the real property which is the subject of the application.

Name Address Percent of Ownership

" Jake Meedhr | 113 e Strect &

B_Mmﬂdhm L% Prince Sreef Y%

3. Business or Financial Relationships. Each person or entity listed above (1 and 2), with an
ownership interest in the applicant or in the subject property is required to disclose any
business or financial relationship, as defined by Section 11-350 of the Zoning Ordinance,
existing at the time of this application, or within the 12-month period prior to the submission of
this application with any member of the Alexandria City Council, Planning Commission, Board of
Zoning Appeals or either Boards of Architectural Review.

Name of person or entity Relationship as defined by Member of the Approving

Section 11-350 of the Body (i.e. City Council,
Zoning Ordinance Planning Commission, etc.)

NOTE: Business or financial relationships of the type described in Sec. 11-350 that arise
after the filing of this application and before each public hearing must be disclosed prior
to the public hearings.

As the applicant or the applicant’s authorized agent, | hereby attest to the best of my ability that

the information provided above is true and correct.
19]$ Jzel4 Chnde A kaly - [ZM

"Date Printed Name " Signature
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	The Design Guidelines state that electrical meters should be placed in a “location that has the least adverse visual impact on a historic structure consistent with the public utility requirements for the location of such meters”. There are limited loc...
	Staff notes that the proposed new exterior light fixture could be administratively approved by staff, but the applicant has included it in this application to streamline the application process.  Again, it is unlikely that many early 19th century hous...
	For the reasons stated above, staff recommends approval of the application with the minor conditions noted above.



