
 
 

        Docket Item # 2 
BAR CASE # 2015-00322 

         
        BAR Meeting 
        October 21, 2015 
 
 
ISSUE:   Certificate of Appropriateness   
 
APPLICANT:  Martha Gabriel  
 
LOCATION:  108 Quay Street 
 
ZONE:   RM/Residential   
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
Staff recommends approval of the Craftsman style door without muntins, and further 
recommends that the Board direct staff to amend the Minor Architectural Elements Policy to 
permit administrative approval of glazed fiberglass doors, without exterior exposed screw heads 
or buttons, on buildings or additions constructed after 1965. 
 
 
GENERAL NOTES TO THE APPLICANT 
 

1. ISSUANCE OF CERTIFICATES OF APPROPRIATENESS AND PERMITS TO DEMOLISH: 
Applicants must obtain a stamped copy of the Certificate of Appropriateness or Permit to Demolish PRIOR 
to applying for a building permit.  Contact BAR Staff, Room 2100, City Hall, 703-746-3833, or 
preservation@alexandriava.gov for further information. 
 

2. APPEAL OF DECISION:  In accordance with the Zoning Ordinance, if the Board of Architectural Review 
denies or approves an application in whole or in part, the applicant or opponent may appeal the Board’s 
decision to City Council on or before 14 days after the decision of the Board. 
 

3. COMPLIANCE WITH BAR POLICIES:  All materials must comply with the BAR’s adopted policies 
unless otherwise specifically approved. 
 

4. BUILDING PERMITS:  Most projects approved by the Board of Architectural Review require the issuance 
of one or more construction permits by Building and Fire Code Administration (including signs).  The 
applicant is responsible for obtaining all necessary construction permits after receiving Board of 
Architectural Review approval.  Contact Code Administration, Room 4200, City Hall, 703-838-4360 for 
further information. 
 

5. EXPIRATION OF APPROVALS NOTE:  In accordance with Sections 10-106(B) and 10-206(B) of the 
Zoning Ordinance, any official Board of Architectural Review approval will expire 12 months from the 
date of issuance if the work is not commenced and diligently and substantially pursued by the end of that 
12-month period. 
 

6. HISTORIC PROPERTY TAX CREDITS:  Applicants performing extensive, certified rehabilitations of 
historic properties may separately be eligible for state and/or federal tax credits.  Consult with the Virginia 
Department of Historic Resources (VDHR) prior to initiating any work to determine whether the proposed 
project may qualify for such credits. 
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I. ISSUE 

The applicant requests approval of a replacement Pella fiberglass entry door. The 
applicant wants some daylight in the entry hall and has presented two door styles with 
glazing for approval, with preference for the Craftsman style door, with or without 
simulated muntins.  Both options have an integrated window and will be painted a 
mahogany finish.  The current BAR Minor Architectural Elements Policy does not permit 
staff to administratively approve fiberglass doors with glazing, as the Board has 
previously found the muntins (sticking) and exposed screw heads and screw head covers 
(buttons) to be a poor imitation of a wood product.  Fiberglass replacement doors without 
glass are eligible for administrative approval under the current policy. 

 

   
     Craftsman           Craftsman with muntins Colonial Revival lunette 
 

Figure 1: The Board should specify which of the above door styles (if any) are appropriate for the dwelling 
at 108 Quay Street.  The applicant prefers the Craftsman style door, with or without muntins, but also 
would be satisfied with the Colonial Revival style lunette option without muntins. Staff recommends 
approval of the simple Craftsman style door without muntins, though the lunette option was also common 
on Colonial Revival style homes. 

 
II. HISTORY 

The three-story, interior townhouse at 108 Quay Street is one of a group of 86 three-story 
brick townhouses bounded by North Union, North Lee, Queen and Oronoco Streets 
which were constructed in 1971. This area was not included in the Old and Historic 
Alexandria District until June of 1984.   

 
III. ANALYSIS 

Since the Board adopted the BAR Minor Architectural Elements Policy in 2011, 
fiberglass door products have changed dramatically.  Staff visited the Pella showroom in 
Springfield to look at the doors firsthand and speak with the Pella representative.  Indeed, 
these doors no longer have exposed screw heads or buttons on the exterior and this was 
the BAR’s primary objection to glazing in these doors.  Due to warranty issues, the door 
designers found that exposed screw heads were a source of water intrusion and they are 
now only left exposed on the interior face of the door, which is not visible from the street 
and not subject to BAR review.  Staff has provided images of the glazing stops on Pella’s 
new doors below (exterior face).  
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Staff finds the revised fiberglass doors to be an appropriate modern replacement material 
for buildings or additions constructed after 1965 and recommends that the Board direct 
staff to amend the Minor Architectural Elements Policy to permit administrative approval 
of fiberglass doors with glazing, provided that the screw heads or their covers (buttons) 
are not exposed on the exterior. 
 
The existing house could loosely be described as vernacular Colonial Revival and both 
the simple, two panel Craftsman style door without muntins or the four panel lunette 
option were used on this style house in the early 20th century.  Staff does not recommend 
the more overtly Craftsman door with muntins, as the glazing proportions are wrong for 
this style house and the simulated muntins are not architecturally convincing.  

 
 
STAFF 
 
Mary Catherine Collins, Historic Preservation Planner, Planning & Zoning 
Al Cox, FAIA, Historic Preservation Manager, Planning & Zoning 
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IV. CITY DEPARTMENT COMMENTS  

Legend: C- code requirement  R- recommendation  S- suggestion  F- finding 
 
Zoning Comments 
 
C-1 Replacement door complies with zoning. 
 
Code Administration 
 
No comments received 
 
Transportation and Environmental Services 
 
R1. The building permit must be approved and issued prior to the issuance of any permit for 

demolition. (T&ES) 
 
R2. Applicant shall be responsible for repairs to the adjacent city right-of-way if damaged 

during construction activity. (T&ES) 
 
F1. After review of the information provided, an approved grading plan is not required at this 

time.  Please note that if any changes are made to the plan it is suggested that T&ES be 
included in the review. (T&ES) 

 
C1. The applicant shall comply with the City of Alexandria’s Solid Waste Control, Title 5, 

Chapter 1, which sets forth the requirements for the recycling of materials (Sec. 5-1-99). 
(T&ES) 

 
C2. The applicant shall comply with the City of Alexandria's Noise Control Code, Title 11, 

Chapter 5, which sets the maximum permissible noise level as measured at the property 
line. (T&ES) 

 
 
V. ATTACHMENTS 
1 – Supplemental Materials  
2 – Application for BAR2015-00322: 108 Quay Street 
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Back to Quote 

Date: 09/07/2015 

LOWE'S HOME CENTERS, LLC #715 

6750 RICHMOND HIGHWAY 
ALEXANDRIA. VA 22306·6701 

USA 
(703) 765-8011 

Project#: 452428229 Description: PELLA CRAFfSMAN DOOR UNIT 

Customer Name: 

Customer Phone: 

Customer Address: 

Line Item 

Frame Size 

MARTHA GABRIEL 

(703) 597-4095 

108QUAY STR 
ALEXANDRIA, VA 22314 

USA 

Product Code 

Description 

01 Manufacturer: Pella (R) Entry 

Size= 37 112-in W x 81 3/4-in ella (R) Entry Doors feature our exclusive AdvantagePius 

H TM) protection system. 

ivision: Millwork 
roduct: Doors 
ype: Entry/Exterior 
anufacturer: Pella (R) Entry 
nergy Star (R) Qualified Products Only: Yes - I would like to 
iew only the units that arc qualified for Energy Star (R). 
nergy Star (R) Zone: North Centml 

oom Location: Other I 
rand: Pella (R) Brand Entry Doors 

anel Configuration: Single Door 
wing: lnswing 

ill Type: Standard Sill 
ill Finish: Mill Finish Sill 
anel Fire Rating: No Fire Rating 
rame Fire Rating: No Fire Rating 
ctual Frame Width: 37 I /2-in 

ctual Frame Height: 81 3/4-in 
its Opening Width: 38 1/4-in 
its Opening Height: 82 I /4-in 
xterior Frame Material: Wood 

ntcrior Fmme Material: Wood 
ood Type: Pine 

perationNenting: Left 

rcshold Material: Oak Threshold 

anel Material: Fiberglass 
nterior Grain: Mahogany 
xterior Grain: Mahogany 

Unit Price Quantity Total Price 

$883.71 $883.71 
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Salesperson: 

Accepted by: 

lazed Panel Design: Craftsman Light 
ane\ Reinforcement: No Panel Reinforcement 
xterior Door Panel Finish: Unfinished 

xterior Frame Finish: Primed 
nterior Door Panel Finish: Unfinished 
nterior Frame Finish: Primed 
lass Strength: Tempered 

r Insulated Glass Options: Low E 
ctive Panel Boring Options: Latch Bore With Deadbolt 

ctual Backset: 2 3/8-in 
ctual Crossbore: 2 1/8-in 

ardware Hinge Type: Aluminum Adjustable · 
ardware Hinge Finish: Satin Nickel 
ctive Panel Handle Set: No Handle Set 

ntil Shelf: No Dcntil Shelf 

rille Type: Simulated Divided Light 
ctual Grille Bar Profile: I 1/4-in Contour 
oor Grille Interior Color: Unfinished 

oor Grille Exterior Color: Unfinished 
rille Pattern: Traditional 

rille Division: Typical 
ights Wide: 3 
ights High: 2 
ctual Attachment Method: 2-in Brickmould 

ttachment Method Application: Factory Applied 
ctual Base Wall Depth: 4 9/16-in 

ctual Jamb Extended Wall Depth: 4 9/16-in 
in Setback: None 

ctual Base Frame Depth: 4 9/16-in 
ctual Jamb Extended Frame Depth: 4 9116-in 
all Depth Application: Factory Applied 
ill This Product Be Installed By Lowe's (R): Installed By 

owe's (R) 

s This A Remake?: No 

eadTime: 30 
tern Number: 161417 

**This price reflects a 15% Off Promotion on SOS Pella (R) 
ntry Doors- 8/26/15to 9/14115*** 

is quote is good 08/26115 to 09/14/15 

SEAN IRWIN (S0715Sll) 

Project Total: $883.71 

Date: 09/07/2015 

Print this Page 

This Millwork Quote is valid until 9113/2015. This is an estimate only. This estimate does not include tax or delivery charges. Delivery 
of all materials contained in this estimate are subject to availability from the manufacturer or supplier. All the above quantities, 
dimensions. specifications and accessories have been verified and accepted. 
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