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(Lw/gmgo 5 grgzgde context.

HIS C Y’S history has long been an
object of pride for most Americans, who
have embraced its indisputable achieve-
ments while acknowledging but not
dwelling on its failures to live up to its own ideals.
The Confederacy is among the few deeply divisive
historical chapters, regarded with revulsion by
most Northerners and with gauzy nostalgia by
some Southerners, }ﬂm tended to whitewash its
purpose as a means preserve slavery and play
down its enduyng §§mbo% especla.lly its flag, as
folkloric artifacts.
The church shootmg this year in Charleston,
S.C., by a suspected Killer who posed with the -
.Confederate battle ﬂag triggered a backlash
against the banner, mcludmg in the South, where
it has been removed from South Carolina’s state-
house grounds and other public places.
Thatwasa courageous and correct decision, and
it leads to further questions: Which other remind-
2 ers of the Confederacy or. of slavery’s pernicious
" legacy, also need to go? Should Jefferson Davis
Highway, which doubles as U.S. Route 1in Virginia
from the Potomac River to the North Carolina
' border, be stnpped of lﬁ& Confederate pres:dent’ “
name? Should Fairfa&feouhty's JEB. Stua.rt and .
Robert E. Lee high séhools or the streets of".
Alexandria, be rechristened because their name-
sakes were Confederate mlhta.ryheroes? .’-_5 5 2
And what of the statue of Chief Justice Roger ,‘3, ¥y
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