
 
 

        Docket Item # 16 & 17 
BAR CASE # 2015-0271 & 0272 

         
        BAR Meeting 
        September 16, 2015 
 
 
ISSUE:     Permit to Demolish & Certificate of Appropriateness for the 

Construction of a new front porch 
 
APPLICANT:     Leslie Arial by Heffner Architects 
 
LOCATION:   608 Oronoco Street 
 
ZONE:    RM/ Residential Zone  
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION:  
 
Staff recommends approval of the Permit to Demolish/Capsulate and the Certificate of 
Appropriateness with the following Archaeology conditions:  
 

1. Include the following archaeology comments on all construction documents related to 
ground disturbance, so that on-site contractors are aware of the requirements:  
a. Call Alexandria Archaeology immediately (703-746-4399) if any buried structural 

remains (wall foundations, wells, privies, cisterns, etc.) or concentrations of artifacts 
are discovered during development.  Work must cease in the area of the discovery 
until a City archaeologist comes to the site and records the finds. 

b. No metal detection or artifact collection may be conducted on the property, unless 
authorized by Alexandria Archaeology. 
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GENERAL NOTES TO THE APPLICANT 
 

1. ISSUANCE OF CERTIFICATES OF APPROPRIATENESS AND PERMITS TO DEMOLISH: 
Applicants must obtain a stamped copy of the Certificate of Appropriateness or Permit to Demolish PRIOR 
to applying for a building permit.  Contact BAR Staff, Room 2100, City Hall, 703-746-3833, or 
preservation@alexandriava.gov for further information. 
 

2. APPEAL OF DECISION:  In accordance with the Zoning Ordinance, if the Board of Architectural Review 
denies or approves an application in whole or in part, the applicant or opponent may appeal the Board’s 
decision to City Council on or before 14 days after the decision of the Board. 
 

3. COMPLIANCE WITH BAR POLICIES:  All materials must comply with the BAR’s adopted policies 
unless otherwise specifically approved. 
 

4. BUILDING PERMITS:  Most projects approved by the Board of Architectural Review require the issuance 
of one or more construction permits by Building and Fire Code Administration (including signs).  The 
applicant is responsible for obtaining all necessary construction permits after receiving Board of 
Architectural Review approval.  Contact Code Administration, Room 4200, City Hall, 703-838-4360 for 
further information. 
 

5. EXPIRATION OF APPROVALS NOTE:  In accordance with Sections 10-106(B) and 10-206(B) of the 
Zoning Ordinance, any official Board of Architectural Review approval will expire 12 months from the 
date of issuance if the work is not commenced and diligently and substantially pursued by the end of that 
12-month period. 
 

6. HISTORIC PROPERTY TAX CREDITS:  Applicants performing extensive, certified rehabilitations of 
historic properties may separately be eligible for state and/or federal tax credits.  Consult with the Virginia 
Department of Historic Resources (VDHR) prior to initiating any work to determine whether the proposed 
project may qualify for such credits. 
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Note:  Staff coupled the reports for BAR #2015-0271(Permit to Demolish) and BAR #2015-0272 
(Certificate of Appropriateness) for clarity and brevity.  This item requires a roll call vote. 
 
I.  ISSUE 
 
The applicant is requesting approval of a Permit to Demolish and a Certificate of 
Appropriateness for the construction of an open front porch at 608 Oronoco Street.  
 
Permit to Demolish 

• Demolition of front stoop and steps; and 
• Removal of a pedimented front door surround. 

 
Certificate of Appropriateness 
The proposed porch addition will sit on a brick foundation approximately 1’- 10” above grade 
and will measure 29 feet wide by 6 feet deep and will be one story in height.  The porch will be 
supported by fiberglass columns and membrane covered flat roof.   The entablature, roof 
assembly, and new door surround will be constructed with AZEK. 
 
II.  HISTORY 
 
608 Oronoco Street is a freestanding, two-story, three-bay, center hall brick Colonial Revival 
residence built in 1941 (Building Permit #2769, 10/23/40).  A freestanding, one-story brick 
automobile garage was constructed at the rear of the property in 1942 (Building Permit #3301, 
1/6/42).   A one-story wood and glass porch addition was constructed on the rear of the house in 
1981 (Building Permit #0948, 6/8/81).  A one-story wood frame addition was added to the rear 
of the house in 1983 (Building Permit #0853, 11/9/83).  Finally, in 2003, the BAR approved a 
two-story, rear addition and various minor alterations at the residence (BAR2003-0022; 
03/05/02.) 
 
The architect of the original house was Kenton D. Hamaker.  Hamaker was an architect in the 
region from 1935-1953.  Besides 608 Oronoco, he designed two other houses in Alexandria; 
2513 E. Randolph in 1935 and 110 E. Howell in 1936.  He was also the architect for the 
Westover Hills Shopping Center in Fairfax County in 1940. 
 
III.  ANALYSIS 
 
Permit to Demolish 
In considering a Permit to Demolish, the Board must consider the following criteria set forth in 
the Zoning Ordinance, §10-105(B): 
 

(1) Is the building or structure of such architectural or historical interest that its moving, 
removing, capsulating or razing would be to the detriment of the public interest? 

(2)  Is the building or structure of such interest that it could be made into a historic 
house? 

(3) Is the building or structure of such old and unusual or uncommon design, texture and 
material that it could not be reproduced or be reproduced only with great difficulty? 
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(4) Would retention of the building or structure help preserve the memorial character of 
the George Washington Memorial Parkway? 

(5) Would retention of the building or structure help preserve and protect an historic 
place or area of historic interest in the city? 

(6) Would retention of the building or structure promote the general welfare by 
maintaining and increasing real estate values, generating business, creating new 
positions, attracting tourists, students, writers, historians, artists and artisans, 
attracting new residents, encouraging study and interest in American history, 
stimulating interest and study in architecture and design, educating citizens in 
American culture and heritage, and making the city a more attractive and desirable 
place in which to live? 

 
Staff has no objection to the proposed demolition of the existing stoop and stairs and no 
objection to the removal of the existing door surround. The brick stoop and steps proposed for 
demolition are not original to the building.  While portions of the door surround are original to 
the house, it has been poorly repaired and added to several times.  It is a relatively common 
design and easily reproduced, thus its removal is not a detriment to the public interest.   In 
addition, the items proposed for demolition do not remove any portion of the building itself and 
do not compromise the integrity of the building as a whole.  Therefore, in the opinion of Staff, 
none of the criteria for demolition and encapsulation are met and the Permit to 
Demolish/Encapsulate should be granted.     
 
Certificate of Appropriateness 
The Design Guidelines encourage porch additions which “are appropriate to the historical style 
of the structure” and “should not hide or cause the removal of important historic architectural 
details.”   It is also recommended that porches “should be painted the predominant color of the 
building or the color of the trim work.”  The Guidelines further explain that “Porches should be 
made of materials which are sympathetic to the building materials generally found in the historic 
districts” and per the Board’s Modern Materials Policy “Synthetic/composite trim may only be 
installed on buildings and additions constructed after 1975 and must have a smooth finish 
without a wood grain surface texture.” 
 
Staff commends the applicant on the design and proportions of the porch and finds it compatible 
with the existing Colonial Revival style of the building.   While front porches are not common to 
early rowhouses in Old Town because of the 1752 setback regulations, similar porches do exist 
in Old Town (see 207/209 S Fairfax St.)  This Neoclassical style porch is frequently seen on 
Greek Revival and Colonial Revival detached buildings that are similarly set back from the 
sidewalk and its form recalls the smaller porch on the adjacent Lee-Fendall house at 614 
Oronoco.  Removal of the steps leading to the sidewalk and combining these with the driveway 
will simplify and visually unify the small front yard.  Finally, the use of modern materials such 
as AZEK will differentiate the porch from the original building and is consistent with the 
Board’s Modern Materials Policy. 
 
Staff recommends approval of the Permit to Demolish/Encapsulate and the Certificate of 
Appropriateness, as submitted. 
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STAFF 
 
Michele Oaks, Historic Preservation Planner, Planning & Zoning 
Al Cox, FAIA, Historic Preservation Manager, Planning & Zoning 
 
IV. CITY DEPARTMENT COMMENTS  
 
Legend: C- code requirement  R- recommendation  S- suggestion  F- finding 
 
Zoning Comments 
 
C-1 Proposed porch complies with zoning. 
 
Code Administration 
 
No comments received. 
 
Alexandria Archaeology  
 
F-1 Tax records indicate that free black households were located on the 600 block of Oronoco 

Street in 1830, but the exact addresses are unknown.  This property therefore has the 
potential to yield archaeological resources which could provide insight into residential 
activities of free African Americans living in Alexandria in the early nineteenth century. 

  
Archaeology Comments 
 
R-1 Call Alexandria Archaeology immediately (703-746-4399) if any buried structural 

remains (wall foundations, wells, privies, cisterns, etc.) or concentrations of artifacts are 
discovered during development.  Work must cease in the area of the discovery until a 
City archaeologist comes to the site and records the finds.  The language noted above 
shall be included on all final site plan sheets involving any ground disturbing activities. 

 
R-2 The applicant shall not allow any metal detection and/or artifact collection to be 

conducted on the property, unless authorized by Alexandria Archaeology.  Failure to 
comply shall result in project delays. The language noted above shall be included on all 
final site plan sheets involving any ground disturbing activities. 

 
Code 
C-1 All required archaeological preservation measures shall be completed in compliance with 

Section 11-411 of the Zoning Ordinance.  
 
Transportation and Environmental Services 
 
No comments received. 
 
V. ATTACHMENTS 
1 – Supplemental Materials  
2 – Application for BAR2015-0271 & 0272: 608 Oronoco Street 
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