
 
 

        Docket Item # 4 
BAR CASE # 2015-0270 

         
        BAR Meeting 
        September 16, 2015 
 
 
ISSUE:   Certificate of Appropriateness/Alterations to Previously Approved Plans   

 
APPLICANT: Wilkes Residences, LLC   
 
LOCATION:   711 Wilkes Street  
 
ZONE:   CL/Commercial Low     
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
Staff recommends approval, with the following condition: 
 

1. Retain the segmental arches at the door entrances for each of the two end units, to 
match the other window openings on the associated building. 

 
GENERAL NOTES TO THE APPLICANT 
 
1. ISSUANCE OF CERTIFICATES OF APPROPRIATENESS AND PERMITS TO DEMOLISH: Applicants 

must obtain a stamped copy of the Certificate of Appropriateness or Permit to Demolish PRIOR to applying for 
a building permit.  Contact BAR Staff, Room 2100, City Hall, 703-746-3833, or 
preservation@alexandriava.gov for further information. 

 
2. APPEAL OF DECISION:  In accordance with the Zoning Ordinance, if the Board of Architectural Review 

denies or approves an application in whole or in part, the applicant or opponent may appeal the Board’s 
decision to City Council on or before 14 days after the decision of the Board. 

 
3. COMPLIANCE WITH BAR POLICIES:  All materials must comply with the BAR’s adopted policies unless 

otherwise specifically approved. 
 
4. BUILDING PERMITS:  Most projects approved by the Board of Architectural Review require the issuance of 

one or more construction permits by Building and Fire Code Administration (including signs).  The applicant is 
responsible for obtaining all necessary construction permits after receiving Board of Architectural Review 
approval.  Contact Code Administration, Room 4200, City Hall, 703-838-4360 for further information. 

 
5. EXPIRATION OF APPROVALS NOTE:  In accordance with Sections 10-106(B) and 10-206(B) of the Zoning 

Ordinance, any official Board of Architectural Review approval will expire 12 months from the date of issuance 
if the work is not commenced and diligently and substantially pursued by the end of that 12-month period. 

 
6. HISTORIC PROPERTY TAX CREDITS:  Applicants performing extensive, certified rehabilitations of historic 

properties may separately be eligible for state and/or federal tax credits.  Consult with the Virginia Department 
of Historic Resources (VDHR) prior to initiating any work to determine whether the proposed project may 
qualify for such credits. 

http://www.dhr.virginia.gov/tax_credits/tax_credit.htm
http://www.dhr.virginia.gov/tax_credits/tax_credit.htm
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BAR CASE #2015-00270 
  September 16, 2015 

 

 
 

 
I. ISSUE 

The applicant requests approval of revisions to a Certificate of Appropriateness previously 
approved by the BAR on July 16, 2014 (BAR Case #2015-00195). The alterations include the 
addition of a bay window on the south elevation of the corner rowhouse, changes in color, 
changes to the front entrances, alterations to the front bay windows and cornice design, wider 
terrace doors on the rear elevation, a revised garage design, and a revised fence design for the 
one located along Wilkes Street.  
 
II. HISTORY 

The BAR approved the demolition of the formerly standing structure and a Certificate of 
Appropriateness for this development on July 16, 2014 (BAR Case#2015-00194 & 00195). 
Planning Commission approved the project on June 16, 2014. The applicant is currently in the 
construction phase. 
 
III. ANALYSIS 

Although the BAR’s Design Guidelines provide recommendations on historic colors for different 
architectural styles, by practice the Board has only reviewed the color of permanent materials 
such as masonry and has chosen not to review paint color for new construction.  Therefore, staff 
has no objection to the proposed color changes and recommends approval.  

 
Staff has no objection to the other proposed alterations, as they generally enhance the design and 
comply with the Design Guidelines and BAR policies.  The applicant has refined the cornice line 
so that it connects across all six units while still effectively screening the rooftop HVAC when 
viewed from the west.  The architectural styles are essentially unchanged.  However, for 
consistency staff recommends that the front door entrances remain a segmental arch to match the 
style of the window lintels on the end units.  In the original submission, the garage was oriented 
so that the gutters drained onto the adjacent property, which is not permitted by code therefore 
the applicant proposes a reorientation of the garage roofline, as shown in the attached 
application.  The revised garage design does not negatively affect the scale or massing of the 
project and staff has no opposition to the changes.  

 
At the 2014 hearing, the Board discussed designs for the proposed fence along Wilkes Street, 
and while the Board understood the need for a six foot tall fence for privacy reasons, they also 
felt that it should not negatively affect the pedestrian experience on the adjacent sidewalk. 
Therefore, the Board suggested a wood or metal fence punctuated by masonry piers, which the 
applicant now proposes.  Staff supports the design and finds that it meets the standards of the 
Design Guidelines which encourage high quality materials for fencing. 
 
Staff recommends approval of the alterations to previously approved plans, with the above 
condition related to the front entrances of the end units. 
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BAR CASE #2015-00270 
  September 16, 2015 

 

 
 

STAFF 
 
Mary Catherine Collins, Historic Preservation Planner, Planning & Zoning 
Al Cox, FAIA, Historic Preservation Manager, Planning & Zoning 
 
 
IV. CITY DEPARTMENT COMMENTS  

Legend: C- code requirement  R- recommendation  S- suggestion  F- finding 
 
Zoning Comments 

 
F-1 FAR still okay with bay windows. 
 
Code Administration 

 
No Code Comment – Project already has a building permit associated with this application. 

 
Transportation and Environmental Services 

 
R-1 Comply with all requirements of [DSP2013-00020] (TES) 
 
R-2 The Final Site Plan must be approved and released and a copy of that plan must be 

attached to the demolition permit application.  No demolition permit will be issued in 
advance of the building permit unless the Final Site Plan includes a demolition plan 
which clearly represents the demolished condition.  (T&ES) 

 
Alexandria Archaeology  
 
R-1 There is low potential for significant archaeological resources to be disturbed by this 

undertaking.  No archaeological action is required. 
 
 
V.  ATTACHMENTS 
 1 – Supplemental Materials  
 2 – Application for BAR2015-00270 : 711 Wilkes Street 
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BAR Case # ________ 

711 Wilkes St., Alexandria, VA 20147

074.04-11-22 CL

✔

Wilkes Residences, LLC

20072 Blackwolf Run Place

Ashburn VA 20147

(703) 395-0101 mibrahim@alliancedevelopmentco.com

✔
Contract Purchaser

Mike Ibrahim (703) 395-0101

mibrahim@alliancedevelopmentco.com

Wilkes Residences, LLC

50 Rhode Island Ave., NE

Washington DC 20002

(703) 395-0101 mibrahim@alliancedevelopmentco.com

✔

✔
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NATURE OF PROPOSED WORK: Please check all that apply

   NEW CONSTRUCTION 
    EXTERIOR ALTERATION: Please check all that apply.

  awning  fence, gate or garden wall  HVAC equipment shutters  
 doors   windows      siding                         shed 
 lighting                  pergola/trellis          painting unpainted masonry 

  other   ____                    _________________ 
    ADDITION 

DEMOLITION/ENCAPSULATION 
    SIGNAGE 

 
DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED WORK: Please describe the proposed work in detail (Additional pages may 
be attached). 

                                                                      
                                                                      
                                                                      
                                                                      
                                                                      
                                                                      
                                                                      
                                                                      
                                                                       
 
SUBMITTAL REQUIREMENTS:
 
Items listed below comprise the minimum supporting materials for BAR applications.  Staff may 
request additional information during application review.  Please refer to the relevant section of the 
Design Guidelines for further information on appropriate treatments. 
 
Applicants must use the checklist below to ensure the application is complete.  Include all information and 
material that are necessary to thoroughly describe the project.  Incomplete applications will delay the 
docketing of the application for review.  Pre-application meetings are required for all proposed additions.  
All applicants are encouraged to meet with staff prior to submission of a completed application. 
 
Electronic copies of submission materials should be submitted whenever possible.   

Demolition/Encapsulation : All applicants requesting 25 square feet or more of demolition/encapsulation 
must complete this section. Check N/A if an item in this section does not apply to your project. 
 
       N/A 

 Survey plat showing the extent of the proposed demolition/encapsulation. 
Existing elevation drawings clearly showing all elements proposed for demolition/encapsulation. 
Clear and labeled photographs of all elevations of the building if the entire structure is proposed 
to be demolished. 

 Description of the reason for demolition/encapsulation. 
Description of the alternatives to demolition/encapsulation and why such alternatives are not 
considered feasible. 

 

BAR Case # ________

✔

Revisions to previously approved plans specific to the following

1. Privacy wood fence with brick piers along Wilkes St.(See Attached)
2. Exterior Architectural detailing and embellishment (See Attached)
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Additions�& New Construction: Drawings must be to scale and should not exceed 11" x 17" unless 
approved by staff.  All plans must be folded and collated into 12 complete 8 1/2” x 11” sets.  Additional copies may be 
requested by staff for large-scale development projects or projects fronting Washington Street.  Check N/A if an item 
in this section does not apply to your project.�
�
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Signs & Awnings: One sign per building under one square foot does not require BAR approval unless 
illuminated.  All other signs including window signs require BAR approval.  Check N/A if an item in this section does 
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✔
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✔

Mike Ibrahim

08/14/2015
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Wilkes Residences, LLC 50Rhode Island Ave., NE, Washington, DC 20002 100%

Wilkes Residences, LLC 50 Rhode Island Ave., NE Washington, DC 20002 100%

Wilkes Residences, LLC None None

Mike Ibrahim08/19/15
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	Although the BAR’s Design Guidelines provide recommendations on historic colors for different architectural styles, by practice the Board has only reviewed the color of permanent materials such as masonry and has chosen not to review paint color for n...
	Staff has no objection to the other proposed alterations, as they generally enhance the design and comply with the Design Guidelines and BAR policies.  The applicant has refined the cornice line so that it connects across all six units while still eff...
	At the 2014 hearing, the Board discussed designs for the proposed fence along Wilkes Street, and while the Board understood the need for a six foot tall fence for privacy reasons, they also felt that it should not negatively affect the pedestrian expe...
	Staff recommends approval of the alterations to previously approved plans, with the above condition related to the front entrances of the end units.



