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Special Use Permit #2015-0028 
Encroachment #2015-0003 
2312 Mount Vernon Avenue – Pork Barrel BBQ, Sushi Bar 
and Holy Cow 
_________________________________________________ 
 

 

 

 
PLANNING COMMISSION ACTION, JUNE 2, 2015: At the applicant’s request.  This item 
was postponed to the hearing of September 1, 2015.  The applicant had requested postponement 
in order to address a leasing issue with its parking lot. 
 
PLANNING COMMISSION ACTION, SEPTEMBER 1, 2015: On a motion by 
Commissioner Wasowski, seconded by Commissioner Macek, the Planning Commission voted 
to recommend approval of Special Use Permit #2015-0028 and Encroachment #2015-0003 with 
parking reduction subject to compliance with all applicable codes, ordinances, and other staff 
recommendations. The motion carried on a vote of 7 to 0. 
 
Reason: The Planning Commission agreed with the staff analysis. Commissioner Wasowski 
added that this use’s parking arrangement is a good example of the use of shared parking to 
make efficient use of limited parking resources.  Commissioner Macek raised the question of 
whether permit parking would be logical strategy for the neighborhood.  Staff responded that this 

Application General Data 
Public hearing and consideration of: 
A) a request to amend existing 
Special Use Permit #2010-0011 to 
increase seating, add live 
entertainment, and for a parking 
reduction; and B) a request for an 
Encroachment into the public right-
of-way 

Planning Commission 
Hearing: 

 
September 1, 2015 

City Council  
Hearing: 

 
September 12, 2015 

Address:  
2312 Mount Vernon Avenue (Parcel 
Addresses: 2318 Mount Vernon 
Avenue and 111 East Oxford 
Avenue) 

Zone: 
 

CL/Commercial Low, Mount 
Vernon Avenue Urban Overlay, 
and R-2-5 / Single and Two-
Family Residential zone 

Applicant:  
Hog Thaid LLC t/a Pork Barrel 
BBQ 

Small Area Plan: Potomac West 

Staff Recommendation: APPROVAL subject to compliance with all applicable codes and 
ordinances and the recommended permit conditions found in Section III of this report. 
Staff Reviewers: Nathan Randall, nathan.randall@alexandriava.gov & Alex Dambach, AICP, 
alex.dambach@alexandriava.gov 
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would be investigated.  
 
Speakers: 
Bill Blackburn, applicant, spoke in favor of the application. 
 
Pat Miller, a long term Del Ray resident, spoke in favor of the application.  She said she is proud 
of the business growth in the area and explained how this business is very good about finding 
solutions to community issues whenever they may arise.  She also referenced how this use is a 
major improvement over the former use of the site as a gas station.  She shared her understanding 
of neighborhood concerns, but stated that they could be resolved collaboratively. 
 
Robyn Link, a Del Ray resident, spoke in opposition.  She stated she is opposed to the granting 
of more parking reductions in Del Ray.  She expressed concern that the neighborhood has 
reached a tipping point in terms of its capacity for business activity. 
 
Gail Roiter, 110 E. Del Ray Avenue, spoke in favor of the application.  She said she lived 
adjacent to the parking area, and she does not have a noise problem.  She said people near St. 
Elmo’s also have no noise problems.  She also said most people walk to this restaurant, and there 
are bike racks in place, and no more are needed, as was suggested by the Del Ray Land Use 
Committee.  She also said there are many more surrounding residents who support this use. 
 
Paul Click, 109 E. Oxford Avenue, spoke in opposition.  She said the neighborhood is at a 
tipping point, and businesses get the positive impacts, while residents get the negative impacts.  
He opposed the parking reduction, saying it exacerbates an issue, and there will be unknown 
impacts from the live entertainment. 
 
                       
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



























































































































DEL RAY CITIZENS ASSOCIATION 
 
WWW.delraycitizens.org    P.O. Box 2233, Alexandria, VA 22301 
 
August 13, 2015 
 
Planning Commission Members and Karl W. Moritz, Director,  
Department of Planning and Zoning 
City of Alexandria 
City Hall, Room 2100 
Alexandria, VA 22314 
 

RE: Hog Thaid dba Pork Barrel, Sushi Bar, and Holy Cow, Special Use Permit (SUP) 
Number 2015-0028 and Encroachment Application Number 2015-0003 

 
On August 11, 2015. the Del Ray Citizens’ Association (DRCA) Land Use Committee 
(LUC) reviewed SUP #2015-0028, which proposes to enhance the restaurant’s 
operations by adding additional outdoor dining, allowing for live music, and reducing 
the parking requirement.  The LUC also reviewed Encroachment Application #2015-
0003 for the same establishment that would allow the outdoor dining area to encroach 
upon the public sidewalk by up to 18 inches.  The LUC had reviewed both applications 
previously on May 12, 2015 but the case was deferred by one of the owners at that 
month’s Planning Commission meeting.  
 
The business owner held a meeting with neighbors and adjacent business owners on 
May 27, 2015.  The tenants of the SUP and the encroachment request were discussed 
among those present and no significant issues were raised. The largest concern was 
that music not be audible beyond the business’s boundary line. Our letter dated May 
31, 2015 summarized our position on the applications.  
 
Because of the case being deferred, the applications were again discussed during 
another open public meeting August 11, 2015.  The business owner presented a more 
accurate rendering of his outdoor dining areas along Mount Vernon Avenue in relation 
to the public sidewalk, and summarized the results of his public meeting in May.  The 
meeting attendees did not raise any significant concerns about the SUP; in fact many 
were in support.  Only two individuals expressed concern about the request for live 
music and the possible noise issues that could be created. 
 
The LUC members present at the August 11th meeting formally voted on the business 
owner’s two application requests.   
 
SUP# 2015-0028 
The DRCA LUC voted to support the SUP request, with two conditions: (1) that the 
applicant follows the City’s sound ordinances and codes and that no sound carries 
beyond the property line; and (2) that additional bicycle parking be provided either 
along East Oxford or in the area behind the restaurant.  

http://www.delraycitizens.org/
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DRCA Land Use Committee 
SUP Request #2015-0028; Encroachment #2015-0003 

2 

 
 
Encroachment # 2015-0003 
 
The DRCA-LUC voted to oppose the application for encroachment of the outdoor 
dining area onto the public sidewalk right of way.  In general, it was noted that despite 
a request months ago to explain why this right of way is actually necessary to 
accommodate the requested seating, the owners had no such explanation.  It appears 
to the LUC, however, that the applicant could easily accommodate the additional 
seating requested while staying within the existing boundary.  While this might require 
smaller planters and potentially smaller tables at Pork Barrel BBQ, the owners 
acknowledged that the existing planters are almost due a replacement and that 
something narrower could be used.  The LUC also notes that Pork Barrel was allotted 
four-person tables and the current picnic benches are sized for 6 or more; smaller tables 
would therefore not impinge upon the seating granted to or requested by the owners. 
 
It is the LUC’s goal to maintain the pedestrian space along Mount Vernon Ave, 
especially given the dramatic increase in stroller usage. While outdoor dining greatly 
enhances the experience along the Avenue, adequate space must be maintained for 
people who use the sidewalks.  This stretch of Mt. Vernon is particularly crowded, 
especially on evenings and weekends.  Additionally, although other venues along Mt. 
Vernon Avenue have been granted encroachments, we do not think they should 
automatically be handed out without demonstrated need. 
 
The LUC presented these recommendations to the DRCA Executive Board on August 12.  
The Board voted to support the LUC’s recommendations.  Due to the timing of this item 
on the Planning Commission docket, a full vote by membership was not possible. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Danielle C. Fidler, Co-Chair      
Kristine A. Hesse, Co-Chair  
Del Ray Citizens Association - Land Use Committee 
 
Cc: Alex Dambach, Staff Reviewer  
       Bill Blackburn, Applicant 
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From: hautsl@yahoo.com
To: Kendra Jacobs; Damaso Rodriguez; Cicely Woodrow; Kristen Walentisch
Subject: Call.Click.Connect. #79908: Planning Commission Inquiries, Dockets Dear Planning Commission Members,I o
Date: Wednesday, August 26, 2015 9:11:03 PM

Dear Call.Click.Connect. User

A request was just created using Call.Click.Connect. The request ID is 79908.

Request Details:

Name: Sarah Haut
Approximate Address: No Address Specified
Phone Number: No Phone
Email: hautsl@yahoo.com
Service Type: Planning Commission Inquiries, Dockets
Request Description: Dear Planning Commission Members, 

I oppose the encroachment request for 2312 Mount Vernon Avenue (Encroachment #2015-
0003). This request is related to SUP application #2015-0028. The staff report indicates that if
the encroachment request is approved, the applicant would be encroaching up to 12 inches into
the right of way. As a walker, runner, and patron of many businesses on the avenue, I would
like to keep the sidewalks as wide as possible. My specific reasons for opposing this are
addressed below. 

Pork Barrel Barbecue currently has picnic tables that measure just under 72 inches long in its
outdoor seating area. There are also several large planters that serve as the barrier for the
outdoor seating. The long tables and large planters cause the outdoor seating to encroach into
the right of way. The applicant has stated that the encroachment in the right of way is
necessary to accommodate the seating. However, I have researched picnic tables and
rectangular tables that accommodate up to 4 adults. There are many rectangular tables and
picnic tables that are 48 inches long that can accommodate 4 diners. If the applicant were to
use smaller planters or a simple fence-like barrier and shorter tables, he could easily stay within
the property lines and have the same number of outdoor dining seats. Why is an encroachment
necessary when the applicant can easily stay within the property line with smaller tables and
narrower barriers? 

The application also requests a parking reduction. If the City is going to approve parking
reductions, it needs to encourage pedestrians by maximizing the sidewalk width. This will help
make strolling Mount Vernon Avenue a pleasant experience instead of it feeling like an obstacle
course. 
I also do not support the staff-recommended condition #33 that a minimum 5 foot sidewalk
clearance be provided at all times (see page 8 of the staff report). This allows the applicant to
expand outdoor seating even further into the right of way in areas where the sidewalk is
currently wider than 5 feet. Why is an encroachment necessary when the applicant can easily
stay within the property line with smaller tables and narrower barriers? 

I support the applicant’s request for live music so long as it is not audible beyond the property
line. I also support the additional outdoor dining and parking reduction. However, I respectfully
request that you do not approve the encroachment request. 

Thank you, Sarah Haut 
228 E. Nelson Ave 
Expected Response Date: Wednesday, September 2

mailto:hautsl@yahoo.com
mailto:Kendra.Jacobs@alexandriava.gov
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From: Ann Horowitz
To: Kendra Jacobs; Kristen Walentisch
Subject: FW: [BeverleyHillsNeighborhood] Fw: Del Ray Restaurants Seek to Expand Seating, Add Live Music - for planning commission
Date: Tuesday, August 25, 2015 11:29:28 AM

 
 

From: cbw [mailto:cbwoodrow@comcast.net] 
Sent: Sunday, August 23, 2015 8:07 PM
To: Alex Dambach; Karl Moritz; Ann Horowitz
Subject: Fwd: [BeverleyHillsNeighborhood] Fw: Del Ray Restaurants Seek to Expand Seating, Add Live Music
 
FYI...

Begin forwarded message:
 
From: "Hawkeye hawk-eye@earthlink.net [BeverleyHills]" <BeverleyHills-
noreply@yahoogroups.com>
Subject: [BeverleyHillsNeighborhood] Fw: Del Ray Restaurants Seek to Expand Seating,
Add Live Music
Date: August 23, 2015 at 5:57:46 PM EDT
To: BeverleyHills Listserve <BeverleyHills@yahoogroups.com>
Reply-To: Hawkeye <hawk-eye@earthlink.net>
 
 

For those of you that stroll the sidewalks of Del Ray, you may want to weigh in on this SUP app which hopes to
gain approval for additional sidewalk encroachment in front of three restaurants on Mt Vernon Avenue at Oxford. I
don't recall if there were sidewalk trees in that block or not but with north and south pedestrian traffic generally
accompanied by children in strollers and then the pets, this doesn't sound like a good idea.  Moreover, should this
get approved, we could expect that the rest of the restaurantaurs on Mt Vernon Ave would seek the same.  The
City has allowed this in Old Town and it's made a mess of lower King st with the volume of tourists they try to
pump through there.  For some who has access to other area listservers, please forward befor we all have to walk
up and down the Del Ray corridor on Mt Vernon Ave dodging the traffic !
 
Thanks,
-----Forwarded Message----- 
From: Del Ray Patch 
Sent: Aug 23, 2015 5:37 AM 
To: hawk-eye@earthlink.net 
Subject: Del Ray Restaurants Seek to Expand Seating, Add Live Music 

The  owners  of  Pork  Barrel BBQ,  Sushi Bar and Holy Cow would like to  add extra outdoor  seating  and live music.  | The  best  of  Del Ray  Patch right  to  your  inbox.

takeover spacer balance --> 
--
> 

If you are unable to see this message, click here to view.

Add noreply@patch.com  to your address book to ensure email delivery.

Daily Newsletter
 
Del Ray

-->
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Today's Weather: High 86, Low: 62 - see details here.

1 Del Ray Restaurants Seek to Expand Seating, Add
Live Music

The owners of Pork Barrel BBQ, Sushi Bar and Holy Cow would like to
add extra outdoor seating and live music... More

2 National Zoo's Giant Panda Gives Birth to Two Cubs
Panda mom Mei Xiang gives birth after weeks of speculation, and —
surprise — she gave birth to two cubs, hours apart... More

3 Drowning Victim Identified, Murder Charge for Ex
Cop, Virginia's Top High Schools, 'Godzilla' El Nino:
News Nearby

Some top posts this week in Va. and D.C., including a federal
investigation in prisoner's death. Plus, how to share your local
news... More

4 'WOW' Houses: Panoramic Views, In-Law Suites,
Luxe Renovations

Take a peek at some special properties on the market and recently
featured on our Patch sites in Virginia and DC... More

Advertise on Patch | Terms of Use | Privacy Policy

This email was sent to hawk-eye@earthlink.net by patch.com. We

only collect and hold your email address in order to send you the

information and services you have requested. If you have received this

email in error, or you would like to unsubscribe, Click Here

Patch Media | 134 W 29th Street, New York, NY 10001 | Copyright ©2015 Patch. All  rights reserved.
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City of Alexandria, Virginia 
  

 

MEMORANDUM 
 
DATE:  AUGUST 28, 2015 
 
TO:  CHAIRMAN AND MEMBERS OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION 
    
FROM: POTOMAC YARD DESIGN ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING 

(PYDAC) 
   
SUBJECT: MEETING OF AUGUST 19, 2015 - RECOMMENDATION 
  

 
 
On Wednesday evening, August 19, 2015, The Potomac Yard Design Advisory 
Committee (PYDAC) reviewed the proposal for development of Landbay G, Block A, 
brought forth by the National Industries for the Blind.  After the presentation and 
discussion about the project, the Committee voted 5-0-1 (aye-nay-abstain with 2 absent) 
to recommend approval by the Planning Commission and City Council, with the 
following conditions and comments: 
 

● The applicant’s proposal will be a great addition architecturally to the overall 
Potomac Yard development; however, due to the prominence of the site near the 
future Metro station and the central town green space, the Committee urges the 
applicant to continue to refine the architectural detailing of the brick grid element 
on the south and west facades, to add more variety and visual interest, especially 
as seen from the southwest. 
 

● Because the project is adjacent to the future Metro station entrance, transitway 
route and central town green, the Committee recommends the staff to study if the 
sidewalks can be widened at the corner of S. Glebe Road and Potomac Avenue, to 
ensure adequate space for pedestrian and vehicular traffic flow. 

 
● The Committee notes that the proposed plan would not make full and immediate 

use of the zoned retail and commercial space per the master plan's 
recommendations.  Given the proximity to the future Metro station, the 
Committee emphasizes the importance of future development maximizing these 
allowances, and urges the City to take any appropriate measures to ensure the 
block's development is maximized on the site, as opposed to reallocating it to 
different blocks, to the extent possible. 

 
 

End of Memorandum 
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