
Special Use Permit #2015-0072 
3000 and 3014 Colvin Street – Northern Virginia Auto 
Sales 
______________________________________________ 
 

  

 
PLANNING COMMISSION ACTION, SEPTEMBER 1, 2015: By unanimous consent, the 
Planning Commission recommended approval of the request, subject to compliance with all 
applicable codes, ordinances and staff recommendations.   
 
Reason: The Planning Commission agreed with the staff analysis. 
 
 
       
                    
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Application General Data 
Public hearing and consideration of 
a request to operate an automobile 
sales business. 

Planning Commission 
Hearing: 

September 1, 2015 

City Council  
Hearing: 

September 12, 2015 

Address: 3000 and 3014 Colvin 
Street 
 

Zone:  
 

I/Industrial 

Applicant: Thomas Judd  Small Area Plan: Taylor Run 

Staff Recommendation: APPROVAL subject to compliance with all applicable codes and 
ordinances and the recommended permit conditions found in Section III of this report. 
 
Staff Reviewers: Ann Horowitz, ann.horowitz@alexandriava.gov 
 

mailto:ann.horowitz@alexandriava.gov
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I. DISCUSSION  
 

The applicant, Thomas Judd, requests Special Use Permit approval to operate an automobile 
sales business. The sales office would be located at 3014 Colvin Street and the automobile 
storage area would be located at 3000 Colvin Street.  
  
 SITE DESCRIPTION 
 
The SUP request includes two subject 
parcels that represent two lots of 
record at 3014 Colvin Street and 3000 
Colvin Street. The lot at 3014 Colvin 
Street has 49 feet of frontage on 
Colvin Street and is 87 feet in depth 
with an approximate total lot area of 
4,250 square feet. The lot at 3000 
Colvin Street has 91 feet of frontage 
on Colvin Street, 85 feet of frontage 
on Roth Street, and a total lot area of  
approximately 8,931 square feet.  
 
The subject property at 3014 Colvin 
Street includes a one-story 
commercial building and a 16-space 
parking lot. A three story office 
building is located across the street to 
the north, the Alexandria Police 
Association occupies a lot to the east, 
and a garbage collection business 
operates to the west.  
 
The parcel at 3000 Colvin Street is an 
unimproved, 19-space surface parking 
lot. A pet grooming establishment is 
located to the north, the Alexandria Police Association is located to the west, and a parking lot 
for the tenants of an adjacent commercial building is sited across the street to the east. The 
DASH bus facility is located to the south of the two subject parcels.  
 
 BACKGROUND   
 
Alexandria Yellow Cab has operated at 3014 Colvin Street since 2005. Previously, a restaurant 
and several office uses associated with automobile establishments have occupied the site since 
the late 1960s. Code violations for trash and debris on the property, a fence in disrepair, and for 
tall grass and weeds were reported in 2012 and were immediately remedied.  

3000  Colvin Street 

3014 Colvin Street 
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Diamond Transportation Services stores up to four shuttle vehicles at the 3000 Colvin Street 
parking lot. The property owner also permits the impromptu parking of vehicles, related to 
adjacent businesses, at 3000 Colvin Street. In 2009, Code inspections revealed trash, debris, and 
tall grass on the lot. The conditions were abated. Two tickets were issued in 2010 for a blocked 
fire hydrant and the violation was remedied. A 2014 Fire inspection revealed a hydrant obscured 
by tall grass and weeds and the situation was immediately resolved. On July 22, 2015, a Code 
inspection issued a ticket for overgrown grass on July 22, 2015. The property conditions were 
improved by August 8, 2015.  
          

PROPOSAL 
 

The applicant proposes to operate an automobile sales establishment that specializes in the sale 
of taxi cabs. Taxi drivers would request vehicles from the applicant and he would purchase 
automobiles at auctions and have the vehicles painted, cleaned, and wrapped in taxi cab company 
motifs off-site. The refurbished vehicles would be sold at the subject sites. Employees would 
individually transfer the vehicles to the 3000 Colvin Street parking lot for display and customer 
inspection. Up to ten vehicles would be stored at this site. The applicant would base his sales 
office in a 456-square foot site on the basement level of the Alexandria Yellow Cab building at 
3014 Colvin Street. The hours of operation would be between 9 a.m. to 7 p.m., Monday through 
Saturday. Two employees would operate the business and accommodate up to ten customers a 
week.  

 
PARKING 

 
Section 8-200(A)(20)(a) of the Zoning Ordinance requires that offices in industrial buildings at 
this location provide 1.1 spaces for every 400 square feet. With 456 square feet of office space at 
3014 Colvin Street, two parking spaces must be provided for the automobile sales office. The 
applicant exceeds his parking requirement by providing three parking spaces for employees and 
customers at 3000 Colvin Street in addition to the ten spaces assigned for the automobile sales 
inventory. 
 
Section 8-200(C)(3) requires that the distance from an off-street parking lot to the commercial or 
industrial use that it serves shall not exceed 500 feet as long as the parking area is zoned 
commercial or industrial. The automobile storage area at 3000 Colvin Street is approximately 77 
feet away from the 3014 Colvin Street office and satisfies the Zoning Ordinance requirement. 

 
ZONING/MASTER PLAN DESIGNATION 
 

The subject properties at 3014 and 3000 Colvin Street are located in the I/Industrial zone. 
Pursuant to Section 4-1203(B) of the Zoning Ordinance, Automobile sales establishments are 
allowed only with a Special Use Permit in the I/Industrial zone. 
 
The proposed use is consistent with the Taylor Run chapter of the Alexandria Master Plan, which 
designates the property for commercial and industrial uses. 
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II. STAFF ANALYSIS 
 
Staff supports the applicant’s proposal to operate an automobile establishment at 3000 and 3014 
Colvin Street. Neighborhood impacts are not expected since the proposed business is relatively 
small with a maximum of ten vehicles for sale and approximately ten customers a week, 
primarily scheduled by appointment. Further, the business would operate in an area set apart 
from residential uses. The location of the applicant’s requested taxi cab sales operation in close 
proximity to the existing taxi cab company would be potentially beneficial for both businesses.  
 
Although the 3000 Colvin Street property has a history of unsatisfactory maintenance, staff 
believes that several of the recommended conditions would improve the appearance of the 
parking lot and ensure property upkeep. The parking lot must be repaired and striped; 
maintained; and kept free of tall grass and weeds according to Condition 5. Additionally, 
vehicles in good repair may only be stored at 3000 Colvin Street in Condition 6 and the applicant 
must remove litter at least three times a day in Condition 13.  
 
Additional conditions have been included that are standard for automobile sales operations. On-
site automobile repair is restricted in Condition 7. Likewise, parking or storing of vehicles in the 
public right-of way  and vehicle washing on the property is not permitted as stated in Conditions 
3 and 8, respectively.   
 
Two conditions reference employee parking and transportation. Employees are required to park 
at an off-street location as stated in Condition 11.  Additionally, the applicant must encourage 
employee use of public transportation and contact the City’s Transportation Planning Division 
for information on employee transportation benefits programs, required in Condition 12. 
 
Subject to the conditions contained in this report, staff recommends approval of the applicant’s 
request. 
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III. RECOMMENDED CONDITIONS 
 

Staff recommends approval subject to compliance with all applicable codes and ordinances and 
the following conditions: 
 
1.  This special use permit shall be granted to the applicant only or to a corporation in which 
 the applicant has a controlling interest. (P&Z) 
 
2.  The hours of operation shall be limited to between 9 a.m. and 7 p.m., Monday through 
 Saturday. (P&Z) 
 
3.  No vehicles shall be parked or stored in any portion of the public right-of-way. (P&Z) 
  
4.  At least three spaces for customer and employee parking and up to ten parking spaces 
 for the vehicle inventory at 3000 Colvin Street shall be designated for the applicant’s 
 business. (P&Z) 
 
5.  The parking lot at 3000 Colvin Street shall be repaired and striped, maintained in good 
 condition, and kept free of weeds and tall grass. (P&Z) 
 
6.  No junked, abandoned, or stripped vehicles shall be displayed, parked, or stored outside. 
 (P&Z) 
 
7. Repair work (to include minor car body and paint repairs) is not permitted  at 3000 and 
 3014 Colvin Street. (P&Z)  
 
8. Car washing is not permitted at 3000 and 3014 Colvin Street. (T&ES)  
 
9. Supply deliveries, loading, and unloading activities shall not occur between the hours of 
 11:00pm and 7:00am. (T&ES) 

 
10. All loudspeakers shall be prohibited from the exterior of the building, and no amplified 
 sounds shall be audible at the property line. (T&ES) 

 
11. The applicant shall require its employees who drive to use off-street parking.  (T&ES) 

 
12. The applicant shall encourage its employees to use public transportation to travel to and 
 from work. Within 60 days of SUP approval, the business shall contact the 
 Transportation Planning Division at 703-746-4686 for information on establishing an 
 employee transportation benefits program. (T&ES) 
 
13. Litter on the site and on public rights-of-way and spaces adjacent to or within 75 feet of 
 the premises shall be picked up at least twice a day and at the close of business, and more 
 often if necessary, to prevent an unsightly or unsanitary accumulation, on each day that 
 the business is open to the public. (T&ES) 
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14.  The Director of Planning and Zoning shall review the special use permit one year after 
 approval and shall docket the matter for consideration by the Planning Commission and 
 City Council if: (a) there have been documented violations of the permit conditions 
 which were not corrected immediately, constitute repeat violations or which create a 
 direct and immediate adverse zoning impact on the surrounding community; (b) the 
 director has received a request from any person to docket the permit for review as the 
 result of a complaint that rises to the level of a violation of the permit conditions, or (c) 
 the director has determined that there are problems with the operation of the use and that 
 new or revised conditions are needed. (P&Z) 
 
 
STAFF: Alex Dambach, Land Use Regulatory Services Division Chief,  
  Planning and Zoning; 
 Ann Horowitz, Urban Planner 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Staff Note: In accordance with section 11-506(c) of the zoning ordinance, construction or 
operation shall be commenced and diligently and substantially pursued within 18 months of the 
date of granting of a special use permit by City Council or the special use permit shall become 
void.  
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IV.  CITY DEPARTMENT COMMENTS 
 
Legend:     C - code requirement    R - recommendation    S - suggestion    F - finding 
 
Transportation & Environmental Services: 
 
R-1 Car washing is not permitted at 3000 and 3014 Colvin Street. (T&ES)  
 
R-2 Supply deliveries, loading, and unloading activities shall not occur between the hours of 
 11:00pm and 7:00am. (T&ES) 
 
R-3 All loudspeakers shall be prohibited from the exterior of the building, and no amplified 
 sounds shall be audible at the property line. (T&ES) 
 
R-4 The applicant shall require its employees who drive to use off-street parking.  (T&ES) 
 
R-5 The applicant shall encourage its employees to use public transportation to travel to and 
 from work. Within 60 days of SUP approval, the business shall contact the 
 Transportation Planning Division at 703-746-4686 for information on establishing an 
 employee transportation benefits program. (T&ES) 
 
R-6 Litter on the site and on public rights-of-way and spaces adjacent to or within 75 feet of 
 the premises shall be picked up at least twice a day and at the close of business, and more 
 often if necessary, to prevent an unsightly or unsanitary accumulation, on each day that 
 the business is open to the public. (T&ES) 
 
C-1 The applicant shall comply with the City of Alexandria's Solid Waste Control, Title 5, 
 Chapter 1, which sets forth the requirements for the recycling of materials (Sec. 5-1-99).  
 In order to comply with this code requirement, the applicant shall provide a completed 
 Recycling Implementation Plan (RIP) Form within 60 days of City Council approval.  
 Contact the City’s Recycling Program Coordinator at (703) 746-4410, or via e-mail at 
 commercialrecycling@alexandriava.gov, for information about completing this form.  
 (T&ES)   
 
C-2 The applicant shall comply with the City of Alexandria's Noise Control Code, Title 11, 
 Chapter 5, which sets the maximum permissible noise level as measured at the property 
 line. (T&ES) 
 
Code Enforcement: 
 
F-1 The following comments are for special use permit. Once the applicant has filed for a 

building permit and additional information has been provided, code requirements will be 
based upon the building permit plans and the additional information submitted.   If there 
are any questions, the applicant may contact Charles Cooper, Plan Review Division at 
Charles.cooper@alexandriava.gov or 703-746-4197.  
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C-1 A certificate of occupancy permit and inspections are required for this project. If it has 
been determined that additional renovations will be required to accommodate auto sales 
use, further review is required. Five sets of construction documents that fully detail the 
construction as well as layout and schematics of the mechanical, electrical, and plumbing 
systems shall accompany the permit application(s). 

 
C-2 New construction must comply with the current edition of the Uniform Statewide 

Building Code (USBC). 
 
Fire: 
 
C-1  If the only activity is selling cars, no comments or concerns. However, if any vehicle 
 maintenance is preformed, then a fire prevention permit may be required.       
 
Health: 
No comments received 
 
 
Parks and Recreation: 
No comments received 
 
 
Police Department: 
No comments received 
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