The Transmission Line Approval Process

Virginia’s State Corporation Commission (SCC) has regulatory authority over all electric utilities and requires that all fransmission facilities at or above 138 kW be cerlified by the SCC.

The SCC determines the need for a proposed line and the route. Among other elements considered, the SCC must determine that the selected route reasonably minimizes the
impact on scenic assets, historic districts, and the environment.

Dominion Project Initiation

Application to SCC
+

Development of Route
Study Area

plication available for review on
the SCC website
WWOW.SCC Vinginia.gov
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Begin Environmental
Agency Review

Community Outreach
- Loecal/County officials
- Mail: property owner notification
- Mewspaper: advertisements
- Website: project details available

- Local Open House informational
meetings

Department of
Environmental Quality (DEQ)
Review & Report

- DEQ coordinates multipde
agency review”

Public Comments

- Comments can be submitted to the
SCC electronically or in writing.
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- Respondents may participate in the
case by filing a notice of
participation with the Commissicn
Clerk
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SCC lssues Order
- 5CC Review Schedule is set

Respondent Testimony

- Case participants may submit
testimany responding to Dominion’s
apphication

Formal Evidentiary Hearing
- The SCC may conduct a formal
ewidentiary hearing in Richmond
- Testimony is submitted and subject
o eross examination by Dominion,
participants, and SCC Staff

- A Hesarng Examiner usually acts as
judge for these procesdings
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Refine Routes/Study Area;
Finalize Impact Analysis

Public Motice
Domimion s responsible for notifying
kocal govemment officials, affected
landowners and the public about the
project

SCC Staff Report Issued

Hearing Examiner Report

- After hearing the case at formal
ewidentiary hearing and reviewing all
testimony, the Hearing Examiner
issues recommendations to the
Camrmission
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Submit Application to SCC

Discovery Begins
- Enwironmental rewiew begins
- SCC Staff begins review

- 3CC may have outside
consultants review the case

Dominion Response

- Deminion may submit rebuttal
testimony responding to Staf®
Report, DEQ Report and
Respondent testimaony

Comments

- Dominscn, participants, and SCC
Staff miay respond to the Hearing
Examiner's Report
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Pubilic Hearing

The SCC may conduct public
hearings in difierent areas that may
be affected by the project

SCC Issues Final Order

i approwed, the Commissicn will issue
a Certificate of Public Convenience
and Mecessity authorizing Dominion to
construct the needed facilities

Average SCC Process: One year ro 2+ ysars

e "DEG coorminated agency review Inguges: VWinginia Manne Fesourcas Commission, Deparment of Conservalion & Racreation, Department of Game & Iniand Fisherles, Depariment of HISion: Resoucas and Jthers.
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