
Docket Item # 12 
BAR CASE # 2014-0069 

         
BAR Meeting 

        April 2, 2014 
 
 
 
 
ISSUE:  Permit to Demolish  
 
APPLICANT: 417 N LLC by Ray Lewis 
 
LOCATION:  419 North Lee Street 
 
ZONE:  CD/Commercial 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
Staff recommends approval of the Permit to Demolish, as submitted. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
**EXPIRATION OF APPROVALS: In accordance with Sections 10-106(B) and 10-206(B) of the Zoning 
Ordinance, any official Board of Architectural Review approval will expire 12 months from the date of issuance if 
the work is not commenced and diligently and substantially pursued by the end of that 12-month period. 
 
**BUILDING PERMIT: Most projects approved by the Board of Architectural Review require the issuance of one 
or more construction permits by Building and Fire Code Administration (including signs).  The applicant is 
responsible for obtaining all necessary construction permits after receiving Board of Architectural Review approval.  
Contact Code Administration, Room 4200, City Hall, 703-838-4360 for further information.  
 
**APPEAL OF DECISION: In accordance with the Zoning Ordinance, if the Board of Architectural Review denies 
or approves an application in whole or in part, the applicant or opponent may appeal the Board’s decision to City 
Council on or before 14 days after the decision of the Board. 
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I.  ISSUE 
The applicant is requesting approval of a Permit to Demolish for the installation of a rooftop 
mechanical room associated the handicapped accessible elevator to be constructed within the 
building at 419 North Lee Street.  The total area of demolition is approximately 63 square feet of 
flat roof area.  The future mechanical room will not be visible from a public way. 
 
II.  HISTORY 
According to the City’s real estate records, the brick building at 419 North Lee Street is part of a 
larger condominium office complex, Lee Street Square, constructed in 1980.   
 
Buildings in this complex date from an earlier period, most likely from the site’s association with 
the City’s gas works.  Alexandria Gas Company was located on this site beginning in 1851, and 
historic map research shows a warehouse in this location.  
 
III.  ANALYSIS 
 
Permit to Demolish 
In considering a Permit to Demolish, the Board must consider the following criteria set forth in 
the Zoning Ordinance, §10-105(B): 
 
(1) Is the building or structure of such architectural or historical interest that its moving, 

removing, capsulating or razing would be to the detriment of the public interest? 
(2)  Is the building or structure of such interest that it could be made into a historic house? 
(3) Is the building or structure of such old and unusual or uncommon design, texture and material 

that it could not be reproduced or be reproduced only with great difficulty? 
(4) Would retention of the building or structure help preserve the memorial character of the 

George Washington Memorial Parkway? 
(5) Would retention of the building or structure help preserve and protect an historic place or 

area of historic interest in the city? 
(6) Would retention of the building or structure promote the general welfare by maintaining and 

increasing real estate values, generating business, creating new positions, attracting tourists, 
students, writers, historians, artists and artisans, attracting new residents, encouraging study 
and interest in American history, stimulating interest and study in architecture and design, 
educating citizens in American culture and heritage, and making the city a more attractive 
and desirable place in which to live? 

 
In the opinion of Staff, none of the criteria for demolition are met and the Permit to Demolish 
should be granted.  The area proposed for demolition is minimal, and is located on the flat roof 
slope which is surrounded by the building’s false mansard roof, thus will not be visible from the 
public right-of way.  Furthermore, although a portion of the buildings in the complex may date 
from the 19th century, the subject building was constructed as part of the late 20th century re-
development.  No character defining features of uncommon design or historic merit will be 
impacted, nor do the small areas of demolition compromise the integrity of this building as a 
whole.    Staff supports the elevator shaft installation, as submitted. 
 
STAFF 
Michele Oaks, Historic Preservation Planner, Planning & Zoning 
Al Cox, FAIA, Historic Preservation Manager, Planning & Zoning 
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IV. CITY DEPARTMENT COMMENTS  
Legend: C - code requirement R - recommendation S - suggestion F- finding 
 
Zoning Comments: 
C-1 The section that shows the height of the proposed elevator shaft is not legible. Proposed 
height of the elevator shaft cannot exceed 15’ above the roof line. Please revise and resubmit. 
 
Code Administration 
 
No comments received.  
 
Transportation and Environmental Services 
No comments received. 
 
Alexandria Archaeology 
 
This project will not cause ground disturbance.  No archaeological action is required. 
 
V. ATTACHMENTS 
1 – Supporting Materials 
2 – Application for BAR2014-0069 at 419 N Lee Street 
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