
        Docket Items # 4 & #5 

BAR CASE # 2014-0061 &  

   2014-0062  

         

        BAR Meeting 

        April 2, 2014 

 

 

ISSUE:  Permit to Capsulate/Demolish and alterations, and Waiver of 

Fence Height 

 

APPLICANT: John and Courtney Elwood by Patrick Camus 

 

LOCATION:  513 Duke Street 

 

ZONE:  RM/Residential  

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Staff recommends approval of the application with the following conditions: 

 

1. That the front basement windows be wood, with true-divided-lights in accordance 

with the Board’s Window Policy; and  

 

2. That the muntins on the proposed replacement windows have a 5/8 inch putty 

profile, rather than the proposed 7/8 inch beaded profile, to be more historically 

appropriate.   

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
**EXPIRATION OF APPROVALS NOTE: In accordance with Sections 10-106(B) and 10-206(B) of the 

Zoning Ordinance, any official Board of Architectural Review approval will expire 12 months from the 

date of issuance if the work is not commenced and diligently and substantially pursued by the end of that 

12-month period. 

 

**BUILDING PERMIT NOTE: Most projects approved by the Board of Architectural Review require the 

issuance of one or more construction permits by Building and Fire Code Administration (including signs).  

The applicant is responsible for obtaining all necessary construction permits after receiving Board of 

Architectural Review approval.  Contact Code Administration, Room 4200, City Hall, 703-838-4360 for 

further information.  

 
**APPEAL OF DECISION: In accordance with the Zoning Ordinance, if the Board of Architectural 

Review denies or approves an application in whole or in part, the applicant or opponent may appeal the 

Board’s decision to City Council on or before 14 days after the decision of the Board. 
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*Note: The two reports for 513 Duke Street BAR #2014-0061 (Permit to 

Demolish/Capsulate) and BAR #2014-0062 (Certificate of Appropriateness) have been 

combined for clarity and brevity.  This item requires a roll call vote. 

  

I.  ISSUE 
The applicant is requesting approval of a Permit to Demolish/Capsulate and a Certificate 

of Appropriateness in order to make a number of alterations to the house at 513 Duke 

Street. The following work is proposed: 

 

Front (south) elevation: 

Replace the two existing basement windows with three-light, aluminum-clad windows 

with 7/8 inch beaded profile muntins.   

 

East elevation: 

On the east side of the house the applicant proposes a new covered entrance.  The wood 

door will have six lights over a single panel and the shed roof of the overhang will be 

clad with standing seam copper to match the adjacent one-story addition.  A new double-

hung wood window with 7/8 inch muntins will also be added on the east elevation of the 

existing one-story addition.  

 

North elevation: 

The applicant proposes to install two skylights on the roof of the one story rear addition 

and replace the existing doors and windows on the first floor rear elevation.  The first 

floor of the rear elevation is not visible from a public right-of-way.  The applicant also 

proposes to add a 2 foot tall cedar lattice extension to the existing 5.5 foot brick wall at 

the rear property line.  

 

II.  HISTORY 
According to Ethelyn Cox in Historic Alexandria, Street by Street, the house at 513 Duke 

Street, although “enlarged and restyled,” probably dates from 1797 when it was noted in 

a deed. The house was built by Gurdin Chaplin, who served as cashier of the Bank of 

Alexandria from 1800 until his death in 1811.  Although originally two stories in height, 

the frame house is now three stories and three bays wide.  Behind the main block is a two 

story addition with a roof deck (likely constructed between 1921 and 1941, according to 

the Sanborn Fire Insurance maps), as well as a one story addition approved by the BAR 

on June 4, 1992 (BAR Case #1992-2003 & 2004).  On June 17, 2009 the BAR approved 

a Permit to Demolish/Encapsulate and Certificate of Appropriateness for a new third 

floor addition, as well as alterations (BAR Case #2009-0084 & 0085).  The 2009 addition 

was not constructed and in 2010 the applicant obtained approval of a flat roof screened 

porch addition (BAR Case #2010-0060).  

 

III.  ANALYSIS 
Permit to Demolish 

In considering a Permit to Demolish/Capsulate, the Board must consider the following 

criteria set forth in the Zoning Ordinance, §10-105(B): 
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(1) Is the building or structure of such architectural or historical interest that its 

moving, removing, capsulating or razing would be to the detriment of the public 

interest? 

(2) Is the building or structure of such interest that it could be made into a historic 

house? 

(3) Is the building or structure of such old and unusual or uncommon design, texture 

and material that it could not be reproduced or be reproduced only with great 

difficulty? 

(4) Would retention of the building or structure help preserve the memorial character 

of the George Washington Memorial Parkway? 

(5) Would retention of the building or structure help preserve and protect an historic 

place or area of historic interest in the city? 

(6) Would retention of the building or structure promote the general welfare by 

maintaining and increasing real estate values, generating business, creating new 

positions, attracting tourists, students, writers, historians, artists and artisans, 

attracting new residents, encouraging study and interest in American history, 

stimulating interest and study in architecture and design, educating citizens in 

American culture and heritage, and making the city a more attractive and 

desirable place in which to live? 

 

In the opinion of Staff, none of the criteria for demolition or capsulation are met.  While 

Staff recognizes the building’s importance representing early 19
th

-century residential 

housing stock, the amount of proposed demolition is small and located on later additions 

to the historic house which are largely not visible from the public right-of-way.  The 

proposed demolition does not remove any portion of the building containing character 

defining features of uncommon design or historic merit, and the demolition will not 

compromise the integrity of the building as a whole 

 

Certificate of Appropriateness 

Staff has no objection to the new side door or roof overhang, as they will be minimally 

visible, if at all.  Nor is there any concern for the design of the proposed skylights or the 

new windows proposed on the sides and rear.   

 

However, he Board’s Window Policy states: “Singled glazed painted wood sash must be 

used on the street facades of 18
th

 and 19
th

 century buildings with multi-light windows.”  

While clad and composite windows have occasionally been approved by the Board on 

early buildings, they were generally on secondary elevations or when the front façade 

was set back from the sidewalk and screened by landscaping.  In this particular instance, 

Staff does not support the proposed aluminum clad, simulated-divided-light windows on 

the front façade because they are immediately adjacent to the brick public sidewalk and 

highly visible.  Staff, therefore, recommends that the two basement windows be single-

glazed, true-divided-light wood windows.  Furthermore, Staff recommends that the 

beaded muntin profile on all of the proposed replacement windows and doors be replaced 

with a putty profile, as this the historically appropriate muntin profile recommended by 

the Window Policy.  Nevertheless, staff recognizes the difficulty maintaining modern 
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wood windows in this location adjacent to grade and the Board may wish to consider a 

field painted, single glazed fiberglass window in this location, if available. 

 

Section 7-202(B)(3) of the zoning ordinance permits fences which do not exceed 6 feet in 

height in required side and rear yards. However, Section 7-200(C) of the Zoning 

Ordinance permits the BAR to modify or waive the fence requirements if the Board finds 

that a proposed fence will be architecturally appropriate and consistent with the character 

of the district.  Staff finds the proposed two foot fence height increase, which will not be 

visible from the public right-of-way, to be architecturally appropriate.   

 

STAFF: 

Stephanie Sample, Historic Preservation Planner, Planning & Zoning 

Al Cox, FAIA, Historic Preservation Manager 

 

 

IV. CITY DEPARTMENT COMMENTS  

 

Legend: C - code requirement R - recommendation S - suggestion F- finding 

 

Code Administration 

 

F-1 The following comments are for BAR review.  Once the applicant has filed for a 

building permit and additional information has been provided, code requirements 

will be based upon that information and the building permit plans.   If there are 

any questions, the applicant may contact Ken Granata, Plan Review Division 

Chief at ken.granata@alexandriava.gov or 703-746-4193.  

 

 

C-1 Building and trade permits are required for this project. Six sets of construction 

documents sealed by a Registered Design Professional that fully detail the 

construction as well as layout and schematics of the mechanical, electrical, and 

plumbing systems shall accompany the permit application(s) The building official 

shall be notified in writing by the owner if the registered design professional in 

the responsible charge is changed or is unable to continue to perform the duties. 

 

Alexandria Archaeology 

 

No comments received. 

 

Transportation and Environmental Services 

 

No comments received.  

mailto:ken.granata@alexandriava.gov
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