
Docket Item # 1 

BAR CASE # 2014-00058  

  

        BAR Meeting 

        April 2, 2014 

 

 

ISSUE:  Request for a Certificate of Appropriateness 

 

APPLICANT: Marc Jasper by R&B, Inc. 

 

LOCATION:  1114 Prince Street 

 

ZONE:  RM / Townhouse zone 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Staff recommends approval of the rooftop mechanical screening railing as submitted. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
*EXPIRATION OF APPROVALS: In accordance with Sections 10-106(B) and 10-206(B) of the Zoning Ordinance, 

any official Board of Architectural Review approval will expire 12 months from the date of issuance if the work is 

not commenced and diligently and substantially pursued by the end of that 12-month period. 

 

**BUILDING PERMIT: Most projects approved by the Board of Architectural Review require the issuance of one 

or more construction permits by Building and Fire Code Administration (including signs).  The applicant is 

responsible for obtaining all necessary construction permits after receiving Board of Architectural Review approval.  

Contact Code Administration, Room 4200, City Hall, 703-838-4360 for further information. 

 

*** APPEAL OF DECISION: In accordance with the Zoning Ordinance, if the Board of Architectural Review 

denies or approves an application in whole or in part, the applicant or opponent may appeal the Board’s decision to 

City Council on or before 14 days after the decision of the Board. 
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BAR CASE #2014-00058 

  April 2, 2014 

 

 

I.  ISSUE 

The applicant requests approval of a Certificate of Appropriateness for wood screening of an 

existing rooftop HVAC unit.  The unit cannot be located on the ground and must be located on 

the roof in order to comply with the open space requirements of the RM zone.  The proposed 

screening will be one-inch rails in a Chippendale style to match an adjacent rooftop deck railing. 

 

II.  HISTORY 

The subject property was constructed in 1818, according to Historic Alexandria, Street by Street, 

by Ethelyn Cox.  This property was not included in the Old & Historic Alexandria District until 

1965.  Previous BAR approvals for this property include a rear deck approved on 11/4/1970 and 

a Chippendale railing for the deck was approved on 4/21/1971. 

 

Recently, the applicant submitted an application for a mechanical permit to directly replace an 

existing rooftop HVAC unit.  Staff and the applicant were unable to locate an original 

mechanical permit or waiver of rooftop screening for the existing unit but approved its direct 

replacement with the condition that the applicant obtain a Certificate of Appropriateness from 

the BAR for screening.  Screening of rooftop mechanical equipment has been required by section 

6-403 of the zoning ordinance since 1961.  

 

III.  ANALYSIS 
The proposed alterations will comply with zoning ordinance, once the screening is installed.  

 

The applicant has worked with Staff to find the most suitable location for the proposed 

replacement unit.  Ideally, the unit would be located in the rear yard behind an existing fence, 

however, after an analysis by zoning staff, it was determined that the lot would fail to meet open 

space requirements if the unit were located in the rear yard.  

 

The HVAC rooftop unit is located on a two story, low slope ell that is minimally visible from N. 

Henry Street but is clearly visible from the public alley behind the subject property, therefore, 

staff recommends screening in this particular instance.  The screening proposed by the applicant 

is a Chippendale style railing that will match the deck rail on the porch located one story below 

the unit, providing a more cohesive design to the rear elevation.  Staff recommends that the 

screening be painted to match the adjacent railing. 

 

STAFF 

Mary Catherine Collins, Historic Preservation Planner, Planning & Zoning 

Al Cox, FAIA, Historic Preservation Manager, Planning & Zoning 

 

 

IV. CITY DEPARTMENT COMMENTS  

 

Legend: C - code requirement R - recommendation S - suggestion F- finding 

 

Archaeology 

No comments provided. 

 

Code Administration 

No comments provided. 
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Transportation & Environmental Services (T&ES) 

No comments provided. 
 

V. ATTACHMENTS 

1 – Supporting Materials  

2 – Application for BAR2014-00058 at 1114 Prince Street 
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