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April 21, 2025

Alexandria, Virginia

Mayor and Members of the City Council
City of Alexandria

Re: Jones Point Lighthouse
Dear Mayor Gaskins and Members of the Council:

On behalf of the Historic Alexandria Resources Commission (HARC), I am writing to recommend that
you approve the National Park Service (NPS)’s proposal to transfer funds regarding a renovation of the
historic Jones Point Lighthouse.

Completed in 1856, the lighthouse is one of the last “riverine” lighthouses in the country and the only one
still standing in the Chesapeake Bay area. It was replaced in 1926 by an automated light tower, and sadly
became deteriorated before the NPS restored it for the opening of the NPS’s new Jones Point Park in the
early 1960s. Over time the lighthouse suffered more damage, so the NPS restored it again in 2012 when
the Woodrow Wilson Bridge was rebuilt.

Since then, deferred maintenance has resulted in alarming deterioration yet again. By way of background,
HARC had previously sent council a letter dated December 2, 2021, requesting that the city contact the
NPS to try to expedite badly needed repairs. The NPS replied on December 22, 2021, outlining how
budgetary constraints were hindering any efforts to repair the structure, but promised to set up a dedicated
“tiger team” to address the problems.

After more than two years passed with no activity, we wrote council again on October 29, 2024, alerting
you to the dire conditions at the lighthouse. We were excited to learn that the NPS has indicated it would
be willing to transfer the funding allocated for a mitigation project that had been completed to a
renovation of the Jones Point Lighthouse and its immediate surroundings.

HARC requests that you approve the NPS proposal in order to preserve of one of Alexandria’s most
important cultural and historical resources in the George Washington Memorial Parkway area.

Thank you.

Respectfully,
- &

Christopher Brownlowe, Chairman
Historic Alexandria Resources Commission

cc: James F. Parajon, City Manager
Gretchen Bulova, Director, Office of Historic Alexandria



