
Docket #3 
BAR #2024-00174 

Old and Historic Alexandria District 
June 5, 2024 

ISSUE:  Certificate of Appropriateness for alterations (signage) 

APPLICANT: Phillip Scotton 

LOCATION:  Old and Historic Alexandria District 
103 South Union Street 

ZONE:   CD / Commercial Downtown Zone 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
Staff recommends approval of the Certificate of Appropriateness for alterations, with the following 
conditions: 

• Anchors for the sign should be installed into the mortar joints on the masonry to avoid
damaging the brick.

• The applicant may choose any of the proposed designs for the sign.

GENERAL NOTES TO THE APPLICANT 

1. APPEAL OF DECISION:  In accordance with the Zoning Ordinance, if the Board of Architectural Review
denies or approves an application in whole or in part, the applicant or opponent may appeal the Board’s
decision to City Council on or before 14 days after the decision of the Board.

2. COMPLIANCE WITH BAR POLICIES:  All materials must comply with the BAR’s adopted policies unless
otherwise specifically approved.

3. BUILDING PERMITS:  Most projects approved by the Board of Architectural Review require the issuance
of one or more construction permits by Department of Code Administration (including signs).  The applicant
is responsible for obtaining all necessary construction permits after receiving Board of Architectural Review
approval.  Contact Code Administration, Room 4200, City Hall, 703-746-4200 for further information.

4. ISSUANCE OF CERTIFICATES OF APPROPRIATENESS AND PERMITS TO DEMOLISH: Applicants
must obtain a copy of the Certificate of Appropriateness or Permit to Demolish PRIOR to applying for a
building permit.  Contact BAR Staff, Room 2100, City Hall, 703-746-3833, or
preservation@alexandriava.gov for further information.

5. EXPIRATION OF APPROVALS NOTE:  In accordance with Sections 10-106(B), 10-206(B) and 10-307 of
the Zoning Ordinance, any Board of Architectural Review approval will expire 12 months from the date of
issuance if the work is not commenced and diligently and substantially pursued by the end of that 12-month
period.

6. HISTORIC PROPERTY TAX CREDITS:  Applicants performing extensive, certified rehabilitations of
historic properties may separately be eligible for state and/or federal tax credits.  Consult with the Virginia
Department of Historic Resources (VDHR) prior to initiating any work to determine whether the proposed
project may qualify for such credits. 

http://www.dhr.virginia.gov/tax_credits/tax_credit.htm
http://www.dhr.virginia.gov/tax_credits/tax_credit.htm
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I. APPLICANT’S PROPOSAL    

The applicant requests a Certificate of Appropriateness for alterations to install one wall sign above 
the entry door, measuring 11.46 square feet in area. 
 
Site context 
The 100 block of South Union Street consists mainly of commercial buildings with storefronts on 
the ground level. The subject property is currently occupied by Ben & Jerry’s ice cream shop. The 
site is bound by attached commercial structures on each side (north and south), and by a private 
alley to the rear (west). The proposed signage will be visible from both South Union Street and 
King Street. The parcel with the address of 101 ½ South Union Street shares the building with 103 
South Union Street and has its own commercial tenant. 
 
II. HISTORY 

103 South Union Street is a three bay, three story brick commercial building, portions of which 
date from the late 18th century, according to the Historic Alexandria Foundation. At one point, 
the property belonged to Thomas Irwin, an influential Alexandria citizen who was also an owner 
of Gadsby’s Tavern. The 1885 Sanborn map notes that the building housed a “wholesale grocer” 
and shows two interior doors connecting to the adjacent Corn Exchange building at the corner of 
King and Union. The Corn Exchange, built in 1871-72, rented out its first floor to Noble Lindsey 
who operated a wholesale grocery and ship store from that location. It is likely that 103 S. Union 
served as the warehouse for Lindsey’s store. In 1983, extensive rehabilitation plans for the 
building were approved by the Board of Architectural Review, Virginia Landmarks Register, and 
the National Park Service. These alterations consisted of a steel-and-glass addition to the rear of 
the third floor (not visible from the street) and a small, two-story interior atrium within the third-
floor addition and part of the second floor. Architecturally, a sawtooth frieze extends across the 
top of the building below a wooden cornice. Seven double-hung windows are topped by plain 
brick arches. The original blade sign for Ben & Jerry’s was approved by the BAR in 1990 (Case 
#90-129). In 2000, the BAR approved a new blade sign to replace the original sign. In 2024, staff 
administratively approved a refacing of the existing blade sign. A mural was also recently 
painted on the storefront. Staff notes that as the building was previously painted, the painting of 
the mural did not require BAR approval. 
 
Previous BAR Approvals 
December 1, 1982    Alterations 
May 18, 1983     Painting unpainted masonry 
January 6, 1988    Signage 
BAR #90-129     Signage 
BAR #2000-00075    Signage 
BAR #2013-00068    Signage (associated with 101 ½ S Union) 
BAR #2013-00120    Signage (associated with 101 ½ S Union) 
BAR #2018-00333    Window replacement 
BAR #2024-00023    Signage 
 
III. ANALYSIS   
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Certificate of Appropriateness  
According to the Design Guidelines, “Signs and awnings are prominent visual elements of the 
streetscape in commercial areas of the historic districts.” The Design Guidelines encourage signage 
to be compatible and blend in with the architecture of the building. Further, “When signs distract, 
shout out to the pedestrian, are not sensitively placed on the architecture or obscure it, a negative 
image of the historic commercial streetscape is created.” 
 
The existing Ben & Jerry’s blade sign at 103 South Union Street is 6.25 square feet in area (Figure 
1). The applicant proposes a wall sign made of composite material with a ¾ inch thick raised logo 
(Figure 2). The sign would measure 60” wide and 27.5” tall (11.46 square feet). There is no new 
illumination proposed. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 1: Existing blade sign 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 2: Rendering of proposed wall sign above entry door 
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According to the Criteria & Standards for Administrative Approval of Signs within the Historic 
Districts, “Total signage square footage may not exceed ¾ (75%) of the length of the building 
frontage (linear feet) where the signs are located.” As the storefront frontage length is 18 feet and 
the existing blade sign measures 6.25 square feet, the maximum square footage that can be 
approved administratively for an additional sign is 7.25 square feet. The current proposal is for a 
wall sign of 11.46 square feet. 
 
Although the combined square footage of the two signs exceeds the permitted total sign area 
allowed for administrative approval, staff believes that the size is appropriately proportioned and 
would not visually overwhelm the building. Two signs are appropriate for this type of commercial 
storefront. As a point of comparison, staff photographed two other commercial storefronts on the 
200 block of King Street (Figure 3) which show businesses with both a blade sign and a wall sign. 
Both businesses have wall signs with dimensions similar to that of the proposed signage. 
 

 
Figure 3: Existing signs at 210 and 212 King Street 

 
The applicant has submitted several options for the design (including lettering and colors) of the 
wall sign. Staff does not find any of the proposed designs inappropriate. Staff therefore has no 
objections to the current proposal and recommends approval of the Certificate of Appropriateness, 
with the following conditions: 

• Anchors for the sign should be installed into the mortar joints on the masonry to avoid 
damaging the brick. 

• The applicant may choose any of the proposed designs for the sign. 

 
STAFF 
Brendan Harris, Historic Preservation Planner, Planning & Zoning 
Tony LaColla, AICP, Land Use Services Division Chief, Planning & Zoning 
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III. CITY DEPARTMENT COMMENTS  

Legend: C- code requirement  R- recommendation  S- suggestion  F- finding 
 
Zoning  
C-1 Proposed wall sign will comply with zoning.  
 
Code Administration 
No comments received. 
 
Transportation and Environmental Services 
No comments received. 
 
Alexandria Archaeology  
F-1  No Archaeology comments. 
 
V.        ATTACHMENTS 
1 – Application Materials  

• Completed application 
• Material specifications 
• Photographs 

2 – Supplemental Materials  
• Public comment, if applicable 
• Any other supporting documentation 
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