
Docket #9 

BAR2023-00416 

Old and Historic Alexandria District 

November 15, 2023 

ISSUE:  Permit to Demolish/Capsulate (partial) 

APPLICANT: Robert and Jane Wallace 

LOCATION:  Old and Historic Alexandria District 

1113 Prince Street 

ZONE:   Residential Townhouse Zone  

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Staff recommends approval of the Permit to Demolish, as submitted. 

GENERAL NOTES TO THE APPLICANT 

1. APPEAL OF DECISION:  In accordance with the Zoning Ordinance, if the Board of Architectural Review

denies or approves an application in whole or in part, the applicant or opponent may appeal the Board’s

decision to City Council on or before 14 days after the decision of the Board.

2. COMPLIANCE WITH BAR POLICIES:  All materials must comply with the BAR’s adopted policies unless

otherwise specifically approved.

3. BUILDING PERMITS:  Most projects approved by the Board of Architectural Review require the issuance

of one or more construction permits by Department of Code Administration (including signs).  The applicant

is responsible for obtaining all necessary construction permits after receiving Board of Architectural Review

approval.  Contact Code Administration, Room 4200, City Hall, 703-746-4200 for further information.

4. ISSUANCE OF CERTIFICATES OF APPROPRIATENESS AND PERMITS TO DEMOLISH: Applicants

must obtain a copy of the Certificate of Appropriateness or Permit to Demolish PRIOR to applying for a

building permit.  Contact BAR Staff, Room 2100, City Hall, 703-746-3833, or

preservation@alexandriava.gov for further information.

5. EXPIRATION OF APPROVALS NOTE:  In accordance with Sections 10-106(B), 10-206(B) and 10-307 of

the Zoning Ordinance, any Board of Architectural Review approval will expire 12 months from the date of

issuance if the work is not commenced and diligently and substantially pursued by the end of that 12-month

period.

6. HISTORIC PROPERTY TAX CREDITS:  Applicants performing extensive, certified rehabilitations of

historic properties may separately be eligible for state and/or federal tax credits.  Consult with the Virginia

Department of Historic Resources (VDHR) prior to initiating any work to determine whether the proposed

project may qualify for such credits. 

http://www.dhr.virginia.gov/tax_credits/tax_credit.htm
http://www.dhr.virginia.gov/tax_credits/tax_credit.htm
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I. APPLICANT’S PROPOSAL

The applicant requests a Permit to Demolish/Capsulate (partial) to demolish a portion of the non-

historic west masonry wall, at 1113 Prince Street. The total square footage proposed for demolition 

is 144 square feet.  

Site context 

The subject property sits in the middle of the 1100 Block on Prince Street north side. There is a 

public alley running behind the property, Emerson Alley. The rear, north, elevation is minimally 

visible from the alley. 

II. HISTORY

The three-bay, two-story Colonial Revival brick townhouse was built in 1816-1818 according to 

Ethelyn Cox in her book Historic Alexandria Virginia Street by Street, which states that “1113. 

Lot owned by James Harris when built 1816-1818 with 1115 and 1117. Owned by George W. 

Carlin 1835-1837; sold to Benedict C. Milburn, potter, in 1838; occupied by William C. 

Reynolds in late 1830s.” 

Previous BAR Approvals 

6/11/1969 – BAR approved alterations to the façade. 

5/4/2004 – The BAR approved a permit to demolish and alterations (BAR2004-00096/97). 

7/19/2023 – The BAR approved a permit to demolish, an addition and alterations BAR2023-

00260/270).  

III. ANALYSIS

In considering a Permit to Demolish/Capsulate, the Board must consider the following criteria set 

forth in the Zoning Ordinance, §10-105(B), which relate only to the subject property and not to 

neighboring properties.  The Board has purview of the proposed demolition/capsulation regardless 

of visibility. 

Standard Description of Standard Standard Met? 

(1) Is the building or structure of such architectural or historical 

interest that its moving, removing, capsulating or razing would 

be to the detriment of the public interest? 

No 

(2) Is the building or structure of such interest that it could be made 

into a historic shrine? 

No 

(3) Is the building or structure of such old and unusual or 

uncommon design, texture and material that it could not be 

reproduced or be reproduced only with great difficulty? 

No 
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(4) Would retention of the building or structure help preserve the 

memorial character of the George Washington Memorial 

Parkway? 

N/A 

(5) Would retention of the building or structure help preserve and 

protect an historic place or area of historic interest in the city? 

No 

(6) Would retention of the building or structure promote the general 

welfare by maintaining and increasing real estate values, 

generating business, creating new positions, attracting tourists, 

students, writers, historians, artists and artisans, attracting new 

residents, encouraging study and interest in American history, 

stimulating interest and study in architecture and design, 

educating citizens in American culture and heritage, and making 

the city a more attractive and desirable place in which to live? 

No 

The analysis of the standards indicated above relate only to the portions of the masonry wall 

proposed for demolition. In the opinion of staff, none of the criteria for demolition is met and the 

Permit to Demolish/Capsulate should be granted. Additionally, the amount of demolition is limited 

to 144 square feet of the masonry wall and the area proposed for demolition is not of unusual or 

uncommon design and can easily be replicated. Staff recommends approval of the Permit to 

Demolish, as submitted.  

STAFF 

Amirah Lane, Historic Preservation Planner, Planning & Zoning 

Tony LaColla, AICP, Land Use Services Division Chief, Planning & Zoning 

III. CITY DEPARTMENT COMMENTS

Legend: C- code requirement  R- recommendation  S- suggestion  F- finding 

Zoning 

C-1  Proposed demolition of masonry wall will comply with zoning. 

Code Administration 

Per VVC Sec. 108 NO permit is required if complying with the following code section. 5. Fences 

of any height unless required for pedestrian safety as provided for by Section 3306, or used for the 

barrier for a swimming pool. 6.Concrete or masonry walls, provided such walls do not exceed 6 

feet (1829 mm) in height above the finished grade. Ornamental column caps shall not be 

considered to contribute to the height of the wall and shall be permitted to extend above the 6-foot 

(1829 mm) height measurement. 

Transportation and Environmental Services 

No comments received.  
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Alexandria Archaeology  

F-1 According to Ethelyn Cox in Historic Alexandria Virginia Street by Street, James Harris 

built the houses at 1113, 1115, and 1117 Prince St. around 1818.  George Carlin later 

owned the property in the 1830, sold it to Benedict Milburn, a local potter, in 1838 and it 

was then occupied by William Reynolds in the late 1830s.  The property may contain 

significant archaeological evidence about the growth and development of Alexandria in 

the first half of the nineteenth century.     

R-1 Call Alexandria Archaeology immediately 703-746-4399 if you discover any buried 

structural remains (wall foundations, wells, privies, cisterns, etc.) or concentrations of 

artifacts during development. Cease work in the discovery area until a City archaeologist 

inspects the site and records the finds. Include the preceding text on all Final Site Plan 

sheets involving any ground disturbing activities. (Archaeology) *  

R-2 The applicant shall not allow any metal detection and/or artifact collection to be conducted 

on the property, nor is it permissible to allow independent parties to collect or excavate 

artifacts, unless authorized by Alexandria Archaeology. Failing to comply shall result in 

project delays. Include the preceding text on all Final Site Plan sheets involving any ground 

disturbing activities. (Archaeology) *  

V. ATTACHMENTS

1 – Supplemental Materials  

2 – Application for BAR2023-00416: 1113 Prince Street 
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NOTES; 

11113 PRINCE STREET 

1. OWNERS: ROBERT B. WALLACE AND JANEJ. WAUACE 
1113 PRINCE STREET 
ALEXANDRIA. VA 22314•2934 
(DB. 974, PG. 622) 

2. TM: 074.01-04•24 

3. ZONE RM

4. AREA• 2,000 SF (COMP) 

1111 S PRINCE STREET 

1. OWNER: 111 S PRINCE STREET. LLC. 
228 S. WASHINGTON STREET 
STE B30N 
ALEXANDRIA. VA 22314-5402 
UNST. NO. 220014122) 

2. TM: 074.01-04•25 

3. ZONE RM 

4. AREA• 1.958 SF (COMP) 
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