





CouncilComment@alexandriava.gov

From: Kaitlyn Sakry <sakryka@gmail.com>

Sent: Friday, April 14, 2023 7:10 PM

To: CouncilComment@alexandriava.gov

Subject: [EXTERNAL]Zoning Text Amendment #2023-00002

i You don't often get email from sakryka@gmail.com. Learn why this is important

Good Evening,

I wanted to take a moment and express my opposition to the Zoning Text Amendment #2023-00002 that would allow abortion centers
special status in areas zoned as commercial and mixed use and list abortion centers as health profession offices and medical care facilities.
As a person who literally lives right next door to a pizza place {(Marinos) | honestly can't imagine living right next door to an abortion clinic
zoned in a way that would allow it to be right next door to my house. | can't imagine wanting to walk a child right past an abortion center
and feel like that would be a safe or great place to raise my child and have to explain what happens there every time we walk past it.

I can’t imagine trying to sell a home that is right next to an abortion clinic, knowing the political or moral polarity caused by these facilities
and think it would not devalue the property. Nor would | feel very safe having to commute (walk) by to go to work everyday or live right
next to, above, or below it.

Right now, squirrels and birds pick up pieces of pizza, or wings and bring them into my yard. The fact that in the dumpster sits 2 ft away
from my yard is fine because | know the dumpster contains fragments of oil that cooked mozzarelia sticks and french fries and pizza
remnants. Not knowing if there are any actual health codes being enforced for abortion clinics what happens to the bodies and human
biohazard material? Would it be feet from someone's home? Feet from someone's yard? In a dumpster? Can you even imagine?

While | understand the intent is to bring easier access to healthcare for the people in my neighborhood here is a list of healthcare facilities
could actually be ok with living next to that we could certainly use more of:

- physical therapy '

-nursing homes

- dialysis centers

- general practitioners

- day cares

- nutritional counselors and access to low-cost produce and other groceries

- non-abortive ob/gyn

- pulmonologist

- optometrists

etc

All of which would give me no trouble sleeping at night, would not make me feel unsafe when walking home, would not make me wonder
what is in their dumpster, and would not devalue the property surrounding it. | hope you do not allow this zoning rule to be adopted for the
sake of all of us who live here. | have lived next to a business for 7 years but that one would certainly cause me to move. You would drive
out the very people you are trying to serve by rezoning that type of facility.

Thanks for your time and consideration,

Kaitlyn Sakry

DISCLAIMER: This message was sent from outside the City of Alexandria email system.
DO NOT CLICK any links or download attachments unless the contents are from a trusted source.



CounciIComment@aIexandriava.gov

—
From: Cynthia Weinbrenner <cinziaweinbrenner@hotmail.com>

Sent: Friday, April 14, 2023 7:06 PM

To: CouncilComment@alexandriava.gov

Subject: [EXTERNAL]Zoning Text Amendment 2023-00002

[You don't often get email from cinziaweinbrenner@hotmail.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderidentification ]

| strongly urge you to reject the proposed zoning text amendment # 2023-00002. The preferential treatment of abortion

Sent from my iPhone

DISCLAIMER: This message was sent from outside the City of Alexandria email system.
DO NOT CLICK any links or download attachments unless the contents are from a trusted source.












L Giving Abortion Clinics Unfettered Administrative Approval in Any
Commercial or Mixed-Use Zone Threatens the Welfare of Women and Young
Girls in Alexandria

By allowing abortion clinics to set up business in zoning areas “by-right”, the City will
be furthering the harms women experience at the hands of abortion providers. The
Amendment proposes to drastically change the definitions of “health profession office” and
“medical care facility” under the City’s Zoning Ordinance by striking large portions of the
definitions and adding “abortion services” in both definitions. For example, under the
proposed definition of “health profession office,” the Amendment strikes the following
language: “The use of space by individuals licensed in the Commonwealth of Virginia to
practice medicine, dentistry, psychiatry, psychology, nursing . ..” Instead, the Amendment
proposes the following definition of “health profession office”: “A building or portion
thereof ... used for medical, psychiatric, surgical, or physical therapy, abortion services or
other health related services primarily on an outpatient basis.” Additionally, the Amendment
strikes the entire definition of “medical care facility” and defines it as buildings “with a gross
floor area greater than 20,000 square feet used for medical, psychiatric, surgical, massage or
physical therapy, abortion services or other health related services ...”

By striking references in the Zoning Ordinance to offices and facilities that provide
health services such as dentistry, psychiatry, psychology, and nursing, and instead inserting
“abortion services,” the Amendment seeks to prioritize abortion clinics over actual health
care providers. Even though the Amendment’s proposed definitions include offices and
facilities that are used for “medical, psychiatric, surgical, or physical therapy,” the City would
likely give preference to abortion clinics given the City’s recent adoption of Resolution
#3087. Resolution #3087 states that “abortion is an essential reproductive health service”
and asks the City to “bring forward for consideration Zoning Text Amendments to ensure
unfettered administrative approval in any commercial or mixed-use zone.”3

Despite what Resolution #3087 purports, abortion is not healthcare. Abortion is the
intentional killing of innocent pre-born human life. From the moment of conception, the
preborn human being has a unique and complete genetic composition derived from both his
or her mother and father. As early as 5 weeks’ gestation, the preborn human being’s heart
begins beating. And at approximately 8 weeks’ gestation, the preborn human being begins to
move about in the womb.

Even the United States Supreme Court has acknowledged the sanctity of life. In Dobbs
v. Jackson Women’s Health Organization, the Court recently recognized that states have an
interest in preserving prenatal life at all stages of development, as well as protecting maternal

3 Resolution No. 3087 (June 28, 2022), available at https://vanow.org/docs/abortion-
resolutions/Alexandria_City_Resolution_Number_3087.pdf.
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health and safety, and mitigating fetal pain.* Accordingly, states have robust power to enact
legislation regulating abortion to further these legitimate governmental interests.>

In addition to destroying innocent human life, abortion also poses grave risks to
women'’s health and safety. Currently, Virginia only prohibits abortions in the third trimester
with broad exceptions. Notably, abortions carry a higher medical risk when done later in
pregnancy. Ten percent of women suffer immediate complications from abortion, including
blood clots, hemorrhages, incomplete abortions, infection, and injury to the cervix and other
organs.® Further, compared to an abortion at 8 weeks’ gestation, the relative risk of mortality
increases for pregnant women by 38 percent for each additional week.”

Abortion also negatively impacts women’s mental health. Scholarship shows that
“both sides agree that (a) abortion is consistently associated with elevated rates of mental
illness compared to women without a history of abortion; (b) the abortion experience
directly contributes to mental health problems for at least some women.”8 Recent research
on the impact of elective abortions on women’s mental health has even indicated “increased
correlation to the genesis or exacerbation of substance abuse and affective disorders
including suicidal ideation.”® Similarly, “[s]everal recent international studies have
demonstrated that repetitive early pregnancy loss, including both miscarriage and induced
abortions, is associated with increased levels of distress, depression, anxiety, and reduced
quality of life scores in social and mental health categories.”10 Empirical evidence shows that
elective abortion does not improve a woman’s physical or mental health, but instead subjects
her to both physical and psychological harm.

Giving abortion clinics special status in zoning areas will only further these harms to
women by increasing the number of abortion clinics over actual health care providers. This
Amendment will take away opportunities from health care providers that offer life-saving
and preventative care to set up their businesses in the City. This preferential treatment is

4 Dobbs v. Jackson Women'’s Health Org,, 142 S. Ct. 2228, 2284 (2022) (internal citations omitted).

5 Seeid.

6 See How Safe Is An In-Clinic Abortion?, PLANNED PARENTHOOD,
https://www.plannedparenthood.org/learn/abortion/in-clinic-abortion-procedures/how-safe-is-an-inclinic-
abortion (last visited March 20, 2023); REPORT OF THE SOUTH DAKOTA TASK FORCE TO STUDY ABORTION 48 (2005).
7 Linda A. Bartlett et al., Risk Factors for Legal Induced Abortion-Related Mortality in the United States,

103 OBSTETRICS & GYNECOLOGY 729, 731 (2004).

8 David C. Reardon, The Abortion and Mental Health Controversy: A Comprehensive Literature Review of
Common Ground Agreements, Disagreements, Actionable Recommendations, and Research Opportunities, 6
SAGE OPEN MED. 1, 1 (Oct. 2018).

9 Kathryn R. Grauerholz et al. Uncovering Prolonged Grief Reactions Subsequent to a Reproductive Loss:
Implications for the Primary Care Provider, 12 FRONTIERS IN PSYCH. 1, 2 (2021).

10 |d; see, e.g., Louis Jacob et al., Association Between Induced Abortion, Spontaneous Abortion, and Infertility
Respectively and the Risk of Psychiatric Disorders in 57,770 Women Followed in Gynecological Practices in
Germany, 251 ]. AFFECTIVE DISORDERS 107, 111 (2019) (finding “[a] positive relationship between induced
abortion ... and psychiatric disorders”).
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11 City Resources Should Be Put Towards Programs that Support and Empower
Women and Families

The City should be focusing its efforts on supporting mothers, families, and children,
rather than making amendments to the zoning code that would cause additional harm to
women and young girls. Women are increasingly rejecting abortion and continuing their
pregnancies. According to the most recent data from the CDC, the abortion rate is nearly half
of what it was in the late 1980s after Roe v. Wade was decided.l”

As more women choose life and continue their pregnancies, support for limits on
abortion has increased both state-wide and nationally. In a recent poll, 51% of Virginians
said that they support or strongly support limiting abortion at 15 weeks’ gestation.1®
Additionally, on February 1, 2023, over 5,000 Virginians marched in Virginia's March for Life
in support of protecting unborn children and in support of Governor Glenn Youngkin’s push
for limiting abortion at 15-weeks’ gestation.1® Further, since 2008, national polling data has
shown a consistent and clear consensus of Americans supporting restrictions on abortion,
including funding restrictions.2? In a 2023 national poll, 60% of Americans said that they
opposed taxpayer funding of abortion.21 These polls show that Americans across the political
spectrum agree that the government should be supporting women and families rather than
subjecting women and young girls to the harms of abortion.

Pregnancy resource centers have responded to the rising need to assist mothers who
decide to continue their pregnancies. Over the past 50 years, pregnancy resource centers
have provided invaluable, free services to low-income women across the United States.?? In
Virginia, there are 40 pregnancy center locations throughout the Commonwealth.23 In 2021
alone, these pregnancy centers served over 11,000 clients, provided over $3,500,000 in free
medical care and support to women, and had 99% positive feedback from individuals using
the pregnancy center services.24

17 CTRS. FOR DISEASE CONTROL & PREVENTION, 69 SURVEILLANCE SUMMARIES 1, ABORTION SURVEILLANCE-UNITED STATES
(Nov. 27,2020).

18 Mid-Term Mixed Bag: Virginias Split Not Only on Policy, But Even on What Issues Matter as November
Approaches, WAsON CTR. (Oct. 12, 2022), https://cnu.edu/wasoncenter/surveys/archive/2022-10-12.html.
19 Riley Wyant, March for Life Draws Thousands to Richmond to Rally Against Abortion, NBC (Feb. 1, 2023),
https://www.nbc12.com/2023/02/02/march-life-draws-thousands-richmond-rally-against-abortion/.

20 See New 2023 Knights of Columbus-Marist Poll: Post Roe, A Majority of Americans Continue to Support Legal
Limits on Abortion, KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS (Jan. 18, 2023),
https://www.kofc.org/en/resources/communications/polls/majority-americans-still-support-abortion-
limits.pdf.

21,

22 See Charlotte Lozier Institute, Pregnancy Centers Stand the Test of Time (2020),
https://lozierinstitute.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/10 /Pregnancy-Center-Report-2020_FINAL.pdf.

23 Virginia Pregnancy Center Association 2020 Community Impact Report, VA. PREGNANCY CTR. Ass'n (2022),
https://staticl.squarespace.com/static/60d201847c78ef1e9e5ff099/t/.

24 d.
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Lauren Firich
4850 Eisenhower Ave. Unit 414
Alexandria, VA 22304

DISCLAIMER: This message was sent from outside the City of Alexandria email system.
DO NOT CLICK any links or download attachments unless the contents are from a trusted source.






pregnancy event.
15. Women who have had an abortion are 34% more likely to develop an anxiety disorder.
16.110%. That's the increased risk of alcohol abuse in women who have had an abortion.

Please do not change the zoning regulations for abortion centers. We should prioritize services
that heal, not services that destroy life. | strongly urge you to reject the proposed Zoning Text
Amendment #2023-00002. The preferential treatment of abortion clinics fundamentally
contradicts my values as a resident of Alexandria.

DISCLAIMER: This message was sent from outside the City of Alexandria email system.
DO NOT CLICK any links or download attachments unless the contents are from a trusted source.



CouncilComment@alexand riava.gov

From: Kathleen Lynch <kathleenlynch@hotmail.com>

Sent: Saturday, April 15, 2023 12:28 PM

To: CouncilComment@alexandriava.gov

Subject: [EXTERNAL]We strongly oppose Zoning Amendment #202-00002

You don't often get email from kathleenlynch@hotmail.com. Learn why this is important

Hello,

Please consider NOT giving priority to abortion clinics in Alexandria City. There are other solutions that do not gravely
hurt a baby and his/her mother.

Thank you.

Respectfully,

Kathleen Lynch, MS, AFC®
(360) 582-6543

DISCLAIMER: This message was sent from outside the City of Alexandria email system.
DO NOT CLICK any links or download attachments unless the contents are from a trusted source.






CouncilComment@aIexandriava.gov

]
From: Sarah Greiner <58donahue@cua.edu>
Sent: Saturday, April 15, 2023 11:10 AM
To: CouncilComment@alexandriava.gov
Subject: [EXTERNAL]Zoning Text Amendment #2023-00002.

You don't often get email from 58donahue@cua.edu. Learn why this is important

Dear City Council members,

I am writing to urge you not to change the zoning regulations for abortion centers. We should be looking to build and
support medical centers that promote good health and healing, not services that destroy life and induce trauma. |
strongly urge you to reject the proposed Zoning Text Amendment #2023-00002. The preferential treatment of abortion
clinics fundamentally contradicts my values as a resident of Alexandria.

With all best wishes,

Sarah Greiner

1709 Crestwood Dr

Alexandria, VA 22302

DISCLAIMER: This message was sent from outside the City of Alexandria email system.
DO NOT CLICK any links or download attachments unless the contents are from a trusted source.






CounciIComment@alexandriava.gov

—
From: MARY QUINN <maryquinn@aol.com>
Sent: Friday, April 14, 2023 4:36 PM
To: CouncilComment@alexandriava.gov
Subject: [EXTERNAL]ZoningText Amendment #2023-00002

&

You don't often get email from maryquinn@aol.com. Learn why this is important

R/Iayor Wilson and Members of the City Council:

We are writing to oppose this amendment that you will vote on tomorrow, April 15, 2023. We understand that there is the
possibility that if it is passed, there is a potential that an abortion facility may be included in the plans for the new
apartment building next to St. Rita Church. How insensitive that is. Has St. Rita Church been contacted??

We are lifetime residents of Alexandria. Our families grew up here. The spirit of Alexandria has always been neighbors
helping neighbors. The possibility of having an abortion center in our midst is not in that spirit at all. Medical care centers
are about life-not death.

We also know that the residents of Arlandria are pro family and pro life. Please consider a pregnancy center that would
support women with counseling, medical assistance and mentors throughout the pregnancy. Another possibility would be
to set up an adoption center.

This would truly be neighbors helping neighbors-the spirit of Alexandria.

Sincerely,

Mary Quinn
Margaret Fisher

DISCLAIMER: This message was sent from outside the City of Alexandria email system.
DO NOT CLICK any links or download attachments unless the contents are from a trusted source.



CounciIComment@aIexandriava.gov

From: Jo Lozovina <jolozovina@gmail.com>
Sent: Friday, April 14, 2023 4:35 PM

To: CouncilComment@alexandriava.gov
Subject: [EXTERNAL]Zoning 2023-00002

¢

5 You don't often get email from jolozovina@gmail.com. Learn why this is important
Please do not allow abortion facility to be close to Saint Rita's Catholic Church. This US an abomination to all Christians!!

DISCLAIMER: This message was sent from outside the City of Alexandria email system.
DO NOT CLICK any links or download attachments unless the contents are from a trusted source.







Daniel S. Ciatti
Alexandria, VA

DISCLAIMER: This message was sent from outside the City of Alexandria email system.
DO NOT CLICK any links or download attachments unless the contents are from a trusted source.









CounciIComment@aIexandriava.gov

From: Jean Albright <jeanalbrightlcsw@gmail.com>
Sent: ‘ Friday, April 14, 2023 4:03 PM

To: , CouncilComment@alexandriava.gov

Subject: [EXTERNAL]Totally opposed to abortion clinics

[You don't often get email from jeanalbrighticsw@gmail.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderidentification ]

I am a Del Ray resident and TOTALLY OPPOSED to more abortion clinics in Alexandria. We need to put our resources
toward helping women who want to keep their babies. We need further study about the process of abortion and the
psychological toll this takes on mothers. We don’t want to be known as the abortion capital of VA. We desperately need
further dialogue because people have strong feelings about this. We need to find a way to respect all views so we don’t
invite protests and violence. This is a democracy and we need a democratic process. Thank you for all you do on behalf of
our community. Jean Albright

Sent from my iPhone

DISCLAIMER: This message was sent from outside the City of Alexandria email system.
DO NOT CLICK any links or download attachments unless the contents are from a trusted source.












CouncilComment@alexandriava.gov

From: Ginger Groene <ginger@abundantabodes.com>
Sent: Friday, April 14, 2023 1:44 PM

To: CouncilComment@alexandriava.gov

Subject: Re: 2023-00002

[You don't often get email from ginger@abundantabodes.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderldentification ]

Sorry against it
Alexandria Resident

Sent from my iPhone

Ginger Groene, ABR,CRS

United Real Estate

Direct 703-304-5523

Website Abundantabodes.com
Email ginger@abundantabodes.com

>0n Apr 14, 2023, at 1:40 PM, Ginger Groene <ginger@abundantabodes.com> wrote:
>

> All for it

> Thank you

> Alexandria resident

> Sent from my iPhone

> Ginger Groene, ABR,CRS

> United Real Estate

> Direct 703-304-5523

> Website Abundantabodes.com

> Email ginger@abundantabodes.com



CouncilComment@aIexandriava.gov

From: Ginger Groene <ginger@abundantabodes.com>
Sent: Friday, April 14, 2023 1:41 PM

To: CouncilComment@alexandriava.gov

Subject: [EXTERNALJ2023-00002

[You don't often get email from ginger@abundantabodes.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderldentification ]

All for it

Thank you

Alexandria resident

Sent from my iPhone

Ginger Groene, ABR,CRS

United Real Estate

Direct 703-304-5523

Website Abundantabodes.com
Email ginger@abundantabodes.com

DISCLAIMER: This message was sent from outside the City of Alexandria email system.
DO NOT CLICK any links or download attachments unless the contents are from a trusted source.






CouncilComment@alexand riava.gov

From: Carol Cousins <carol.lucetcousins@gmail.com>

Sent: Friday, April 14, 2023 1:14 PM

To: CouncilComment@alexandriava.gov

Subject: [EXTERNAL]Vote to approve zoning text amendment #2023-00002

[You don't often get email from carol.lucetcousins@gmail.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderldentification ]

To the Members of Alexandria City Council:
I urge you to vote to approve the proposed zoning text amendment #2023-00002.

This proposal aligns with my values as an Alexandria citizen. Access to safe and affordable healthcare, including abortion
services, is critical for the well-being of our community.

Please don’t let the Christian churches dictate what the women in our community get to do with their own bodies.
Sincerely,

Carol Lucet-Cousins
Sent from my iPhone

DISCLAIMER: This message was sent from outside the City of Alexandria email system.
DO NOT CLICK any links or download attachments unless the contents are from a trusted source.



