
Docket #5 

BAR #2023-00034 

Old and Historic Alexandria District 

March 2, 2023 

ISSUE:  Certificate of Appropriateness for alterations (signage) 

APPLICANT: Hunting Point Apartments, LLC 

LOCATION:  Old and Historic Alexandria District 

1204 South Washington Street 

ZONE:   RC/High density apartment zone 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Staff recommends approval of the Certificate of Appropriateness for alterations, with the following 

conditions: 

• The illumination should be no greater than 150 lumens with final light color and intensity

to be approved by staff in the field. The color of the light should be warmer rather than

whiter/cooler, and no greater than 3000K, with a preferably lower K value.

• Anchors for the sign should be installed into the mortar joints on the masonry to avoid

damage to the brick.

• The sign must comply with the conditions provided by Zoning.
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GENERAL NOTES TO THE APPLICANT 

1. APPEAL OF DECISION:  In accordance with the Zoning Ordinance, if the Board of Architectural Review

denies or approves an application in whole or in part, the applicant or opponent may appeal the Board’s

decision to City Council on or before 14 days after the decision of the Board.

2. COMPLIANCE WITH BAR POLICIES:  All materials must comply with the BAR’s adopted policies unless

otherwise specifically approved.

3. BUILDING PERMITS:  Most projects approved by the Board of Architectural Review require the issuance

of one or more construction permits by Department of Code Administration (including signs).  The applicant

is responsible for obtaining all necessary construction permits after receiving Board of Architectural Review

approval.  Contact Code Administration, Room 4200, City Hall, 703-746-4200 for further information.

4. ISSUANCE OF CERTIFICATES OF APPROPRIATENESS AND PERMITS TO DEMOLISH: Applicants

must obtain a copy of the Certificate of Appropriateness or Permit to Demolish PRIOR to applying for a

building permit.  Contact BAR Staff, Room 2100, City Hall, 703-746-3833, or

preservation@alexandriava.gov for further information.

5. EXPIRATION OF APPROVALS NOTE:  In accordance with Sections 10-106(B), 10-206(B) and 10-307 of

the Zoning Ordinance, any Board of Architectural Review approval will expire 12 months from the date of

issuance if the work is not commenced and diligently and substantially pursued by the end of that 12-month

period.

6. HISTORIC PROPERTY TAX CREDITS:  Applicants performing extensive, certified rehabilitations of

historic properties may separately be eligible for state and/or federal tax credits.  Consult with the Virginia

Department of Historic Resources (VDHR) prior to initiating any work to determine whether the proposed

project may qualify for such credits. 
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I. APPLICANT’S PROPOSAL

The applicant requests a Certificate of Appropriateness for alterations to install one new 40 square 

foot LED reverse illuminated channel letter sign along the west elevation of the building, facing 

the George Washington Memorial Parkway. The letters will read “Bridgeyard Apartments” and 

will be mounted to two aluminum cabinets on the masonry wall. The cabinets will each have a 

supply wire pushed through with a protective conduit, painted to match the surrounding masonry. 

The height of the top of the sign above grade is 35 feet, in accordance with zoning ordinance 

requirements. 

Site context 

The property, 1204 South Washington Street, is part of the Bridgeyard Apartments development, 

which also includes the adjacent building at 1202 South Washington Street. The development is 

bound by the Woodrow Wilson Bridge (Interstate 495) to the north, the Potomac River to the east, 

the George Washington Memorial Parkway to the west, and the Porto Vecchio Condominiums to 

the south. The proposed signage will be visible from the George Washington Memorial Parkway; 

therefore, alterations to the building must not adversely affect the memorial character of the 

Parkway. 

II. HISTORY

The Bridgeyard Apartment complex consists of two midrise apartment buildings constructed of 

brick-clad reinforced concrete. Simple in design, the two towers have a cruciform plan, built in the 

International style with sparsely decorated facades that keep with the functional minimalism of the 

Modernist school. Originally called Hunting Towers, the buildings were constructed between 1949 

and 1951. Designed by architect William H. Harris, Hunting Towers was one of the first high-rise 

garden style apartment buildings built in Alexandria. Similar to other apartment buildings found 

in the City and surrounding DC area, Hunting Towers was constructed to house workers moving 

into the area during and after World War II. The Board approved the towers on 11/18/1948 and a 

business center at the northwest corner on 1/18/1951. Subsequent BAR approvals were for signs, 

pool, bath house, and air conditioning units. By 1965, the area was no longer under purview of the 

Board until the area south of I-495 was reinstated to the district in the 1980s, after construction of 

Porto Vecchio condominium towers. Originally, Hunting Towers consisted of three buildings. In 

2001, the Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT) purchased the three towers in order to 

demolish one to provide sufficient land to construct the new Woodrow Wilson Bridge. Prior to the 

demolition, the Virginia Department of Historic Resources and the National Park Service had 

made the determination that the buildings were ineligible for listing, either as a contributing 

element within the Alexandria National Register Historic District or individually in the National 

Register of Historic Places, primarily because they were less than 50 years old at that time. These 

conclusions were documented and accepted by the City in the Hunting Creek Area Plan, adopted 

by City Council in 2005. 

Previous BAR Approvals 

11/18/48 Approved for new construction (Hunting Towers 

Apartments) 

1/18/51 Approved for new business center 
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8/14/52 Approved for signage 

7/8/59 Approved for signage 

3/9/60 Approved for new pool/bathhouse 

6/9/65 Approved for new air conditioning units 

BAR Case #2013-00220 & #2023-00221 Approved for window replacement and partial 

demolition/replacement of entrance canopy 

BAR Case #2015-00245 Approved for new clubhouse over garage 

Numerous roof-mounted small cell antennas have been approved on both this building and the 

adjacent building at 1202 South Washington Street: 

BAR Case #2000-00059 

BAR Case #2010-00078 

BAR Case #2011-00029 

BAR Case #2012-00247 

BAR Case #2013-00162 

BAR Case #2014-00334 

BAR Case #2015-00388 

BAR Case #2017-00442 

BAR Case #2017-00255 

BAR Case #2017-00370 

BAR Case #2018-00525 

BAR Case #2019-00153 

BAR Case #2020-00236 

BAR Case #2020-00268 

BAR Case #2023-00050 

III. ANALYSIS

Certificate of Appropriateness 

The Design Guidelines encourage signage to be compatible and blend in with the architecture of 

the building. Further, “When signs distract, shout out to the pedestrian, are not sensitively placed 

on the architecture or obscure it, a negative image of the historic commercial streetscape is 

created.” Additionally, “requests for signs on Washington Street must be compatible with the 

memorial nature of the Parkway.” 

The Guidelines also “strongly discourage internally illuminated signs.” However, in reviewing this 

proposal, staff notes that this development is of a much greater scale and size than most sites in 

Old Town. Therefore, what may be appropriate here may not be appropriate at other sites in the 

historic district. The area of most concern from the BAR’s perspective is the sign’s visibility from 

and impact on Washington Street (the George Washington Memorial Parkway). 

The proposed sign consists of reverse illuminated channel letters mounted to two aluminum 

cabinets, installed into the masonry wall (Figure 1). Each cabinet will have a supply wire pushed 
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through with a protective conduit up to the roof top, painted to match the surrounding masonry 

(Figure 2). 

Figure 1: Rendering of proposed sign 

The sign is located at a key location on the building and will orient both pedestrians and vehicles 

(Figure 3). The vertical orientation is compatible with the building design, and the size does not 

overwhelm the building. Typically, a complex such as this would hang vinyl banners in this 

location; staff supports the higher-quality, more permanent material and finds the size and location 

to be appropriate. The signage will have little effect on the historic fabric of this mid-20th century 

building and the memorial nature of the George Washington Memorial Parkway. 
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Figure 2: Rendering of proposed sign and conduit from the George Washington Memorial 

Parkway 

Figure 3: View of proposed sign location from the George Washington Memorial Parkway 
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The Board has approved internally illuminated wall signage on Late buildings on Washington 

Street since this area of the district does not have the same pedestrian-oriented emphasis as King 

Street. Staff notes that the Thornton Apartments, located directly across the street from the 

Bridgeyard Apartments, has an internally illuminated wall sign that faces the George 

Washington Memorial Parkway (Figures 4 and 5). The Board approved this sign with the 

condition that the illumination shall be no greater than 150 lumens and the color of the light 

should be warmer rather than whiter/cooler (BAR#2017-00030). The proposed sign at the 

Bridgeyard Apartments is similar in size and appearance to the Thornton sign. 

Figures 4 & 5: View of sign at the Thornton Apartments from the George Washington 

Memorial Parkway 

Staff therefore recommends approval of the Certificate of Appropriateness for alterations, with the 

same condition as the Thornton sign: the illumination shall be no greater than 150 lumens with 

final light color and intensity to be approved by staff in the field. The color of the light should be 

warmer rather than whiter/cooler, and no greater than 3000K, with a preferably lower K value. 

Additionally, anchors for the sign should be installed into the mortar joints on the masonry to avoid 

damage to the brick. Lastly, the sign must comply with the conditions provided by Zoning. 

STAFF 

Brendan Harris, Historic Preservation Planner, Planning & Zoning 

Tony LaColla, AICP, Land Use Services Division Chief, Planning & Zoning 
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III. CITY DEPARTMENT COMMENTS

Legend: C- code requirement  R- recommendation  S- suggestion  F- finding 

Zoning  

C-1 Proposed wall mounted sign complies with zoning. 

C-2 Proposed wall mounted sign to be illuminated must meet the conditions of Sec. 9-104 

F-1 According to Sec. 9-104 (10) Illuminated signs located higher than 35 feet above grade 

unless the building is located within 2,000 feet of and the sign is facing Interstate 95 

(the Capital Beltway) are prohibited. 

Code Administration 

C-1 A sign permit is required for review. 

Transportation and Environmental Services 

No comments received. 

National Park Service 

No comments received. 

Alexandria Archaeology  

F-1 No archaeological oversight is required for this project. 

V. ATTACHMENTS

1 – Application Materials

2 – Supplemental Materials
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Client:
The Laramar Group, LLC

Location:
1204 S. Washington Street
Alexandria, VA 22314

Work Order:
15792

PRESENTED BY: Kevin Kelly

DRAWN BY: JC

PROOF VERSION: 3

DATE: 04-29-2022

160”

36”

20”

CABINET #1
“BRIDGEYARD”
SECTION VIEW

CABINET #1 & #2
FRONT VIEW

CABINET #2
“APARTMENTS”
SECTION VIEW

16”

140”

115”

SHEET NO.

01

DOCUMENT SIZE: 11” x 17”

SCALE: 1/2”= 1’-0” (1:24)

Total Sign SQ FT = 40 sq ft
(allowed up to 40 sq ft)

REVERSE ILLUMINATED CHANNEL LETTERS MOUNTED TO CABINETS 

CABINET #1 - “BRIDGEYARD”

2

1

3 4

6

7

9

CABINET #2 - “APARTMENTS”

2

1

56

7

3

8

10

SECTION VIEW NOTES:

• Masonry Wall

• LED power supply with disconnect

• Cabinet #1 - Letters attach to
20” x 140” x 5” deep aluminum sign cabinet

• Cabinet #1 - Supply wire pushed through top
with protective conduit leading up to roof
connection. Connection made inside cabinet

• Cabinet #2 - Supply wire pushed through
to first cabinet with protective conduit.
Connection made inside cabinet

• Reverse Illuminated Channel Letters. 1/4” thick
polycarbonatel backs. 2” deep 0.63 aluminum
returns

• 1w LED MODULES

• Cabinet #2 - Letters attach to
16” x 115” x 3” deep aluminum sign cabinet

Cabinet #1 - Install Sign Cabinet with
3/8"x4" DeWALT Screw-Bolt+ embd. 3-1/4"
to mount directly into mortar joints not
brick. Fasteners to be spaced evenly @ max.
34” on center top to bottom with a 4" Max.
end clearance

• Cabinet #2 - Install Sign Cabinet with
3/8"x4" DeWALT Screw-Bolt+ embd. 3-1/4"
to mount directly into mortar joints not
brick. Fasteners to be spaced evenly @
max. 28” on center top to bottom with a 4"
Max. end clearance
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PN 2238320

9

     Rev. 1
7-25-2022

Engineers Note:
- Contact Murdoch Engineering for revision if field conditions vary.
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Client:
The Laramar Group, LLC

Location:
1204 S. Washington Street
Alexandria, VA 22314

Work Order:
15792

REVERSE ILLUMINATED CHANNEL LETTERS MOUNTED TO CABINETS - LIGHTING MOCKUP / CONDUIT NOTES

SHEET NO.

02

Electrical pushed trough from front to upper roof area

64’

PRESENTED BY: Kevin Kelly

DRAWN BY: JC

PROOF VERSION: 3

DATE: 04-29-2022

SCALE: 1/2”= 1’-0” (1:24)

DOCUMENT SIZE: 11” x 17”

Total Sign SQ FT = 40 sq ft
(allowed up to 40 sq ft)

PN 2238320

     Rev. 1
7-25-2022
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Client:
The Laramar Group, LLC

Location:
1204 S. Washington Street
Alexandria, VA 22314

Work Order:
15792

MOCKUP (APPROXIMATE ACTUAL MAY VARY)

CONDUIT WITH ELECTRICAL LINE 

ATTACHED TO BRICK - Painted “Brick Red”

SHEET NO.

03

REVERSE ILLUMINATED CHANNEL LETTERS MOUNTED TO CABINETS - STREET VIEW MOCKUP

PRESENTED BY: Kevin Kelly

DRAWN BY: JC

PROOF VERSION: 3

DATE: 04-29-2022

SCALE: 1/2”= 1’-0” (1:24)

DOCUMENT SIZE: 11” x 17”

Total Sign SQ FT = 40 sq ft
(allowed up to 40 sq ft)

PN 2238320

     Rev. 1
7-25-2022
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SCALE: 1/8” = 1’-0” (1:96)
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CONDUIT WITH ELECTRICAL LINE 

ATTACHED TO BRICK - Painted “Brick Red”
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1204 S Washington St - Google Maps https://www.google.com/maps/place/1204+S+Washington+St,+Alexandria,+VA+22314/@38.7922316,-77.0499351,352m/data=!3m1!1e3!4m5!3m4...

1 of 1 11/24/2021, 11:51 AM
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The Thornton Sign
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Possible Location for The Bridgeyard Sign



1205 VA-400 - Google Maps https://www.google.com/maps/@38.7927381,-77.0497904,3a,66.7y,283.16h,88.35t/data=!3m6!1e1!3m4!1s-HkbnuCGm7Ys4njm4hf4Cw!2e0!7i163...

1 of 2 11/24/2021, 11:47 AM
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Wall mounted SignThe ThorntonFacing The George Washington Memorial Parkway



1227 George Washington Memorial Pkwy - Google Maps https://www.google.com/maps/@38.7922998,-77.0499717,3a,75y,110.72h,84.77t/data=!3m6!1e1!3m4!1sKJQHakJ5R0HdKVhspfKVWA!2e0!7i163...

1 of 2 11/24/2021, 11:49 AM
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