ORDINANCE NO. 5431

AN ORDINANCE to amend and reordain Article C (DISPOSITION OF ABANDONED,
UNATTENDED AND IMMOBILE MOTOR VEHICLES) of Chapter 8 (PARKING AND
TRAFFIC REGULATIONS) of Title 5 (TRANSPORTATION AND ENVIRONMENTAL
SERVICES) of the Code of the City of Alexandria, Virginia, 1981, as amended.

THE CITY COUNCIL OF ALEXANDRIA HEREBY ORDAINS:

Section 1. That Article C of the Code of the City of Alexandria, Virginia, 1981, as
amended, be, and the same hereby is, amended by deleting the text shown in strikethrough and
adding the text shown in underline as follows:

Sec. 5-8-21 Definitions.
The following terms shall, for purposes of this article, have the meanings set forth below:
(1) Motor vehicle or vehicle means any motor vehicle, trailer or semitrailer, or any part
thereof, as defined in section 46.2-100, Code of Virginia (1950), as amended.
(2) Abandoned motor vehicle means a motor vehicle that:
(a) weighs at least 75 pounds: and
(b) is left unattended on public property for a period of more than 48 hours in
violation of the Code of Virginia (1950), as amended, or this code; or
(be) is left unattended on the shoulder of a prlmary hlghway
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has the meaning ascrlbed to it in Sectlon 46. 2 1200 of the Code of Vlrglma ( 1950) as

amended.

(4) Authorized city official means any of the following persons: the chief of police; any
sworn member of the police department; the fire marshal; and any deputy fire marshal.

(5) Parking violation notice means a citation issued for the violation of a law relating to
the parking of motor vehicles or of any other law relating to motor vehicles for which a
parking citation may be issued.

(6) Scrap metal processor means any person who is engaged in the business of processing
motor vehicles into scrap for remelting purposes who, from a fixed location, utilizes
machinery and equipment for processing and manufacturing ferrous and nonferrous
metallic scrap into prepared grades, and whose principal product is metallic scrap.

(7) Vehicle removal certificate means a transferable document issued by the Virginia
Department of Motor Vehicles for any abandoned motor vehicle that authorizes the
removal and destruction of the vehicle.

(8) Department means the Virginia Department of Motor Vehicles.

(9) Commissioner means the Commissioner of the Virginia Department of Motor
Vehicles.
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Sec. 5-8-23 Report of removal to police chief.
It shall be the duty of the authorized city official directing the removal of any vehicle under
this article to cause a report of the removal to be made and forwarded to the pelice-chief-orthe



ehief's city manager or designee, stating, to the degree such information is available, the year,
make and model of the vehicle removed, its registration number and license plate number, the
location from which it was removed, and the reasons for the removal.

Sec. 5-8-24 Notice that vehicle has been impounded.
(a) The following notice must be provided for impeunded—abandeoned—metor—vehicles
impounded pursuant to this article:

(1) The authorized city official, a designee of the official or another city employee
designated by the city manager, directing the removal of any vehicle under this article,
shall, within 15 days of the impoundment of the motor vehicle. by registered or
certified mail, return receipt requested, provide notice to the owner of record of the
impounded vehicle. as shown in records maintained by the department: provided. that
the vehicle has not already been released from the impoundment facility. The notice
shall state the following: (i) the year, make. model and registration number of the
motor vehicle; (ii) the address where the vehicle is being held: and (iii) that the owner

and any person having a security interest in the vehicle may reclaim the vehicle within
15 days from the date of the notice. after payment of all towing and storage charges

resulting from the removal and storage of the vehicle.
(#2) The authorized city official, a designee of the official or another city employee

designated by the city manager, directing the removal of any vehicle under this article
shall initiate with the department, in a manner prescribed by the commissioner, a
search for the owner and/or lienholder of record of the motor vehicle, requesting the
name and address of the owner of record of the motor vehicle and all persons having
security interests in the motor vehicle on record with the department. The department
shall check: (i) its own records, (ii) the records of a nationally recognized crime
database, and (iii) records of a nationally recognized motor vehicle title database for
owner and lienholder information.
a. Ifa vehicle has been reported as stolen, the department shall notify the appropriate
law-enforcement agency of that fact.
b. If a vehicle has been found to have been titled in another jurisdiction, the
department shall notlfv the city of that _]urlsdlCtIOIl }ﬁ—eases—ef—memf—whieles

c. If the Bdepartment confirms owner or lienholder information, the department
shall notify the owner, at the last known address of record, and lienholder, at the
last known address of record, of the notice of interest in their vehicle, by certified
mail, return receipt requested, and advise them to reclaim and remove the vehicle
within 15 days, or, if the vehicle is a manufactured home or a mobile home, 120
days, from the date of notice. Such notice, when sent in accordance with these
requirements, shall be sufficient regardless of whether or not it was ever received.
Following the notice required in this subsection, if the motor vehicle remains
unclaimed, the owner and all persons having security interests in the motor
vehicle shall have waived all right, title, and interest in the motor vehicle.



Whenever a vehicle is shown by the department's records to be owned by a person
who has indicated that he is on active military duty or service, the department

shall notify the 01ty of such 1nf0rmat10n Aurpersen-having-at-thterest-such

person disposing of a vehicle under the provisions of this article shall determine
whether the provisions of the federal Servicemembers Civil Relief Act (50 U.S.C.

§ 3901 et seq.) (the Act) applv to the circumstances of such disposition. The

presence on a vehicle record of an indicator that the owner is on active military
duty or service shall be an indication that the Act may apply. However. should the

person determine that the Act applies. the indicator on the vehicle record shall not
satisfy any obligation under the Act to ascertain the owner's military status. nor

shall the absence of an indicator suffice to establish that the owner is not on active

military duty or service.

If records of the department contain no address for the owner or no address of any
person shown by the department's records to have a security interest, or if the
identity and addresses of the owner and all persons having security interests

cannot be determmed with reasonable certamty —the—e}ty—shall—ebtaﬁa—ffem—t-he

has contacted the 1urlsd1ct10n in which the vehicle was last titled, the person in
possession of the vehicle may proceed with the sale or disposal of the vehicle in
accordance with this article. However. if a vehicle record exists in another
jurisdiction that has refused to release the information to the department. the
person in possession of the vehicle shall assume all liability for proceeding with
such sale or disposal without written notice to the owner or lienholder of record.

The department shall provide to the person in possession of the vehicle a receipt

nd1cat1ng that the search reguested pursuant to this section has been completed




Editorial Note: This section is authorized pursuant to Code of Virginia §§ 46.2-1202. -1213. -
1215. and -1216.
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Sec. 5-8-27 Disposition of unrepessessed unreclaimed vehicles; proceeds of sale.
(a) If a motor vehicle impounded under this article is not repessessed-reclaimed as provided for
in section 5-8-24:
(1) the city shall obtain from the department a vehicle removal certificate in a manner
prescribed by the commissioner:;
(2) if the department finds no records for the vehicle. the vehicle may then be sold or
transferred to a licensee or a scrap metal processor, as defined in Virginia Code § 46.2-
1600 (1950) as amended. Upon such sale or transfer. the completed vehicle removal
certificate and receipt produced pursuant to section 5-8-24 shall be given to the
licensee or scrap metal processor; or
(3) if the city desires to sell the vehicle at public auction, the city shall post notice for at
least 21 days of its intent to auction the motor vehicle-with-the-department.
a. Postlngs of intent shall be in an electromc manner prescrlbed by the commxssmner

and shall mclude the vehicie
identification number and a description of each vehicle to be sold.

b. After the posting period has Dassed the vehicle may be sold at auction. The
purchaser of an 1mp0unded vehlcle at pubhc auctlon shaH—t-ake—Hﬂe—te—ﬂae—uehc—}e—&ee—ef—al-}

apply for a title such vehicle upon payment of the applicable fees and taxes. and by
supplying the department with the completed vehicle removal certificate and the receipt
produced pursuant to section 5-8-24. If the vehicle does not sell at auction. the person in
possession of the abandoned vehicle may apply for a title for such vehicle upon payment of

the applicable fees and taxes, and by suppling the department with the completed vehicle

removal certificate and the receipt produced pursuant to section 5-8-24. and a written
statement that the vehicle did not sell at auction.




Editorial Note: This section is authorized pursuant to Code of Virginia §§ 46.2-1200, -1213, -
1215, and -1216.

Sec. 5-8-28 Disposition of inoperable vehicles.
Notwithstanding any other provisions of this article to the contrary, any inoperable motor
vehicle which has been Impounded pursuant to this artlcle may be dlsposed of to a demolisher,
; = ] 35 ed; without the title
and the notlﬁcatlon procedures otherw1se required by thls article. Such demolisher shall be
properly licensed under the provisions of Section 46.2-1600 et seq. of the Code of Virginia
(1950). as amended. The demolisher, upon taking custody of such motor vehicle, shall notify the
department-ef—th&s—f&et on forms preﬂéed-by—ﬂ&e—dep&&meﬁ-t and in the manner prescribed by the
commissioner. Notwithstanding any other provision of law. no other report or notice shall be
required in this instance.

Editorial Note: This section is authorized pursuant to Code of Virginia § 46.2-1205.

Sec. 5-8-29 Surrender of certificate of title, etc., where motor vehicle acquired for
demolition or scrap metal processing; records to be kept by demolisher or scrap
metal processor




Pursuant to the authority granted by section 46.2-1206 of the Code of Virginia (1950). as
amended. which relates to the surrender of certificates of title where motor vehicle acquired for
demolition. is hereby adopted and incorporated in its entirety into this chapter as if it was fully

set forth herein.
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Section 2. That Article C as amended pursuant to Sectj of this ordinance, be,
and the same hereby is, reordained as part of the City of Alexandria City Code.

Section 3. That this ordinance shall become efféctive uporf the date and at the time
of its final passage.

ZJUSTIN M/WILSON

ATTEST:

@A. Sitton, MC City Clerk
inal Passage: May 14, 2022




