
Docket #10 

BAR2022-00041 

Old and Historic Alexandria District 

May 5, 2022 

ISSUE:  Certificate of Appropriateness for alterations 

APPLICANT: Unit Owners Association of Potowmack Crossing Condominium 

LOCATION:  Old and Historic Alexandria District 

1600 – 1734  West Abingdon Dr.  

ZONE:   RC/High density apartment zone. 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Staff recommends approval of the Certificate of Appropriateness for alterations with the following 

conditions: 

1. The applicant installs inoperable shutters that are constructed of wood or a solid-through-

the-core, millable composite material with a smooth finish. The replacement shutters

should also be sized to fit the opening and match the existing design. Updated material

specifications must be submitted to confirm compliance with the BAR Policies for

Administrative Approval; OR,

2. The applicant removes of the existing shutters without installing new replacement shutters.

GENERAL NOTES TO THE APPLICANT 

1. APPEAL OF DECISION:  In accordance with the Zoning Ordinance, if the Board of Architectural Review

denies or approves an application in whole or in part, the applicant or opponent may appeal the Board’s

decision to City Council on or before 14 days after the decision of the Board.

2. COMPLIANCE WITH BAR POLICIES:  All materials must comply with the BAR’s adopted policies unless

otherwise specifically approved.

3. BUILDING PERMITS:  Most projects approved by the Board of Architectural Review require the issuance

of one or more construction permits by Department of Code Administration (including signs).  The applicant

is responsible for obtaining all necessary construction permits after receiving Board of Architectural Review

approval.  Contact Code Administration, Room 4200, City Hall, 703-746-4200 for further information.

4. ISSUANCE OF CERTIFICATES OF APPROPRIATENESS AND PERMITS TO DEMOLISH: Applicants

must obtain a copy of the Certificate of Appropriateness or Permit to Demolish PRIOR to applying for a

building permit.  Contact BAR Staff, Room 2100, City Hall, 703-746-3833, or

preservation@alexandriava.gov for further information.

5. EXPIRATION OF APPROVALS NOTE:  In accordance with Sections 10-106(B), 10-206(B) and 10-307 of

the Zoning Ordinance, any Board of Architectural Review approval will expire 12 months from the date of

issuance if the work is not commenced and diligently and substantially pursued by the end of that 12-month

period.

6. HISTORIC PROPERTY TAX CREDITS:  Applicants performing extensive, certified rehabilitations of

historic properties may separately be eligible for state and/or federal tax credits.  Consult with the Virginia

Department of Historic Resources (VDHR) prior to initiating any work to determine whether the proposed

project may qualify for such credits. 

http://www.dhr.virginia.gov/tax_credits/tax_credit.htm
http://www.dhr.virginia.gov/tax_credits/tax_credit.htm


Docket #10 

BAR2022-00041 

Old and Historic Alexandria District  

  May 5, 2022 

 

 

 

  

2



Docket #10 

BAR2022-00041 

Old and Historic Alexandria District  

  May 5, 2022 

 

 

 

I. APPLICANT’S PROPOSAL   

 

The applicant requests a Certificate of Appropriateness to replace the existing shutters with vinyl, 

inoperable, sized to match shutters, at 1600 West Abingdon Drive.   

 

II. HISTORY 

The apartment complex, originally known as the Abingdon Apartments, was constructed between  

1942 and 1945.  It was one of many garden apartment type complexes constructed in Alexandria  

beginning in 1939 and continuing through the war years as the city sought to accommodate the  

growing population resulting from the buildup in governmental and defense industry employment.   

The southern, and somewhat later, northern end of Washington Street became the focus of  

apartment complex development.  The northern end of town where the Abingdon was constructed  

had been characterized by undeveloped land and miscellaneous industrial operations, but rapidly  

developed into a locus of garden style apartment complexes, including Bashford Hall Apartments  

(402-418 Bashford Lane, 1942-1943), Harbor Terrace Apartments (1301-1417 East Abingdon  

Drive and 509-607 Bashford Lane, 1943-1944), Locharbor Gardens Apartments (500-614  

Bashford Lane, 1939-1940) and Mason Hall Apartments (1420 West Abingdon Drive, 1949).   

Alexandria’s garden apartments were almost always designed in the Colonial Revival style and  

many took the names of historic sites in the area.  Thus Abingdon, with its red brick, Colonial style  

door surrounds and cupolas was named for the Abingdon, the 18th century Alexander-Custis  

Plantation located along the George Washington Memorial Parkway on the grounds of the Reagan  

National Airport.  

 

The complex was converted from apartments to condominiums in the mid-1980s, at which time it  

assumed the name Potowmack Crossing.  The BAR approved a series of alterations in 1985,  

including site improvements, signage, installation of new windows, new entry doors and exterior  

light fixtures (BAR Case #s 85-155, 8/14/1985; 85-54, 5/1/85; 85-139, 7/10/1985).  In 1999, the  

BAR approved the current freestanding sign at the south end of the complex (BAR Case #98-

00041,4/16/1999).  In 2007, the BAR approved an application to replace all existing doors and  

door surrounds, sills, exterior light fixtures and intercom panels (BAR 2007-0094, 6/6/2007).  

 

In 2008, the BAR approved replacement windows in a composite material (Fibrex) in a different  

light configuration, that would more closely match the original steel casement windows, with a  

number of conditions (See Attachment 3 for BAR2010-00229, 9/1/2010). In 2018, the BAR 

approved the installation of  replacement fiberglass windows to match the existing multilight light 

configuration (2018-00453). 

 

III. ANALYSIS   

 

The Design Guidelines states that window and door shutters are an important visual detail of the 

overall composition of the building and serve both functional and decorative purposes. Shutters 

can be an important means of regulating sunlight and protecting the interior of a structure during 

severe weather. In addition, shutters serve as a means of clearly defining the openings or voids in 

a building façade. Inappropriate shutters can detract from the design integrity of a building and 

create a false impression of the architectural character of a structure.  
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The applicant proposes to replace the existing vinyl shutters with vinyl, inoperable shutters which 

do not comply with the Design Guidelines and BAR Policies for Administrative Approval. The 

Design Guidelines state that shutters should be hinged and operable. It also discourages the 

installation of inoperable, decorative shutters. The BAR Policies for Administrative Approval states 

that shutters should be constructed of wood or a solid-through-the-core, millable composite 

material with a smooth finish.  

 

Photographic documentation shows that the original shutters were not operable. However, staff 

also couldn’t locate any approval for the installation of the existing vinyl shutters. Given this 

information, staff supports the installation of inoperable shutters that are constructed of wood or a 

solid-through-the-core, millable composite material with a smooth finish. The replacement 

shutters should also be sized to fit the opening and match the existing design. The shutter-style 

labeled alternate #2 would comply with the design requirement. Updated material specifications 

must be submitted to confirm compliance with the BAR Policies for Administrative Approval. 

Alternately, because the property consists of Colonial Revival-style buildings and the existing 

shutters are solely for decorative purposes, staff also supports the removal of the existing shutters 

without the installation of new replacement shutters.  

With the conditions above, staff recommends approval of the project.  

 

STAFF 

Amirah Lane,  Historic Preservation Planner, Planning & Zoning 

Tony LaColla, AICP, Land Use Services Division Chief, Planning & Zoning 

 

III. CITY DEPARTMENT COMMENTS  

Legend: C- code requirement  R- recommendation  S- suggestion  F- finding 

 

Zoning  

F-1 The proposed replacement shutters comply with zoning. 

 

Code Administration 

F-1 No code comment for scope of work described: replace exterior shutters in-kind. 

Transportation and Environmental Services 

F-1 After a review of the information provided, an approved grading plan is not required at 

this time.  Please note that if any changes are made to the plan it is suggested that T&ES 

be included in the review. (T&ES) 

 

C-1 The applicant shall comply with the City of Alexandria’s Solid Waste Control, Title 5, 

Chapter 1, which sets forth the requirements for the recycling of materials (Sec. 5-1-99). 

(T&ES) 

 

C-2 The applicant shall comply with the City of Alexandria's Noise Control Code, Title 11, 

Chapter 5, which sets the maximum permissible noise level as measured at the property 
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line. (T&ES) 

 

C-3 Roof, surface, and sub-surface drains are connected to the public storm sewer system, if 

available, by a continuous underground pipe.  Where storm sewer is not available applicant 

must provide a design to mitigate the impact of stormwater drainage onto adjacent 

properties and to the satisfaction of the Director of Transportation & Environmental 

Services.  (Sec.5-6-224) (T&ES) 

 

C-4 All secondary utilities serving this site shall be placed underground. (Sec. 5-3-3) (T&ES) 

 

C-5 Any work within the right-of-way requires a separate permit from T&ES. (Sec. 5-2) 

(T&ES) 
 

C-6 All improvements to the city right-of-way such as curbing, sidewalk, driveway aprons, 

etc. must be city standard design. (Sec. 5-2-1) (T&ES) 

 

Alexandria Archaeology  

F-2 No code comment for scope of work described: replace exterior shutters in-kind. 

 

V.        ATTACHMENTS 

 

1 – Supplemental Materials  

2 – Application for BAR 2022-00041: 1600 – 1734  West Abingdon Dr. 
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This is a condominium
and there is a UOA, but

no HOA. The UPA
owns the building

exteriors and is the entity
undertaking the project.

1600-1734 W. Abingdon Drive

035.04-0A RC

Unit Owners Association of Potowmack Crossing Condominium

1600 W. Abingdon Drive

Alexandria VA 22314

703-540-1414 potowmackcrossing@gmail.com

X Engineer

Chris Kelley (Thomas Downey, Ltd.) 540-818-4583

cjkelley@tdlengineers.com

Unit Owners Association of Potowmack Crossing Condominium

1600 W. Abingdon Drive

Alexandria VA 22314

703-548-1414 potowmackcrossing@gmail.com
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X

Replacement of existing shutters in-kind - see attached documents for details.

7



X

X

X
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X

X

X

X
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1600 W. Abingdon 100%

1600 W. Abingdon 100%

None None

UOA of Potowmack Crossin

UOA of Potowmack Crossin

UOA of Potowmack Crossin
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 -Photograph #1-

Potowmack Crossing Condominium
Typical Existing Shutter Conditions
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-Photograph #2-

Potowmack Crossing Condominium
Typical Existing Shutter Conditions
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Mismatched shutters - Style and color
differ from all others on this elevation

-Photograph #3-
Potowmack Crossing Condominium
Typical Existing Shutter Conditions

Paint peeling from
shutters
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Fastener failure -
Top of shutter no
longer secured to

wall

Paint is peeling from
this shutter

-Photograph #4-

Potowmack Crossing Condominium
Typical Existing Shutter Conditions

Missing shutter
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-Photograph #5-

Potowmack Crossing Condominium
Typical Original Shutter Conditions

(circa 1942)

The original shutters
were not operable -
see next two photos
for example details
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There is are no
shutter hinges or

shutter dogs.

This is a hinge for
the metal casement

window

 -Photograph #6-

Potowmack Crossing Condominium
Typical Original Shutter Conditions

(circa 1942)
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-Photograph #7-

Potowmack Crossing Condominium
Typical Existing Shutter Conditions

Fastener holes from
wood nailers

Wood nailer used to
fasten shutters to

building walls

Fastener heads

There are no holes
or other evidence on

the brick returns
adjacent to the

windows
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-Photograph #8-

Potowmack Crossing Condominium
Proposed New Shutters

Alternate 1

Raised Panel
Sized to match existing shutters
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-Photograph #9-

Potowmack Crossing Condominium
Proposed New Shutters

Alternate 2

Louvered with arched top. (Also available with a
straight top)

Sized to match existing shutters

Note the lack of
evidence of previous

shutter hunges
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