


















































insure the safety of the parents, students and staff of the school as well as the drivers and
pedestrians traversing the area BEFORE approving this SUP.

As to Parking, this issue too should be analyzed as the 35 staff members will need spaces
throughout the day, as will parents that want to enter the building and talk with teachers or
staff during drop off or pick up, and visitors and parents throughout the day, especially those in
the proposed Child-Parent program. While still inadequate, the 14 spaces that originally were
part of the premises will be removed to create a playground, thus exacerbating the issue.
Nearby alternatives, such as the Wells Fargo parking lot could be investigated. This situation
should be analyzed and addressed BEFORE approving the SUP and the entire neighborhood
bears the negative impact.

Thank you for your time, and consideration of these important issues.
Sincerely,

Anthony Priest

433 N. Columbus Street

Alexandria, VA 22314

Summary of “6. Number of children at the site at any one time and their ages” taken from the
SUP

Maximum
Early Childhood Day Center 80
Preschool (3-6 yrs old) 32
Kindergarden (4-6 yrs old) 48
Grades Program (1% - 5t") 75

225
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From: Susan Michels <susandmichels@gmail.com>

Sent: Friday, April 22, 2022 1:26 PM

To: CouncilComment@alexandriava.gov

Cc: : Jeff Michels

Subject: [EXTERNAL]JComment for City Council Public Hearing 4/23

g You don't often get email from susandmichels@gmail.com. Learn why this is important

Dear City Council Members:

We are writing as parents of a kindergartener at the Potomac Crescent Waldorf School (PCWS) and offer this comment
as part of Item 11 - Special Use Permit for Potomac Crescent Waldorf School #2021-00128, during the April 23, 2022
council meeting.

It has come to our attention that some neighbors have raised concerns about the school’s planned new location at 424
N. Washington Street, under the guise of potential safety concerns of the proposed parking plan for school pick-up and
drop-offs. We understand this parking plan was proposed by the city, which would seem to have taken into
consideration many factors, with safety being foremost!

Potomac Crescent has always put the safety and well-being of our children front and center. We have seen this firsthand
since our daughter enrolled in the PCWS early childhood programs in 2018.

The current drop-off and pick-up schedule is a perfect example of PCWS’ commitment to children’s safety. We have
staggered arrival and pick-up times based on programs and grades, so there is not mass confusion. The process is swift
and moves efficiently — even with car seats and the buckling that entails! Our daughter is currently in the largest class at
the school and our time at the school is minimal.

We also regularly carpool with another family; and often pick up friends in the grades and have found those pick-ups
seamless.

We believe any city that wants to see children thrive would welcome a school like PCWS. PCWS believes in the
preservation of childhood. In the early childhood programs that means a strong emphasis on rich, imaginative child-
directed play and being outdoors (in all kinds of weather: rain or shine, snow or heat, sometimes all in the same week
but that’s a letter for another time!). The school’s approach to literacy in the early years is also developmentally
appropriate, such as through songs, verses and stories. This is precisely the type of early childhood program experts
advise parents to seek out.

We recognize we have been extraordinarily privileged to be able to send our child to this school during the pandemic.
That she was able to attend safely, in-person. We wish every child had that opportunity and could attend a school like
this.

We mention this because it is another example of Potomac Crescent’s commitment to the safety and well-being of its
school community. This is a school that spent countless hours working in tandem with the Alexandria Department of
Health to develop a detailed Covid plan that allowed it to open safely in-person, before there were vaccines available to
anyone, let alone teachers and young children.

It was precisely because we trusted the staff’s thoughtfulness when it came to the safety of our child that we decided to
send our daughter in-person. And we would trust them to do the same at the new location.

Thank you for taking the time to consider our comments in this process.



Sincerely,

Susan and Jeff Michels

DISCLAIMER: This message was sent from outside the City of Alexandria email system.
DO NOT CLICK any links or download attachments unless the contents are from a trusted source.
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From: Rod Rodriguez <rrmanor@gmail.com>
Sent: Friday, April 22, 2022 3:11 PM
To: CouncilComment@alexandriava.gov
Cc: Paul Nary; Josh Hartman
Subject: [EXTERNAL]Special Use permit Approval for Potomac Cresent Waldorf School

% You don't often get email from rrmanor@gmail.com:Learn why this is important
Dear Council,

As an Alexandria resident and Board member of the Potomac Crescent Waldorf School, | would like express my support for
the Special Use Permits (SUP) up for City of Alexandria Council approval on 23 April 2022. The Potomac Crescent Waldorf
School (PCWS) has been a contributing member of the Alexandria community for many years. In the past, the school has relied
on partnerships with local churches to find a home. That has worked until it didn’t. The issue would usually revolve around a
change of leadership at the church, and a desire for the new pastor to set their own priorities as is their right. This past year
the board at PCWS undertook the task of moving the school to a nearby commercial property that would afford a long term
lease and a more secure foundation for our Alexandria families. We were fortunate to find a wonderful property at 424 North
Washington Street. The good news was that it was a mere few blocks north on Washington Street from our current location
across from the Lyceum on South Washington Street. Additionally, the school is used to the pickup-drop off plan proposed by
the City of Alexandria staff and approved by the city’s own Transportation & Environmental Services Department. PCWS has
been operating under a similar plan at its current South Washington Street location during the past year without incident. If
anything, moving to the southbound side of Washington Street, opposite the normal flow of commuter traffic, would lessen
any conflicts further.

Help us keep this wonderful school in the City of Alexandria. | hope the Council can see fit to follow their own Planning
Board’s unanimous recommendation for approval of the the SUP for the Potomac Crescent Waldorf School to begin
operations at 424 North Washington Street. Thank you

v/r,
Rod Rodriguez

Board Member
Potomac Crescent Waldorf School

DISCLAIMER: This message was sent from outside the City of Alexandria email system.
DO NOT CLICK any links or download attachments unless the contents are from a trusted source.



CounciIComment@aIexandriava.gov

From: Zaynab Aden <zmaden@gmail.com>
Sent: Friday, April 22, 2022 2:59 PM

To: CouncilComment@alexandriava.gov
Subject: [EXTERNAL]

i

.~ You don't often get email from zmaden@gmail.com. Learn why this is important

bood afternoon,
I hope this reaches you well.

| am writing as a proud parent of the Potomac Crescent Waldorf School community. | have had
children at the school since 2017.

| have seen the school administration and staff pivot so seamlessly when the Covid pandemic hit,
and ever since then | have been thoroughly impressed with their ability to create stability for the
children on every level you can imagine.

Because of my experience with the school, they have the full confidence of my husband and I to
ensure the safety and security of our children

A few ways they have gone above and beyond to be mindful of the load on parents and our Old
Town community:

e Pick-up/Drop-off times at PCWS have been staggered, resulting in even distribution of traffic
and short wait times to unload or load our children;

» Teachers work together in groups to ensure even a group of children as small as 10 are
escorted to their car safely and efficiently.

e Arranging carpool with parents driving multiple children in their cars;

» The PCWS Administration and Faculty have managed drop-off and pick-up of the children very
well, inspiring our confidence that they will continue to do the same at the school's new
location.

While all of this is important, | fruly believe that schools like PCWS will make Old Town even better. The
children love their school community and we are raising the next generation of stewards of their
neighborhood and community.

DISCLAIMER: This message was sent from outside the City of Alexandria email system.
DO NOT CLICK any links or download attachments unless the contents are from a trusted source.



George Best, 421 N. Columbus St.
Re: Docket item 11, City Council meeting 4/23/2022

My name is George Best. I live at 421 North Columbus St., which is
diagonally adjacent to the proposed school.

I'm here today because I think that the proposal to use for 24 North
Washington St. as a school is the wrong use for the property. I believe that for many

reasons, most of which other people will present to you as part of statements.

Instead of spending my time repeating our concerns regarding the safety of
the parents and children during the drop-off process in the pickup process on N.
Washington St. and in the faulty assumptions underlying the school’s proposed
drop-off and pickup process, I'd like to spend some time today addressing other
problems with the proposed SUP. In particular, I'd like to address the shortcomings

of several of the conditions staff imposed on the SUP.

First, a proposed change to condition 3. As written, this condition allows the
Director of Planning & Zoning to revisit the pick up and drop off plan. I request that
this review be made mandatory on an annual basis so that the plan is revised to

reflect the effect of changes in the school’s enrollment.

Second, I request clarification of the enrollment limit specified in condition 4.
In the application, the Applicant proposes an early childhood program with an
enrollment of 80 students, a 75 student grade school, and Parent-Child
programming with an additional 30 child participants. See page 5, item 5A of the
application. This is a total of 185 students, 30 parents, and school staff. As written,
Condition 4 does not mention the Parent-Child programming or appear to place any
limit on the number of participants in that programming. I ask that the condition
be rewritten to clarify that the total number of parents and children participating in
the Parent-Child programming count against the 155 student limit set forth in the

Condition.

Third, I suggest that the grammatical error in condition 12 be fixed by adding

the missing commas to the sentence. The first sentence should read: “Trash and



George Best, 421 N. Columbus St.
Re: Docket item 11, City Council meeting 4/23/2022

garbage shall be stored inside or in sealed containers that do not allow odors to

escape, invasion by animals, or leaking.”

Fourth, I request that condition 13 be amended to require Applicant to pick
up litter in the private alley where their dumpsters will be located. As written, the
condition only requires them to pick up litter in public rights-of-way and public

spaces. The private alley is neither.

Fifth, I request a new condition that prohibits Applicant from leaving its
dumpsters at the end of the alley or on Oronoco Street oh trash pickup days. If, as is
common practice, Applicant rolls its dumpsters to the end of the alley after the
night before or the morning of trash pickup day and leaves them for the garbage
service to pick up, the dumpsters will either block the alley entrance, or the
entrance to the off-street parking on either side of the alley and will continue to do
so until they are returned after the dumpsters are emptied. Because the alley is too
narrow for a garbage truck to enter, when the garbage truck arrives, the workers
performing the pickup should be required to get the dumpsters from their storage
space on Applicant’s property, take them to the truck to be emptied, and return
them to the storage space. That way the dumpsters will not block alley access or the

neighboring offstreet parking entrances.

Sixth, I request a new condition requiring Applicants to contract with the
Alexander Police Department to have an officer available to direct traffic during the
drop-off and pickup times. Condition 3 requires the applicant to “ensure that traffic
does not back up or cause traffic circulation issues on N. Washington St. or Oronoco
Street.” St. Mary’s School has two police officers to direct traffic during their drop-
off and pickup times. While St. Mary’s is a larger school, it is located at the end of a
dead-end street. They need two police officers to direct traffic. Based on this
experience, is reasonable to expect that at least one person to direct traffic on a

busy street like North Washington will be necessary.



George Best, 421 N. Columbus St.
Re: Docket item 11, City Council meeting 4/23/2022

Seventh, I request a new condition requiring Applicants to store their
dumpsters on their property. I realize that the Staff's presentation states that this
will be the case, but the conceptual drawing included in the SUP does not show any

space for such storage.

Eighth, at the March 19, 2022 meeting with the neighbors, Joshua Hartman,
who I understand is the chairman of the school’s board of directors represented that
the parking lot would be converted to “open space” and that there would be no
playground equipment. I request a new condition that reflects this representation
and holds Applicant to the promises it made to its neighbors. I note that the
drawing included in the SUP shows playground equipment.

Ninth, at the March 19, 2022 meeting with the neighbors, Mr. Hartman
represented that the open space would only be used between the hours of 10:30 AM
and 1:30 PM. Reflecting this representation, I request a new condition that limits
the use of the open space to between 10:00 AM and 2:00 PM. The Planning
Commission indicated that they did not want to interfere with the operation of the
school in this manner. However, SUPs for other types of businesses routinely place
limits on their outdoor operations, especially those which adversely affect their

neighbors.

In summary, Staff's proposed conditions appear to reflect a process in which
neither Staff nor the Planning Commission gave much thought to the realities of
the day-to-day operation of a school at the proposed location. My conclusion is

supported by several pieces of evidence:

1) Staff appears not to have visited the site. Staff told the planning
commission that the alley behind the school is 16 feet wide. If they had visited the
site, they would know that the initial part of the alley is only 9 feet wide and is
bordered on both sides by brick walls. Moreover, if the building owners follow the
proposed conceptual drawing provided in the SUP and construct a fence or wall of

the property line to define the boundary of the “open space,” the entirety of the alley



George Best, 421 N. Columbus St.
Re: Docket item 11, City Council meeting 4/23/2022

will only be 9 feet wide. Staff's error impacted the Planning Commission’s

deliberations in several ways.

2) Staff appears not to have been aware of the Emergency Vehicle
Easement until it one of my neighbors pointed it out in a letter to the Planning

Commission.

3) The Planning Commission was visibly annoyed when they were
informed that this sup would have to be removed from the consent docket and

become the subject of a public hearing.

4) It was apparent from the outset of the Commission’s deliberations that
they were determined to recommend approval of this SUP. It was clear that they
did not seriously consider any of the concerns raised in the public testimony.
Indeed, one commissioner dismiss concerns about the ramp at speeding and red
light running on Washington Street by words to the effect of “I plan for the city I
want, not the city that it is. I don’t want to accept high speeds on Washington
Street.” The logical inference from this statement is that the parents and children
at the proposed school in danger in order to create congestion which she hoped
would slow traffic. I don’t think that she literally meant to this, I just think that she
hadn’t fully thought through her statements.

I ask that you consider my proposed changes and additional conditions in the
event that Council decides to approve the SUP so that at least some of the ill effects

of this unsuitable intensification of use are mitigated.



CouncilComment@alexandriava.gov

From: Gina Wimpey <montefusco.gina@gmail.com>
Sent: Friday, April 22, 2022 4:21 PM

To: CouncilComment@alexandriava.gov

Subject: [EXTERNAL]PCWS support

[You don't often get email from montefusco.gina@gmail.com. Learn why this is important at
http://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderidentification.]

I am writing as a long time parent of the Potomac Crescent Waldorf school to express my support of their very solid
management of parking for their special use permit application. All of the staff and teachers and parents of PCWS are
extremely conscientious, timely, and excellent stewards of any neighborhood they are a part of. We are so pleased at
the school staying in old town, and no the school will continue it's excellent management of parking with staggered
times, clear communication, and good time management.

Best,
Gina Wimpey

DISCLAIMER: This message was sent from outside the City of Alexandria email system.
DO NOT CLICK any links or download attachments unless the contents are from a trusted source.



CouncilComment@alexandriava.gov —

From: Teresa Ball <teresasusan@mac.com>

Sent: Friday, April 22, 2022 4:16 PM

To: CouncilComment@alexandriava.gov

Subject: [EXTERNAL]Potomac Crescent Waldorf School --Support for Special Use Permit #
2021-00128

Dear City Council Members,

| am writing to voice my support for Potomac Crescent Waldorf School's (PCWS) Special Use
Permit #2021-00128 application. My family resides in Alexandria City, and we have full confidence in the
school’s ability to ensure the safety and security of its students. Our daughter is a rising second grader and
has attended the school the past two years. With the move to Old Town Alexandria this past year, we have
been impressed by the way the pick-up/drop-off plan for the students was thought through and executed this
year. The school has staggered arrival and departure times, so that | am normally parked less than a minute
while my child enters school each morning. The afternoon pick-up is equally smooth, and there is little to no
disruption to the surrounding businesses and residences. Many of the students carpool together, also
reducing the number of cars entering and exiting the school.

Old Town needs more schools like PCWS. The curriculum encourages children’s imagination and
independence. Our daughter has thrived in the school, and her confidence and knowledge of the world has
increased dramatically. One of the greatest assets of the school is its faculty and leadership. Each morning my
daughter is met by one of the school administration or faculty, and is addressed with a smile and by name (the
entire staff knows the names of every child). She feels safe at the school, and | feel safe entrusting her to the
care of the teachers and staff. From drop-off at school to walks to the park to in-class activities, | am never in
doubt that her teachers always look after her best interests and those of her fellow students. My husband
and | have every confidence in the school to maintain a safe school environment.

Potomac Crescent Waldorf School is an asset to Alexandria, and | expect the City Council agrees. It is one of
the major reasons why we love living where we do.

Sincerely,

Teresa Ball
Parent of PCWS 1st grader



CouncilComment@alexa ndriava.gov

From: Juliana Wineman <julianawineman@gmail.com>
Sent: Friday, April 22, 2022 4:28 PM
To: CouncilComment@alexandriava.gov

Subject: [EXTERNAL]Supporting PCWS Playground Plans

§ You don't often get email fromjulianawineman@gmail.com. Learn why this is important

To whom it may concern,

I am in full support of the Potomac Crescent Waldorf School (PCWS) building a playground which is instrumental in
having the school operational and the students thriving, since play is kids’ number one way of learning and
communicating. Here are additional points why this playground is of utmost importance for PCWS:
« Based on my experience, PCWS' drop-off/pick-up operations have been consistently
safe, effective and efficient;
e | have full confidence in the ability of PCWS to ensure the safety and security of our
children;
o Pick-up/Drop-off times at PCWS have been staggered, resulting in even distribution of
traffic and short wait times to unload or load our children;
e« Many of us carpool or drive multiple children in our cars;
¢« The PCWS Administration and Faculty have managed drop-off and pick-up of the
children very well, inspiring our confidence that they will continue to do the same at the
school's new location;
e We need schools like PCWS in Old Town Alexandria! Their approach is fundamental.

Please allow them to do the work they need to cause the impact we parents want them to
cause, not only for our families but also to our communities.

All the best,
Juliana Wineman
(202) 744-7759

Sent from my iPhone

DISCLAIMER: This message was sent from outside the City of Alexandria email system.
DO NOT CLICK any links or download attachments unless the contents are from a trusted source.



CouncilComment@alexand riava.gov

From: Tyler Overstreet <tyleroverstreet@gmail.com>
Sent: Friday, April 22, 2022 4:58 PM
To: CouncilComment@alexandriava.gov

" Subject: [EXTERNAL]Comment on SUP #2021-00128

You don't often get email from tyleroverstreet@gmail.com. Learn why this is important

Council members,

I write as a resident at 425 North Columbus Street in opposition to the Special Use Permit #2021-00128. The applicant
has failed to work with the neighbors in good faith to resolve issues with the conversion of a long-time office building
into a school housing 200+ children and faculty. This approval should be delayed until we can come to some
compromise solutions on a number of issues.

We have lived through massive construction on our block, the shaking of our houses for the building of the Sunrise
facility, cracked plaster and sewer lines, and reduced parking from these new developments. We dutifully bear these
costs in addition to the costs associated with being the’stewards of our 130+ year-old houses. We understand
development, we welcome our neighbors in assisted living and are willing to work with a potential school, but we do
have concerns.

| respectfully request a delay in the approval of this application and a plan and resolution to a number of issues:

1) Pickup and dropoff on GW parkway is not a good idea. This is basic sense. We can talk about plans to reduce
the risk but drop off on a major highway artery is risky. The intersection of Washington and Oronoco has 20
accidents reported on Zero Vision Viewer and one pedestrian was seriously injured in April 2019. The school
needs a better plan for drop off and pick up. There is a parking lot behind Wells Fargo on Princess that could be
considered as a safer drop off spot.

2) Fence line, trash and rodent plan. There will be food debris, diapers, and other trash resulting from the
school. The current plan leaves no room for dumpsters, or the pickup of trash and in fact has the fence line
going all the way to the alley with zero of the necessary space to store, access, and remove trash. The fence line
also reduces access to the back of our homes and long-standing parking on multiple properties off of the alley.
The plan needs to include sufficient space for dumpsters, push the fence line back, and include a plan to manage
the increased rodent activity that will certainly occur.

3) Parking. There is almost zero chance that late arriving students and their parents will park three blocks away
and walk. Teachers will drive and park on the street, and the current plan will reduce our ability to use our off-
street parking, while reducing our ability to park on the street.

| was able to flip through the letters sent in support and opposition to this application. Not one person in support lives in
the Old Town neighborhood. This is actually where we live; this is our neighborhood and our home. We have small
children and value education; we send our children to Jefferson-Houston, and invest in making our public schools places

where everyone can be included and succeed. We hope that you will consider our feedback and address our concerns
before moving forward with this application.

Thanks,



Tyler Cromer

DISCLAIMER: This message was sent from outside the City of Alexandria email system.
DO NOT CLICK any links or download attachments unless the contents are from a trusted source.



CounciIComment@alexandriava.gov

From: Zach Cromer <zachcromer@gmail.com>
Sent: Friday, April 22, 2022 4:57 PM

To: CouncilComment@alexandriava.gov
Subject: [EXTERNAL]Special Use Permit 2021-00128

You don't often get email from zachcromer@gmail.com. Learn why this is important

I live at 425 North Columbus Street and have concerns with regard to Special Use Permit 2021-00128. Having
two small children of my own, | understand the need for childhood education and childcare and applaud those
who are in that profession. However, | think having a school on a busy street such as Washington Street is not
in the best interest of the Children and the community.

According to the Vision Zero reports for Alexandria, intersections are amongst the most likely areas for
accidents and there have been numerous accidents up and down Washington Street, which is a major
thoroughfare. That being the case, Washington Street is not an ideal location for dropping off and picking up
children.

While there is a plan to have faculty to facilitate with pickup and drop-off and the claim that all pickups and
drop-offs will be curbside, for those who drive multiple children to the school (siblings and carpools, which
have been confirmed by current parents of the school) there is nothing to sufficiently address how children
who are in the driver’s side rear seat will be safely escorted in and out of the car. Given that there are
children from infancy to fifth grade, it stands to reason that children will be in car seats, where they are
restrained. Speaking from experience, young children cannot unbuckle themselves from the various latches in
the car seat, and for cars that are not spacious and do not have egress across the seat and door across the car,
they have to be removed from the driver’s side of the vehicle, with someone unbuckling them. Not only does
the unbuckling and removal of the children take more time than allotted for in the Special Use Permit, it
stands to reason that this would be taking place in the street, with open car doors actually on Washington
Street itself. This point has not been sufficiently addressed in the Special Use Permit and was not addressed in
the Planning Commission Hearing. This scenario creates a much higher likelihood of an unfortunate accident
occurring.

While the applicant has claimed success of pickup, that has not taken place on Washington Street and not with
the large numbers that are proposed by applicant, anticipating significant growth.

Lastly, protocols can be created to try to minimize danger, but the protocols do not necessarily remove the
danger from the road which is substantial and has been documented by Vision Zero. We can control the
position that we put our children in and that should be one of the considerations of the City Council. There
should be a delay in consideration of this special use permit until these issues are properly addressed.

Sincerely,
Zach Cromer




| live at 425 North Columbus Street and have concerns with regard to Special Use Permit 2021-
00128. Having two small children of my own, | understand the need for childhood education
and childcare and applaud those who are in that profession. However, | think having a school
on a busy street such as Washington Street is not in the best interest of the Children and the
community.

According to the Vision Zero reports for Alexandria, intersections are amongst the most likely
areas for accidents and there have been numerous accidents up and down Washington Street,
which is a major thoroughfare. That being the case, Washington Street is not an ideal location
for dropping off and picking up children.

While there is a plan to have faculty to facilitate with pickup and drop-off and the claim that all
pickups and drop-offs will be curbside, for those who drive multiple children to the school
(siblings and carpools, which have been confirmed by current parents of the school) there is
nothing to sufficiently address how children who are in the driver’s side rear seat will be safely
escorted in and out of the car. Given that there are children from infancy to fifth grade, it
stands to reason that children will be in car seats, where they are restrained. Speaking from
experience, young children cannot unbuckle themselves from the various latches in the car
seat, and for cars that are not spacious and do not have egress across the seat and door across
the car, they have to be removed from the driver’s side of the vehicle, with someone
unbuckling them. Not only does the unbuckling and removal of the children take more time
than allotted for in the Special Use Permit, it stands to reason that this would be taking place in
the street, with open car doors actually on Washington Street itself. This point has not been
sufficiently addressed in the Special Use Permit and was not addressed in the Planning
Commission Hearing. This scenario creates a much higher likelihood of an unfortunate accident
occurring.

While the applicant has claimed success of pickup, that has not taken place on Washington
Street and not with the large numbers that are proposed by applicant, anticipating significant
growth.



CouncilComment@alexandriava.gov

From: Corie Driscoll <coriedriscoll@yahooc.com>

Sent: Friday, April 22, 2022 6:54 PM

To: CouncilComment@alexandriava.gov

Subject: [EXTERNAL}In Support: PCWS's Special Use Permit

§ You don't often-get email from coriedriscoll@yahoo.com. Learn why this is important

Dear Council,

Ahead of the Saturday, April 23rd City Council hearing concerning Potomac Crescent Waldorf School's Special Permit, |
write to support Potomac Crescent Waldorf School (hereinafter PCWS). Potomac Crescent is an amazing school with a
stellar record of child safety.

It is my understanding that neighbors of PCWS's future location on N. Washington are opposing its Special Use Permit
(hereinafter SPU), because they believe PCWS's proposed pickup-dropoff plan is unsafe due to traffic conditions on North
Washington Street. It is further my understanding that this plan was first proposed by the City of Alexandria and further
confirmed as safe by the City's Transportation and Environmental Services department.

As a parent of three children who attended PCWS for six years, | can firmly attest that PCWS would never, ever propose,
create, or execute any plan that presents the slightest danger to its young students and their families. My children
attended PCWS, in large part, because it is such a caring and nurturing community of consummate professionals who
make tremendously good and safety-prone decisions.

1 hope the City Council, upon hearing from other parents like myself, will see that the proposed pickup-dropoff plan is
indeed safe and, ultimately, approve the SPU. I further hope that the City can support PCWS as it makes O!d Town its
permanent home, serving families with its wonderful pedagogy and bringing joy and community to the nearby residents for
decades to come.

To that end, | thank the Council for considering my comments and | further thank the neighbors of the future PCWS
location for their deep and proactive concern of the school's children and families.

Sincerely,
Corie Driscoll

DISCLAIMER: This message was sent from outside the City of Alexandria email system.
DO NOT CLICK any links or download attachments unless the contents are from a trusted source.



CouncilComment@alexand riava.gov

L S
From: Ed L <edmondc.lau@gmail.com>

Sent: Friday, April 22, 2022 9:42 PM

To: CouncilComment@alexandriava.gov

Subject: [EXTERNAL]Families and Friends Supporting Potomac Crescent Waldorf School

You don't'often get email from edmondc.lau@gmail.com. Learn why this'is important

As a parent of two young children attending Potomac Crescent Waldorf School my
experience with pick-up and drop-off have been not but positive. In previous school
years and particularly the current year drop-off/pick-up operations have been
consistently safe, effective and efficient. I have been impressed and will continue to be
confident in Potomac Crescent Waldorf School's ability to ensure the safety and security
of our children. The school plans to staggered Pick-up/Drop-off times as has been
executed flawlessly the current school year resulting in even distribution of traffic and
short wait times to unload or load our children. Many families also carpool or drive
multiple children in our cars further improving efficiency and effectiveness while further
reducing the low risk for any injury. The PCWS Administration and Faculty have
managed drop-off and pick-up of the children very well, inspiring our confidence that
they will continue to do the same at the school's new location. Finally PCWS adds to the
charm and beauty along with a great educational foundation for our

children. Our children and community need schools like PCWS in Old Town Alexandria!

Edmond Lau

DISCLAIMER: This message was sent from outside the City of Alexandria email system.
DO NOT CLICK any links or download attachments unless the contents are from a trusted source.



I think the use of this building for a school is great. I’m all for that kind of use. However...

Something doesn’t make sense here, and it seems as if someone hasn’t done the math {ironic given the
planned use). '

Parking: Parking is already tight in the area. In the vicinity of my home, we barely have enough spaces
for the Permitted residences. Elimination of parking on the adjacent blocks for a loading and unloading
zone will only exacerbate the situation. On top of that, it doesn’t add up that there are to be something
north of 30 employees of the school, and only a dozen existing parking spaces — some of which will be
eliminated by the addition of a play area. It would be great if everyone working at the school would
take public transportation or car pool, but that’s a rosy prospect — and very unlikely. This will further
make parking issues worse. The math doesn’t add up.

Drop-Off: The drop-off/pick-up plan looks decent on paper, and might even work if every parent and
every student and every rush-hour driver was a robot. But let’s get real — these are real parents and
children. There no way that this will run as perfectly smoothly as represented. And the offerers of this
plan haven’t addressed the “what if...” Moreover, there are safety issues in play here. Washington
street is one of the most heavily trafficked and highest speed streets in Old Town. This has a real
potential for being a mess — or worse.

I am not opposed to a school going in there. | am opposed to granting this SUP at this time, with this
poorly-conceived parking and traffic plan. | ask the Council to send this back to the drawing board.

Thank you.






















































Gloria Sitton
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From: website <noreply@surveygizmo.com>
Sent: Friday, April 22, 2022 9:53 AM
To: Gloria Sitton
Subject: [EXTERNAL]City Council speaker’s form submission received

Meeting Date: 04/23/2022 Docket item# 11 Speaker's Name: Minturn Wright Phone #: 571-620-1930 Email:
mwright@smw.law Address: 124 S. Royal St. Representing self? No If representing other: Position on the item: Against
Nature of interest: attorney Are you being compensated? Yes
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