
Docket Item #4 

Special Use Permit #2022-00006 

2700 Witter Drive – Witter Recreational Fields Netting 

_________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Staff Note: In accordance with section 11-506(c) of the zoning ordinance, construction or 

operation shall be commenced and diligently and substantially pursued within 18 months of the 

date of granting of a special use permit by City Council or the special use permit shall become 

void.  

Application General Data 

Request: 

Consideration of a request to allow 

athletic safety netting up to 30 feet 

in height. 

Planning Commission 

Hearing: 

April 7, 2022 

City Council 

Hearing: 

April 23, 2022 

Address: 

2700 Witter Drive 

Zone: POS/Public Open Space 

Applicant: 

City of Alexandria, Department of 

Recreation, Parks and Cultural 

Activities 

Small Area Plan: Taylor Run 

Staff Recommendation: APPROVAL subject to compliance with all applicable codes  

and ordinances and the recommended permit conditions found in Section III of this report. 

Staff Reviewer: Abigail Harwell, Urban Planner, abigail.harwell@alexandriava.gov 

Robert M. Kerns, AICP, Division Chief 

Tony LaColla, Land Use Services Division Chief 

mailto:abigail.harwell@alexandriava.gov
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I.  REPORT SUMMARY 

 

REQUEST 

 

The applicant, The City of Alexandria, Department of Recreation, Parks and Cultural Activities 

(RPCA) requests Special Use Permit approval to allow athletic safety netting up to 30 feet in 

height at Witter Recreational Fields located at 2700 Witter Drive. 

 

SITE DESCRIPTION  

 

The site is one lot of record, located 

south of Duke Street between 

Witter Drive and the Norfolk 

Southern and WMATA railroad 

corridor.  It measures approximately 

1,660 feet wide by 355 feed deep 

and has a total lot area of 

approximately 13.7 acres.  The 

property is known as Witter 

Recreational Fields and includes 

one diamond athletic field, two 

rectangular multi-purpose fields, a 

restroom facility, two pavilions, and 

surface parking areas. 

 

The surrounding area has a mix of institutional and commercial uses. A Land Rover automobile 

dealership, its noncontiguous annex building, an animal hospital, and a church are located 

immediately to the north of the site. The Telegraph Road public right-of-way is located to the 

east. The Norfolk Southern and WMATA railroad corridor is located to the south. A City-owned 

office and storage building, known as 2900 Business Center Drive, is located to the west. 

 

BACKGROUND 

 

City Council approved DSUP#2007-0014 in October 2007 for the construction of Witter Fields. 

The approval included a Master Plan Amendment and rezoning of the property from I / Industrial 

to POS / Public Open Space and Community Recreation. The fields opened in 2012. In October 

2014, the City Council approved SUP#2014-0078  to allow safety netting up to 30 feet in height 

on north sides of the diamond athletic field and two multipurpose fields.  Upon approval, the 

netting was installed for the diamond athletic field in 2015 but not for the multipurpose fields 

due to funding limitations. Since that time, the Alexandria Soccer Association has donated the 

funds to complete the installation around the perimeter of the multipurpose fields, which was 

accepted by the City Council on December 14, 2021 (Resolution No. 3040).  With the funding 

now available, and the previous SUP approval expired, new entitlements are required. 
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PROPOSAL  

 

The applicant proposes to complete installation of safety netting around the two multipurpose 

rectangular fields at Witter Recreational Fields in order to protect adjacent properties from errant 

soccer balls, lacrosse balls, and similar sporting projectiles that typically travel through the air 

during sports games and practices. The netting would be approximately 775 linear feet along 

north and south sides of the two athletic fields, and 240 linear feet along the west and east sides. 

On the south side, the fencing will terminate at the west and east side of the restroom building. 

The netting will extend above the existing six-foot-tall chain-link fence to measure up to a 

maximum height of 30 feet.  Gaps in the netting and fencing will be provided for maintenance 

access to the field. 

 

ZONING/MASTER PLAN DESIGNATION 

 

The subject property is zoned POS / Public Open Space. Section 6-106(A) of the Zoning 

Ordinance allows structures greater than 15 feet in height, up to a maximum of 30 feet, with 

Special Use Permit approval.  The proposed use is consistent with the Taylor Run Small Area 

Plan chapter of the Master Plan which designates the property for public recreation uses. 

 

PARKING 

 

The Zoning Ordinance does not specify a parking requirement for recreation fields. The existing 

169 parking spaces at the site will remain in three locations:  1) the surface parking lot at the 

western side of the property, 2) several spaces near the diamond athletic field, and 3) parallel 

spaces along the driveway that circles the site. 

 

II.  STAFF ANALYSIS 

 

Staff supports the request to install new safety netting at the Witter Recreational Fields, which 

requires SUP approval given that its height would exceed 15 feet.  The proposal would 

significantly reduce the likelihood for damage to adjacent properties due to errant athletic 

projectiles.  Visual impacts from the netting are expected to be minimal given that the netting 

material is quite thin and fairly transparent that one can see through the small squares that the 

netting creates.  Also, the height is lower than a typical townhouse in scale. The netting is being 

requested by the Alexandria Soccer Association, who has provided the necessary funding to 

complete the project that was started in 2015. 

 

Overall, staff views the proposal as a sensible and reasonable improvement at these existing, 

highly used athletic fields to enhance their compatibility with the neighborhood. Subject to the 

conditions contained in Section III of this report, staff recommends approval of the request. 
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III.  RECOMMENDED CONDITIONS 

 

Staff recommends approval subject to compliance with all applicable codes and ordinances and 

the following conditions: 

 

1. Coordinate site improvements in a manner that ensures adequate maintenance access for 

athletic fields. (RP&CA) 

 

2. Perimeter safety fence for rectangular and diamond fields shall be designed and located to the 

satisfaction of the Director of Recreation, Parks and Cultural Activities. All fencing material, 

not including safety netting, shall be dark green vinyl-coated. (RP&CA)(P&Z)  

 

IV. CITY DEPARTMENT COMMENTS 

 

Legend: C - code requirement   R - recommendation   S - suggestion   F - finding 

 

Transportation & Environmental Services: 

 

F-1. Transportation Planning, SWM, OEQ, D-ROW, and Floodplain have no comments 

 

F-2. All conditions of DSUP2007-00014 remain in effect on this site. (T&ES) 

Code Enforcement: 

 

F-1. A building permit and plan review are required prior to the start of construction. 

 

Health: 

 

F-1. No comments 

 

Police Department: 

 

F-1. No comments received 

 

Fire Department: 

 

F-1. All exits shall remain accessible with the installation of netting around the athletic 

field.  
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Exhibit A – Site Plan of proposed netting 

Exhibit B – Elevations of proposed netting 
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