
Docket #6 
BAR #2022-00044 

 Old and Historic Alexandria District 
March 2, 2022 

ISSUE:  Certificate of Appropriateness for alterations 

APPLICANT: City of Alexandria 

LOCATION:  Old and Historic Alexandria District 
1 Pioneer Mill Way 

ZONE:   W-1/Waterfront mixed use zone 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
Staff recommends approval of the Certificate of Appropriateness for alterations with the following 
conditions: 

1. Approve both options proposed, A and B, as submitted.
2. The railing design be administratively approved along the waterfront as part of the common

elements guidelines approved in 2015.

GENERAL NOTES TO THE APPLICANT 

1. APPEAL OF DECISION:  In accordance with the Zoning Ordinance, if the Board of Architectural Review
denies or approves an application in whole or in part, the applicant or opponent may appeal the Board’s
decision to City Council on or before 14 days after the decision of the Board.

2. COMPLIANCE WITH BAR POLICIES:  All materials must comply with the BAR’s adopted policies unless
otherwise specifically approved.

3. BUILDING PERMITS:  Most projects approved by the Board of Architectural Review require the issuance
of one or more construction permits by Department of Code Administration (including signs).  The applicant
is responsible for obtaining all necessary construction permits after receiving Board of Architectural Review
approval.  Contact Code Administration, Room 4200, City Hall, 703-746-4200 for further information.

4. ISSUANCE OF CERTIFICATES OF APPROPRIATENESS AND PERMITS TO DEMOLISH: Applicants
must obtain a copy of the Certificate of Appropriateness or Permit to Demolish PRIOR to applying for a
building permit.  Contact BAR Staff, Room 2100, City Hall, 703-746-3833, or
preservation@alexandriava.gov for further information.

5. EXPIRATION OF APPROVALS NOTE:  In accordance with Sections 10-106(B), 10-206(B) and 10-307 of
the Zoning Ordinance, any Board of Architectural Review approval will expire 12 months from the date of
issuance if the work is not commenced and diligently and substantially pursued by the end of that 12-month
period.

6. HISTORIC PROPERTY TAX CREDITS:  Applicants performing extensive, certified rehabilitations of
historic properties may separately be eligible for state and/or federal tax credits.  Consult with the Virginia
Department of Historic Resources (VDHR) prior to initiating any work to determine whether the proposed
project may qualify for such credits. 

http://www.dhr.virginia.gov/tax_credits/tax_credit.htm
http://www.dhr.virginia.gov/tax_credits/tax_credit.htm
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I. APPLICANT’S PROPOSAL    
 
The applicant requests a Certificate of Appropriateness for alterations to install a metal cable safety 
railing along the promenade, at 1 Pioneer Mill Way (Figure 1). The proposed railings will 
complement the recently approved pier railings (BAR2022-00012). The railings will be 42” in 
height with a wood top rail and arching vertical posts. Horizontal wire cables will stretch between 
the posts. All the metal parts will be painted black (Figure 2). 
 

 

Figure 1 - 1 Pioneer Mill Way Promenade 
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Figure 2 - Railing design 

 
 
 
Site context 
The subject promenade sits across from the Robinson Landing development. 
 
II. HISTORY 

1 Pioneer Mill Way is located at Alexandria Waterfront promenade across from the Robinson 
Landing complex. The waterfront landscape was approved by the BAR on October 7, 2015 
(BAR2015-00189/00190) as part of the Robinson Landing development.  
 
Previous BAR Approvals 
The pier’s railings were approved on February 2, 2022 (BAR2022-00012) and the same design 
railings, on the northern side of the pier were approved by the BAR on July 7, 2021 (BAR2021-
00310) under the address 314 Strand Street. 
 
III. ANALYSIS   
 
Staff has no objection to both proposed options, A and B. Both options have the same design, the 
difference is the way they will be anchored. Option A (Figure 3) shows the railing being installed 
through the top surface of the concrete bulkhead, core-drill. 
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Figure 3 - Option A – Core-drill 
 
Option B (Figure 4) shows the railing being installed through the side face of the concrete 
bulkhead, front-mount. 
 

 

Figure 4- Option B – Front-mount 
 

5



Docket #6 
BAR #2022-00044  

 Old and Historic Alexandria District 
  March 2, 2022 

 

 
 

The City plans to pursue the Option A of the rail installation but would like to receive approval 
for Option B as well in case the installation method needs to be adjusted based on the conditions 
of the promenade edge. 
Therefore, staff recommends approval of both options, A and B, as submitted. In addition, the 
railing design be administratively approved along the waterfront as part of the common elements 
guidelines approved in 2015 to facilitate future approval process. 

STAFF 
Marina Novaes, Historic Preservation Planner, Planning & Zoning 
Tony LaColla, AICP, Land Use Services Division Chief, Planning & Zoning 
 
IV. CITY DEPARTMENT COMMENTS  

Legend: C- code requirement  R- recommendation  S- suggestion  F- finding 
 
Zoning  
F-1 No zoning comments 
 
Code Administration 
C-1 A building permit and plan review are required prior to the start of construction. 
 
Transportation and Environmental Services 
F-1 Comply with all requirements of DSP2014-00006. (T&ES) 
  
F-2 The Final Site Plan must be approved and released and a copy of that plan must be attached 

to the demolition permit application.  No demolition permit will be issued in advance of 
the building permit unless the Final Site Plan includes a demolition plan which clearly 
represents the demolished condition.  (T&ES) 

 
Alexandria Archaeology  
F-1 No archaeology comments 
 
V.        ATTACHMENTS 
 
1 – Application Materials  
2 – Supplemental Materials  
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1 Pioneer Way - Robinson Landing Promenade

     Map #75.03 W-1

 Department of Planning & Zoning
  301 King Street, Room 2100
Alexandria VA 22314

  703.746.3815 dirk.geratz@ alexnadriava.gov

  City of Alexandria
  301 King Street
Alexandria VA 22314

703.746.3815

7



X

X

Safety railing

This proposal is seekng to install wire cable railing along the public promenade adjacent to Robinson Landing.  This railing is being 
installed for safety purposes and will use a design by the landscape architecture firm OLIN.  This railing is designed to complement 
the other waterfront elements that OLIN has designed.  In particular the railing is designed to match and complent the light pole and 
fixture used on the promenade as well as at the end of King Street in Waterfront Park.  The railing will be installed on the newly 
completed promenade and adjacent to the Robinson Landing Pier.  The rail will compement the wire rail approved and installed on 
the pier and will extned from Port Lumley Park to Roberdeau Park.    The railing with be 42 inches (3.5 feet) in height with a wood 
top rail and arching vertical posts.  Approximately 8 horizontal, 3/8" thick wire cables will be stretched between the posts.  A 1 1/2" 
diameter rod will anchor the bottom of the rail.  All metal parts will be black coated to match the light posts.
The City plans to pursue the Option A version of the rail installation but would like to receive approval for Option B as well in case 
an the installation method needs to be adjusted based on condtions of the promenade edge.
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D. H. Geratz

N/A

X

X

X

Dirk H. Geratz

Jan. 28, 2022
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City of Alexandria  1 Pioneer Mill Way  100%

City of Alexandria 1 Pioneer Mill Way 100% 

n/a

D. H. GeratzDirk H. GeratzJan. 28.2022
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ALEXANDRIA WATERFRONT
RTS RAILING STUDY

NOVEMBER 10, 2021

13



ALEXANDRIA WATERFRONT 2

ROBINSON TERMINAL SOUTH (CURRENT)

Temporary guardrail Standpipe/support pipe and Life Safety 
Station (beyond)

Light post installed in granite band with 
~8” concrete reveal

Guardrail installed at northern end of RTS pier
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ALEXANDRIA WATERFRONT 3

BULKHEAD DESIGN MANUAL (SEPTEMBER 2019)

Promenade railing
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ALEXANDRIA WATERFRONT 4

PLAN

SECTION

*WOULD REQUIRE WELDING A 1.5” DIA. STEEL POST TO THE BOTTOM OF THE 
BASE PLATE FOR EMBEDMENT IN CONCRETE 

SECTION

E
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OPTION A - REVISED BULKHEAD DESIGN MANUAL (CORE-DRILL)
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ALEXANDRIA WATERFRONT 5

ELEVATION

*WOULD REQUIRE WELDING A 1.5” DIA. STEEL POST TO THE BOTTOM OF THE 
BASE PLATE FOR EMBEDMENT IN CONCRETE 

OPTION A - REVISED BULKHEAD DESIGN MANUAL (CORE-DRILL)
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ALEXANDRIA WATERFRONT 6

PLAN

SECTION

SECTION
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OPTION B - REVISED BULKHEAD DESIGN MANUAL (FRONT-MOUNT)
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ALEXANDRIA WATERFRONT 7

ELEVATION

OPTION B - REVISED BULKHEAD DESIGN MANUAL (FRONT-MOUNT)
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