
Docket #8 
BAR #2022-00015 

Old and Historic Alexandria District 
February 16, 2021 

ISSUE:  Certificate of Appropriateness for alterations 

APPLICANT: Todd B. Catlin and Daniel W. Lee 

LOCATION:  Old and Historic Alexandria District 
512 Queen Street  

ZONE:   RM/Residential Townhouse Zone  
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
Staff recommends approval of the Certificate of Appropriateness for alterations, as submitted.  

GENERAL NOTES TO THE APPLICANT 

1. APPEAL OF DECISION:  In accordance with the Zoning Ordinance, if the Board of Architectural Review
denies or approves an application in whole or in part, the applicant or opponent may appeal the Board’s
decision to City Council on or before 14 days after the decision of the Board.

2. COMPLIANCE WITH BAR POLICIES:  All materials must comply with the BAR’s adopted policies unless
otherwise specifically approved.

3. BUILDING PERMITS:  Most projects approved by the Board of Architectural Review require the issuance
of one or more construction permits by Department of Code Administration (including signs).  The applicant
is responsible for obtaining all necessary construction permits after receiving Board of Architectural Review
approval.  Contact Code Administration, Room 4200, City Hall, 703-746-4200 for further information.

4. ISSUANCE OF CERTIFICATES OF APPROPRIATENESS AND PERMITS TO DEMOLISH: Applicants
must obtain a copy of the Certificate of Appropriateness or Permit to Demolish PRIOR to applying for a
building permit.  Contact BAR Staff, Room 2100, City Hall, 703-746-3833, or
preservation@alexandriava.gov for further information.

5. EXPIRATION OF APPROVALS NOTE:  In accordance with Sections 10-106(B), 10-206(B) and 10-307 of
the Zoning Ordinance, any Board of Architectural Review approval will expire 12 months from the date of
issuance if the work is not commenced and diligently and substantially pursued by the end of that 12-month
period.

6. HISTORIC PROPERTY TAX CREDITS:  Applicants performing extensive, certified rehabilitations of
historic properties may separately be eligible for state and/or federal tax credits.  Consult with the Virginia
Department of Historic Resources (VDHR) prior to initiating any work to determine whether the proposed
project may qualify for such credits. 

http://www.dhr.virginia.gov/tax_credits/tax_credit.htm
http://www.dhr.virginia.gov/tax_credits/tax_credit.htm
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I. APPLICANT’S PROPOSAL 

The applicant requests a Certificate of Appropriateness to add a new window opening and 
decorative standing seam roof, as well as alterations, at 512 Queen Street. The proposed 
alterations will be located on the south (rear) elevation and  include the following:  
 

1. Replace two existing one-over-one windows on the first-story 
2. Add one one-over-one window on the first-story 
3. Add a decorative, standing seam roof and decorative bracket over proposed windows 
4. Relocation existing dryer vent approximately 12-18” east of current location 
5. Install new cooper dryer vent between the second-story windows 
6. Encapsulate window opening on the first-story 
7. Replace door with single-panel glass door  

 
A permit to demolish is not required because the proposed demolition/encapsulation is less than 
25 square feet. Additionally, the applicant is proposing to replace the door on the façade with a 
single-panel, wood-clad door. All proposed materials comply with the BAR’s Design Guidelines 
and Policies.   
 
Site context 
The subject property is set back 91’- 3” from Queen Street. The alley to the south, behind the 
subject property, is public. The alley to the west is private. The proposed alterations will be visible 
from the right-of-way and public alley.  
 
II. HISTORY 

 
The three-bay, two-story Colonial Revival style, brick single-family detached residence at 512 
Queen Street was constructed in 1965.  Prior to the Board’s approval of construction of the current 
property (4/14/1965), a two-story flounder house with a one-story 1950s addition was located on 
the site.  The flounder house was constructed by 1885 when the Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps were 
first published.   

 
Photo 1: Former flounder form house at 512 Queen Street.  
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Previous BAR Approvals 
In 1969 and 1980, the Board approved garden walls and a gate at the front of the lot facing Queen 
Street.  
 
On May 21, 2008, the BAR approved a Permit to Demolish (BAR2008-0066) to remove a portion 
of the garden to accommodate a larger tandem parking pad. The demolition was never undertaken.      
 
More recently, in 2018, the BAR approved a Permit to Demolish/Capsulate and Certificate of 
Appropriateness for an enlarged parking pad and new garden walls (BAR2018-00288/289). In 
2021, the Board approved a Certificate of Appropriateness for alterations (BAR2020-00025).  
 
III. ANALYSIS     

Staff has no objection to the proposed alterations. The Design Guidelines states that “windows are 
a principal character defining feature of a building and serve both functional and aesthetic 
purposes.” The applicant proposes to replace two existing one-over-one windows and install an 
additional one-over-one window on the first-story. The proposed windows will match the windows 
approved by the Board in 2021 (BAR2020-00025). The one-over-one windows indicate the later 
period of this house and is appropriate for this 1960s Colonial Revival, single-family structure.  
 
The proposed decorative standing seam metal roof will be minimally visible, and the material is 
appropriate for this 1960s Colonial Revival house. The new cooper dryer vent, replacement doors 
and windows comply with the BAR Policies for Administrative Approval. Staff recommends 
approval of the application as submitted.  
 
STAFF 
Amirah Lane, Historic Preservation Planner, Planning & Zoning 
Tony LaColla, AICP, Land Use Services Division Chief, Planning & Zoning  
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IV. CITY DEPARTMENT COMMENTS  

Legend: C- code requirement  R- recommendation  S- suggestion  F- finding 
 
Zoning 
F-1 The proposed exterior alterations (new windows, doors, roof, vents, and awning) comply 

with zoning.     
  
Code Administration 
C-1 A building permit and plan review are required prior to the start of construction. 
 
Transportation and Environmental Services 
R-1 The building permit must be approved and issued prior to the issuance of any permit for 

demolition, if a separate demolition permit is required. (T&ES) 
 
R-2 Applicant shall be responsible for repairs to the adjacent city right-of-way if damaged 

during construction activity. (T&ES) 
 
R-3 No permanent structure may be constructed over any existing private and/or public utility 

easements.  It is the responsibility of the applicant to identify any and all existing 
easements on the plan. (T&ES) 

 
F-1 After review of the information provided, an approved grading plan is not required at this 

time.  Please note that if any changes are made to the plan it is suggested that T&ES be 
included in the review. (T&ES) 

 
C-1 The applicant shall comply with the City of Alexandria’s Solid Waste Control, Title 5, 

Chapter 1, which sets forth the requirements for the recycling of materials (Sec. 5-1-99). 
(T&ES) 

 
C-2 The applicant shall comply with the City of Alexandria's Noise Control Code, Title 11, 

Chapter 5, which sets the maximum permissible noise level as measured at the property 
line. (T&ES) 

 
C-3 Roof, surface and sub-surface drains be connected to the public storm sewer system, if 

available, by continuous underground pipe.  Where storm sewer is not available applicant 
must provide a design to mitigate impact of stormwater drainage onto adjacent properties 
and to the satisfaction of the Director of Transportation & Environmental Services.  (Sec.5-
6-224) (T&ES) 
 

C-4 All secondary utilities serving this site shall be placed underground. (Sec. 5-3-3) (T&ES) 
 
C-5 Any work within the right-of-way requires a separate permit from T&ES. (Sec. 5-2) 

(T&ES) 
 

C-6 All improvements to the city right-of-way such as curbing, sidewalk, driveway aprons, 
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etc. must be city standard design. (Sec. 5-2-1) (T&ES) 
 
Alexandria Archaeology  
F-1 No archaeology oversight necessary for this undertaking. 
 
V.        ATTACHMENTS 
 
1 – Application Materials  
2 – Supplemental Materials  
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From: Todd Catlin
To: Lia Niebauer
Subject: [EXTERNAL]Fwd: 512 Queen Street Restoration
Date: Thursday, February 10, 2022 11:05:20 AM

Hi Lia—

Here is another for 2022-00015.

Thanks!

Todd 

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: ROSEMARY FURFARO <rosemary.furfaro@comcast.net>
Date: February 10, 2022 at 10:04:01 AM EST
To: Todd Catlin <tbcatlin@gmail.com>
Subject: 512 Queen Street Restoration

Hi Todd, 

Happy to see you’re committed to continuing caring for your home. 

The work you outlined in your BAR review sounds straightforward. Although it
won’t be visible to me once completed, since it affects only the rear of your home,
I still am in full support of your continuing efforts to improve your property. 

Personally, I believe BAR-approved exterior home improvements help continue
the desirability of our community and also maintain the charm of Alexandria’s
 Old Town.

Best wishes on this new project. 

Sincerely,

Rosemary Furfaro
511 Queen Street
Alexandria, VA 22314

DISCLAIMER: This message was sent from outside the City of Alexandria email system.
DO NOT CLICK any links or download attachments unless the contents are from a trusted

source.
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From: Todd Catlin
To: Lia Niebauer
Subject: [EXTERNAL]Fwd: Please Forward to the BAR
Date: Thursday, February 10, 2022 10:39:20 PM

Hi Lia-

Here is another letter of support for BAR 2022-00015.

Thanks!

Todd Catlin 

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: Paul and Avis Fleming Hodge <a.p.hodge2@gmail.com>
Date: February 10, 2022 at 9:12:13 PM EST
To: Todd Catlin <tbcatlin@gmail.com>, Dan Lee <danlee06078@gmail.com>,
Paul and Avis Fleming Hodge <a.p.hodge2@gmail.com>
Subject: Please Forward to the BAR

To the Alexandria Board of Architectural Review:

My wife and I, Avis Fleming Hodge and Paul Hodge, have owned and restored a
house on Queen Street (317) or rented one (now at 514 Queen St.) for over 25
years, starting in 1966.

The 300-600 blocks of Queen are among the best preserved, restored, attractive
and possibly quaintest streets in Old Town, which is why tour bus routes always
include it.

There is only one non-historic house on either side of the 500 block, a 1950s ugly,
red brick building at 512, ugly until Todd Catlin and Daniel Lee bought it and
transformed it, with BAR approval. No longer a garish, cheap red brick, it is a
white-washed white brick. black windows, lush gardens and the most attractive of
the four house driveways in the 500 block.
We strongly support what they have accomplished and the additional minor
improvements they propose.
Thank you,
Paul and Avis Hodge,
next door at 514 Queen.

DISCLAIMER: This message was sent from outside the City of Alexandria email system.
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From: Todd Catlin
To: Lia Niebauer
Subject: [EXTERNAL]Fwd: BAR
Date: Wednesday, February 9, 2022 4:29:50 PM

Hi Lia-

Thanks for the info.

Here is another letter of support from an abutter.

Thanks!

Todd

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: Todd Catlin <tbcatlin@gmail.com>
Date: February 9, 2022 at 9:42:58 AM EST
To: Mike Margiotta <fos80@comcast.net>
Subject: Re: BAR

Thanks Mike! Hope all is well.

Best,

Todd

Sent from my iPhone

On Feb 9, 2022, at 9:38 AM, Mike Margiotta <fos80@comcast.net>
wrote:

Todd, 

Got the letter. Sounds great. I’m in support.

Mike

Sent from my iPhone

DISCLAIMER: This message was sent from outside the City of Alexandria email system.
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From: Todd Catlin
To: Lia Niebauer
Subject: [EXTERNAL]Fwd: 512 Queen Street
Date: Tuesday, February 8, 2022 8:27:05 PM
Attachments: 3mMh0NTBP9kuCxSoteZh79TbgPEE2nFIfPEYRT9I.png

Could you add this letter of support to the file for BAR2022-00015?

Many thanks!

Todd Catlin 

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: Jack Shoptaw <jack.shoptaw@c21nm.com>
Date: February 8, 2022 at 8:24:17 PM EST
To: Todd Catlin <tbcatlin@gmail.com>
Cc: Jack Shoptaw <jack.shoptaw@c21nm.com>
Subject: 512 Queen Street

 Todd,

I hope all is well. I have reviewed the CERTIFICATION OF NOTICE regarding
your requested changes to your home. Thank you for sharing them with me. I am
in full support of all of your requesst. Please let me know if you should need
anything else. Thanks! 

All the best,

Jack Shoptaw
Senior Vice President/Branch Leader/Associate Broker 
Director of E-Strategy, NM Residential Services
CENTURY 21 New Millennium

O 202-546-0055 | C 202-821-9791 | Jack.Shoptaw@C21NM.com
1000 Pennsylvania Ave SE, Washington, D.C. 20003
Our Services | Connect on Social | Careers

The Washington Post Top Workplaces 2018, 2019, 2020, 2021
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DISCLAIMER: This message was sent from outside the City of Alexandria email system.
DO NOT CLICK any links or download attachments unless the contents are from a trusted

source.
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