
DOCKET ITEM #2 
Street Name Case #2021-00001 
Redevelopment site between Calvert Avenue and Swann 
Avenue 

CONSENT AGENDA ITEM 
If no one asks to speak about this case prior 
to the hearing, it will be approved without 
discussion as part of the Consent Agenda. 

Staff Recommendation:  APPROVAL subject to compliance with all applicable codes and 
ordinances and the recommended permit conditions found in Section III of this report. 
Staff Reviewer:  Sara Brandt-Vorel, Sara.BrandtVorel@alexandriava.gov  
Ann Horowitz, Principal Planner, Ann.Horowitz@alexandriava.gov  
Tony LaColla, Division Chief, Land Use Services, Anthony.LaColla@alexandriava.gov  

Application General Data
Request: Public Hearing and 
consideration of a request for a Street 
Name Case to name a new private 
street. 

Planning Commission 
Hearing: 

December 7, 2021 

Zone:  CDD #24/ Coordinated 
Development District – 
Oakville Triangle  

Address: Redevelopment site between 
Calvert Avenue and Swann Avenue 

Small Area Plan: Oakville Triangle/Route One 
Corridor Vision Plan 

Applicant: Oakville Triangle Owner, 
LLC, represented by Duncan Blair, 
Attorney 
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I. REPORT SUMMARY  

 
The applicant, Oakville Triangle Owner, LLC, requests approval to name one new private street, 
St. Elmo Way. Staff recommends approval of the Street Name request. 
 
 SITE DESCRIPTION 
 

The new street would be located within the 
Oakville Triangle development site, which is 
an approximately 12-acre site found in the 
Potomac West Small Area Plan and the 
Oakville Triangle and Route 1 Corridor Vision 
Plan. The Oakville Triangle development site 
is roughly formed by Calvert Avenue in the 
North, Route One on the east and Mount 
Jefferson Park on the west. Single-family 
residential buildings are found across Mount 
Jefferson Park to the west and to the north of 
the site, while scattered industrial uses can be 
found to the north. Across Route One, the site 
is framed with a mix of commercial multi-
family buildings and townhomes.  
 
The future street would be found along the 
western side of the site, parallel to a portion of 
Mount Jefferson Park, providing a connection 
between Calvert Avenue in the north and 
Swann Avenue in the south. 

 
BACKGROUND 

 
In December 2020, City Council approved Master Plan Amendment MPA #2020-0003 and CDD 
Concept Plan Amendment CDD #2020-0003 to facilitate the redevelopment of the Oakville 
Triangle area. As part of those amendments, revisions to the proposed framework streets were 
approved, which included adjustments to street widths, extending Swann Avenue to the west, 
reducing the length of the new road along the park, and dedicating an off-street cycle track on 
Swann Avenue.  
 
In January 2021, City Council approved a Development Site Plan DSP #2020-00031, Vacation 
VA#2020-0005, and a Subdivision SUB #2020-0007 for the construction of sitewide infrastructure 
for Oakville Triangle and to subdivide and consolidate the site to create parcels for each block and 

Figure 1: Existing conditions in Oakville Triangle, outlined in red. Approximate location of the 
proposed new street highlighted in yellow. 
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the roadways, consistent with the previously approved Master Plan and CDD Concept Plan 
amendments. The approved subdivision creates Parcel 701, a new private road which provides 
vehicular and pedestrian connections between Calvert Avenue in the north and the extension of 
Swann Avenue to the south.  
 

 

City Council also approved three Development Special Use Permits in January 2021 to permit the 
construction of two multi-family buildings of 571 units (DSUP #2020-10028 and DSUP #2020-
10030) and a 93,000 square foot healthplex (DSUP #2020-10031) for Parcels 704 and 703. In 
November 2021, Planning Commission and City Council approved a request for the construction 
of 84 townhomes on Parcel 702 through DSUP #2021-10025. 
 
 

PROPOSAL 
 
The applicant, Oakville Triangle Owner, LLC, requests approval to name one new private street, 
St. Elmo Way.  The new street would run parallel to Mount Jefferson Park and provide a vehicular 
connection between Calvert Avenue in the north and Swann Street to the south.  
 
St. Elmo was the name of a historic commuting suburb, located in the area of the city currently 
known as “Del Ray.” At the end of the nineteenth century, the St. Elmo neighborhood was laid out 
in a grid of long blocks, which provided housing for workers at the nearby Potomac Yard Railyard 
and a light railway provide quick access to Washington, D.C. In 1908, the neighborhoods of Del 
Ray and St. Elmo formed the incorporated Town of Potomac, which was subsequently annexed by 
the City of Alexandria in 1930.   
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Figure 3: Existing conditions in Oakville Triangle, left. Approved subdivision with new parcels 
and street network, right. Proposed new private road seen as Parcel 701.  
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Per the applicant’s application, the northern boundary of the current Oakville Triangle 
neighborhood, formed by Calvert Avenue, served as the southern end of the historic St. Elmo 
neighborhood. Original streets, such as Raymond Avenue, laid out in the St. Elmo Deed of 
Dedication, previously connected the Oakville Triangle area to the historic boundaries of the St. 
Elmo neighborhood. Over the years, roadways in this portion of the city changed, but the applicant 
team has selected the name, “St. Elmo Way… to reference the historic connection between 
Oakville Triangle, the St. Elmo subdivision and the Del Ray community”.  
 
Staff has not received any comments from the public regarding the Street Name Case application. 
 

 
 
Figure 4: Historic map of the neighborhoods of Del Ray and St. Elmo, circa 1900.1 Outline of the 
location of the Oakville Triangle neighborhood seen in red, above. 
 

 
1 Part of 1900 Howell & Taylor, Strum, and Graham Map of Jefferson District of Alexandria County, Virginia.  
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CODE OF ORDINANCES 
 

New street names are regulated in Section 5-2-64 in the Code of Ordinances. This section of the 
City Code identifies two specific points that dictate the naming convention of the proposed streets: 
 

1. Section 5-2-64(a) states that new streets that run “in a generally eastward direction” shall 
be designated as avenues. New streets that run “in a generally north-south direction” shall 
be streets. And for those streets in a diagonal direction, the Planning Commission shall, 
“designate the direction to be applied” for the street.  

2. Section 5-2-64(a)(1) states that streets located to the east of Quaker Lane shall be in 
harmony with existing developments when possible.  

 
As the proposed road is in an approximate diagonal direction, the Planning Commission would 
have the ability to accept “St. Elmo Way” as the applicant’s proposed street name. Staff finds the 
proposed name is in harmony with the existing roads around the proposed road.  
 
II. CITY STAFF REVIEW 
 
Staff supports the applicant’s request to name the new street St. Elmo Way. The proposed street 
name would comply with the City Code requirements for a new street name. The addition of St. 
Elmo Way to the Oakville Triangle neighborhood has not elicited concern from the reviewing City 
Departments: GIS, Fire and Police. The proposed name does not sound like or is similar in spelling 
to other street names in the City of Alexandria or neighboring jurisdictions, ensuring that 
emergency services and the United States Postal Service would not confuse the alley with another 
street or alley in the city.  
 
    

 
STAFF: Tony LaColla, AICP, Division Chief, Land Use Services 

Ann Horowitz, Principal Planner  
Sara Brandt-Vorel, Urban Planner III 

 
____________________________________________________________________ 
 
III.  CITY DEPARTMENT COMMENTS 
 
Legend:     C - code requirement    R - recommendation    S - suggestion    F - finding 
 
GIS: 
GIS recommends the street name.  
 
Transportation & Environmental Services: 
No comments regarding the proposed name. 
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Fire: 
No issue with the proposed name. 
 
Police Department: 
No comments received. 
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Street Naming Application  
Oakville Triangle – Parcel 701 Oakville Triangle 
Stonebridge Associates, Inc.  
 
 The Oakville Triangle Property is bounded on the north by the Historic 
Subdivision of St. Elmo that is one of the subdivision that is part of the larger Del 
Ray Community.   Raymond Avenue is the one of the original streets laid out in 
the St Elmo Deed of Dedication.  Prior to the establishment and dedication of 
Calvert Street and Swan Avenue in the 1920’s there existed private access road 
connecting the interior parcels of what is now Oakville Triangle to Raymond 
Avenue that formed an important connection between Oakville Triangle and St. 
Elmo Subdivision.  Over the ensuing years those connections were closed as the 
Oakville Triangle Street grid of Calvert Ave., Swan Ave. and Oakville were 
dedicated as public streets. 
 
 Stonebridge Associates, Inc. choose the name St. Elmo Way for the street 
referred to in the approval of a CDD Concept Plan as “New Road A” to reference 
the historic connection between Oakville Triangle and St. Elmo subdivision and 
the Del Ray Community.  
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