
Docket #3 
BAR #2026-00209 

Parker-Gray District  
  July 15, 2026 

 

 
 

ISSUE:  Certificate of Appropriateness for alterations and waiver of vision 
clearance requirement 

 
APPLICANT:  Tyler Martin 
 
LOCATION:  Parker-Gray District  
   1200 Oronoco Street 
 
ZONE:   RB/Townhouse 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
Staff recommends approval of the Certificate of Appropriateness for alterations and waiver of 
vision clearance requirement, as submitted. 
 
 
GENERAL NOTES TO THE APPLICANT 
 

1. APPEAL OF DECISION:  In accordance with the Zoning Ordinance, if the Board of Architectural Review 
denies or approves an application in whole or in part, the applicant or opponent may appeal the Board’s 
decision to City Council on or before 14 days after the decision of the Board. 
 

2. COMPLIANCE WITH BAR POLICIES:  All materials must comply with the BAR’s adopted policies unless 
otherwise specifically approved. 
 

3. BUILDING PERMITS:  Most projects approved by the Board of Architectural Review require the issuance 
of one or more construction permits by Department of Code Administration (including signs).  The applicant 
is responsible for obtaining all necessary construction permits after receiving Board of Architectural Review 
approval.  Contact Code Administration, 703-746-4200 for further information. 
 

4. ISSUANCE OF CERTIFICATES OF APPROPRIATENESS AND PERMITS TO DEMOLISH: Applicants 
must obtain a copy of the Certificate of Appropriateness or Permit to Demolish PRIOR to applying for a 
building permit.  Contact BAR Staff, Room 2100, City Hall, 703-746-3833, or 
preservation@alexandriava.gov for further information. 
 

5. EXPIRATION OF APPROVALS NOTE:  In accordance with Sections 10-106(B), 10-206(B) and 10-307 of 
the Zoning Ordinance, any Board of Architectural Review approval will expire 12 months from the date of 
issuance if the work is not commenced and diligently and substantially pursued by the end of that 12-month 
period. 
 

6. HISTORIC PROPERTY TAX CREDITS:  Applicants performing extensive, certified rehabilitations of 
historic properties may separately be eligible for state and/or federal tax credits.  Consult with the Virginia 
Department of Historic Resources (VDHR) prior to initiating any work to determine whether the proposed 
project may qualify for such credits. 
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I. APPLICANT’S PROPOSAL

The applicant requests a Certificate of Appropriateness for alterations and a waiver of vision 

clearance requirement to replace the existing chain link fence with a wood fence and gate. The 

fence will be 4’-0” feet in height and 50% open along the front yard (Oronoco Street) and part of 

the side yard (Fayette Street). This part will be a wood picket fence. The fence will be 6’-0” feet 

in height and closed along the remainder of the side yard and along the rear alley. This part will 

be a wood solid board fence. 

Site context 

The building is bound by Oronoco Street to the north, North Fayette Street to the east, and a 

public alley to the south. The proposed fence will be visible from all these rights of way. 

Figure 1a (left). Photo of existing chain link fence in front yard (adjacent to Oronoco Street). 

Figure 1b (right). Photo of existing chain link fence in side yard (adjacent to Fayette Street). 
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Figure 2. Drawing of proposed new fence locations. Yellow denotes the 6’-0” fence; brown denotes 4’-0” 

fence. 

II. HISTORY

The two-story, three bay Colonial Revival style brick rowhouse at 1200 Oronoco Street was built 

in 1939 (building permit #2091). It is a twin with the neighboring 1202 Oronoco Street and is 

similar to the other houses in the seven-unit row. Together with a six-unit row further west, these 

houses form the entire southern side of the 1200 block of this street. 

Previous BAR Approvals 

BAR95-0009 Reconstruct rear porch (partially completed) 

BAR96-0134 Enclose rear porch 

III. ANALYSIS

The proposed fence must be approved by the Board because the 6-foot height proposed along 

Fayette Street is in a secondary front yard and exceeds the vision clearance requirements in the 

Zoning Ordinance. According to §7-802, the Board has the ability to waive the vision clearance 

requirements when doing so would be consistent with the character of the historic district. 

According to the Fences, Gates + Walls chapter of the Parker-Gray Design Guidelines, “fences 

and walls should be made of wood, metal, and/or masonry. The Board discourages using poured-

in-place concrete or synthetic materials such as fiberglass or vinyl”. Additionally, according to 

Oronoco Street 

Fayette Street 

Public alley 
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§10-205(A)(2)(b)(3) of the Zoning Ordinance, in the Parker-Gray District, the BAR’s review

standards include “the compatibility of proposed alterations with other buildings on the block

face or block face across the street, giving consideration to building size, shape, roofline, color,

materials, texture, nature of openings, and architectural details”.

Staff finds that the proposed replacement of the existing chain link fence with a wood fence is 

appropriate. On the south side of the 1200 block of Oronoco Street, most other properties have 

fences made of either metal or wood. Wood is a high-quality material and is compatible with 

both the subject property and other buildings on the block face. The only aspect of the design 

that does not comply with the administrative approval policy is the 6-foot height and closed 

board design proposed for the secondary front yard along Fayette Street. Staff does not have any 

concerns about this fence height or style, as it will not detract from any character-defining 

architectural features of the subject property. 

Based on the Design Guidelines and Zoning Ordinance review standards, staff finds that the 

proposed fence is appropriate and therefore recommends approval of the Certificate of 

Appropriateness for alterations and waiver of vision clearance requirement, as submitted. 

STAFF 

Brendan Harris, Historic Preservation Planner, Planning & Zoning 

Julie Weisgerber, Historic Preservation Principal Planner, Planning & Zoning 

Tony LaColla, AICP, Land Use + Preservation Division Chief, Planning & Zoning 

IV. CITY DEPARTMENT COMMENTS

Legend: C- code requirement  R- recommendation  S- suggestion  F- finding 

Zoning  

C-1  Proposed fence with BAR approval will comply with Zoning.

F-1  Fence exceeds the requirements allowed by Zoning. However, the Board can grant relief

from the Zoning Ordinance requirements for corner lot fences. 

F-2  Due to the neighboring properties having their primary fronts face the secondary front of

the subject property the fence would have to be located half the distance from the 

secondary front building wall and the secondary front property line.  

Code Administration 

No comment. 

Transportation and Environmental Services 

R-1  The building permit must be approved and issued prior to the issuance of any permit for

demolition, if a separate demolition permit is required. (T&ES) 
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R-2 Applicant shall be responsible for repairs to the adjacent city right-of-way if damaged

during construction activity. (T&ES) 

F-1  After review of the information provided, an approved grading plan is not required at this

time.  Please note that if any changes are made to the plan it is suggested that T&ES be 

included in the review. (T&ES) 

C-1 The applicant shall comply with the City of Alexandria’s Solid Waste Control, Title 5,

Chapter 1, which sets forth the requirements for the recycling of materials (Sec. 5-1-99). 

(T&ES) 

C-2 The applicant shall comply with the City of Alexandria's Noise Control Code, Title 11,

Chapter 5, which sets the maximum permissible noise level as measured at the property line. 

(T&ES) 

C-3 Any work within the right-of-way requires a separate permit from T&ES. (Sec. 5-2)

(T&ES) 

Alexandria Archaeology  

No archaeology comments. 

V. ATTACHMENTS

1 – Application Materials 

• Completed application

• Plans

• Material specifications

• Scaled survey plat if applicable

• Photographs

2 – Supplemental Materials 

• Public comment

• HOA approval if applicable

• Easement approval if applicable

• Any other supporting documentation
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​Front​​Gate​​from​​Oronoco​​Street:​
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​Front​​Gate​​and​​Front​​Fence​​from​​Oronoco​​Street:​
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​Side​​Fence​​at​​Corner​​of​​Oronoco​​Street​​and​​Fayette​​Street:​
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​Side​​Fence​​on​​Fayette​​Street:​

15



​Fence​​at​​Corner​​of​​Fayette​​Street​​and​​Alley:​
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​Fence​​at​​Corner​​of​​Fayette​​Street​​and​​Alley:​
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​Back​​Gate​​in​​Alley​​(wood​​fence​​is​​neighbors’):​
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cdefghij�khlm�nopqrstuvtwscxyzpsw{k|} n~�h����dl���34

Ashley Casimir
Rectangle



��������	
���

����
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