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Purpose of Application 
Consideration of a request for a Master Plan Amendment, a map amendment (rezoning), and 
request for a Special Use Permit to operate a restaurant and hotel, for a parking reduction, and 
for shared parking. 
Amendments / Special Use Permits Requested

1. Amendment Old Town Small Area Plan Chapter of the Master Plan to amend Land Use 
Map #25 from RM / Townhouse to CD / Commercial Downtown;  

2. Map Amendment (rezoning) to amend site from RM / Townhouse to CD / Commercial 
Downtown; 

3. Special Use Permit to operate a hotel and restaurant; 
4. Special Use Permit for a parking reduction to reduce the required number of spaces 

(during daytime hours) and to allow three on-site spaces to be compact in size and to 
have a “tandem” configuration; and 

5. Special Use Permit for shared parking. 

Application General Data 
 
Project Name: 
La Bergerie 
 

Planning Commission 
Hearing: 

 
October 7, 2014 

City Council  
Hearing: 

 
October 18, 2014 
 

Address:  
329 North Washington Street 
 

Zone: 
 

RM / Townhouse zone (Existing) 
CD / Commercial Downtown 
(Proposed) 
 

Applicant:  
Janow LLC d/b/a La Bergerie by 
M. Catharine Puskar, attorney 

Small Area Plan: Old Town 

Staff Recommendation: APPROVAL subject to compliance with all applicable codes and 
ordinances and the recommended permit conditions found in Section III of this report. 
Staff Reviewers: Nathan Randall nathan.randall@alexandriava.gov 
  



 
 

   

 

PLANNING COMMISSION ACTION, OCTOBER 7, 2014: 
 
Master Plan Amendment #2014-0003: 
On a motion by Vice Chairman Dunn, seconded by Commissioner Wasowski, the Planning 
Commission voted to adopt the Master Plan Amendment #2014-0007 resolution, as revised to 
reference the proffer from the applicant in the new zoning map land-use designation, to amend 
the Old Town Small Area Plan to change the land use designation from RM / Townhouse to CD / 
Commercial Downtown with Proffer. The motion carried on a vote of 7-0.   
 
Reason: The Planning Commission found that the amendment was consistent with the intent of 
the Old Town Small Area Plan. 
 
Rezoning #2014-0003:  
On a motion by Vice Chairman Dunn, seconded by Commissioner Wasowski, the Planning 
Commission voted to recommend approval of Rezoning #2014-0005, to change the zoning 
designation of the property from RM / Townhouse to CD / Commercial Downtown with Proffer. 
The motion carried on a vote of 7 to 0. 
 
Reason: The Planning Commission found that the proposed rezoning was consistent with the 
rezoning criteria as adopted by City Council. The Commission believed that the applicant’s 
recent proffer statement, in which it offered a maximum FAR of 1.5 for residential and non-
residential uses at the property and maintains a requirement of open and useable space at the 
property in an amount equal to 35% of the lot area, addressed its concerns about the potential for 
additional development at the site in the future in connection with the requested rezoning to CD 
and would help protect the historic building at the site.  
 
Special Use Permit #2014-0079: 
On a motion by Vice Chairman Dunn, seconded by Commissioner Macek, the Planning 
Commission voted to remove Condition #14 requiring valet parking and to amend Condition 
#24. That motion carried on a vote of 6 to 1, with Chairman Wagner voting against. 
 
On a motion by Vice Chairman Dunn, seconded by Commissioner Lyle, the Planning 
Commission voted to recommend approval of Special Use Permit #2014-0079 with the deletion 
of Conditions #12 and #14 and an amendment to Condition #24 and subject to compliance with 
all applicable codes, ordinances and other staff recommendations. The motion carried on a vote 
of 7 to 0. 
 
Reason: The Planning Commission largely agreed with the staff analysis and determined that the 
restaurant and hotel proposal was appropriate in this location, subject to amended conditions of 
approval. The Commission believed that valet parking (Condition #14) should not be required 
given the proximity of the off-site parking spaces to the proposed restaurant and hotel. 
Commissioners also noted that valet parking could be added at a later date if problems arise. The 
Commission agreed with the applicant’s request to remove Condition #12 regarding a special 
staff-level review of future exterior site changes. The Commission amended Condition 
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#24 to require a six-month review instead of a one-year review and to specifically note that if 
parking and acoustical music problems are identified, they should be included among the reasons 
the Director may determine a full-hearing review would be necessary. 
 
Speakers: 
 
M. Catharine Puskar, attorney representing the applicant, spoke in support of the request. She 
noted her October 6th letter to the Commission requesting the deletion of conditions requiring 
valet parking and a second review of future exterior changes. She cited the applicant’s efforts in 
finding additional parking spaces in response to parking concerns. She also discussed details of 
the proffer statement offered by the current property owner to limit FAR and require open and 
usable space in order to help preserve the historic building. She stated that North Washington 
Street is primarily a commercial corridor, and expressed her belief that neighborhood concerns 
are more related to the use, which are addressed through Special Use Permit and its conditions, 
than to the rezoning. She reiterated that the applicant has an excellent track record with 
restaurants in Alexandria. 
 
Margaret Ticer Janowsky, applicant, spoke in support of the proposal. She noted her strong and 
long-standing connection to, and support of, the Alexandria community. 
 
Laurent Janowsky, applicant, spoke in support of the request and noted the history of La 
Bergerie and his ownership of restaurants in Alexandria. 
 
Elizabeth Gossart, Queen Street, asked the Commission to deny the request and noted that many 
other commercially-zoned sites exist in the City to which the business could relocate. 
 
Leander Wick, North Columbus Street, expressed opposition to the request. He noted blind spots 
in the alley used to access the parking lot at 424 North Washington Street and raised 
environmental and quality of life concerns for residents living near that off-site parking area 
proposed for the business. 
 
Jon Rosenbaum, North Saint Asaph Street, strongly opposed the request. He stated that the 
historic preservation of Princess Street is as important today as it was in 1997, when a rezoning 
staff report for an immediately adjacent property suggested that rezoning requests in the vicinity 
should be minimized. 
 
Bruno Mahlmann, Princess Street, stated that another restaurant and hotel is not needed in this 
area and stressed that the property should remain residential.  
 
Cathleen Curtain, Princess Street, asked the Commission to deny the request. She noted that the 
proposal has no support within the neighborhood and stated that the area doesn’t need additional 
commercial activity. 
 
Lorne Craner, Princess Street, opposed the request. He objected to the characterization of the 
subject section of North Washington Street as a “dead zone” and stated that parking was not 
adequately addressed. 
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Janet Barnett, Old Town Business and Professional Association, spoke in support of the request. 
She noted that the proposal would bring life to this area of North Washington Street. 
 
Tim Clancy, North Saint Asaph Street, noted the close proximity of the use to his property and 
agreed with the statements made in the 1997 rezoning staff report for the property immediately 
adjacent to the subject site.  
 
Francis J. Duggan, Lee Mews Homeowners Association, spoke against the proposal. He noted 
the proximity of his 20-unit community to the site and stated that the proposal would negatively 
impact the quality of life of nearby residences. He also cited the potential for excessive noise 
from special events such as weddings. 
 
Elaine Johnston, Alexandria Historic Foundation, expressed a preference for the site to remain 
residential. She expressed concern that the proposal would jeopardize the historic site and asked 
the Commission to consider requiring the applicant to agree to a historic easement on the 
property as noted in the Foundation’s letter to the Commission. 
 
Shirley Rettig, Princess Street, expressed concern about the proposal, particularly regarding 
excessive noises, and noted that supporters of the proposal do not live in the neighborhood.  
 
Brian Johnson, North Saint Asaph Street, spoke against the request. He expressed concerns about 
the cobblestone street and about the lack of parking in the area and in redevelopment projects 
approved in the area in recent decades. 
 
Kathryn Papp, Cameron Street, asked the Commission to look more closely at the important 
group of large, historic and rare residential properties on North Washington Street and believed 
that a master plan study should be conducted in this area. 
 
Van Van Fleet, Old Town Civic Association, expressed serious reservations about the proposal. 
He raised concerns about parking and what could happen at the property in the future under 
different ownership and asked the Commission to consider historic easements at the site. He 
stated that the proposal offered little benefit to neighbors. 
 
Richard Muller, Princess Street, expressed support for the proposal and noted that he lives 
immediately next-door to the site. 
 
Jennifer Warren, North Royal Street, expressed concern about parking for the use. She stated 
that, although appreciative of the additional parking requirements recommended in the staff 
report, valet parking should be required every day and should not be potentially removed after 
six months. 
 
Ron Rigby, North Pitt Street, spoke in opposition to the request. He disagreed with the staff 
approach in the case, expressed disappointment regarding outreach efforts and questioned 
whether the application was submitted prior to the deadline for inclusion on the October docket. 
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Hazel Rigby, North Pitt Street, spoke against the request. She noted her observations from living 
in the neighborhood for many years and stated that the request would change the character of the 
neighborhood. 
 
Faye Padgett, North Saint Asaph Street, stated that the proposal was not realistic regarding 
parking impacts and that the parking impact from new residential developments in the area was 
not acknowledged. 
 
Carolyn L. Merck, North Royal Street, spoke in opposition to the request and cited negative 
parking impacts from the use. She stated that the Old Town Small Area Plan does not call for the 
requested rezoning but instead acknowledges the presence and importance of residential uses. 
She stated that North Washington Street should not be a wholly commercial thoroughfare. 
 
John G. Kester, North Saint Asaph Street, expressed concern about the proposal and stated that 
he bought his property with the understanding that the subject site would be residential. He also 
questioned whether noticing requirements were met in this case. 
 
Mark D. Betts, business owner, spoke in support of the request. He noted the importance of the 
applicant having operated two restaurants in the City for years and without complaints. 
 
Billie Schaeffer, North Saint Asaph Street, presented photographs to the Commission showing 
residences on North Washington Street that were demolished many years ago and discussed the 
importance of preserving historic homes on the street. She expressed concern about future uses 
on the site. 
 
John Williams, North Saint Asaph Street, spoke in opposition to the request. He cited parking 
and odor concerns and believed that valet parking would not be feasible in this location. He 
stated that residential areas should be preserved. 
 
Val P. Hawkins, Alexandria Economic Development Partnership, spoke in support of the 
request. He noted that the recommended conditions of approval in the report would mitigate 
potential concerns. 
 
Melody Fennel, North Pitt Street, spoke in opposition to the request on behalf of two neighbors. 
She expressed concern regarding odors, noise, lack of parking and truck deliveries. 
 
William Cromley, North Columbus Street, spoke in support of the request. He stated that North 
Washington Street is clearly commercial and noted that Old Town has historically included a 
mix of uses. He also stated that the parking lot at 424 North Washington only offers one way in 
and out and therefore is not ideal for shared parking. 
 
Tom Kaiden, Alexandria Convention and Visitors Association, spoke in support of the request 
and referred to the Association’s letter to the Commission. 
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Anne Canfield, Oronoco Street, expressed her strong support for the request. She stated that it 
would enhance the Old Town experience for visitors and residences and would preserve the 
historic nature of the building. 
 
Mark Kington, Oronoco Street, asked the Commission to reject the request. He stated that many 
of other locations exist in Alexandria for the use and believed that the rezoning would negatively 
affect property values. 
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I. DISCUSSION   
 
The applicant, Janow LLC d/b/a La Bergerie by M. Catharine Puskar, attorney, requests approval 
of a Master Plan Amendment, Rezoning, and Special Use Permit to operate a hotel and 
restaurant with a parking reduction and shared parking at 329 North Washington Street. 
 

SITE DESCRIPTION 
 
The subject property is one lot with 
approximately 72 feet of frontage on North 
Washington Street, approximately 123 feet 
of frontage on Princess Street, and a total 
lot area of 8,907 square feet. It is improved 
with a three and one-half story, historic 
structure built in approximately 1823 and 
1833 and a two-story accessory structure 
built in 2006.  
 
The property is surrounded by a mix of 
commercial and residential uses. 
Townhouse and single-family residential 
uses are located to the north and to the east. 
An office building and the mixed-use Brockett Square condominium are located to the south. 
Additional commercial uses, including Wells Fargo Bank and several professional offices, are 
located to the west across North Washington Street and farther to the north. 
 

SITE BACKGROUND 
 
The property appears to have been used exclusively as a residence for its first 100 years. Starting 
in the 1930s, the first floor included a doctor’s office which continued in operation until 
approximately the 1980s, and the doctor maintained a residence on the upper floors. The 
property continued to function as a residence for the doctor’s family until approximately 1999 
and was purchased by current property owner in 2004. The owner has sought to sell the property 
as a residence for approximately two years without success. 
 
The Old & Historic Alexandria Board of Architectural Review has approved various changes to 
the property since 1999, including a Certificate of Appropriateness (BAR#2005-0283) in 
December 2005 to construct the two-story accessory structure and after-the-fact window 
approval in 2008 (BAR#2008-0250). The Board of Zoning Appeals also approved a variance to 
allow a curb cut on Princess Street in 2002. During a recent site visit, staff determined that the 
accessory building appeared to contain a second dwelling unit not approved by Planning & 
Zoning.  
 
In 1997, City Council approved MPA#97-0003 / REZ#97-0003 to rezone the property at 323 
North Washington Street, immediately to the south of the subject site, from RM / Townhouse to 
CD / Commercial Downtown. 
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APPLICANT BACKGROUND 
 
The applicant has operated La Bergerie since 2000 and would relocate the business from 218 
North Lee Street, in the Crilley Warehouse a few blocks from the subject site, if the current 
request is approved. The existing 148-seat restaurant, which first started in the mid-1970s under 
different ownership, is grandfathered as to the need for Special Use Permit approval. The 
applicant opened a second restaurant, Del Ray Café, on East Howell Avenue in 2011 following 
Administrative SUP approval. Staff has received no complaints about either business under this 
applicant’s ownership. 
 
 PROPOSAL 
 
The applicant proposes to relocate and expand its existing fine-dining restaurant serving French 
cuisine and add a new five-room inn at this location. The inn/hotel rooms would be located on 
the second and third levels of the main building. The restaurant would operate on the ground and 
basement levels of the main building, as well as within the two-story accessory structure 
(carriage house). Outdoor dining would be offered in patio areas between the main and accessory 
structures. The total number of seats expected to be offered at the restaurant would be 153, and 
the restaurant would operate between the hours of 8 a.m. and 11 p.m. daily. It would offer live 
entertainment both inside and outside, including during expected special events such as birthday 
parties and weddings. On-premises alcohol, and off-premises alcohol sales likely in the form of 
wine bottles for restaurant customers, is proposed. Additional details regarding the applicant’s 
operation are as follows: 
 
Hours of Operation:  8 a.m. – 11 p.m. daily (restaurant) 
    24 hours/day (hotel) 
 
Restaurant Seats:  54 main dining room seats  
    10 main lounge/lobby seats 
    11 bar seats in carriage house 
 + 26 banquet seats at carriage house     
  101 indoor seats 
    40 outdoor dining seats 
 + 12 outdoor lounge seats  
  153 total restaurant seats                              
     
Type of Service:   Dine-in service only  
 
Delivery:    No delivery of food to customers is proposed 
  
Alcohol:    On and off-premises alcohol service 
  
Live Entertainment:  Limited live entertainment both inside and outside. Outside 

entertainment would be acoustic only. 
  
Employees:  15-23 employees are typically expected at any one time depending on 

time of day (not including overnight hours). 
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Loading/Unloading: New, dedicated loading/unloading zone on North Washington Street 

would accommodate both supply deliveries and hotel guests except 
during the hours of 7 a.m. – 9 a.m. when the lane is reserved for HOV 
use.  

 
Noise:  Noise levels are expected to be in compliance with City’s Noise 

Ordinance 
 
Odors:     No odors are expected from the business 
 
Trash/Litter:  Trash will be stored in an indoor facility and will be collected from 

bins approximately three times each week from North Washington 
Street. 

 
ZONING 

 
The property is currently located in the RM / Townhouse zone. It was rezoned from RC / 
Residence zone as part of the City-wide 1992 rezoning. Hotels and restaurants are not allowed in 
the RM zone; however, the applicant seeks to rezone the property to CD / Commercial 
Downtown. Sections 4-503(O) and (W) of the Zoning Ordinance allow hotels and restaurants in 
the CD zone only with Special Use Permit approval.  
 
The table below outlines various requirements within the RM and CD zones and offers a 
comparison to existing site features, which are not expected to change under this proposal. 
 

Total Site Area: 8,907 square feet 
Current Zone: RM / Townhouse zone 
Current Use: Residential 

Proposed Use: Restaurant and Hotel (Commercial) 

 Permitted/Required (RM) Permitted/Required (CD) 
Existing/ 
Proposed 

FAR: 1.5 
1.5  

2.5 (w/SUP) 
0.82 

Height: 35 feet / 45 feet          
(depending on roof slope)

50 feet 36 feet 
(estimated)

Open Space 35%                   
(or amount existing in 1992) None 42.5% 

(estimated) 

 
 
MASTER PLAN DESIGNATION 

 
The property is located the Old Town Small Area Plan chapter of the Master Plan which 
designates the property for residential uses. The applicant has applied for a Master Plan 
Amendment to re-designate the property as being located in the CD zone. 
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PARKING REQUIREMENTS 
 
Pursuant to Section 8-200(A)(21) of the Zoning Ordinance, a hotel and restaurant located within 
Parking District #1 is required to provide 0.7 off-street parking spaces for every hotel guest room 
and one off-street parking space for every eight restaurant or meeting room seats. The proposal 
to operate a five-room hotel and 153-seat restaurant would therefore require a total of 24 off-
street parking spaces. Outside of Parking District #1, one off-street parking space is required for 
each hotel guest room and one off-street parking space is required for every four restaurant seats, 
which would result in a requirement of 44 off-street spaces for the proposal if it were located 
elsewhere. 
 
Pursuant to Section 8-200(D)(1) of the Zoning Ordinance, the parking spaces provided on-site 
must be standard-sized (nine feet wide by 18.5 feet long). The spaces may not be obstructed 
according to Section 8-200(D)(6), and shared parking arrangements require Special Use Permit 
approval according to Section 8-100(A)(6). 
 
Pursuant to Section 8-200(B)(5) of the Zoning Ordinance, an off-street loading space is not 
required for the business because it is located within a building erected prior to 1963. The 
applicant plans to conduct supply loading/unloading activities from a new loading/unloading 
zone on North Washington Street except during the 7 a.m. – 9 a.m. rush hours. 
 

PROVISION OF PARKING SPACES 
 
Application Materials 
In its application materials revised September 5th, the applicant stated it would partially satisfy its 
parking requirement in two ways. First, a total of six off-street parking spaces would have been 
available at all times. Three of the six parking spaces available at all times would be located on-
site, while the remaining three spaces would have been made available at a location that had not 
been determined. Second, 30 spaces would be provided after 5 p.m. weeknights and all day on 
weekends at the Professional Insurance Agents National Association office building at 400 North 
Washington Street.  
 
Recent Developments 
The applicant subsequently obtained 14 additional off-street parking spaces on weeknights and 
weekends at 424 North Washington Street. The total number of off-site parking spaces on 
weeknights and all day on weekends increased to total of 44 (plus the three on-site spaces). It 
also agreed to staff’s request to provide a total of eight off-site parking spaces instead of three, 
which brings the total number of spaces available for the use during the day to 11. The most 
likely location for these off-site, daytime parking spaces is the Tavern Square garage at 418 
Cameron Street. In summary: 
 
Weekday Parking Spaces         Night & Weekend Parking Spaces 
   3 on-site, off-street spaces                   3 on-site, off-street spaces 
   3 off-site, off-street spaces (as of 9/5)            30 off-site, off-street spaces 
+ 5 off-site, off-street spaces (recent)             + 14 recent off-site, off-street spaces 
 11 total off-street spaces       47 total off-street spaces 
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Parking Reductions / Shared Parking 
According to the September 5th application, a parking reduction of 18 spaces would have been 
necessary to meet the balance of the 24-space parking requirement on weekdays (24 required at 
all times – 6 provided during daytime hours = 18-space deficit during daytime hours). However, 
the recent addition of five off-street spaces during daytime hours results in an effective parking 
reduction request of 13 off-street parking spaces during daytime hours. (24 required at all times 
– 11 provided during daytime hours = 13-space deficit during daytime hours). 
 
In addition to the 13-space reduction during the day, the applicant requests a parking reduction to 
allow the three on-site spaces available at all times to count toward its parking requirement 
despite dimensional and access deficiencies. These three parking spaces would be available at all 
times to the rear of the main dwelling and adjacent to the accessory structure. They would be 
compact-sized (eight feet wide by 16 feet long) rather than standard-sized (nine feet wide by 18.5 
feet long) as required. They also would not be independently accessible as required but instead 
would have an arrangement similar to “tandem” parking such that at least one vehicle would 
need to move to allow the other two spaces to be reached.  
 
Pursuant to Section 8-100(A)(6) of the Zoning Ordinance, SUP approval of a “shared parking 
arrangement” is necessary to allow the off-site parking spaces proposed in connection this 
request to be shared with the uses located on those properties. 
 
II. STAFF ANALYSIS 

 
Staff supports the applicant’s Master Plan Amendment, Rezoning, and Special Use Permit 
requests. Although residences are located in close proximity to the site, including immediately 
next-door, the proposal meets several goals of the Old Town Small Area Plan. The proposed new 
zoning for the property, CD / Commercial Downtown, is the zone for the properties located 
immediately adjacent to the site to the south and across the street. North Washington Street is 
primarily a commercial corridor. Although restaurant uses present some potential for 
neighborhood impacts, the inclusion of several conditions of approval in this report – including 
the recent addition of daytime parking spaces and the establishment of a valet parking service - 
should mitigate these impacts. Staff notes as well that the applicant has years of experience 
operating two restaurants in Alexandria with no recorded complaints. 
 

A. Master Plan Amendment 
 
Staff has reviewed the proposed Master Plan Amendment for compliance with the overall goals 
and objectives of the Old Town Small Area Plan. Although one goal of the Plan is that “areas 
presently used for residential purposes should remain residential,” this statement pertains to 
broader areas within the plan rather than individual residentially-used properties, including those 
located along a primarily commercial corridor. Ultimately, staff finds that the proposal is 
consistent with the following five specific goals: 
 

 Protect buildings and areas of historic and architectural value; 
 Protect the appearance of Washington Street as the gateway to Old Town; 
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 Preserve existing open space areas including residential side and rear yards whenever 
practicable; 

 Encourage the tourist potential of the historic and architectural aspects of Old Town; 
 Retain the retail pattern along King Street and Washington Street. Encourage more 

neighborhood serving retail uses and discourage large-scale commercial buildings. 
 
Given that the applicant proposes to adaptively re-use the existing structure without significant 
changes, the proposal would keep intact this building of historic and architectural value, which is 
nearly 200 years old and is an excellent example of Federalist architecture. The applicant and 
potential property owner is a business entity owned by Alexandrians who are well-acquainted 
with the historic value of Old Town Alexandria generally and this building specifically. The plan 
to maintain the building with only limited changes would also meet the goal of protecting the 
appearance of Washington Street as a gateway to Old Town, while the applicant’s plan to reserve 
existing outdoor areas for outdoor dining would help to preserve existing open space in the area. 
The hotel element of the proposal would encourage the tourist potential of the historic and 
architectural aspects of Old Town in by offering additional hotel rooms for tourists generally and 
offering them at a site that is historically and architecturally notable itself. If approved, the 
restaurant element of the use would continue to serve neighborhood residents as it does today 
only a few blocks away. 
 

B. Rezoning 
 
Staff supports the request to rezone the subject property from RM / Townhouse to CD / 
Commercial Downtown. Although a 1997 staff report for the rezoning at 323 North Washington 
(immediately to the south) suggested that rezonings in this area should be minimized to retain an 
important urban design function, staff’s thinking on the matter has changed in the intervening 17 
years. It believes that the subject property, together with the property at 407 North Washington 
immediately across Princess Street, continues to serve a notable urban design function by 
marking on Washington Street the entrance into primarily residential neighborhoods. However, it 
is the design of the buildings on those two corner properties that achieves that distinction and not 
automatically the uses operating inside them. Commercial uses that involve no significant 
changes to the historic building at this property, thereby retaining the property’s residential 
design character, would still be compatible with the important urban design function noted at this 
intersection in 1997.  
 
Staff finds that the proposal meets the City’s “Criteria for Rezoning Without a Master Plan 
Study.” As explained below, this project is of a lesser scale and would not warrant a new plan or 
study on its own. Staff has reached this conclusion based on an analysis of the five specific 
points listed in the criteria. 
 
Consistency with Small Area Plan 
As discussed previously, the proposal is consistent with five specific goals of the Old Town 
Small Area Plan. 
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Consistency with Type of Area 
The Old Town area contains a variety of commercial and residential uses along major streets and 
adjacent to stable and generally residential neighborhoods. The specific area around the subject 
site largely matches this general pattern, including the presence of single-family and townhouse 
residences in the immediate vicinity to the north and east of the site. However, North 
Washington Street exhibits a strong commercial character as the properties on both sides of the 
street from King to First Streets are primarily zoned CD, CDX, CRMU-X, or OC. Only six 
properties on North Washington Street, including the subject site, are zoned residential. The 
requested rezoning from residential to commercial is therefore consistent with the dominant 
commercial use of North Washington Street. Furthermore, the property located immediately to 
the south of the site and two of the three other properties at the intersection of North Washington 
and Princess Streets are zoned CD. The specific rezoning requested here is therefore reasonable 
given that immediately-adjacent land is designated as the same zone (CD). 
 
Isolated Parcel 
This rezoning criterion asks whether similarly-situated sites in the area could request similar 
rezonings, possibly leading to extensive redevelopment with negative impacts that could be 
addressed through a special planning study. In this case, the applicant is not requesting 
redevelopment of the property of the kind anticipated in the criterion. Although it is possible that 
the five other residentially-zoned properties on North Washington Street could request similar 
rezonings, none of those sites are likely candidates for large-scale redevelopment either given 
their size and that they contain or are associated with historic buildings. Those buildings are 
expected to remain in place regardless of whether the properties are zoned residential or 
commercial. For instance, one of the five other residentially-zoned properties is the non-profit 
Lee-Fendall House Museum at 614 Oronoco, and another is Robert E. Lee’s boyhood home at 
607 Oronoco, formerly a museum open to the public. The number of properties similar to the 
subject site, at five, is low enough and each property is also small enough in land area that a 
special study is unnecessary.  
 
Status of Planning for Area 
The 1992 Old Town Small Area Plan remains the governing document for the area. No updates 
to this Small Area Plan are currently being discussed or anticipated. 
 
Consistency with City Goals 
In addition to being consistent with goals stated in the Old Town Small Area Plan, the rezoning 
proposal meets other City goals. The rezoning would help to retain a balance of residential and 
commercial uses in the City, which in recent years has seen a broad trend toward commercially-
zoned land being used for residential purposes. It would allow for the introduction of a new retail 
use in this location, which could potentially activate this section of North Washington Street and 
encourage other new retail uses. The rezoning would offer a public benefit of making the historic 
property accessible to the general public, whereas the site is currently a private residence. 
Finally, the request would also assist the retention and expansion within Alexandria of a locally-
owned small business that has been in operation in Old Town for over 40 years. 
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C. Special Use Permit 
 
Although the hotel element of the proposed use is small enough that it is unlikely to have a 
negative effect on the surrounding area, restaurants do present some potential for neighborhood 
impacts as a general matter. The proposed business would be located in close proximity to 
residential uses to the north and east, including immediately next-door. However, it is not rare 
for restaurants to be located in close proximity to residences in Alexandria. Restaurant Eve, 
Evening Star, St. Elmo’s, Vermillion and the applicant’s two existing restaurant locations are just 
a few examples. Dozens of other restaurants are located in mixed-use buildings in the City. 
These uses can successfully co-exist in the right circumstances and with the inclusion of a 
variety of conditions of approval. Staff has found that the proposal is consistent with the Old 
Town Restaurant Policy, with the important inclusion of additional parking and a valet parking 
program. It recommends approval of the applicant’s Special Use Permit requests to operate the 
restaurant and hotel and an amended approval regarding the provision of parking. 
 
Old Town Restaurant Policy 
The Old Town Restaurant Policy requires a review of the potential impact on the surrounding 
neighborhood regarding matters such as alcohol and late-night hours, litter, a diversity of uses, 
and parking.  
 
Alcohol and Late-Night Hours 
Although the applicant proposes to offer on and off-premises alcohol, the latest closing hour at 
the restaurant would be 11 p.m. daily, which is slightly earlier than the commonly-approved 
closing hours of 12 midnight (weeknights) and 1 a.m. (weekends) for restaurants in Old Town. 
The proposed live entertainment would be limited in scope and, although occasional special 
events would occur here, a fine-dining restaurant atmosphere is expected to predominate. The 
potential for the kinds of negative impacts raised in the Policy related to alcohol and late night 
hours is therefore low. 
 
Litter 
The potential for litter impacts is expected to be minimal given that the proposed restaurant 
concept is oriented toward dine-in customers. Nonetheless, standard condition language has been 
included in this report (Condition #21) to require the applicant to pick up litter on the property 
and surrounding area on a routine basis. 
 
Diversity of Uses 
The Policy also requires consideration of whether the proposal would negatively affect the 
balance of uses that exist in the immediate area. In this case, the establishment of a restaurant 
and hotel would notably enhance the diversity of the area. In the four-block section of North 
Washington Street from Cameron to Pendleton Streets (200 to 500 blocks), office uses 
predominate along with a small number of personal service and residential uses. No other 
restaurants or hotels are located on these blocks. 
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Parking 
When staff reviewed the applicant’s September 5th application revision, it believed for two 
reasons that some potential existed for spill-over parking into residential neighborhoods and 
increased competition for on-street parking spaces as anticipated within the Old Town Restaurant 
Policy. One reason is that the applicant had provided only six off-street parking spaces during the 
day and requested an 18-space parking reduction to meet the balance of the 24-space 
requirement. A reduction of some parking spaces is supportable for the use during the day given 
that the 26 banquet seats would not likely be used on an everyday basis and 10 lounge seats are 
less likely to be used during the day. In addition, the 52 outdoor seats are seasonal in nature and 
several bus lines run along North Washington Street. Nonetheless, staff found that the number of 
daytime spaces in the applicant’s September 5th proposal to be inadequate. It would not have 
provided enough parking for employees and hotel guests, users whose vehicles are least likely to 
turn-over if they parked on-street.  
 
Staff therefore asked the applicant to provide an additional five off-street parking spaces during 
daytime hours, which it agreed to do, and has memorialized this agreement as a requirement in 
Condition #13. The number of daytime, off-site parking spaces provided for the use would now 
be eight, bringing the total number of daytime parking spaces available for the use to 11. Staff 
arrived at the 11-space number after taking into account the percentage of employees who 
currently drive to the applicant’s existing La Bergerie location on North Lee Street (33%) and 
applying it to the number of employees (15) expected at the site during the day. Two additional 
spaces would allow for future changes in the number of employees at the site or in transportation 
habits. The final four spaces are intended to account for hotel guests while allowing for the 
likelihood that the occupants of at least one room would have arrived at the site via taxicab or 
public transportation. 
 
Staff notes that the applicant may choose to continue leasing the same eight daytime off-site 
parking spaces on nights and weekends. In addition, the provision of eight off-site parking spaces 
during the day and 14 of the 44 off-site spaces on nights and weekends would be mandatory for 
at least the first six months of the operation of the use, and could be waived in whole or in part 
by the Director after that time without further SUP approval if the applicant demonstrates that 
the spaces are no longer necessary for the use or to mitigate potential spillover parking into 
adjacent residential neighborhoods. The three on-site spaces and 30 of the 44 
weeknight/weekend spaces would be ineligible to be waived under Condition #13.  
 
A second reason that staff sees the need for conditions to mitigate the potential for spill-over 
parking here is that the majority of the parking provided for the use is located off-site. Although 
the off-site parking proposed here is relatively close, the possibility remains that first-time 
customers or those customers choosing a shorter walk could park in nearby residential areas. 
Staff therefore recommends two conditions designed to ensure that off-site parking spaces are 
fully utilized during peak hours. Condition #16 would require the applicant to advertise the 
location of its off-street parking spaces, as well as other parking garages in the area that are open 
to the public, on its website and by posting a sign near the entrance to the restaurant. Condition 
#14 would require the applicant to operate a valet parking service for restaurant customers on 
Friday and Saturday evenings.  
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The valet requirement would be mandatory for at least the first six months of the operation of the 
use, and could be waived in whole or in part by the Director after that time without further SUP 
approval if the applicant demonstrates that the valet parking program is not needed in order to 
achieve full utilization of the off-site parking areas. The applicant would have a degree of 
flexibility regarding many details of such a program, although ultimately the request would need 
to be reviewed as part of a separate Administrative Special Use Permit process. That process 
includes public noticing requirements and, if approved, a variety of conditions intended to 
mitigate potential negative impacts from valet operations. Staff notes that the Planning 
Commission deleted Condition #14 at the public hearing on October 7, 2014. 
 
With the addition of daytime spaces and the inclusion of a valet parking program, staff believes 
that the provision of parking for the use is adequate. The provision of daytime parking spaces is 
improved and the utilization of night and weekend parking spaces is enhanced. The provision of 
a total of 47 spaces on weeknights and all day on Saturday and Sunday exceeds the 24-space 
parking requirement as well as the number of spaces that would have been required for the use in 
other parking districts. Importantly, sufficient parking would be provided for the use during the 
evenings, which would likely be the time of highest parking demand similar to many other 
restaurants. Since this plan for parking leverages existing spaces at nearby office buildings that 
are essentially unused after business hours, it also represents an efficient shared parking 
program, which staff encourages as a general practice. The reduced size and tandem 
configuration of the on-site parking spaces are reasonable requests and would allow for one 
additional space at the property compared to the applicant’s first proposal. 
 
Additional Considerations 
Staff has identified certain elements of the use, in addition to the matters reviewed in connection 
with the Old Town Restaurant Policy, which necessitate special condition language to mitigate 
potential negative impacts. The adjacent block of Princess Street is not well-suited to the 
loading/unloading of supplies given the proximity to residential uses and because of the vehicle 
weight restriction that exists to protect the street’s cobblestone surface. At staff’s request, the 
applicant has clarified that it plans to use two on-street parking spaces on North Washington 
Street immediately in front of the property for both the loading/unloading of supplies and for 
hotel guests. Condition #20 would require the applicant to load/unload supplies from vehicles 
parked on North Washington Street, and only during certain hours, and would prohibit it from 
occurring from vehicles parked on Princess Street.    
 
Staff also has some concern about the potential for excessive noises coming from the outdoor 
dining portion of the use. Although outdoor dining is a common feature at restaurant in 
Alexandria, in many instances the seats are located immediately in front of the restaurant and 
their overall number is rather low. In this case, the applicant proposes up to 52 seats in 
approximately the middle portion of the property. It also plans to offer acoustic live 
entertainment outside and may hold weddings and other special events there as well. Staff does 
not object to the overall concept and recognizes that the applicant has lowered the number of 
seats slightly compared to its original proposal and has also purposefully located them away 
from the eastern side of the property that is closest to residences. However, it believes that the 
outdoor dining area should close, and the outdoor live entertainment should end, earlier than the 
proposed 11 p.m. to reduce the potential for excessive noises from negatively impacting nearby 
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residences. Condition #3 therefore recommends that the outdoor dining area shall close at 10 
p.m. daily and Condition #7 stipulates that all outdoor live entertainment shall be acoustic only 
and end no later than 9 p.m. daily. 
 
Although the applicant does not plan significant changes to the exterior of the property, certain 
improvements such as lighting and signage are expected. While these changes would be 
reviewed for their historic appropriateness, as required, staff recommends in Condition #12 that a 
second, staff-level review should occur in addition to BAR review in three specific instances. 
Given that some potential exists for negative lighting impacts on adjacent properties, including 
from lights in the outdoor dining area, staff would review lighting levels and coverage at the 
property. It would also review any additions to the building if they are contemplated in the future 
and any changes to the exterior that do not need BAR approval for their potential for 
neighborhood impacts and their consistency with neighborhood character. Staff notes that the 
Planning Commission deleted Condition #12 at the public hearing on October 7, 2014. 
 
In addition to these special conditions, staff has also included several routine conditions in this 
report regarding matters such as noise, odors, trash storage and litter. It has also recommended 
condition language allowing off-premises alcohol with the traditional prohibition on single-sales 
of beer and wine coolers but has used amended language to allow smaller wine bottles and to 
allow the sale of sherries, ports, and dessert wines (Condition #8). Amended language relating to 
wine has been used occasionally in the past, and staff will continue to review the matter in 
anticipation of a work session in the future as requested by the Planning Commission.  
 
Neighborhood Outreach 
Staff has discussed the Master Plan Amendment, Rezoning, and SUP request with several 
neighboring property owners, civic groups, and other interested community members. As of this 
writing, staff has received letters in support of the proposal signed by 48 individuals as well as 
the Old Town Business and Professional Association and the Alexandria Convention and 
Visitor’s Association. It has also received two petitions with a combined total of 65 individual 
signatures and letters of opposition signed by 14 other individuals. The Garett’s Mill 
Homeowners Association has also expressed written opposition. 
 
Representatives from the Old Town Civic Association met with staff in early September to 
discuss its concerns, which included parking. A group of residents in the nearby Bullfinch 
Square and Lee Mews communities met with staff in mid-September to discuss their opposition 
to the request. Their concerns, which are detailed in position papers attached to this document, 
include neighborhood character, parking, noise, odors, and trash.  
 

D.  Conclusion 
 

In conclusion, staff believes the request would help achieve goals identified in the Old Town 
Small Area Plan, would preserve and open to the public a fine example of historic architecture in 
the City, and would support the growth of a locally-owned business. The rezoning is appropriate 
given that North Washington Street is primarily a commercial corridor. While it is mindful of the 
proximity of residential uses, the concerns raised by the community and the general potential for 
impacts from restaurants, the inclusion of over 20 conditions of approval in this request, some of 
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which are special conditions, should mitigate the potential for negative effects from the business. 
Subject to the conditions contained in Section III of this report, staff recommends approval of the 
Special Use Permit request. 
 
III. RECOMMENDED CONDITIONS 
 
Staff recommends approval subject to compliance with all applicable codes and ordinances and 
the following conditions: 
 
1. The Special Use Permit shall be granted to the applicant only or to any corporation in 

which the applicant has a controlling interest. (P&Z) 
 

2. The hours of operation of the indoor portions of the restaurant shall be limited to between 
8 a.m. and 11 p.m. daily. For indoor seating, meals ordered before 11 p.m. may be 
served, but no new patrons may be admitted and no new alcohol may be served and all 
patrons must leave by 12 midnight. (P&Z) 
 

3. The hours of operation for the outdoor seating shall be limited to between 8 a.m. and 10 
p.m. daily. The outdoor dining area shall be closed and cleared of all customers by 10 
p.m. and shall be cleaned at the close of each business day that it is in use. The outdoor 
seating area shall not include advertising signage, including on umbrellas. (P&Z) 

 
4. The maximum number of indoor seats at the restaurant shall be 101. The maximum 

number of outdoor seats at the restaurant shall be 52. (P&Z) 
 
5. The applicant shall post the hours of operation at the entrance of the business. (P&Z) 

 
6. No delivery of food to customers may operate from the restaurant. (P&Z) 
 
7. Limited live entertainment shall be permitted in the form of background music for 

restaurant patrons. No cover or admission fee may be assessed. All entertainment shall be 
subordinate to the principal function of the restaurant as an eating establishment. Any 
advertising of the entertainment shall reflect the subordinate nature of the entertainment 
by featuring food service as well as the entertainment. In addition, outdoor live 
entertainment shall be in the form of acoustic music only, with no amplification, and shall 
end no later than 9 p.m. daily. (P&Z)  
 

8. On and off-premises alcohol service may be permitted at the restaurant. Beer or wine 
coolers may be sold for off-premises consumption only in 4-packs, 6-packs or bottles of 
more than 40 fluid ounces. Wine may be sold in bottles of at least 375 ml. Fortified wines 
(or wine with an alcoholic content of 16.5% or more by volume) may not be sold unless 
in the form of dessert wines, premium ports, sherries, madeiras, and similar wines. (P&Z) 

 
9. The applicant shall conduct employee training sessions on an ongoing basis, including as 

part of any employee orientation, to discuss all SUP provisions and requirements and on 
how to prevent underage sales of alcohol to prevent the underage sale of alcohol. (P&Z) 
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10. No food, beverages, or other material shall be stored outside. (P&Z) 
 
11. Trash and garbage shall be placed in sealed containers which do not allow odors to 

escape and shall be stored inside or in closed containers which do not allow invasion by 
animals. No trash or debris shall be allowed to accumulate on site outside of those 
containers. (P&Z) 

 
12. CONDITION DELETED BY PLANNING COMMISSION: The applicant shall 

submit plans and specifications to the Director of Planning & Zoning for the review and 
approval of: 1) all exterior lighting levels and coverage; 2) any future additions to the 
building; and 3) all other exterior alterations at the property in cases when such other 
exterior alterations do not require approval of the Board of Architectural Review. (P&Z) 
(PC) 

 
13. Prior to the operation of the use, the applicant shall submit to the Director of Planning & 

Zoning for review and approval an agreement by which it is able to provide: a) eight off-
site parking spaces available for restaurant/hotel use between the hours of 8 a.m. and 5 
p.m. Monday-Friday, achieving a total of 11 off-street parking spaces for the use during 
the day Monday-Friday; and b) at least 44 off-site parking spaces available for evening 
restaurant/hotel use starting after 5 p.m. weeknights and all day on weekends. The 
location of the parking spaces shall be to the satisfaction of the Director. The Director 
may waive all or part of the eight-space daytime parking requirement or 14 of the spaces 
provided on evenings and weekends at any time after the use is operational for six 
months, and without subsequent Special Use Permit approval, if the applicant 
demonstrates that the spaces are no longer necessary for the use or to mitigate potential 
spillover parking into adjacent residential neighborhoods. (P&Z)(T&ES) 
 

14. CONDITION DELETED BY PLANNING COMMISSION: Prior to the operation of 
the use, the applicant shall obtain separate Special Use Permit approval for, and operate, 
a valet parking program for restaurant and hotel customers on Friday and Saturday 
evenings. The Director may waive all or part of the valet parking requirement at any time 
after the use is operational for six months, and without subsequent Special Use Permit 
approval, if the applicant demonstrates that valet parking is no longer necessary to ensure 
that required off-street parking spaces are fully utilized or to mitigate potential spillover 
parking into adjacent residential neighborhoods. (P&Z)(T&ES)(PC) 
 

15. The applicant shall require its employees who drive to use off-street parking and/or 
provide employees who use mass transit with subsidized bus and rail fare media. The 
applicant shall also post DASH and Metrobus schedules on-site for employees. (T&ES) 
 

16. The applicant shall direct patrons to the availability of parking at nearby public garages 
and shall provide information about off-street parking and alternative forms of 
transportation to access the location of the restaurant, via print and electronic promotional 
materials, posting on the restaurant website, and other similar methods. (P&Z)(T&ES) 
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17. All loudspeakers shall be prohibited from the exterior of the building including the 

outdoor terrace, and no amplified sounds shall be audible at the property line. (T&ES) 
 

18. Kitchen equipment including floor mats shall not be cleaned outside, nor shall any 
cooking residue be washed into the streets, alleys or storm sewers. (T&ES) 

 
19. The applicant shall control cooking odors, smoke and any other air pollution from 

operations at the site and prevent them from becoming a nuisance to neighboring 
properties, as determined by the Department of Transportation & Environmental 
Services. (T&ES) 

 
20. Loading and unloading shall occur from a dedicated loading/unloading zone consisting of 

two designated spaces to be located in front of the building on N. Washington Street and 
not from parking spaces on Princess Street. The applicant shall obtain all necessary 
approvals for the dedicated loading/unloading zone on North Washington Street. Loading 
and unloading of supply deliveries shall not occur between the hours of 11 p.m. and 7 
a.m.  The loading/unloading zone shall not be operational between the rush hours of 7 
a.m. – 9 a.m. Monday through Friday. (P&Z) (T&ES) 

 
21. Litter on the site and on public rights-of-way and spaces adjacent to or within 75 feet of 

the premises shall be picked up at least twice a day and at the close of business, and more 
often if necessary, to prevent an unsightly or unsanitary accumulation, on each day that 
the business is open to the public. (T&ES) 
 

22. All waste products including but not limited to organic compounds (solvents), shall be 
disposed of in accordance with all local, state and federal ordinances or regulations. 
(T&ES) 
 

23. The applicant shall contact the Community Relations Unit of the Alexandria Police 
Department at 703-746-6838 regarding a security assessment for the business and 
robbery readiness training for all employees. (P&Z) 
 

24. CONDITION AMENDED BY PLANNING COMMISSION: The Director of 
Planning and Zoning shall review the Special Use Permit one year six months after the 
business is operational, and shall docket the matter for consideration by the Planning 
Commission and City Council if (a) there have been documented violations of the permit 
conditions which that were not corrected immediately, constitute repeat violations or 
create a direct and immediate adverse zoning impact on the surrounding community; (b) 
the Director has received a request from any person to docket the permit for review as the 
result of a complaint that rises to the level of a violation of the permit conditions, or (c) 
the Director has determined that there are problems with the operation of the use 
(including parking or acoustical music) and that new or revised conditions are needed. 
(P&Z) (PC) 
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STAFF: Alex Dambach, Division Chief, Department of Planning and Zoning;  
 Nathan Randall, Urban Planner. 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Staff Note: In accordance with Section 11-506(c) of the Zoning Ordinance, construction or 
operation shall be commenced and diligently and substantially pursued within 18 months of the 
date of granting of a Special Use Permit by City Council or the Special Use Permit shall become 
void.  
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CITY DEPARTMENT COMMENTS 
 
Legend:     C - code requirement    R - recommendation    S - suggestion    F - finding 
 
Transportation & Environmental Services 
R-1 Prior to the operation of the use, the applicant shall submit a valet parking proposal to 

serve restaurant patrons and hotel guests. (T&ES) 
 

R-2 44 spaces shall be maintained at a minimum for evening hours of operation starting at 5 
pm. 11 spaces shall be provided during daytime hours for employee parking and hotel 
guests. (T&ES) 
 

R-3 There is currently no loading/unloading parking space along Washington Street.  The 
applicant shall request a loading/unloading parking space.  This request will go before the 
Traffic and Parking Board for approval. (T&ES) 

 
R-4 The applicant shall require its employees who drive to use off-street parking and/or 

provide employees who use mass transit with subsidized bus and rail fare media.  The 
applicant shall also post DASH and Metrobus schedules on-site for employees. (T&ES) 

 
R-5 The applicant shall provide information about alternative forms of transportation to 

access the location of the use, including but not limited to printed and electronic business 
promotional material, posting on the business website, and other similar methods. 
(T&ES) 

 
R-6 Kitchen equipment, including floor mats, shall not be cleaned outside, nor shall any 

cooking residue or wash water be washed into the streets, alleys or storm sewers. (T&ES) 
 

R-7 All waste products including but not limited to organic compounds (solvents), shall be 
disposed of in accordance with all local, state and federal ordinances or regulations. 
(T&ES) 

 
R-8 The applicant shall control cooking odors, smoke and any other air pollution from 

operations at the site and prevent them from leaving the property or becoming a nuisance 
to neighboring properties, as determined by the Department of Transportation & 
Environmental Services. (T&ES) 

 
R-9 Loading and unloading shall occur from two designated loading/unloading spaces to be 

located in front of the building on N. Washington Street and not from parking spaces on 
Princess Street.  Loading and unloading of supply deliveries shall not occur between the 
hours of 11 p.m. and 7 a.m.  The loading/unloading zone shall not be operational between 
the rush hours of 7 a.m. – 9 a.m. Monday through Friday. (T&ES) 

 
R-10 All loudspeakers shall be prohibited from the exterior of the building including the 

outdoor terrace, and no amplified sound shall be audible at the property line. Any music 
outdoors shall be acoustic only, with no amplification. (T&ES) 
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R-11 The outdoor seating area shall close at 10 pm, and any music outdoors shall not be 
permitted later than 9 pm. (T&ES) 
 

R-12 Litter on the site and on public rights-of-way and spaces adjacent to or within 75 feet of 
the premises shall be picked up at least twice a day and at the close of business, and more 
often if necessary, to prevent an unsightly or unsanitary accumulation, on each day that 
the business is open to the public.  (T&ES) 

 
C-1  The applicant shall comply with the City of Alexandria's Solid Waste Control, Title 5, 

Chapter 1, which sets forth the requirements for the recycling of materials (Sec. 5-1-99).  
In order to comply with this code requirement, the applicant shall provide a completed 
Recycling Implementation Plan (RIP) Form within 60 days of City Council approval.  
Contact the City’s Recycling Program Coordinator at (703) 746-4410, or via e-mail at 
commercialrecycling@alexandriava.gov, for information about completing this form.  
(T&ES)   

 
C-2 The applicant shall comply with the City of Alexandria's Noise Control Code, Title 11, 

Chapter 5, which sets the maximum permissible noise level as measured at the property 
line. (T&ES)  

 
Code Enforcement 
 F-1 The following comments are for SUP. Once the applicant has filed for a building permit 

and additional information has been provided, code requirements will be based upon that 
information and the building permit plans.  If there are any questions, the applicant may 
contact Charles Cooper, Plan Review division at Charles.cooper@alexandriava.gov or 
703-746-4197.  

 
C-1 Building and trade permits may be required for proposed alterations for accommodate 

restaurant and 5 room inn (hotel). Please contact or submit a plan that details the 
alterations to the permit center for review. 

 
C-2 New construction must comply with the current edition of the Uniform Statewide 

Building Code (USBC). 
 
Health 
Food Facilities  
1.  An Alexandria Health Department Permit is required for all regulated facilities. A permit 

shall be obtained prior to operation, and is not transferable between one individual or 
location to another.  

2.  Plans shall be submitted to the Health Department through the Multi-Agency Permit 
Center. Plans shall be submitted and approved by the Health Department prior to 
construction. There is a $200.00 plan review fee payable to the City of Alexandria.  

3.  Plans shall comply with Alexandria City Code, Title 11, Chapter 2, The Food and Food 
Handling Code of the City of Alexandria. Plans shall include a menu of food items to be 
offered for service at the facility and specification sheets for all equipment used in the 
facility, including the hot water heater.  
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4.  Facilities engaging in the following processes may be required to submit a HACCP plan: 
Smoking as a form of food preservation; curing food; using food additives to render food 
not potentially-hazardous; vacuum packaging, cook-chill, or sous-vide; operating a 
molluscan shellfish life-support system; and sprouting seeds or beans.  

5.  A Certified Food Manager shall be on-duty during all operating hours.  
6.  The facility shall comply with the Virginia Indoor Clean Air Act and the Code of 

Alexandria, Title 11, Chapter 10, Smoking Prohibitions.  
7.  Wood flooring in eating areas shall be finished in a manner that is smooth, durable, 

easily-cleanable, and non-absorbent. In many cases, original wooden flooring in 
historical structures may not be suitable for food service facilities.  

 
Hotel/Motels  
1.  An Alexandria Health Department Permit is required for all regulated facilities. 
2.  The facility must comply with State Code 35.1, Hotels, Restaurants, Summer Camps and 

Campgrounds.  
3.  Permits are non-transferable.  
4.  Permits must be obtained prior to operation.  
5.  There is a $40.00 Plan Review fee and a separate $40.00 permit fee.  
6.  Six sets of plans are to be submitted through the Permit Center and approved by this 

department prior to construction of any facility. 
 
Parks and Recreation 
F-1 No comments received 
 
Police Department 
F-1 No comments received 
 
Real Estate Assessments 
F-1 No comments 
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From: Susan Hellman <shellman@nvrpa.org>
Sent: Monday, October 06, 2014 3:48 PM
To: PlanComm
Subject: RE: SUP14-079; 329 N. Washington Street

Dear members of the Planning Commission, 
 
I would like to clarify that I wrote this letter as a private citizen, not as a representative of Carlyle House. In retrospect, I 
should have sent this from my personal email, not my work email. Please be aware that this is my personal opinion, and 
is not an official position of Carlyle House Historic Park. 
 
Thank you very much, 
 
Susan Hellman 
 
 

From: Susan Hellman  
Sent: Thursday, September 25, 2014 4:02 PM 
To: 'PlanComm@alexandriava.gov' 
Subject: SUP14-079; 329 N. Washington Street 
 
Dear Sirs, 
 
I am writing in support of SUP14‐079, a request to amend the land use designation, change the zone, and operate a 
hotel and restaurant at 329 North Washington Street. As the Director of Carlyle House, a member of the Board of the 
Historic Alexandria Resources Commission, member of the Board of Governors of the Alexandria Convention and Visitors 
Association, and a City resident, I feel that the Janowskys’ plan would be of great benefit to the community, and would 
revitalize North Washington Street. Siting La Bergerie at that location will expand interest in that end of town, drawing 
more visitors to historic sites such as the Lee‐Fendall House and the Black History Museum. As a professional 
architectural historian, I appreciate that the Janoskys intend to respect the historic nature of the house when renovating 
it to accommodate a restaurant and inn.  
 
Like the proposed site of the new La Bergerie, Carlyle House is adjacent to a residential neighborhood. We have 
residential homes to our north and to our east, and have managed to maintain beneficial relations with our neighbors. 
We rarely get complaints about noise or other issues. The Janowskys’ application indicates that they take this issue 
seriously, and have outlined several strategies designed to minimize any potential conflict. 
 
Finally, the Janowsky and Ticer families have faithfully and tirelessly served the City of Alexandria for decades. They are 
excellent stewards of the history of the City, stellar citizens, and upstanding entrepreneurs. This proposed venture will 
be a boon to the City, and I heartily endorse it. Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions or comments. 
 
Best regards,  
 
Susan Hellman 
Historic Site Manager 
Carlyle House Historic Park 
A Property of the Northern Virginia Regional Park Authority 
121 North Fairfax Street 
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From: Michael Jennings <emichaeljennings@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, October 07, 2014 5:54 AM
To: Nathan Randall; Alex Dambach; PlanComm
Cc: smjanow2000@yahoo.com
Subject: La Bergerie

1 0   P o t o m a c   C o u r t 

A l e x a n d r I a ,   V I r g I n I a   2 2 3 1 4 

                                                                                                                        October 7, 2014 

  

RE: Proposed Relocation of La Bergerie to 329 North Washington Street 

Dear City Staff and Planning Commissioners, 

We write to express our strong support for Laurent and Margaret Janowsky’s proposed 
relocation of La Bergerie to 329 North Washington Street.  My wife, Chantal and I have dined 
at La Bergerie many times over the years.  Not only have we experienced exceptional French 
cuisine and service, we believe Laurent to be one of the most gracious, sincere, hospitable, 
considerate, honest, hard-working hosts encountered anywhere. 

We are excited by the prospect of the Janowskys buying and moving La Bergerie into a 
beautiful, historic building on one of the City’s main commercial streets, allowing La Bergerie 
the permanent home it deserves in the City it has called home for nearly four decades. La 
Bergerie is one of a handful of remaining early restaurants that invested in the City’s vision of a 
rehabilitated old and historic commercial district - practically a landmark itself. 

When the Janowskys recently invested in the City in the popular Del Ray area as part of that 
neighborhood’s renaissance, they purchased an older building which had been vacant for two 
years, hired local son and contractor Harry Braswell, and delivered the popular neighborhood 
eatery, Del Ray Café. we believe their proposed restaurant and inn at 329 North Washington 
Street will offer this historic building a similar new lease on life and will bring the 
neighborhood some much needed activity in an otherwise “dead zone” along the entrance to 
Old Town from Washington.  The addition of the inn component is an exciting opportunity for 
the City to finally offer visitors the option of experiencing an overnight stay in a historic 
residence in the Old Town district. 
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We are happy to support La Bergerie and Laurent and Margaret Janowsky in their endeavor to 
not only keep their already well-respected restaurant in the City of Alexandria but to enhance 
the old and historic district’s very fabric with the addition of a historic inn.  

Sincerely, 

  

Michael V. Jennings           Chantal P. Jennings 
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October 7, 2013  

Alexandria Planning Commission 

RE:  329 North Washington Street (La Bergerie), Docket Item 12 

Dear Mr. Chairman and Members of the Planning Commission: 

The Board of Trustees of the Historic Alexandria Foundation (HAF) met on Monday, October 6, 2014 and 

reviewed the La Bergerie application. The Board voted to oppose this application, unless legally binding 

conditions are adopted that will ensure the preservation of the affected historic property. We request 

that the Planning Commission carefully consider the following recommendations.  

The mission of the Historic Alexandria Foundation is to advocate for the preservation of Alexandria’s 

historic buildings, districts and neighborhoods.  The focus of HAF in this matter, therefore, is 

appropriately concentrated on the historic preservation issues of this application:  whether the 

proposed change in zoning and use protects and enhances the historic character of the property and the 

character of the Old and Historic District. This property has great historic and architectural value, and is 

an excellent example of Federal architecture, with many original architectural features and historic 

fabric remaining intact.  It should be preserved and protected to the greatest extent possible.  

It is the position of HAF that the requested change in zoning and use of the property should not be 

granted unless the applicant agrees to grant easements to ensure the preservation and protection of the 

historic character of the property. HAF agrees with the recommendation of the Old Town Civic 

Association that preservation easements on the exterior of the building and on the existing open space 

must be required as a condition of approval of the zoning change.  In addition, HAF recommends that 

the easements should cover important interior features that are integral to the architectural character 

of the structure.  Although the applicant has (orally) stated an intention to preserve interior features 

such as the historic flooring, the fine woodwork, and the graceful staircase, there is no guarantee that 

either this applicant or a future owner would not change these features in a manner that would 

permanently destroy the architectural integrity of this landmark building.  We recommend that the 

applicant have an inventory of the significant architectural features produced by a professional 

architectural historian to determine the scope of the easement that would be appropriate, in 
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consultation with HAF and the prospective easement holder.  Agreement on the final terms of the 

easement should be a condition of any approval of this application.   

The proposed rezoning of this property would provide a substantial benefit to the applicant, while also 

jeopardizing the long‐term preservation of this important and historic property. Ensuring the protection 

and enhancement of the property through preservation easements would provide a corresponding 

public benefit to this proposal. With easements, the applicant’s stated sensitivity to this important 

landmark on North Washington Street will be guaranteed. Interior, exterior and open space easements 

will ensure this important property is preserved and protected by future owners. Without these 

guarantees, or other legally binding conditions that ensure the preservation of the property and its 

setting, HAF opposes this application. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

 
Elaine Johnston and Gail Rothrock 
Co‐Chairs, HAF Advocacy Committee 
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From: pmiller1806@comcast.net
Sent: Tuesday, October 07, 2014 9:08 AM
To: PlanComm
Subject: Support Letter for La Bergerie

October 7, 2014 

RE: Proposed Relocation of La Bergerie to 329 N. Washington Street, 
Alexandria, VA 

Dear Planning Commissioners, 

On behalf of the Del Ray Busienss Association, I am writing today to 
express our strong support for Laurent and Margaret Janowsky’s proposed 
relocation of La Bergerie to 329 N. Washington Street. Many of us have 
visited La Bergerie many times over the years and have experienced first-
class French cuisine. 

When the Janowskys recently invested in the Del Ray area, they purchased 
an older building which had been vacant for two years, hired local 
contractor Harry Braswell, and local architects Bob Larson and Stephen 
Koenig and delivered the popular neighborhood eatery, Del Ray Café. We 
believe their proposed restaurant and inn at 329 N. Washington Street will 
offer this historic building a similar new lease on life. The addition of the inn 
component is an exciting opportunity for the City to offer visitors the option 
of experiencing an overnight stay in a historic residence in the Old Town 
district. 

When the Janowsky’s come to Howell Avenue, they took the time to meet 
with the neighbors and discuss their plans with them. They have continued 
reaching out to their neighbors and if problems arise, they solve them 
quickly. 

We are excited by the prospect of the Janowskys buying and moving La 
Bergerie into the beautiful, historic building on one of the City’s main 
commercial streets, allowing La Bergerie the permanent home it deserves in 
the City it has called home for nearly four decades. La Bergerie is one of a 
handful of remaining early restaurants that invested in the City’s vision of a 
rehabilitated old and historic commercial district - practically a landmark 
itself. 
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We are happy to support Laurent and Margaret Janowsky in their endeavor 
to not only keep their already well-respected restaurant in the City of 
Alexandria but to enhance the old and historic district’s very fabric with the 
addition of a historic inn.  

Sincerely, 

Pat Miller, President 

Del Ray Business Association 
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From: Janet Seekins <jlseekins@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, October 06, 2014 6:02 PM
To: Nathan Randall; Alex Dambach; PlanComm
Cc: smjanow2000@yahoo.com
Subject: Proposed Relocation of La Bergerie to 329 N. Washington Street, Alexandria, VA

 
From:  Janet Leffler Seekins 
            123 Brown Avenue, Marietta, GA  30064 
             jlseekins@gmail.com 
 
 
To:  Alexandria City Staff, Planning Commissioners, Mayor and City Councilors 
 
 
Le Bergerie has been the site of many, many family dinners, birthday and holiday 
celebrations for the Leffler family.   No matter the size of the group, whether it be  
an intimate dinner for two or a birthday celebration for 33, we have always  
and consistently received the finest service and French cuisine from Laurent  
and Margaret Janowsky and their dependable and truly excellent staff.   
 
I applauded  Laurent and Margaret Janowsky several years ago when they boldly took their   
vision, ambition and energy to start the Del Ray Cafe.  This cafe has been a charming and  
delightful addition to the Del Ray neighborhood ever since with consistently excellent reviews. 
 
And, once again, Laurent and Margaret Janowsky have a bold vision to relocate Le Bergerie 
and to add overnight accommodations.  I thoroughly support this couple and encourage you all to support them 
in this exciting endeavor.  This will make a wonderful addition to the Washington 
Street neighborhood.  Their dedication and hard work paves the way for their success. 
 
I have included my contact information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Janet L. Seekins 
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From: Brian Walker <brianw424@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, October 07, 2014 11:14 AM
To: PlanComm
Cc: Torun
Subject: Against 329 N. Washington St. Refining

Dear Planning Commission, 
 
I would like to add my name to the long list of neighbors/long‐term residents of Alexandria who are opposed to the 
planned rezoning of 329 N. Washington Street.  I have lived at 424 Princess Street for over 14 years and will be directly ‐ 
and quite negatively ‐ impacted by this rezoning request. 
 
You are no doubt aware of the concerns of the residents who live in this lovely community, including issues relating to 
parking, noise, safety, health and aesthetics, so no need to recite them here.  I just ask that you give these concerns due 
consideration, as this decision will have a dramatic and lasting impact on the neighborhood. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Brian Walker 
424 Princess Street 
Alexandria, VA 22314 
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September 26, 2014 
  
RE: Proposed Relocation of La Bergerie to 329 N. Washington Street, Alexandria, VA 
  
Dear City Staff, Planning Commissioners, Mayor and City Councilors 
  
Wendy and I write today to express our strong support for Laurent and Margaret Janowsky's proposed 
relocation of La Bergerie to 329 N. Washington Street. We have personally dined La Bergerie many times 
over the years, and it is also always a major hit when entertaining friends and business associates. La 
Bergerie is our personal favorite restaurant, and unquestionably one of a relatively small number of 
superior restaurants here in Alexandria. It is also unquestionably a first-class French restaurant by any 
standard. Not only are the cuisine and wine list terrific, we have found Laurent to be one of the most 
gracious, sincere, hospitable, considerate, honest, hard-working hosts with whom we have had the 
privilege to be associated. 
  
We are genuinely excited by the prospect of the Janowsky's buying and moving La Bergerie into this 
beautiful, historic building on one of the City's main commercial streets, allowing La Bergerie the 
permanent home it deserves in the City it has called home for nearly four decades. La Bergerie is one of a 
very few remaining early restaurants that has invested in the City's vision of a rehabilitated old historic 
commercial district, and is practically a landmark itself. Both Wendy, who is a lifelong Alexandria 
resident, and myself very much appreciate this. 
  
When the Janowskys recently invested in the City in the popular Del Ray area as part of that 
neighborhood's renaissance, they purchased an older building which had been vacant for two years, 
hired a local son and contractor Harry Braswell, and delivered the very popular neighborhood eatery, 
Del Ray Cafe (our second favorite restaurant). We firmly believe their proposed restaurant and inn at 
329 N. Washington Street will offer this historic building a similar new lease on life and will bring the 
neighborhood some much needed activity in an otherwise "dead zone" along the entrance to Old Town 
from Washington, DC. The addition of the inn component is an exciting opportunity for the City to 
finally offer visitors the option of experiencing an overnight stay in a historic residence in the Old Town 
district. Personally, we can foresee having both friends and business associates take advantage of this 
strategically located inn, which we are sure will be impeccably appointed and managed. 
  
We are more than happy to support La Bergie and Laurent and Margaret Janowsky in their endeavor to 
not only keep their already terrific and well-respected restaurant in the City of Alexandria, but to also 
enhance the old and historic district's very fabric with the addition of a historic inn. In summary, this is 
just a really good idea and Wendy and I enthusiastically support it.  
  
Sincerely,  
Lou & Wendy Brown 
4801 Maury Lane 
Alexandria, VA   22304 
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From: James Cavanagh <jljcavanagh@comcast.net> 
Sent: Monday, September 29, 2014 2:45 PM 
To: PlanComm 
Cc: James Cavanagh 
Subject: OPPOSITION TO THE APPLICATION FOR A SPECIAL USE PERMIT AND REZONING OF 329 NORTH 
WASHINGTON ST.  
  

Dear Commission Members:  
 

I am writing, as a long‐time resident of North Saint Asaph 
Street, Alexandria, to strongly oppose the Rezoning and Special 
Use Permit (SUP) application for 329 North Washington 
Street.  My quality of life, and that of the community in which I 
reside, would be adversely and permanently affected by this 
rezoning and special use proposal. 

The Planning Commission must turn down this rezoning proposal with its 
accompanying Special Use Permit. 

The historic house at 329 N. Washington stands at the head of Princess Street, one of 
two preserved cobblestone blocks in the city. The house and the surrounding blocks 
are zoned RM, residential medium, and a large restaurant and inn would be totally out 
of place in this location.  

The lack of adequate off-street parking and the extremely invasive commercial nature 
of a 153-seat restaurant with a 5-room inn make the proposal unacceptable in a quiet 
residential area.  Parking is the single largest issue, though not the only issue, on 
which we oppose this proposal.  I reject the applicants’ argument that this venture 
constitutes a hotel with its lower parking requirements.  Whatever ratio the city uses 
to evaluate the application, the fact is that the normal two seatings in the evening 
could produce cars for as many as 254 patrons circling the streets in search of easy, 
free on-street parking.  

Occasional special events at the Lee-Fendall House, and the frequent use of this street 
for parking by employees of businesses along North Washington Street, including 
Trader Joes, already makes parking on North St. Asaph extremely difficult.  The idea 
of tax-paying residents being asked to put up with additional parking burdens is 
preposterous.  In addition, there would surely be a substantial negative impact on the 
historic cobblestone roadway caused by these scores of additional vehicles. 
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The applicants’ intent to use spaces in the Professional Insurance Agents building lot 
across Washington Street is not a credible contribution to solving the parking 
problem.  If patrons even considered parking on the far side of the very busy 
Washington Street, they would have to find an unmarked parking lot entrance off 
Columbus Street, from which neither Princess nor Washington is visible. 
  

The Staff Report attempts to play down the potential impact of 
these scores of additional vehicles, citing a “condition” that 
the applicants will have to employ Valet Parking for a 6 month 
period to mitigate the local parking impact.  There is no 
requirement, however, to preclude the Valets from merely 
parking the cars on Princess, North Saint Asaph, or other 
surrounding residential streets, thereby having the same 
impact as a situation without valet parking.  In addition, there is 
no requirement that diners use the valet service, and many will 
seek free local parking anyway.  Finally, what happens to the 
residential parking problems after the 6 month period 
expires?  This “condition” is not a credible solution to a very 
real negative impact on parking for the surrounding Alexandria 
homeowners and residents. 

The Staff Report has attempted to down-play the significant local residential 
opposition to the re-zoning by unfairly equating the number of residents’ letters, e-
mails and petitions against the re-zoning with the number of letters supporting the 
application; when in fact 21 of the 37 proponents were merely “form” letters sent 
predominantly from people and organizations who will not be impacted by the 
rezoning changes. Many of these form letters were from places such as The Plains, 
VA, Ft. Washington, MD, Belle Haven, Del Ray, the Alexandria section of Fairfax, 
and Texas.  None of these individuals will suffer any of the consequences of rezoning 
and should not be given the same consideration as those of us who live in the 
neighborhood and will bear the brunt of this intrusion. If we knew the Planning staff 
merely counted the number of letters versus giving higher and appropriate 
consideration to the views expressed by those in the surrounding neighborhood who 
actually suffer the consequences, we would have had friends and relatives from the 50 
states and overseas send in opposing letters!  In reality, the number of credible 
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opposition letters from local residents who are impacted by the SUP far outweighs the 
applicants’ “created” support. 

In addition, we are concerned about the Staff Report as it relates to the long list 
of  "Recommended Conditions."  So much of their approval is based on outcomes 
well beyond the October 7 decision; e.g., securing parking/loading on Washington St., 
proposing and securing valet parking, subsequent review of lighting and exterior 
changes, Health Department approval of restaurant and hotel, etc.  Will city staff 
provide continued oversight of these matters, and to what end? What if any of these 
changes, improvements, mitigations fail to be achieved in a timely manner?  If these 
conditions are not met prior to the October 7 hearing, will the Commission defer 
decision?   If action is not deferred, and the conditions are not met, we would still 
have an unacceptable, inappropriate rezoning, which will never be reversed.  The 
Staff Report notes in passing that the dwelling over the carriage house at 329 N. 
Washington was not approved by the City, but it happened anyway, and nothing has 
been done to penalize the violators.  What will be different now? 

Finally, the Staff Report is glaringly silent on the history of the Janowsky’s history of 
seeking to re-locate their restaurant in residential areas of Old Town, and their 
withdrawal in December of 2013 of a SUP application for the relocation of La 
Bergerie to 111 South Columbus Street due to the local residential opposition. This 
type of information should not have been withheld from the Commission, nor the 
public. 

The applicants have made it clear that they want to create a destination restaurant, 
using the Inn at Little Washington as a model.  To accomplish this they need our 
beautiful neighborhood as a backdrop.  But this is not a stage set; it is a residentially-
zoned area full of tax-paying, voting citizens of Old Town.  

The purposes of the Alexandria Zoning Ordinance are clearly stated in Article 
One.  They include to “Protect the established character of existing residential 
neighborhoods” and to “Promote… the utilization of land for the purposes for which it 
is best adapted in harmony with the established character of the city.”  

The Planning Commission must turn down this rezoning proposal with its 
accompanying Special Use Permit. 

Sincerely, 

 J. Cavanagh 
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James J. Cavanagh 

424 North Saint Asaph Street 

Alexandria VA 22314 

  
  

cc:  Mayor William Euille 

       Members of the City Council 

       Rashad Young, City Manager  

       Mark Jinks, Deputy City Manager 
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Dear Planning Commission 
 
We are writing to express our support for Laurent Janowsky's proposal to relocate his La 
Bergerie restaurant to 329 N. Washington St, and create a five bedroom inn on the site. 
 
As long time Alexandria residents, we've known the Janowsky's for many years. We're also 
frequent patrons of La Bergerie and their restaurant in the Del Ray neighborhood, Del Ray Cafe. 
The Janowsky's and their customers are good neighbors in both locations, and their 
establishments are well known for a high quality of cuisine and service. There's no doubt their 
new project will uphold those high standards and be a credit to the community. 
 
Thank you for considering our comments in making your decision. 
 
Sincerely 
 
Roger and Sarah Conrad 
Thank you, 
Sarah Conrad 
(703) 549-5533-h 
 

 

191



HANA ASSOCIATES, LLC REALTORS® 
 
  
 

 

    
901 N. Washington Street   Telephone: 703-549-4262 
Suite 400   Fax 703-549-4267 
Alexandria, VA 22314   www.hanarealtors.com 

1 

 
September 30, 2014 
 
 
 
 
Nathan Randall 
Alexandria City Council 
Planning Commission 
 
Subj: Letter of Support 
 
 
As longtime residents and community supporters of and business owners in Old Town, 
Alexandria, we wish to take this opportunity to fully support the relocation of one of the best 
restaurants in Northern Virginia, La Bergerie, from its current location to its anticipated location 
of 329 N Washington Street, Alexandria, VA 22314. 
 
Since assuming the ownership of La Bergerie, Laurent Janowsky has turned a superb Old Town 
icon into a world class dining experience; his leadership, ingenuity, dedication and skills as a 
restaurateur are unparalleled; more importantly, he is committed to Old Town, its citizens and to 
ensuring we remain a must-visit for millions of tourists annually. 
 
His request to relocate La Bergerie is based on a studied assessment of many factors…parking, 
traffic, renovation costs and management risks….and just makes eminent sense as a business 
decision. It will guarantee decades of prominence for La Bergerie and validate its certificate of 
excellence as a cultural dining experience.  
 
We trust his request will be welcomed and approved. 
 
 
 
 
David EK Cooper   Katherine S. Cooper 
Brigadier General   Business Owner 
US Army, ret. 
    
 
 
 
Cc: Nathan.randall@alexadriava.gov  
       plancomm@alexandriava.gov 
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RE: 10/7/2014 Docket -- Proposed Relocation of La Bergerie to 329 N. Washington Street, 
Alexandria, VA 
 
 
Ladies and Gentlemen: 
 
I am the current property owner and former Alexandria resident at 728 Columbus Street. 
 
I write today to express my strong support for Laurent and Margaret Janowsky’s proposed 
relocation of La Bergerie to 329 N. Washington Street. I have visited La Bergerie many times 
over the years. Not only have I experienced first-class French cuisine and service, I believe 
Laurent to be one of the most gracious, sincere, hospitable, considerate, honest, hard-working 
hosts encountered anywhere. 
 
I am excited by the prospect of the Janowskys buying and moving La Bergerie into this 
beautiful, historic building on one of the City’s main commercial streets, allowing La Bergerie 
the permanent home it deserves in the City it has called home for nearly four decades. La 
Bergerie is one of a handful of remaining early restaurants that invested in the City’s vision of a 
rehabilitated old and historic commercial district - practically a landmark itself. 
 
When the Janowskys recently invested in the City in the popular Del Ray area as part of that 
neighborhood’s renaissance, they purchased an older building which had been vacant for two 
years, hired local son and contractor Harry Braswell, and delivered the popular neighborhood 
eatery, Del Ray Café. I believe their proposed restaurant and inn at 329 N. Washington Street 
will offer this historic building a similar new lease on life and will bring the neighborhood much 
needed activity in an otherwise “dead zone” along the entrance to Old Town from Washington, 
DC. The addition of the inn component is an exciting opportunity for the City finally to offer 
visitors the option of experiencing an overnight stay in a historic residence in the Old Town 
district. 
 
I am pleased to support La Bergerie and Laurent and Margaret Janowsky in their endeavor not 
only to keep their already well-respected restaurant in the City of Alexandria but also to enhance 
the old and historic district’s very fabric with the addition of a historic inn.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Kristine A. Krantz 
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Susan Pettey and Roland Frye 

220 N. Royal St. 

Alexandria, VA. 22314 

September 29, 2014 

RE: Proposed Relocation of La Bergerie to 329 N. Washington Street, Alexandria, VA 

Dear Planning Commissioners and City Staff,  

We are pleased with Laurent and Margaret Janowsky’s plan to relocate their restaurant, La Bergerie, 
to 329 N. Washington Street, and believe that the new restaurant and inn will be a real asset for 
Alexandria.  

We are excited by the opportunity to move La Bergerie to this prime location near the entry to Old 
Town.  We are two of a number of “regulars” at La Bergerie, who treasure the good food and gracious 
welcome we always find there.  Whether it is a low-key week night dinner or a festive family 
gathering, our times at La Bergerie are always special.  Laurent and Margaret are wonderful hosts, 
and we feel fortunate to have a restaurant of this caliber in Alexandria---and even within walking 
distance.  As the lease on the current property nears its end, we would hate the thought of losing this 
stellar restaurant from the City. 

We believe that moving La Bergerie to a much more visible location on one of Alexandria’s main 
streets would improve business for the restaurant, and would make it even more of a “destination” to 
bring people to Alexandria.    

We are also pleased with the prospect of having a small (5 room) inn in a historic building, as one 
finds in many other historic cities in Europe and in the United States.  Such inns are our first choice 
for travel, and we think the small inn at La Bergerie would attract visitors to Alexandria as well.  As 
owners of an old house near La Bergerie, we find that tourists are very curious about the interiors of 
our historic homes, and think they respond well to the allure of staying at an historic inn. 

The Janowskys have a track record of sympathetic re-purposing of old building and investing in 
neighborhoods, as they have with their Del Ray Café. With all the good restaurants that were already 
located in Del Ray, we think Laurent’s idea for a bistro-type offshoot of La Bergerie has brought even 
more business to that neighborhood. 

Based on conversations with Laurent, we believe that he is committed to the obligation to be a good 
conservator of an historic building in Alexandria.  His leasing of 30 off-street parking spaces, in 
addition to the 50-some on-street parking spaces in the two blocks near the new location, shows his 
sensitivity to the needs of neighbors, and his commitment to be a good neighbor as well. 

The proposal to relocate La Bergerie to 329 N. Washington Street, and to expand the business with a 
small historic inn, is a great opportunity for the City of Alexandria, as well as for the Janowskys. We 
urge your support for this proposal. 

Sincerely, 

 

Susan Pettey and Roland Frye 
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  Patrick Pierson 

6329 Applegarth ct 

Alexandria, Va 22312 

patrick@pierson.name 

 

29 September, 2014 

RE: Proposed Relocation of La Bergerie to 329 N. Washington Street, Alexandria, VA 

 

Dear City Staff, Planning Commissioners, Mayor and City Councilors, 

I write today to express my strong support for Laurent and Margaret Janowsky’s proposed 

relocation of La Bergerie to 329 N. Washington Street. I have visited La Bergerie many times 

over the years (even before they moved to Alexandria). Not only have I experienced first‐class 

French cuisine and service, I believe Laurent to be one of the most gracious, sincere, 

hospitable, considerate, honest, hard‐working hosts encountered anywhere. 

I am excited by the prospect of the Janowskys buying and moving La Bergerie into this 

beautiful, historic building on one of the City’s main commercial streets, allowing La Bergerie 

the permanent home it deserves in the City it has called home for nearly four decades. La 

Bergerie is one of a handful of remaining early restaurants that invested in the City’s vision of 

a rehabilitated old and historic commercial district ‐ practically a landmark itself. 

When the Janowskys recently invested in the City in the popular Del Ray area as part of that 

neighborhood’s renaissance, they purchased an older vacant building, hired local contractor 

Harry Braswell, and delivered the popular neighborhood eatery, Del Ray Café. I believe their 

proposed restaurant and inn at 329 N. Washington Street will offer this historic building a 

similar new lease on life and will bring the neighborhood some much needed activity in an 

otherwise “dead zone” along the entrance to Old Town from Washington, DC.  The addition of 

the inn component is an exciting opportunity for the City to finally offer visitors the option of 

experiencing an overnight stay in a historic residence in the Old Town district. 

I am  happy to support La Bergerie and Laurent and Margaret Janowsky in their endeavor to 

not only keep their already well‐respected restaurant in the City of Alexandria but to enhance 

the old and historic district’s very fabric with the addition of a historic inn.  

Sincerely, 

 

Patrick Pierson 
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September 30, 2014 
 
RE:   La Bergerie Restaurant and Inn 
 329 N. Washington Street 
 
Dear Mayor Euille, Members City Council and Planning Commission,  
 
This is a letter of support for the application of La Bergerie Restaurant and Inn to be located 
at 329 N. Washington Street.   
 
As a resident of Alexandria since 1990 and a patron of LaBergerie and Del Ray Café, I 
enthusiastically support Laurent and Margaret Janowsky in their application to relocate their 
restaurant and add an Inn to this historic building.  During the ten years I served as an 
Architect member of the Board of Architectural Review, Old and Historic District,  
I remember a previous application for 329 N. Washington Street.  The building had been an 
office with residential, possibly apartments, on the upper floors.  The building was in need of 
restoration.  The new owners wanted to convert the building to a single-family residence.  
There was much discussion regarding the hardships of living on North Washington Street 
because of traffic, noise and privacy concerns.  To ameliorate this situation, the applicant was 
requesting the construction of a 6 ft. high brick wall.  There was concern regarding the 
removal of the low, metal fence and the loss of the view into one of the few remaining open 
gardens along North Washington Street.   
 
It is my opinion that an historic Inn would be an ideal use for this building.  It will be a 
landmark along a major entry to the historic district of Alexandria.  There is a great tradition 
of inns located in historic houses in cities such as Charleston, Savannah, Richmond, New 
Orleans and Boston.  Unfortunately, Alexandria does not have a single historic inn.  I believe 
an historic inn would be very popular to visitors, especially those gathering for family 
weddings, funerals and graduations.     
 
As a community, we need to do all we can to support local business in Alexandria.  These are 
the people that support our non-profits, create stable employment opportunities and pay taxes 
to support our City.  Laurent and Margaret Janowsky have two outstanding restaurants and 
we should support them in responsibly expanding these local businesses.   With the creation 
of the Del Ray Café, Laurent and Margaret transformed a sad, run down building into a 
distinctive restaurant with the loveliest porch and garden.  It fits into Del Ray and quietly 
transitions between a busy Mt. Vernon Avenue and the adjacent residential neighborhood.  It 
is well managed and I have never smelled odors or seen untended garbage.  Laurent and 
Margaret know how to maintain old buildings and will be outstanding stewards of 329 North 
Washington Street.  
 
Over the years there have been many changes to Old Town, and so have the building uses.  
La Bergerie Restaurant and Inn will reflect these kinds of changes in the historic district.  It 
will be a model as a local, neighborhood restaurant and business and it will benefit our City.  
 
Very truly yours, 
 
Lori Arrasmith Quill 
9 W. Walnut Street 
Alexandria, VA 22301 
ArrasmithQuill@gmail.com 
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Dear Planning Commission Members:  
 
My wife and I have lived at the 400 block of North Saint Asaph Street for over 35 years and 
currently own 421 and 425 North Saint Asaph. 
 
We are strongly opposed to the rezoning of 329 North Washington Street.  Rather than repeat 
the comments you have received from 
neighbors, we would like to make several other points: 
 
1)  This property has a North Washington Street address but the facade facing Princess Street is 
much larger and also consists of a 
carriage house (which has an apartment above it and which never received a permit).  The 
Princess Street side of the property accounts 
 half of the block face.  This cobbled street is iconic and one of only two in Old Town. 
 
2)  I seriously doubt that you would even consider a rezoning on the Captain’s Row block of 
Prince Street, the other cobbled block even though it too is  
close to a commercial street ‐ Union Street. 
 
3)  Spot rezoning must confer a public benefit.  The benefit here is purely private ‐ for the 
restaurant operator and the property owner.  This restaurant 
could easily find a location on King Street, for example, where there currently are available 
properties.  Given the large number of 
restaurants in Old Town, the rezoning of a property from residential to restaurant use provides 
no public benefit. 
 
Thank you for your consideration. 
 
H.J. Rosenbaum, Ph.D. 
 
hjrosenbaum@comcast.net 
703-836-7877 
421 North Saint Asaph Street, Alexandria, VA 22314 
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From: William Schmale <william.schmale@vaxcom.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, September 30, 2014 10:22 AM 
To: PlanComm 
Subject: Displeasure over plans for 329 N. Washington  
  
To the Planning Commission, 
  
I am writing this e‐mail to make known and to emphasis my displeasure with your recent report 
recommending that the owners of La Bergerie be allowed to open a large restaurant and inn at 329 N. 
Washington Street aka the 600 block of Princess Street. 
  
I have read your report and was stunned at your ability to among other things totally discount the affect 
that it would have on my neighborhood.  Also, the “plan” on how to remediate the parking situation is 
at best “pie in the sky” and at worst a complete joke only intended on faking the absolute minimum 
necessary to allow the restaurant/inn plan to go forward.    
  
I want to emphasis that I am not against restaurants on Washington Street, in fact I would look forward 
to their arrival.  But this plan is excessive to say the least AND it is not so much on Washington Street as 
on Princess Street and in a solid neighborhood.  Again, this is not some quaint little restaurant…this is a 
behemoth for this part of Old Town, 153 seats to include outdoor seating…I am sure there are more 
appropriate areas for this to be developed.   
  
Lastly, have you simply forgotten or conveniently overlooked the very first goal in the Small Area 
Plan:  Areas presently used for residential purposes should remain residential.    
  
Respectfully,  
  
William Schmale 
428 N. Saint Asaph Street 
  
     
  
  
  
  
William Schmale 
President and CEO, VSI 
703‐934‐1095 (o) 
703‐934‐1099 (f) 
William.schmale@vaxcom.com 
  

******************** Vaxcom Services, Inc. ‐ Proprietary: The information transmitted is 
intended only for the person(s) or entity to which it is addressed and contains proprietary 
and/or privileged material. Any review, dissemination or other use of, or taking of any action in 
reliance upon this information by persons or entities other than the intended recipient is 
prohibited. If you received this in error, please contact the sender and delete all electronic and 
paper copies of this message. ********************  
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              OLD TOWN CIVIC ASSOCIATION 
 
Dear Mr. Moritz and Members of the Planning Commission: 
 
Thank you for spending time with Poul Hertel and me a couple of 
weeks ago to discuss the rezoning of 329 North Washington Street  (a 
historic  private home) and the 600 block of Princess Street from residential 
(RM) to commercial (CD) and to grant a Special Use Permit (SUP) for 
the  conversion of 329 North Washington Street into a 153-seat restaurant, 
bar and a five room hotel. The Old Town Civic Association (OTCA) has 
some serious reservations regarding this application.   
 
For decades, the OTCA’s basic mission has been the preservation of  
the historic fabric that gives Old Town its charm and character.  To that end, 
we have consistently opposed the degradation of the city’s historic assets, 
so  we generally discourage conversion of these assets into commercial 
business and specialty restaurants.  
 
The basic question in this case is this: once zoning has been changed from 
RM to CD, how does it affect subsequent owners of the property?  If the 
property fails as a restaurant, what value does it retain for another type  
of  resale? Consequently, this residence must remain intact 
through easements that not only protect the integrity of the building, but 
also limit the development potential. This is necessary so that 
development of the side yard is discouraged, especially since this property 
is such a prominent, significantly visible contributing structure to the 
George Washington Memorial Parkway.  To that end, we require 
that the applicant proffer the change in zoning to grant the Alexandria 
Historical Restoration and Preservation Commission (commonly called the 
“Long Name” Commission) both a façade easement to cover the entire 
exterior of the historic structure and an open space easement to cover all of 
the existing open space on the lot.  Both of which will provide the owners 
benefit of some property tax relief.  This proposal appears to be a 
zoning bailout for the current owner of the property.  We understand that 
the current owner cannot get her asking price for the residence at 
329 North Washington, which currently is zoned RM/Townhouse, but if 
the property is up-zoned to CD/Commercial Downtown, it would 
enhance its value by many hundreds of thousands of dollars, possibly even 
a million dollars or more.  
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Additionally, the issuance of a SUP implies that the development or use for 
which the permit is sought is truly special, that granting it would provide a 
benefit to the neighborhood and the city notwithstanding the invasiveness 
of the project and use.  The conversion of a historic home in a quiet 
residential neighborhood into a restaurant with a business plan that 
includes outdoor seating for over 50 bar and restaurant patrons offers little 
benefit to the immediate neighbors.  The applicant’s parking plan, which 
would provide only 30  spaces after 6:00 p.m. in a fairly inconspicuous, 
obscure location behind a large  building on the west side of Washington 
Street is wholly inadequate and unacceptable since patrons simply will not 
use that parking.  Instead, it is likely that they will circle our residential 
blocks seeking free, on-street parking among our already crowded streets.   
 
Approval of this application and the associated parking plan 
would displace homeowners (most of whom have no off-street parking) 
from using their street parking in order to give it to patrons.  The parking 
plan as developed by the applicant is insufficient, and must at the very least 
include valet parking using the Saul Center for Thursday through Saturday 
and for special events.  In addition to the extreme parking hardship that the 
proposed project would impose on nearby residents, extensive outdoor 
activity is envisioned, with bright lighting after dark coupled with live music, 
even if unamplified, which would be severely disruptive to the 
neighborhood residents.  In order to make this work, all outside activities 
need to cease no later than 9:30 pm, and deliveries and trash pickup need 
to be coordinated with Washington Street traffic patterns and morning HOV 
lanes so as not to disturb local residents.  Additionally, we are 
concerned about preservation of the cobblestone surface on Princess 
Street that is adjacent to this home.  If delivery trucks for food and 
beverage lumber up and down Princess Street, this surface will severely 
degrade.  There needs to be some provision stipulating that there will be no 
delivery trucks on Princess Street servicing this business.    
 
We respectfully request that you not approve this application unless the  
following conditions are met: 
 
 a.   The applicant proffer as part of the rezoning and grant a perpetual 
easement to the Alexandria Historical Restoration and Preservation 
Commission to preserve the exterior of the historic structure and an open 
space scenic easement to preserve all existing open space on the lot;  

203



 b.   A provision is made for valet parking from Thursday thru Saturday;  
 c.   That any additional outdoor lighting be the minimal necessary for the 
use, be full cut-out lights and not cause any disturbance or light spillover to 
the adjacent properties or adjacent street.  
 d.  A review of the outside hours be conducted after a six month 
reevaluation period. 
 e.  A  provision is made requiring food and supply delivery from N. 
Washington Street to this business, and to minimize disturbance to the 
neighbors.  
 
Townsend A. Van Fleet 
President 
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From: Courtney Fones <biggscv9@msn.com> 
Date: October 1, 2014 at 6:37:00 AM EDT 
To: Courtney Fones <biggscv9@msn.com>, <karl.mortiz@alexandriava.gov>, 
<william.euille@alexandriava.gov>, <allison.silberberg@alexandriava.gov>, 
<dell.pepper@alexandriava.gov>, <plancomm@alexandria.gov>, 
<paul.smedberg@alexandriava.gov>, <tim.lovain@alexandriava.gov>, 
<justin.wilson@alexandriava.gov>, <john.chapman@alexandriava.gov> 
Subject: RE: Special Use Permit #2014-0079 

Alexandria City Officials, 
I was disappointed to learn that my email expressing concern over the subject request to rezone a 
residential property was not included in the city's staff report.  I am very concerned that the 
issues raised by those who will directly be affected by this rezoning are not being listened to by 
the people that they are charged to represent--you.   
 
There are plenty of commercial spaces, already zoned as such, that the restaurant can buy or 
lease.  Why would the Planning Commission, Council, Vice Mayor, or Mayor want to take away 
from the charm of one of the few historic cobblestone blocks?  Why would the Planning 
Commission, Council, Vice Mayor, or Mayor want to dismay and upset so many residents that 
would be affected by the rezoning?   
 
I was quite pleased to learn of the Vice Mayor's opposition to rezoning the waterfront and 
preserving the residential area by the water.  Hopefully, she and the rest of you will take to heart 
that residents and voters of my surrounding area do not want to rezone 329 N. Washington St.   
 
My original email is included below.   
 
Respectfully,  
Courtney Fones 
607 Princess St 
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--- Original Message --- 
 
From: "Courtney Fones" <biggscv9@msn.com> 
Sent: September 15, 2014 8:35 PM 
To: karl.mortiz@alexandriava.gov, william.euille@alexandriava.gov, allison.silberbeg@alexandriava.gov, 
dell.pepper@alexandriava.gov, paul.smedberg@alexandriava.gov, tim.lovain@alexandriava.gov, 
justin.wilson@alexandriava.gov, john.chapman@alexandriava.gov 
Subject: Special Use Permit #2014-0079 

To the Alexandria City Mayor, Vice Mayor, Council, and Planning Commission:  
  
I will be out of town on travel for work on October 7, 2014, the day of the Planning 
Commission hearing regarding the subject permit.  In lieu of my attendance, I am providing 
this email.   
  
Just a few months ago, my husband and I purchased our dream home on a quiet 
cobblestone street in Alexandria—Princess Street.  We purchased this home with longevity 
in mind and with the belief that the road would have reduced traffic and parking obstacles 
due to drivers avoiding the cobblestone.  This historic block should include residential 
homes only and should not be rezoned for commercial use.   
  
The following are some of the reasons I am concerned about the rezoning of 329 North 
Washington Street: 

       reduced parking caused by the customers of the applicant; 
       increased truck traffic on our historic street;  
       restaurant garbage smell;  
       vermin that will be attracted to the aforementioned garbage;   
       noise from deliveries, vendors, patrons, and employees of the commercial property;  
       congestion from vehicles of deliverers, vendors, patrons, and employees of the 

commercial property; and 
       potential ruin of the cobblestone.   

  
Furthermore, the applicant stated that their restaurant is high end and will cater to a 
specific clientele.  In light of this, I do not see how the applicant can guarantee that their 
exclusive clientele—dressed in their finest duds—will schlep across Washington Street from 
the applicant’s potential parking lot.  The rezoning of the property will cause potentially 
severe parking problems for the residents of this block and the surrounding area.   
  
Please do not allow 329 North Washington Street to be rezoned to a commercial 
property.  Please help retain the beauty and charm of my historic cobblestone block.   
  
Very Respectfully,  
Courtney Fones 
607 Princess Street 
Biggscv9@msn.com  
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          424 N. Saint Asaph St. 
          Alexandria, VA  22314 
          30 September 2014 
 
Dear Alexandria Planning Commissioners: 
 
I am writing, as a long-time resident of Alexandria, and for the last 2 decades, North Saint 
Asaph Street, to strongly oppose the Rezoning and Special Use Permit (SUP) application to 
convert the residence at 329 North Washington Street into an “inn” and restaurant (10/7/14 
PC Docket Item #12).  My quality of life, and that of the community in which I reside, will be 
adversely and permanently affected by this rezoning and special use proposal. 
 
The lack of adequate off-street parking and the extremely invasive commercial nature of a 
153-seat restaurant with a 5-room inn make the proposal unacceptable in a quiet residential 
neighborhood.  Parking is the single largest issue, though not the only issue, on which I 
oppose this proposal.  I reject the applicants’ argument that this venture constitutes a hotel 
with its lower parking requirements.  The fact is that the normal two seatings in the evening 
could produce cars for as many as 254 patrons circling our streets in search of easy, free, on-
street parking.  
 
As with most, our neighborhood is already burdened with insufficient residential parking.   
We, however, must also contend with many business employees and visitors already looking 
for free parking on our street.  Specifically, special events at the Lee-Fendall House, and 
parking by employees of businesses along North Washington Street, including Trader Joes, 
already makes parking on North Saint Asaph extremely difficult and burdensome to those of 
us who live here.  The idea of tax-paying residents being asked to put up with additional 
parking burdens is unreasonable and unacceptable.  
 
This issue was not adequately addressed in the Planning Commission Staff Report issued on 
September 26, 2014 regarding this rezoning and SUP.  The Staff Report was incomplete as 
shown in the few examples cited below:  
 
The Staff Report attempts to play down the potential impact of these additional vehicles, 
citing a “condition” that the applicants will have to employ Valet Parking for a 6 month 
period to mitigate the local parking impact.  There is no requirement, however, to 
preclude the Valets from merely parking the cars on Princess, North Saint Asaph, or other 
surrounding residential streets, thereby having the same impact as a situation without valet 
parking.  In addition, there is no requirement that diners use the valet service, and many will 
seek free local parking anyway.  Finally, what happens to the residential parking problems 
after the 6-month period expires?  This “condition” is not a credible solution to the very real 
negative impact on parking for the surrounding Alexandria homeowners and residents. 
 
Nor is the applicants’ intent to use spaces in the Professional Insurance Agents building lot 
across Washington Street a credible solution to solving the parking problem.  If patrons even 
considered parking on the far side of the very busy Washington Street, they would have to 
find an unmarked parking lot entrance off Columbus Street, from which neither Princess nor 
Washington Streets are visible. 
 
The Staff report does not mention nor consider the impacts on neighborhood parking of the 
four nearby residential housing projects (in various stages of development) that circle this 
critical area of street parking.  These new developments will have a huge impact on available 
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residential parking in this subject area.  These are four projects that have already been 
approved by the city.  Each project is between one and two blocks away from the heavily 
impacted street parking around N Saint Asaph and Princess Streets.  The projects include 
The Middleton (replaced the Royal St food market), Cromley Row (behind Wells Fargo), the 
previous IACP building (Cotton Factory) condo conversion at 515 N Washington St. and the 
townhome project at the old Health Department (509 N Saint Asaph St + 513 to 515 Oronoco 
St) which will open fall of 2015 (and eliminate a city parking lot that has been used by Lee-
Fendall and other businesses for parking).  While each unit should provide two off-street 
parking spaces per unit, these will be high-end properties with additional parking needed for 
housekeepers, nannies, service professionals, driving-age children, college kids at home, 
parents, visitors, friends, etc.  The Middleton has four units with five bedrooms each; Cromley 
Row four units with four bedrooms each; 49 units at 515 N. Washington St.; and 16 new 
townhomes at the Health Department project.  Realistically, many of these units will have 
more than 2 cars per unit and will use the surrounding neighborhoods for their additional 
parking needs. 
 
Although these new developments have already been approved by the City and are coming 
soon, the impact of the future parking needs for all these residents does not appear to have 
been considered by the Planning Commission staff when reviewing and approving the 329 N. 
Washington St. application.  This is a significant oversight that must be addressed and 
resolved. 
 
The Staff Report states that “the rezoning would help to retain a balance of residential and 
commercial uses in the City, which in recent years has seen a broad trend toward 
commercially zoned land being used for residential purposes.”  Does this mean that our 
neighborhood must be made to pay for the conversion of the Cotton Factory to 
residential use by inserting a large restaurant in our midst?   
 
The Staff Report has also attempted to down-play the significant local residential opposition 
to the rezoning by unfairly equating the number of residents’ letters, e-mails and petitions 
against the rezoning with the number of letters supporting the application; when in fact 21 of 
the 37 proponents were merely “form” letters sent predominantly from people and 
organizations who will not be impacted by the rezoning changes.  Many of these “form letters” 
were from locations outside of the impacted area, such as The Plains, VA, Ft. Washington, 
MD, Belle Haven, Del Ray, the Alexandria section of Fairfax, and Texas.  None of these 
individuals will suffer any of the consequences of rezoning and should not be given the same 
consideration as those of us who live in the neighborhood and will bear the brunt of this 
intrusion. In reality, the number of credible opposition letters from local, tax-paying residents 
who are impacted by the SUP far outweigh the applicants’ “created” show of support. 
 
In addition, I am concerned about the Staff Report as it relates to the long list 
of  "Recommended Conditions."  Much of the Staff approval is based on outcomes well 
beyond the October 7 decision; e.g., securing parking/loading on Washington St., proposing 
and securing valet parking, subsequent review of lighting and exterior changes, Health 
Department approval of restaurant and hotel, etc.  Will city staff provide continued oversight 
of these matters, and to what end? What if any of these changes, improvements, mitigations 
fail to be achieved in a timely manner?  If these conditions are not met prior to the October 7 
hearing, will the Commission defer decision?   If action is not deferred, and the conditions are 
not met, we would still have an unacceptable, inappropriate rezoning which will never be 
reversed.   
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The Staff Report notes that the dwelling over the carriage house at 329 N. Washington was 
not approved by the City, but it was built anyway. Nothing has been done to penalize this 
violation of City Code.  What will be different now? 
 
The staff further asserts that “the request would also assist the retention and expansion 
within Alexandria of a locally owned small business that has been in operation in Old Town 
for over 40 years.”  How is this part of the rezoning process?  Is the Planning Commission 
in the habit of picking winners and losers?  Is the whole point of this action to bail out a 
small business at the expense of an entire residential neighborhood?  
 
The Staff Report is glaringly silent on the history of the applicants’ history of seeking to re-
locate their restaurant in residential areas of Old Town, and their withdrawal in December 
2013 of a SUP application for the relocation of La Bergerie to 111 South Columbus Street 
due to local residential opposition. This type of information should not have been withheld 
from the Commission, nor the public.  
 
Finally, the staff states that the proposal is consistent with five of the specific goals of the Old 
Town Small Area Plan.  Three of these do not require rezoning or approving a special use 
permit to be fulfilled: 
 

� Protect buildings and areas of historic and architectural value; 
� Protect the appearance of Washington Street as the gateway to Old Town; 
� Preserve existing open space areas including residential side and rear yards 
whenever practicable;	
 

However, most importantly, the Staff Report fails to mention the first goal listed in the Small 
Area Plan:   "Areas presently used for residential purposes should remain residential." 
 
For the reasons stated above, the Planning Commission must turn down this rezoning 
proposal with its accompanying Special Use Permit. 

Sincerely, 

WxtÇÇt _A j|ÄáÉÇ 

Deanna L. Wilson 

  
cc:   
Mayor William Euille 
Members of the City Council 
Rashad Young, City Manager  
Mark Jinks, Deputy City Manager 
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Mr. and Mrs. James E. Gardner, Jr 
2475 Hawthorne Lane 
Gainesville GA 30506 
jlefg81@gmail.com !

Date: October 2, 2014 

RE: Proposed Relocation of La Bergerie to 329 N. Washington Street, Alexandria, VA 

!
Dear City Staff, Planning Commissioners, Mayor and City Councilors, 

We  write today to express our very strong support for Laurent and Margaret Janowsky’s 
proposed relocation of La Bergerie to 329 N. Washington Street. We have visited La 
Bergerie many times over the last 30 years. Not only have we experienced first-class 
French cuisine and service, we believe Laurent to be one of the most gracious, sincere, 
hospitable, considerate, honest, hard-working hosts encountered anywhere. Three 
generations of our family have treasured and continue to treasure and support the service 
and friendship provided by Laurent, Margaret and staff.  

We are excited by the prospect of the Janowskys buying and moving La Bergerie into this 
beautiful, historic building on one of the City’s main commercial streets, allowing La 
Bergerie the permanent home it deserves in the City it has called home for nearly four 
decades. La Bergerie is one of a handful of remaining early restaurants that invested in the 
City’s vision of a rehabilitated old and historic commercial district - practically a landmark 
itself. 

When the Janowskys recently invested in the City in the popular Del Ray area as part of 
that neighborhood’s renaissance, they purchased an older building which had been vacant 
for two years, hired local son and contractor Harry Braswell, and delivered the popular 
neighborhood eatery, Del Ray Café. I believe their proposed restaurant and inn at 329 N. 
Washington Street will offer this historic building a similar new lease on life and will bring 
the neighborhood some much needed activity in an otherwise “dead zone” along the 
entrance to Old Town from Washington, DC.  The addition of the inn component is an 
exciting opportunity for the City and for our family and friends to have the option of 
experiencing an overnight stay in a historic residence in the Old Town district.  

We are happy to support La Bergerie and Laurent and Margaret Janowsky in their endeavor 
to not only keep their already well-respected restaurant in the City of Alexandria but to 
enhance the old and historic district’s very fabric with the addition of a historic inn.  

Sincerely, 

Jim and Judy Gardner 
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From: Betsey Rosenbaum <brrosenbaum@comcast.net>
Sent: Thursday, October 02, 2014 11:40 AM
To: PlanComm
Subject: Rezoning of 329 North Washington Street

Dear Planning Commission Members: 
 
I have lived in the 400 block of North Saint Asaph Street for 35 years, currently residing at 421. 
 
I am strongly opposed to the spot rezoning of 429 North Washington Street.  Many neighbors have outlined our 
concerns.  However, I want to focus on one issue: the application of parking requirements for restaurants that are 
attached to hotels. 
 
Here we have a flagrant case of the tail wagging the dog!  An inn of 5 rooms and a huge restaurant is invoking the less 
restrictive parking requirements that are allowed for restaurants that are in hotels. 
While technically legal, the reduced parking allowed by the code is, in this case, totally absurd.  The reduced parking for 
restaurants that are part of hotels is based on the fact that many hotel guests eat at onsite  restaurants. So fewer 
parking spaces are needed.   
 
The technicality upon which the applicant is citing makes a mockery of the code.  If for no other reason, this rezoning 
should be rejected or the city will be conspiring in a major charade. 
 
Betsey Rosenbaum 
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From: Laura Beattie <lbbeattie@me.com>
Sent: Thursday, October 02, 2014 8:41 PM
To: Nathan Randall; Alex Dambach; Karl Moritz
Cc: PlanComm
Subject: Re:  329 N Washington Street- La Bergerie

Mr Nathan Randall, Mr Alex Dambach and Mr Karl Moritz, 
 
RE:  Docket Item #12 for the October 7th Planning Commission Hearing 
 
As a long-time resident of Old Town Alexandria with a home in close proximity to the subject address of 329 
North Washington Street, I wish to relay my firm opposition to the La Bergerie application for the property at 
329 N Washington Street.   
 
Please know that I have been following this issue closely, having read through the final/revised application as 
well as the 162 page Staff Report.  Many points for opposition have already been filed with your office, from 
numerous neighbors, which I heartily support. 
 
In this communication, I wish to stress a concern that appears not to have been taken into account in either the 
final application under consideration, nor in the Staff Report.  It concerns the limited, available residential street 
parking in the immediate vicinity of the subject property.  There does not appear to be any acknowledgment of 
the parking impact soon to come from the four new residential projects surrounding 329 N Washington 
Street.  These are residential developments already approved and underway, but not yet occupied, so the impact 
on parking does not seem to be taken into account when assessing street parking availability with La Bergerie's 
proposal in mind. 
 
Consider the intersection of Princess Street and North Saint Asaph Street, and a one block radius from this 
point.  The 329 North Washington Street property follows halfway down the cobble-stoned Princess Street 
portion of this radius.  The four nearby residential projects in various stages of development will have a big 
impact on the availability of this street parking.  Each project is just one to two blocks away from the radius of 
this intersection.   
 
Cromley Row (317-325 N Columbus Street), behind Wells Fargo, is five high-end town homes with four 
bedrooms and two off-street parking spaces per unit. This project is currently in sales mode.  The Middleton 
(329-335 N Royal Street, on the corner with Princess St) is five high-end town homes with five bedrooms each 
and two off-street parking spaces.  This is also in the sales stage.   
 
Additionally, at 509 N Saint Asaph Street, there is the Health Department Redevelopment ('Mount Vernon 
Commons, LLC') which will include a total of sixteen new town homes, with several built in an existing 
parking lot next to the Olde Towne School for Dogs, at 511-515 Oronoco Street.  Each of these are to include 
two off-street parking spaces.  The posted sign shows these new town homes will be available in the fall of 
2015.  And at 515 N Washington Street, there are between 34 and 49 new residential units coming on line in the 
redevelopment of the old Cotton Factory/ IACP building.  The building is currently being prepared for the 
construction. 
 
While all of the four new projects will provide some off-street parking, there will clearly be overflow onto street 
parking needed for housekeepers, nannies, service professionals (pest, landscape, HVAC, etc), pet-sitters, dog 
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walkers, driving age children, college kids at home, parents, visitors, company, friends, etc.  The one block 
radius of existing residential parking, as noted above, which we who currently live here depend upon, will be 
swamped.  And that is without the addition of a 150 + seat restaurant and five room inn with employees located 
a half a block away from this critical area. 
 
Had the four new residential projects, which will add a minimum of 59 new homes in this immediate area, never 
been approved nor developed, then you would be looking at the existing residential parking situation in 
considering the La Bergerie application.  That is not the case.   
 
Please take the time to come and visually see how close these new residential properties are to the nearby 
residential street parking around 329 N Washington Street.   
 
As a homeowner at the nearby Lee Mews, my husband and I enjoy one off-street parking space.  My husband 
uses the off-street space and I am happy using the 400 block of North Saint Asaph Street for my car.  For 
anyone familiar with this neighborhood, you realize that for years and years there has been no use whatsoever 
of our necessary residential street parking by the various properties now being developed into high-end 
residences.  The old, closed Health Department and empty associated parking lot, the Royal Market and the 
International Association of Chiefs of Police building (where office workers had plenty of spaces in their own 
lot) never impacted our parking.  With 59+ new homes, they will.  I strongly urge this to be taken into 
consideration with the La Bergerie application. 
 
Thank you for your time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Laura Beattie 
422 N Saint Asaph Street 
Alexandria, VA  22314 
703 517 2838 
LBBeattie@me.com  
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From: Alicia Spence [mailto:spence.alicia@gene.com]  
Sent: Thursday, October 02, 2014 5:49 PM 
To: Karl Moritz 
Cc: J B; Alicia Spence 
Subject: Fwd: Please forward to all P&Z members- Opposition to Special Use Permit #2014-0079 
 
Dear Director Moritz, 
 
I have owned and lived at 431 N. Columbus Street since November 1993 
and am writing to P&Z to request that Special Use Permit #2104-0079 be 
denied.  I do not support this proposal or the member recommendation for 
the following reasons: 
 
1.  This historic house is an important home to the entrance of Old Town 
Alexandria, of which few remain.  I am aware of how the street used to look 
and am saddened by the continued loss of these few existing properties.  I 
value preservation and treasure historic Old Town Alexandria for this reason, 
therefore I am very concerned about changes in structure and use for this 
project and in the future.  I am also concerned that the integrity of the 
cobblestone street will suffer with increased traffic.  I do not want the part of 
Washington Street to be a commercial zone therefore, the residences MUST 
remain.   
 
2.   The 'parking solutions' that have been submitted are not solutions.  One 
of the sites is the parking lot behind 424-426 N Washington Street (accessed 
only from Oronoco Street) which leads behind several homes and runs along 
a historic brick wall (The Engh property).  This alley is not wide enough 
for a car and a human simultaneously.  It scares me to think of the 
safety concerns around customers entering or exiting this alley as it's quite a 
different topic when alcohol is in the mix.  Residents and their children use 
this alley to get to the street-- will customers trying to find their way or a 
valet rushing for a tip be aware of us?  Additionally, the pedestrians who 
walk, often at night, along the Oronoco Street sidewalk are vulnerable as the 
wall runs to the end of the alley allowing almost no visibility.  The other 
'parking solution' is on the lot behind 400 N Washington Street with an exit 
and chain link fence on N Columbus.  (May I suggest rezoning either one or 
both of these lots back into green space and not continue the parking lot 
blight?)  The density and traffic on N Columbus St is palpably increasing with 
more cars and carbon monoxide and two full lots on this block continually 
will not help.  
 
Director Moritz, I have kept my back yard a green space and have no off 
street parking.  I spend time there in three seasons and do not want it 
disrupted with noise, cars, parking issues, and late nighters and want to it to 
continue to be a safe place for me to live and enjoy.  This is why I purchased 
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this home and continue to live at 431 N Columbus.  Please don't let anyone 
take my quality of life away from me....this is my dream!   
 
Thank you for your consideration as it is for these reasons that I oppose 
Special Use Permit #2014-0079.  
Please forward this email to entire member body at Planning and 
Zoning.  I only just heard of this hearing otherwise I would have 
written sooner.  
 
Kindly, 
Alicia Spence 
--  
 
 
Alicia Spence | BioOncology-Avastin | C 703.407.7222  | aspence@gene.com  
Genentech, Inc.  1 DNA Way, South San Francisco, CA 94080 
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Sam Shelby

From: Frank Duggan <fduggan@comcast.net>
Sent: Friday, October 03, 2014 2:14 PM
To: Nathan Randall; Alex Dambach; Karl Moritz; PlanComm
Subject: Letters to the Planning Commission and Staff - La Bergerie Application

Ladies and Gentlemen: I am the President of the Lee Mews Council of Homeowners, a thankless job, 
much like your own! We appreciate the opportunity to present our case, and say thank you 
nevertheless. A number of our Lee Mews Residents have written and plan to make statements in 
opposition to this application. While we may disagree with the staff report, we do so in a neighborly 
spirit without recrimination.  
In looking through the many letters posted on the published docket, we were struck with the number 
of letters of support, from business and non-residents, that were virtually identical and clearly part of a 
campaign. Every letter began with prepared bullet points and followed an obvious script: all of them 
mention the two restaurant owners by name, followed by a statement that they often go to the 
restaurant, that the food is excellent, that the restaurant is moving to a commercial area of 
Washington street, that the owners opened another restaurant in Del Ray in an old vacant building, 
hired local people, etc. etc.  
The letter and petition from local residents, also on the docket website, and more personal and relate 
to the quality of life that we try to enjoy in our neighborhood. 
    For example, the Lee Mews driveway entrance is half block from the proposed restaurant/hotel, 
and it is often quite difficult pulling out into Washington street which is full of fast moving, on coming 
vehicles. Rush hours are difficult, especially when parking is permitted in the curb lane and we cannot 
see what is coming. I simply cannot understand the parking and valet service proposed in the 
application. 
Most of us have frequented La Bergerie, and I often have our anniversary dinner there where we 
receive a photo from the staff of the restaurant. I will have to check the date, but the last time my wife 
and I were there, we were the only people in the dining room. There might have been a few diners in 
the side room, but the dining room was completely empty and we felt sorry for the waiters who were 
just standing around. We were amazed to learn that the owners planned to purchase the Washington 
street property for millions of dollars. I think you will hear stories of personal experiences of parking, 
noise and the like, which we will be pleased to offer as you wrestle with this decision for a zoning 
change. Once again, we appreciate your consideration of our views as close neighbors and citizens 
of our beloved Old Town. 
All the best, 
Francis J. Duggan 
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From: Duane Beckhorn <djbeckhorn@gmail.com>
Sent: Sunday, October 05, 2014 4:18 PM
To: PlanComm
Subject: La Bergerie

Members of the Planning Commission, 
     We have been patrons of La Bergerie since it first opened near the Courthouse in Arlington may years 
ago.We were delighted to have it close to us when it moved to its current location in  the Crilley Warehouse. 
     We patronized it steadily when it was operated by Bernard Campagne and have continued to be patrons since 
its acquisition by Laurent and Margaret  Janowsky. it remains our favorite restaurant in Alexandria. 
     The Janowskys have clearly demonstrated their business, entrepreneurial and hospitality skills, not only by 
surviving the severe economic problems of recent years, but also by opening another successful restaurant in 
Del Ray. 
     We believe the residents of Alexandria and the city itself, as well as the many tourists passing through  Old 
Town, will be well served by a historic inn operated by the Janowskys in the prominent and convenient location 
at 329 N. Washington Street. We admire their devotion to Old Town, entrepreneurial vision and dedication to 
the hospitality industry. We hope you will allow them to proceed with their impressive plans 
                                Jean and Duane Beckhorn 
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‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: Christine Bernstein [mailto:chbernstein@comcast.net] 
Sent: Friday, October 03, 2014 8:29 PM 
To: mindylyle 
Subject: La Bergerie SUP request 
 
 
I have read the entire staff report with associated attachments with great 
interest regarding 329 N. Washington St. historic property. 
 
Dan and I moved to Old Town in 1979 because we appreciated the historic 
nature of this community.  We are proponents of preserving and maintaining 
the wonderful, historic riverfront community in which we live.  That is the 
basis for my opinions, as they relate to any development in the Historic 
District.  Therefore, it is through that prism that I have concluded that La 
Bergerie should be granted the SUP.  
 
Of course, I would urge the Planning Commission and City staff to ensure 
that all guidelines are adhered to, particularly parking, noise abatement, 
lighting and preserving the cobblestone 600 block of Princess St.  Also, is 
it possible to stipulate that no further development would be permitted on 
the property, i.e. expansion of the restaurant or building an addition to 
the main structure where the garden dining is currently proposed ‐ even if 
the property changes hands?   
 
My opinion may be be otherwise if the property in question was not on a 
block that already houses both commercial and residential usage.  As it is, 
this request by La Bergerie appears to be a thoughtful re‐use of an historic 
property. 
 
I have traveled far and wide and have never visited an historic community 
void of a B&B.  I always felt it was unfortunate that one didn't exist in 
Old Town Alexandria.  This would be a welcome change to the large hotels 
that are proposed on our waterfront.  A hotel of 150 rooms is NOT a boutique 
hotel.  The future La Bergerie establishment has the potential to infuse 
charm, grace and much needed Southern hospitality to Old Town. 
 
Thank you for taking my views into consideration when the Commission ponders 
this SUP request. 
 
Regards, 
 
Christine H. Bernstein 
 
P.S.  You may share this email with all the Commissioners and City Staff 
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Mark D. Betts 

600 Cameron Street 

Alexandria, VA 22314 

 

 

 

                October 6, 2014 

 

 

Alexandria City Mayor Euille 

Alexandria Members of City Council 

Alexandria Planning Commission 

Alexandria City Staff 

 

Re: Support for Proposed Relocation of La Bergerie to 329 N. Washington Street, Alexandria, VA 

 

Dear Mayor Euille, City Council, City Planning Commission and City Staff: 

 

  I am writing to express my strong support for the proposed relocation of La Bergerie to 329 North Washington 

Street, Alexandria, VA. 

 

  I write as the owner of a local business in Old Town (600 Cameron Street, an executive office suite building), as 

well as a patron of both La Bergerie and Del Ray Café.  In addition, I write as the owner of two five‐star restaurants and 

inns: The Goodstone Inn in Middleburg, VA and Playa Cativo in Costa Rica. 

 

  As a neighbor and local businessman I can tell you that I welcome La Bergerie’s proposed move closer to my 

business because it is a neighborhood upgrade, an amenity for my tenants and I look forward to patronizing it myself.  

That portion of N. Washington is very commercial and the proposed use will have a very low impact. 

 

  As an owner‐operator of two similar establishments, I can tell you that Laurent and Margaret Janowsky are first 

class operators, they know their business thoroughly and they do a great job.  I have had many discussions over the 

years with Laurent about our businesses and not only is he extremely capable and knowledgeable, he is very honest and 

responsible. 

   

  As evidence of their operating capabilities, I offer the example of Del Ray Café.  What they did there is amazing!  

In a short period of time they did an excellent job totally refurbishing the building and beginning operations with no 

apparent adverse impact.  The renovation is beautiful, an upgrade to the neighborhood, and their operation is first rate. 

 

  There will, of course, always be issues such as parking and trash but Laurent has already developed responsible 

plans to address them. 

 

  I wholeheartedly encourage the City of Alexandria to approve the relocation of La Bergerie to 329 North 

Washington Street, Alexandria, VA.  Please don’t let the vocal minority of naysayers stop positive change in Old Town. 

 

Sincerely yours, 
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Mark Betts 

 

 

 

Alexandria Members of City Council:     

william.euille@alexandriava.gov  

allison.silberberg@alexandriava.gov 
john.taylor.chapman@alexandriava.gov 
timothy.lovain@alexandriava.gov 
del.pepper@alexandriava.gov 
paul.smedberg@alexandriava.gov 
justin.wilson@alexandriava.gov 
 

Alexandria City Planning Commission:   

PlanComm@alexandria.gov 

 

Alexandria City Staff:  

 nathan.randall@alexandria.gov 

alex.damach@alexandriava.gov  
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From: Anthony Costanzo <bgsiapc@aol.com>
Sent: Friday, October 03, 2014 5:31 PM
To: PlanComm
Cc: Elenaalexa@aol.com
Subject: Historic Home 329 N. Washington St.

Dear Planning Commission Member.  
 
I recently learned that the Department of Planning and Zoning issued a report regarding the 
rezoning/SUP/parking waiver to allow the use of the historic home at 329 N. Washington St. (600 
block of Princess St.) to be used for a restaurant, inn and banquet facility. 
 
My family is very much opposed to have such a business located in this part of the city. We hope that 
the Planning Commission does not support the department's decision. 
 
My family resides at 425 Princess St. (corner townhouse at Princess and N. Pitt Street) in the 
Chatham Square development. We formerly lived a half block away at 310 N. Pitt St. before moving 
to Chatham Square. We enjoy this part of North old town. Having such a business two blocks away in 
a residential area not suited for such facility is a big mistake and will cause multiple problems. 
 
First, of course, there is parking. The area already lacks parking. The proposed business does not 
have any parking and including parking on the small grounds (or having larger driveways for that 
residence) would ruin the ambience. The customers would have to park on the street. The Princess 
Street corridor is a historic cobblestone street. It would be ruined by visitors and delivery and garbage 
trucks. 
 
We at Chatham Square are not allowed to park our cars on the street at all except for the short hours 
provided for visitors. We had to fight about 8 years just to allow visitors to park in our neighborhood 
with the use of a city issued parking pass. It is amazing that the Department of Planning and Zoning 
would allow other car access when residents have limited or no access to street parking and there 
are restrictions on homeowner's visitors. It makes no sense at all. Adding more cars will crowd out 
residents and resident's visitors so they would have no place to park or have to park farther away. 
 
Second, the use of outdoor patios and the comings and goings of walking or driving patrons will add 
to the growing visitor traffic to the neighborhood. The traffic on N. Pitt Street has increased 
dramatically over the years. I have lived on Pitt Street for 20 years and there is a noticeable increase 
of traffic. This is not local traffic. This is traffic either avoiding or trying to get to N. Washington Street. 
There are many instances of cars not stopping at stop signs. And, there is continual speeding 
between stop signs. Adding the business at the corner of North Washington and Princess Street will 
add to the traffic on N. Pitt Street as well as the traffic on Princess Street. 
 
And, even walking patrons can cause a problem. Our bedrooms face N. Pitt Street. Between 12-2am 
especially on weekend nights, we hear people walking to/from the King Street area. There have been 
many instances of loud and inebriated people passing and I have had to break up one fight. My plants 
and small fence surrounding my garden often are damaged. These are not local residents. These are 
people who park farther down on N. Pitt Street since that is where there is free parking. Adding the 
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business on the corner of N. Washington and Princess Street will only add to this patron traffic in a 
residential neighborhood. 
 
I am all for business development. However, this is business development in a residential 
neighborhood. The residence in question adds a capstone to Princess Street which is a lovely street, 
especially with the cobblestone street at that block. if there is such mixes of business and 
residential buidlngs then you are creating patchwork development that will not make businesses 
happy and not make residents ready. The N. Royal Market that was on the corner of N. Royal and 
Princess Street was torn down and new town homes are going up. It is a miracle that that eyesore 
and crime magnet was sold and torn down. That cavity is now being replaced by market rate town 
homes. That makes sense. Making a historic residential property into such a business does not make 
sense. 
 
Last, we have two daughters. We want them to enjoy Old Town and they do. More families with 
children  have moved to this area. If such business development is allowed in this neighborhood area 
they will most likely move out since the area will become more commercial and less residential.  
 
We have areas for restaurants, hotels and other businesses. Please don't set a standard of this 
patchwork development. The residential neighborhoods are for the taxpaying residents. Or else, the 
standard of living will decline. It is somewhat already with the increased traffic. We should not be 
further inconvenienced. 
 
I will attend the Planning Commission hearing on Tuesday, October 7 in opposition to 
rezoning/SUP/parking waiver. 
 
Thank you 
 
Anthony Costanzo 
425 Princess Street 
Alexandria, VA 22314 
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From: Pam DeCandio <PDeCandio@johnmarshallbank.com>
Sent: Monday, October 06, 2014 11:48 AM
To: Nathan Randall; Alex Dambach; PlanComm
Subject: Relocation of La Bergerie 

To whom it may concern, 
 
As an active member of the Old Town business community and as a frequenter of Alexandria restaurants, I 
support the proposed relocation of La Bergerie to 329 N. Washington St.  A small inn with accompanying 
restaurant use would be a great addition to Alexandria and further enhance the many improvements being 
brought to Old Town in the next few years.  The proposed location is appropriate along the commercial 
corridor of N. Washington St and the proposed parking across the street will mitigate any impacts on the 
neighbors.  La Bergerie has been in Alexandria since the 1970’s and is an excellent restaurant with a 
reputation for fine food and quality service and their new proposal to locate in an existing historic structure 
with the addition of the 5 inn rooms will add to the mix of uses in Old Town that serve residents, businesses 
and tourists alike.  I hope you will support this Alexandria small business in its new endeavor. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
Pam De Candio  
Home address:  
110 West Nelson Avenue  
Alexandria, VA 22301  
 
Business address: 
John Marshall Bank 
700 S. Washington Street  
Alexandria, VA 22314 
 
 

Notice: This email and any files transmitted with it may be privileged, confidential, protected from disclosure and intended solely for 
the use of the individual or entity to whom they are addressed. If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient, you are 
hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution, or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received this 
communication in error, please notify us immediately by replying to this message, and then delete it from your computer. All e-mail 
sent to this address will be received by John Marshall Bank corporate e-mail system and is subject to archiving and review by 
someone other than the recipient.  
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From: Mary Catherine Gibbs <mcg.hcgk@verizon.net>
Sent: Monday, October 06, 2014 11:11 AM
To: Nathan Randall; Alex Dambach; PlanComm
Cc: 'Puskar, M. Catharine'
Subject: Docket Item 12, Master Plan Amendment #2014-0007 Rezoning #2014-0005 Special 

Use Permit #2014-0079

We wanted to write to you to give you our two cents on the requested re‐zoning and special use permit for the La 
Bergerie restaurant and inn at 329 N. Washington Street.  Hart Washington Street, LLC, owns the building at 307 N. 
Washington Street, just a half block from this location.  Bud and Connie Hart are the primary owners/members of Hart 
Washington Street, LLC, and my husband Bob and I, as well as my brother and his wife, Joe and Christi Hart, are the 
other minor owners.  We rent the building to our law firm.  My Dad’s law firms have been located in this building since 
1971.  My Mom and Dad have owned three of the townhouses in our row at various times over the past 30 years.  We 
are zoned CD and these buildings have been used as both offices as well as residences throughout those times.  We 
think that’s what makes Washington Street a special street.  It’s predominantly a commercial street, where residences 
co‐exist.  And they’ve been co‐existing for years.   
 
This block of Washington Street is perfect for an upscale restaurant.  That’s why we’re writing to support the proposed 
applications for 329 N. Washington Street.  We think the idea of a small inn with an accompanying restaurant use would 
be a great addition to this part of Alexandria.  We believe the proposed location is appropriate along this part of N. 
Washington St.   My sister‐in‐law, Christi Hart, is in the restaurant business herself as one of the owners of the 
Neighborhood Restaurant Group, and she has some experience with restaurants near residences. In fact, two of her 
restaurants are mentioned in your Staff Report as those that co‐exist near residential neighborhoods.  We believe this 
upscale restaurant will be an asset to this part of Washington Street. 
 
We understand some of our neighbors have expressed a concern with parking.  We can’t speak to Princess Street’s 
parking as much as we can to Washington Street, but we’ve never had a parking problem on Washington Street.  There’s 
always ample parking.  We think the proposed parking lot across Washington Street will help mitigate any impacts on 
the nearby residential neighbors.  Obviously, the restaurant will take pains to let their customers know where the 
parking is located and how to access it.  It may take a few times for folks to become accustomed to where it is, but when 
customers realize how easily accessible it is and that they won’t have to deal with parallel parking there, they’ll 
remember where it is and they’ll use that lot.  Even first time customers can be directed there with the great 
technologies available to restaurants these days like OpenTable and the like.  They can direct their customers to that lot 
easily.   
 
I know that La Bergerie has been in Alexandria since the 1970’s and it’s an excellent restaurant with a reputation for fine 
food and quality service.  Their new proposal to locate in an existing historic structure that they are not going to change 
much will add to the mix of uses in Old Town that serve residents, businesses and tourists alike.  We hope you will 
support these applications. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Bud and Connie Hart  
Robert and Mary Catherine Gibbs 
Joe and Christi Hart 
Hart Washington Street, LLC 
307 N. Washington Street 
Alexandria, VA  22314 
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From: Poul Hertel <poulh@erols.com>
Sent: Saturday, October 04, 2014 6:26 PM
To: PlanComm
Cc: Karl Moritz; alex.dambach@alexandria.gov
Subject: Bergerie

Regarding:  
  
 A change of zoning application for the rezoning of 329 North Washington Street  (a historic  private home) 
and the 600 block of Princess Street from residential (RM) to commercial (CD) and to grant a Special Use 
Permit (SUP) for the conversion of 329 North Washington Street into a 153‐seat restaurant, bar and a five 
room hotel. 
  
Dear Chairman Wagner and members of the Planning Commission: 
  
First, let me lend my support to Old Town Civic Association's comments on this matter.  
There are some major issues here, the zoning change, land use, and community fit .   
  
The zoning change {which is needed in order to allow the uses asked by the applicant) will alter the open 
space and setback requirements. This is significant, because of the building's iconic historic importance, which 
was one of the reasons the Federal government agreed to let the George Washington Memorial Parkway run 
through Washington Street.  
  
There has been a lot of discussion about the potential benefit that the City and or community may derive from 
this change.  While the benefit to the current owners and the applicant are clear,  it is not so much for the rest 
of us.  One certain benefit would be the assurance that the building remains intact with an undisturbed 
viewshed from Washington Street.  
  
To this end, the proposal must be conditioned on a scenic open space easement on the side yard.  This 
would be a clear benefit to the community.  
 
The second issue is more particular to the proposed use. From a personal perspective, from a favorable 
experience with the Vaso's Dixie Pig restaraunt in my neighborhood; it can work if care is taken to mitigate the 
externalities.   
  
There are two main issues with the proposed zoning change; parking and outside noise.  Parking is envisoned 
to be a major problem and the applicant must address this.  
 
A valet parking for Thursday night, Friday night and Saturday night along with special events can 
dramatically alleviate the problem if they use the Saul Center and must be part of the approval.  
  
Noise may or may not be a problem,  depending on the limits and the setting.  For this reason, it is reasonable 
to start out slow with a six month review to ascertain the impact of the proposed project on the adjacent 
neighbors. 
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Poul Hertel  
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From: Poul Hertel <poulh@erols.com>
Sent: Sunday, October 05, 2014 7:16 PM
To: PlanComm
Cc: alex.dambach@alexandria.gov; Karl Moritz
Subject: La Bergerie 

Historic Preservation Loophole 
 
Dear Chairman Wagner and Planning Commissioners.  
 
If I may, some additional considerations.  
 
While there is no concern about either the BAR or the City Council allowing the destruction of this historic home, a 
loophole exits that permits this to happen, which circumvents the City authorities entirely. According to the ordinance, 
an owner can request that the City appraise the property, and he can then put the property up for sale. If the property 
at that given price has not been sold within a year, the owner can tear it down regardless of how iconic, historic or 
architecturally significant. 
 
A key provision will obviously be the appraised value of the property, which depend on the instructions given to how the 
appraisers are to value the property. In past cases, it has never been the value of the historic building, but the highest 
and best use of the parcel. 
 
If the parcel is granted a change of zoning to CD, it will be given greater flexibility in use and the setback and open space 
requirement go away. As a result, the parcel will have greater flexibility and less conditionality tied, and therefore, 
greater worth from a highest and best use perspective. However, from a market perspective, the existing historic 
structure will not increase in value. 
 
As a result, if this loophole is used in combination with the proposed zoning change, the City increases the risk of losing 
the historic building in years to come. This is why scenic easement for the side yard is so vitally important, and is an 
imperative Historic Preservation Loophole 
 
Poul Hertel 
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From: Poul Hertel <poulh@erols.com>
Sent: Sunday, October 05, 2014 8:04 PM
To: PlanComm
Cc: Karl Moritz; alex.dambach@alexandria.gov
Subject: La bergerie 

Dear Chairman Wagner and Members of the Planning Commission.  
 
Please accept my apologies for sending out a wrong version of historic preservation loophole. Here is the correct one.  
 
Historic Preservation Loophole 
 
While there is no concern about either the BAR or the City Council allowing the destruction of this historic home, a 
loophole exits that permits this to happen, which circumvents the City authorities entirely. According to the ordinance, 
an owner can request that the City appraise the property, and he can then put the property up for sale. If the property 
at that given price has not been sold within a year, the owner can tear it down regardless of how iconic, historic or 
architecturally significant. 
 
A key provision will obviously be the appraised value of the property, which depend on the instructions given to how the 
appraisers are to value the property. In past cases, it has never been the value of the historic building, but the highest 
and best use of the parcel. 
 
If the parcel is granted a change of zoning to CD, it will be given greater flexibility in use and the setback and open space 
requirement go away. As a result, the parcel will have greater flexibility and less conditionality tied, and therefore, 
greater worth from a highest and best use perspective. However, from a market perspective, the existing historic 
structure will not increase in value. 
 
As a result, if this loophole is used in combination with the proposed zoning change, the City increases the risk of losing 
the historic building in years to come. This is why scenic easement for the side yard is so vitally important, and is an 
imperative.  
 
Poul Hertel 
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Mr. John J. Leffler 
9000 Belvoir Woods Pkwy   Apt 303 

Ft. Belvoir VA 22060 
jlef856616@aol.com 

Date: October 2, 2014 

RE: Proposed Relocation of La Bergerie to 329 N. Washington Street, Alexandria, VA 

Dear City Staff, Planning Commissioners, Mayor and City Councilors, 

I am writing today to express my very strong support for Laurent and Margaret Janowsky’s 
proposed relocation of La Bergerie to 329 N. Washington Street. I have visited La Bergerie 
many times over the last 30 years. Not only have I experienced first-class French cuisine 
and service, I believe Laurent to be one of the most gracious, sincere, hospitable, 
considerate, honest, hard-working hosts encountered anywhere. Three generations of our 
Leffler family have treasured and continue to treasure and support the service and 
friendship provided by Laurent, Margaret and staff.  

I am excited by the prospect of the Janowskys buying and moving La Bergerie into this 
beautiful, historic building on one of the City’s main commercial streets, allowing La 
Bergerie the permanent home it deserves in the City it has called home for nearly four 
decades. La Bergerie is one of a handful of remaining early restaurants that invested in the 
City’s vision of a rehabilitated old and historic commercial district - practically a landmark 
itself. 

When the Janowskys recently invested in the City in the popular Del Ray area as part of 
that neighborhood’s renaissance, they purchased an older building which had been vacant 
for two years, hired local son and contractor Harry Braswell, and delivered the popular 
neighborhood eatery, Del Ray Café. I believe their proposed restaurant and inn at 329 N. 
Washington Street will offer this historic building a similar new lease on life and will bring 
the neighborhood some much needed activity in an otherwise “dead zone” along the 
entrance to Old Town from Washington, DC.  The addition of the inn component is an 
exciting opportunity for the City and for our family and friends to have the option of 
experiencing an overnight stay in a historic residence in the Old Town district.  

I am extremely happy to offer my support of La Bergerie and Laurent and Margaret 
Janowsky in their endeavor to not only keep their already well-respected restaurant in the 
City of Alexandria but to enhance the old and historic district’s very fabric with the addition 
of a historic inn.  

Sincerely, 

John Leffler 

!
!
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From: donjmicallef@aol.com
Sent: Sunday, October 05, 2014 8:24 PM
To: Nathan Randall; Alex Dambach; Karl Moritz; PlanComm
Subject: 329 North Washington Street

Dear Alexandria Planning Commission: 
  
Four months ago, we moved into our present home after many months of searching for the perfect neighborhood in which 
to live in Old Town. We specifically were looking for an area free of commercial establishments that inevitably bring with 
them a host of problems. Those include crowds of people from outside the neighborhood, unwelcome noise throughout 
the day and congested streets with no parking. 
  
For the past few months we have been enjoying everything our new neighborhood has to offer and were feeling like we 
had indeed made the perfect choice. Then we heard about La Bergerie’s application to re-locate. Our hearts sunk. 
  
Suddenly everything we had hoped to avoid with this move was being forced upon us. While we’re all for commercial 
growth and entrepreneurial spirit, it would seem that there needs to be a balance set with those of us who call this “home” 
and those who frequent the area. Based on the size and scope of La Bergerie’s proposal, it seems this balance is being 
ignored in favor of what is best for La Bergerie. 
  
It is our hope that the Alexandria Planning Commission consider carefully the number of lives that will be disrupted by the 
addition of this restaurant and do everything in its power to keep that disruption to an absolute minimum. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Donald Micallef & Lisa Resnick 
408 North Saint Asaph St. 
Alexandria, VA 22314 
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From: julie middleton <middletonjb@gmail.com>
Sent: Sunday, October 05, 2014 5:27 PM
To: William Euille; Allison Silberberg; Del Pepper; Paul Smedberg; Timothy Lovain; Justin 

Wilson; Nathan Randall; Alex Dambach; Karl Moritz; PlanComm
Subject: OPPOSITION TO THE APPLICATION FOR A SPECIAL USE PERMIT AND REZONING of 

329 North Washington St

OPPOSITION TO THE APPLICATION FOR A SPECIAL USE PERMIT AND REZONING of 329 North 
Washington St 

 
 My name is Julie B. Middleton, and I own 609 Princess St., Alexandria, VA, directly abutting 329 North 
Washington St. I strongly  OPPOSE the efforts of La Bergerie restaurant to relocate to this historic house built 
about 1820. I will delineate the reasons for my opposition below. The planning commission and the City 
Council must turn down this rezoning proposal with its accompanying special use permit. 
 
 329 North Washington St. is situated on one of two preserved iconic cobblestone streets in the city of Old 
Town Alexandria. The house and the surrounding blocks are zoned residential medium and a commercial 
downtown designation for such a large restaurant and inn would be totally out of place in this location. My 
objections are: 
 
>>> 1. The trash and debris from the 150+ seats in the restaurant would be wheeled almost daily up Princess 
street from the back gate of the aforementioned residence for pick up on Washington Street. That back double 
gate is directly adjacent to my home. Trash storage in that location would result in potential rodent infestation. 
 
>>> 2. The restaurant owners allege that they serve only high-class clientele and little noise will occur from the 
outdoor dining. I can assure you that outside drinking and dining is bound to be noisy. The excellent weather 
when they intend to serve outdoors is exactly the same time I would be opening my windows to enjoy the 
weather. 
 
>>> 3. The restaurant owners propose to have a loading zone on what is essentially George Washington 
Parkway. It may be called Washington Street in this particular area, but it is, in fact, a memorial parkway. What 
other locations on George Washington Parkway or Washington Street have loading zones? It is a highly 
traveled road, and I assure you the offloading would really occur on the cobblestoned Princess Street. 
 
>>> 4. The letters written in support of the rezoning are in fact duplicative, and do not come from anyone who 
will be directly and very negatively affected by this rezoning. The letters indicate that the owners of La Bergerie 
are gracious, the food is excellent, and the restaurant deserves a permanent home. They indicate that the 
restaurant/inn would be giving 329 North Washington St. a "new lease on life" because it is located in a "dead 
zone". That dead zone is our beautiful, quiet neighborhood which will be affected by the inconvenience of an 
inn and restaurant. And what does the fact that the owners are lovely have to do with the rezoning request? 
 
>>> 5. The owners intend to have on site sale of liquor. People will be loading cases of "fine" French wine, and 
they will be doing so on Princess Street through that double gate adjacent to my home. Thus, I will have the 
equivalent of a liquor store next door!   
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>>> 6. There are many, many luxurious hotels in old town and more "boutique" ones scheduled, and other 
already commercially zoned locations in the downtown area where  La Bergerie could relocate. Why rezone a 
historic building when in fact there are other potential locations for this restaurant? 
 
>>> 7. And, should the commercial designation be given to 329 North Washington St., no reversion to 
residential will likely occur. If the restaurant is unsuccessful, who knows what we will end up with?   
 
>>> 8. Parking. This is a ciritcal factor.  I have NO off street parking. There are FOUR new residential 
complexes that the city has already approved within a one or two block area of 329 North Washington St. And 
in the near future, the Car Barn and the remaining Berg houses will be converted to residential complexes too. 
And, after six months, the zoning director ALONE would have the authority to do away with valet parking at 
the restaurant and the requirement for rental of business locations for the parking of restaurant cars. Will he 
protect our interests? He doesn't live here. 
 
>>> 9. Finally, lighting issues, signage, loading zone authority, and other items have all been deferred until 
after the rezoning would occur. 
 
>>> We have lived here a long time, and we are the ones who pay the taxes and support the City. PLEASE give 
consideration to our views too as well as business interests! VOTE NO TO REZONING AND THE SUP! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Julie B. Middleton 
609 Princess Street 
Alexandria, VA 22314 
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Joel	&	Suellen	Newman	
519	Princess	Street	
Alexandria,	VA	22314	

	
	
October	3,	2014	
	
Mayor	and	Members	of	the	City	Council,	City	Planning	Commission	and	Staff	
301	King	Street,	Room	2300	
Alexandria,	VA	22314	
	
Re:	October	7	Planning	Commission	docket	#12:	N	Washington	Street	/	La	Bergerie	
	
Dear	Mr.	Mayor,	Members	of	the	City	Council,	City	Planning	Commission	and	Staff:	
	
We	request	that	this	letter	be	part	of	the	record	for	the	above	noted	hearing.	
	
We	live	only	one	block	from	the	proposed	rezoned	property,	on	what	is	one	of	the	
few	historic	cobblestone	streets	left	in	Old	Town.		We	are	writing	to	strongly	
encourage	you	NOT	to	approve	Master	Plan	Amendment	#2014‐0007,	the	proposed	
Rezoning	#	2014‐0005	or	the	Special	Use	Permit	#2014‐0079.			We	believe	that	this	
proposed	project	is	totally	inappropriate	and	would	have	significant	negative	
impacts	on	this	historic	and	primarily	residential	surrounding	neighborhood.			We	
do	not	believe	that,	as	asserted	in	the	staff	recommendation,	this	proposal	is	at	all	in	
the	best	interests	of	this	neighborhood	or	the	values	of	this	historic	city.				
	
Following	are	some	of	the	reasons	this	project	should	not	be	approved:	
	

 We	are	disappointed	to	find	that	the	staff	recommendation	was	considerably	
unbalanced,	using	selected	benefits	for	the	project,	while	minimizing	the	
effect	on	the	surrounding	neighborhood	and	community.	

 We	are	quite	surprised	that	a	commercial	rezoning	proposal	for	one	of	the	
two	historic	streets	in	Old	Town	Alexandria	would	be	given	consideration.		
Our	understand	is	that	a	prior	re‐zoning	proposal	for	Prince	Street	was	
denied,	so	we	do	not	understand	why	a	proposal	for	the	historic	cobblestone	
street	of	Princess	Street	would	be	recommended?	

 The	property	use	is	being	represented	as	a	hotel,	which	is	totally	inaccurate.		
It	is	proposed	to	have	5	guest	rooms	available,	while	also	operating	a	152	
seat	restaurant	operation,	including	a	52	seat	outside	second	restaurant/bar	
and	dining	/event	area.		The	applicants	selected	the	hotel	designation	to	
reduce	the	use	permit	requirement	for	off	street	parking	from	46	to	26.		This	
is	clearly	a	proposed	restaurant	and	special	function	business,	and	should	
not	be	allowed	to	misrepresent	the	intent	to	minimize	requirements	that	
were	put	in	place	for	very	good	reasons.	

252



 The	scale	of	this	proposal	is	significant.		This	proposed	business	would	be	
one	of	the	top	5	restaurants	in	Alexandria	(based	on	capacity)	and	the	largest	
outdoor	restaurant.		It	is	not	at	all	realistic	to	consider	this	proposal	for	a	
primarily	residential	location.	

 	The	available	parking	and	proposed	offsite	parking	solutions	are	not	
realistic.			There	are	only	3	on‐site	parking	spaces	available.		The	proposal	
does	not	address	parking	for	the	employees	and	staff	to	operate	this	
restaurant.		The	valet	parking	proposal	on	Washington	Street	is	a	dangerous	
and	high‐risk	recommendation,	for	cars	to	stop	and	passengers	depart	on	the	
high	traffic	of	the	George	Washington	Parkway.		If	you	check	the	records,	I	
believe	you	will	see	there	is	currently	an	average	of	one	accident	per	week	at	
this	intersection,	before	introducing	a	large	commercial	restaurant	with	valet	
parking.		The	off‐site	parking	options	proposed	are	at	risk	as	there	are	four	
new	buildings	under	construction,	which	will	also	demand	this	limited	
parking	space.		As	a	result,	patrons	for	this	restaurant	will	depend	on	
neighborhood	street	parking,	which	is	already	very	tight.		This	
recommendation	is	again	overlooking	the	detriment	to	the	residents	in	this	
neighborhood.	

 In	addition	to	insufficient	parking,	the	proposed	restaurant	operation	will	
have	several,	significant	negative	effects	on	the	surrounding	residential	
neighbors.		These	include	increased	traffic,	commercial	deliveries,	(without	
appropriate	access	to	the	property),	noise	and	lights	(particularly	from	the	
outside	dining	with	proposed	live	music).		These	factors	are	all	multiplied	by	
the	scale	of	the	proposed	restaurant.			

 There	is	currently	more	than	adequate	empty	commercial	space	available	in	
Alexandria	to	provide	realistic	options	for	this	proposed	restaurant.		There	is	
not	a	need	to	rezone	this	historical	residential	property	for	this	restaurant	
business	proposal,	which	would	be	to	the	detriment	of	the	surrounding	
residents.		The	rezoning	of	this	residential	property	is	not	necessary	or	
recommended.	

 The	staff	cites	that	this	proposal	and	their	recommendation	are	based	on	
meeting	the	goals	of	the	1992	Old	Town	Small	Area	Plan.		The	5	goals	noted	
were	again	selectively	chosen	to	support	their	recommended	approval	of	this	
plan.		One	of	the	goals	included	in	the	1992	plan	was	to	“lessen	the	on	street	
parking	impact	of	a	restaurant	and	the	adjacent	areas.			This	is	clearly	not	a	
goal	being	met	by	this	proposal	and	was	conveniently	not	included	in	the	
staff	recommendation.		Also,	one	of	the	Alexandria	rezoning	criteria	is	that	it	
would	provide	a	community	benefit	–	we	are	having	difficulty	finding	the	
community	benefit	in	this	proposal.	

 The	long‐term	effects	of	this	proposal	must	also	be	considered	as	an	
important	factor	in	the	final	decision.		This	is	a	restaurant	proposal	of	
significant	scale,	with	several	serious	drawbacks.		The	success	of	this	
proposed	restaurant	is	not	a	certainty,	as	other	popular	restaurants	in	this	
and	other	communities,	have	failed.		Restaurants	are	one	of	the	riskiest	
business	investments.		I	would	point	out	that	the	proposal	states	that	the	sale	
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of	wine	and	alcoholic	beverages	are	a	significant	part	of	the	business	plan	
and	potential	success,	even	to	the	point	of	selling	wine	by	the	case.		Should	
this	property	be	rezoned	commercial,	and	the	proposed	restaurant	is	not	
successful,	the	property	will	be	worth	less	and	will	struggle	to	find	new	and	
successful	owners.		With	other	commercial	options	already	available,	this	
property	should	not	be	rezoned	commercial.			

 We	noted	from	the	staff	recommendation	that	a	majority	of	the	letters	in	
support	of	the	proposed	restaurant	are	financial	investors	and	out	of	town	
parties,	with	no	direct	exposure	to	the	effect	on	the	community.		

				
In	conclusion,	we	propose	that	the	few	reasons	cited	above,	are	sufficient	to	realize	
that	this	Rezoning	and	Special	Use	permit	request	should	not	be	approved.		There	
are	other	options	to	support	this	proposed	business	and	preserve	the	culture	and	
community	of	Old	Town,	which	would	be	the	best	choice	for	all	involved.		We	
respectfully	ask	the	City	representative	reviewing	this	proposal,	to	listen	to	the	
surrounding	residents	and	balance	your	decision	with	the	best	interests	of	these	
surrounding	residents	and	the	unique	culture	of	Old	Town	Alexandria.		
	
Sincerely,	
	
	
	
Joel	Newman	 	 	 Suellen	Newman		
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From: rrigby@aol.com
Sent: Sunday, October 05, 2014 11:24 PM
To: PlanComm
Subject: Fwd: Attached letter in opposition to 329 No. Washington Rezone

  
  
  
-----Original Message----- 
From: rrigby <rrigby@aol.com> 
To: plancomm <plancomm@alexendriava.gov.> 
Sent: Sun, Oct 5, 2014 5:01 pm 
Subject: Attached letter in opposition to 329 No. Washington Rezone 

                                                   Hazel and Ron Rigby 

                                                   330 North Pitt Street 
                                                   Alexandria, VA 22314 
                                                 
October 3, 2014 

  
Mayor, Vice Mayor, Members of City Council, Members of the Planning and Zoning 
Commission, City staff 
  
Subject:  October 7, 2014 Planning Commission docket item #12 related to the rezoning 
of 329 North Washington Street to accommodate La Bergerie, the change in the Master 
Plan, and the Special Use Permit for a restaurant. 
  
Although we submitted a petition opposing this proposed rezoning et. al. prior to the 17 
September date that staff advised we had to meet in order to be in their packet for the 
Commission and Council to review,  the staff has now submitted their report.  There are 
so many problems with their recommendation to approve the requests that we feel 
compelled to re‐state our unalterable, uncompromising position opposing such intrusive 
and objectionable actions. 
  
We have lived in our home (backing onto Princess Street in the 500 block, less than one 
block from the proposed restaurant) for forty years.  As many of you know, we have 
been active participants in the City, including the nearly 30 years Hazel taught at T. C. 
Williams High School,  and have both worked diligently to improve our community and 
share our time and talents with those who might benefit from them.  We love the City 
and love the neighborhood that we call home.   The proposed changes would put both 
in jeopardy. 
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There are at least a dozen areas of concern, most of which the staff glossed over or 
chose to represent inaccurately to support their position.  We will deal with some of 
those below, briefly. 
  
1.      Zoning change.  This is the primary issue, not the quality of food at the restaurant 

or the menu offered.  This is a residential neighborhood, not a ‘commercial corridor’ 
or a ‘dead zone.’  The City staff in 1997 made this point, although the current staff 
says they have changed their mind.  This would be a commercial venture on one of 
the two cobbled streets in Old Town!  The property does front on N. Washington, but 
the majority of the property faces on Princess, the cobbled street.  This is a quiet, 
child‐friendly, pet‐friendly, people‐friendly neighborhood which would be decimated 
by 100+ goings and comings with all the attendant commotion, traffic, noise, and 
problems attendant to a restaurant.  Do not destroy our neighborhood. 

  
2.      Neighborhood outreach.  Staff talks about their discussions with the property 

owners.  It should be noted that any contact with the staff or the applicant came as a 
result of the neighborhood initiating that contact.  Neither the staff nor the applicant 
came to any of us to tell us of the proposal or to ask our input.  We only learned of 
the proposal when we saw it as a docket item for the Commission, and began to ask 
questions.  Needless to say, these meetings did nothing to change our mind on the 
subject.  For instance, when we asked staff what they considered the community 
benefit of the restaurant would be, they said they were having trouble coming up 
with that but one thought was that it would allow public access to an historic 
building!!  How ludicrous is that!!   

  
3.      Parking.  Basically the applicants downplay the luncheon patrons, because they 

really have NO parking for any of them, and they would most assuredly use our 
neighborhood streets.  And to think that guests “in proper attire” (the applicant’s 
words) would park in an obscure lot across the Parkway with a hard‐to‐find entrance 
is ridiculous.  Rather, the evening guests would look for parking on the cobbled 
streets and the streets by our homes.  And needless to say even the 2 or 3 hour limits 
would not be a matter of concern – guests would assume that parking enforcement 
wouldn’t ticket them if they were over‐time.  Even using the applicants number, 100 
patrons a day, that means a significant increase in the cars circling our neighborhood 
to find a place to park.  Garage parking 4 or 5 blocks away is not the answer.  Nor is 
valet parking, which aids the patron, but not the neighbors.  And, imagine drivers 
exiting their cars on North Washington in order for the valet to get in.  Dangerous at 
best. 

  
4.     Staff ‘caveats’ or ‘conditions.’  The staff lists 24 (YES 24) conditions that must be 

complied with – “should approval be granted. “  Yet, in their report they cite the 
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carriage house usage that was not approved.  An example of a condition that was 
Not met.  How many of the 24 would actually be complied with or overlooked if Not 
complied with?!  And, the compliance/non‐compliance specifically excludes going to 
any body (like the Planning and Zoning Commission) other than staff.  And, some 
conditions do not help the basic issues, such as increasing the times that valet 
parking would be provided.  Again, ridiculous. 

  
5.      “The One.”  The applicant tells a wonderful story about seeing this building and 

knowing that it was their dream come true for their envisioned restaurant/inn.  It 
was ‘the one.’  We are now aware, however, that earlier in this year the applicant 
considered 111 South  Columbus St. for their restaurant, but withdrew the SUP after 
neighbors there complained that a ‘destination restaurant’ with no parking would be 
untenable.  Which address should we consider is really ‘the one.’? 

  
6.     Letters of support.  The staff totals the number of letters for and against and shows 

that the preponderance is against, but does not really consider them.  It should be 
noted that most of the letters in the staff package are dated after the date we were 
advised letters and petitions should be submitted.  Additionally, the letters are 
primarily from outside the neighborhood and follow a strangely similar pattern:  
excitement about supporting the restaurant, admiring the owners, enjoying the food. 
Those of us who wrote or signed to show our opposition are ALL from within a six 
block eastern radius of the site!! The opposition is from THE NEIGHBORHOOD most 
affected by these changes, not someone from The Plains or Texas who has eaten at 
LaBergerie and liked it. 

  
7.     Restaurant issues.  It is laughable that the applicant says that “no odors will come 

from the restaurant.”  How many restaurants can say this with a straight face?  Of 
course there will be odors, particularly since the kitchen will be in the basement and 
would then have to be vented to the sidewalk portion on Princess Street.  And, noise, 
lights, signs, vermin ‐  all attendant restaurant issues ‐  would, in fact, all be present.  

  
And then, the special events – weddings, bar mitzvahs, musical events only add to 
our concerns on this issue. 

  
8.     The future.  Proposed are 153 dining seats and more than a dozen ‘lounge’ area 

seats for drinking.  This could mean over 450 customers a day (153 for lunch, and 
two dinner sittings).  Yet the applicant downplays the luncheon customers and even 
says there will be about 100 total customers a day.  With a start‐up cost of over 3 
million dollars for the house and renovations to the site (changing the entry gate, for 
instance, as well as preparing for restaurant usage) this would be a very expensive 
endeavor.  And restaurants, even established ones that move venues are prime 
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candidates to not succeed.  In this case failure would be a real possibility.  Then 
what?  Should the zoning be changed and the map revised, it would be commercial 
and anything could then intrude upon our neighborhood.  And the applicant is 
unwilling to offer any solution to that issue with a proffer or means for reversion to 
residential.  Once the Residential designation is gone, it is basically gone forever, and 
our neighborhood negatively impacted forever. 

  
This has been a long list and we appreciate your patient review of our comments.  This is 
an issue that has been keeping us awake at night as we pondered the change to our 
living environment.  They are changes that the entire neighborhood is asking you all to 
reject.  We ask that both the Commission and the Mayor and Council listen to our 
neighborhood and DENY all three requests: for a Zone change, for a Master Plan change, 
and for a Special Use Permit to allow a restaurant.   
  
Your denial of these intrusive, inappropriate changes will clearly benefit the 
neighborhood and the City we love. 
  
Respectfully submitted, 
  
  
Hazel Rigby and Ronald K. (Ron) Rigby 
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From: Leah Sedwick <leah@friedcompanies.com>
Sent: Sunday, October 05, 2014 1:00 PM
To: PlanComm
Cc: Alex Dambach; Nathan Randall
Subject: La Bergerie relocation to Washington Street

Dear City Staff and Planning Commissioners:   

 My name is Leah Fried Sedwick, the owner of 329 North Washington Street. 

My family and I had hoped to live there “forever”, but we decided to move to Charlottesville to be near my 
mother after my father died. 

When we bought the house, it had been on the market for a long time because, we were told, people did not 
want to live on busy Washington Street.  We, too, have had extreme difficulty in attracting residential buyers, 
despite investing in improvements near double the amount for which we purchased the property. 

We took great care and respect to honor the historic character and feel we greatly beautified the property, inside 
and out.   

We believe that Laurent and Margaret Janowsky will continue to honor the fabric of the neighborhood and 
continue their commitment to excellence in business and to the City as a whole.  They are ideal stewards for the 
property.  

It appears that the property is best suited for some sort of mixed or commercial use, similarly to the property on 
the other corner of Princess and Washington Street.  (It is about the same size of our property and the top floors 
are rented out as apartments and the bottom floor is commercial space, but I am sure you know that.  Of course 
the subject property served as Dr. Delaney’s medical practice for decades). 

One issue for which I wanted to apologize to the city, for something I did correct as soon as I was notified:  
unbeknownst to me, the tax bill went unpaid after we moved to Charlottesville.  I own the home under a trust in 
the name of LRF Holdings and I think it may have gone to the wrong address; I assumed the manager of the 
trust had it and paid it.   We did and still do maintain all property maintenance contracts on the house. 

Our family misses the vibrancy and uniqueness of Alexandria.  If we still lived there, we would welcome the 
proposed use as a quintessential Alexandria experience.  

 Thank you for your consideration. 

 Sincerely, 

Leah Fried Sedwick 
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From: Chris Shoemaker [mailto:cshoemaker1949@gmail.com]  
Sent: Monday, October 06, 2014 8:27 AM 
To: Alex Dambach; Nathan Randall 
Cc: Carl E Vuono 
Subject: General Vuono note re: Laurent Janowky 
 
Dear Mr. Dambach and Mr. Randall, 

Below is a note from General (Retired) Carl E. Vuono - former Chief of Staff of the U.S. Army - 
endorsing Mr. Laurent Janowsky's application to establish a new facility on Washington Street. 
 
Thanks for your consideration. 

Sincerely, 

Christopher C. Shoemaker, PhD 
Colonel, U.S. Army (Retired) 
 
Dear Sirs, 
 
In discussions with Mr. Laurent Janowsky, I understand that there may be some 
question about his plans to purchase property on Washington Street and open an 
upscale restaurant and inn.  If such is the case, I would like to add my strong 
endorsement to his plans.  I have known Mr. Janowsky for more than 15years, and I 
have always found him to be a man of the highest standards - both professional and 
personal.  I have been a regular patron at La Bergerie and the Del Ray Cafe, and both 
establishments reflect his uncompromising commitment to quality, decorum, 
aesthetics and maintenance.  Indeed, I have hosted senior leaders from the U.S. 
government and foreign heads of state at La Bergerie with great confidence and 
pride.   
 
The exteriors and interiors of both his restaurants demonstrate not only his 
architectural artistry but also his deep devotion to their neighborhoods and to Old 
Town Alexandria.  I am confident that any new project he undertakes will maintain 
the same high standards. 
 
If I can be of further assistance, please do not hesitate to contact me. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Carl E. Vuono 
General 
United States Army (Retired)   
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From: Charlotte Hall <chall@potomacriverboatco.com>
Sent: Tuesday, October 07, 2014 5:05 PM
To: Nathan Randall; Alex Dambach; PlanComm
Cc: 'Puskar, M. Catharine'; Charlotte Hall
Subject: Support for the La Bergerie Restaurant and Inn 

Dear Friends, 
 
As a business owner/manager in Alexandria for the past 23 years, I find the opportunity for the new 
La Bergerie Restaurant and Inn a win-win for everyone involved, the business community and our 
residential community. 
 
Laurent and Margaret Janowsky are to be commended for their work offering the fine dining 
experience and hospitality of La Bergerie in its current location.  The birth  of the Del Ray Café is 
another jewel in their crown.  Their commitment and passion for the Alexandria community is evident 
in both of these restaurants. 
 
The Janowsky family, local residents and two  local businesses,  has a proven track record.  Their 
proposal of a new Restaurant and Inn will be a great addition to our community.  We know what to 
expect……a quality operation. 
 
As I see it, the two obstacles challenging this proposal can be remedied: 
 

1.      On a block where the REST OF THE BLOCK on both sides of the street are zoned 
commercial – how difficult can this be to bring this plot of land into the commercial realm? 

2.      Parking – Mr. Janowsky has arranged for “shared parking” to lease 30 spaces for nights and 
weekends.  He is to be commended on his actions.  This is a huge achievement to secure 30 
spaces for evenings and weekends.   

 
Please allow this memo to serve as a letter of support for the La Bergerie Restaurant and Inn 
proposed for 329 N. Washington Street in Old Town Alexandria.  We welcome the access to the 
charm and beauty of this historic building and outdoor garden.  
 
Thank you for giving serious consideration to this exciting project. 
 
Sincerely, 
Charlotte 
 
Charlotte A. Hall 
Vice President 
Potomac Riverboat Company 
205 The Strand 
Alexandria, VA  22314 
(703) 684-0580 
  
2010 Alexandria  Business Leader of the Year Award 
2009 Alexandria Tourism Partner of the Year Award 
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From: Puskar, M. Catharine <cpuskar@thelandlawyers.com>
Sent: Tuesday, October 07, 2014 5:25 PM
To: PlanComm; Nathan Randall; Alex Dambach; Karl Moritz
Subject: Docket item #12 - La Bergerie - additional petition
Attachments: 329 Support Petition1.pdf

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

My apologies – I meant to attach this petition to the prior email.  You should now have received two separate emails 
with two different attachments including signatures in support of the applications.  Thanks. 
 

 
M. Catharine Puskar, Esquire 
Walsh Colucci Lubeley & Walsh PC  
2200 Clarendon Boulevard | Suite 1300 | Arlington, VA  22201 
Phone:  (703) 528‐4700 | Ext. 5413 | Fax:  (703) 525‐3197 
www.TheLandLawyers.com |  cpuskar@thelandlawyers.com | professional biography 
 
IRS CIRCULAR 230 DISCLOSURE:  To ensure compliance with requirements imposed by the IRS, we inform you that any tax advice contained in this 
communication (including any attachments) was not intended or written to be used, and cannot be used, for the purpose of (i) avoiding penalties under the Internal 
Revenue Code or (ii) promoting, marketing or recommending to another party any transaction or matter addressed herein. 
 
Attorney-Client Privileged Communication:  The information in this email and attachments is attorney-client privileged and confidential information intended only for 
the use of the individual or entity named above.  If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient, you are notified that any dissemination, distribution or 
copying of this communication is strictly prohibited.  If you have received this communication in error, please delete it and immediately notify us by email or by 
phone.  Thank you. 
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From: Don Calvin <donucalvin@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, October 08, 2014 3:19 PM
To: PlanComm; Nathan Randall
Subject: The potential move of La Bergerie

     My name is Don Calvin and I own, with my daughter, the condo at 434 ½  St Asaph Street.  This is less than 
2 blocks from the intended relocation of La Bergerie.  Parking is already a problem in the area, particularly after 
6PM.   Many of the nearby residences do walk to a bus stop or to catch the trolley during the work week, but all 
have at least one car which is used on the weekend.    

     The addition of a restaurant attracting numerous more cars will be a real problem.  That is especially true 
with the other changes coming to the area.   

      I think a review of all the changes coming to that area makes it clear that the addition of La Bergerie would 
have a major negative impact on that area of the city.  

      Thanks for your consideration.   
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From: Torun Walker <wtorun@hotmail.com>
Sent: Monday, October 06, 2014 10:58 PM
To: PlanComm
Cc: Brian Walker
Subject: 329 N. Washington Street Rezoning

Hello, 
 
My name is Torun Walker.  My husband and I own our home at 424 Princess Street and have lived here since 2000.  We 
are opposed to the rezoning of the property at 329 N. Washington.  We believe the proposed rezoning will have a major 
impact on our ability to park at our home.  Our 400 block of Princess is the only block from Washington to Union that 
does not have off street parking.  If this rezoning is granted, you will be giving priority parking privileges to employees 
and patrons of this new restaurant, instead of protecting the tax paying residents who love our neighborhood and wish 
to protect the residential environment we hold dear.   
 
We strongly oppose this rezoning. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Torun Walker 
 
Sent from my iPad 
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