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Summary

Request:

Development Special Use Permit to construct a new elementary school
with increased capacity

Special Use Permits for recreational amenities and parking
Planning Commission Action:
Recommend approval of the DSUP

Key Points:

Modern building and recreational amenities
Addresses ACPS needs within a constrained site

Improved traffic and pedestrian circulation

George Mason Elementary

DSUP2025-10001




Project Location
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- New elementary school for 670
students

- Three parking areas for
80 teachers/staff

- Courtyard areas for light and two
new playgrounds

- Preservation of large trees
- 32% canopy coverage

6.47 acres of open space

George Mason Elementary
DSUP2025-10001
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
As stated previously, 
the project includes 19 townhouse style units with rear facing garages in three multi-unit buildings, and one single unit dwelling
Vehicular access for the townhouse units is from Nob Hill Court and the Single unit dwelling fronts on and is accessed from Longview drive.  There is no vehicular connection between the two.



Proposed architectural renderings

Clockwise: Proposed front of school, rear of school,
rear open space area.
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Key Findings & Insights:

Highlights:

- Stormwater Management: BMPs will exceed required
phosphorous load reductions by 34%

- Traffic. New bus layby and pick-up/drop-off loop
Benefits:

- Addresses capacity needs identified in Long Range Educational
Facilities Plan

LEED Gold and Net Zero efficiency construction

Improved recreational and stormwater management facilities

George Mason Elementary
DSUP2025-10001


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Some highlights of the project include:
The plan achieves improvements to stormwater water quality and provides quantity reductions through onsite bioretention and other BMP’s, and will exceed required phosphorous load reductions by 14%
When constructed, the development is anticipated to generate up to 3 students. which will attend Douglas MacArthur Elementary, George Washington Middle, and Alexandria City High Schools.
Regarding traffic, the proposal did not trigger a traffic study, with estimated peak AM trips to average 11 and PM peak trips at an average of 12
Added benefits include:
1 on-site 3-bedroom, for sale affordable unit at 70-100% AMI
Monetary contributions to the City housing trust fund ($143,000) and Public Art Fund ($12,000)
Also, the buildings are designed consistent with the 2019 Green Building Policy



Community Meetings
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
For Community Outreach:
The project was discussed with the community on four occasions:
The applicant attended two meetings with the Longview Hill Citizens Association in June and October of 2024,
The Alexandria Housing Affordability Advisory Committee endorsed the project at its September 11, 2024, meeting
The federation of civic associations heard information about the project, and
Standard written notification was sent to abutting property owners; 



Recommendation

Staff recommends approval of
DSUP2025-10001, subject to conditions.


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
In conclusion, staff find that the proposal is consistent with the Northridge/Rosemont Small Area Plan and that the Planning Commission recommend approval of the request subject to the conditions contained in the staff report. We are available to answer any questions you may have.



Student Bike, Walk:

{1) Bikers, walkers will enter at the front of the schoal,

{2) Crossing guards will be present along Cameron Mills Rd
at Monticello Blvd and Virginia Ave to assist students
crossi

Proposed pull-out bus area
can accommodate
approximately 5 school buses

' | Proposed Drop-Off Uneraiiuns - Amm

{7 Undesignated Drop-0ff Area

==== Student Biking/Walking Routes to School
=% School buses/vans queued to drop off
== Vehicles queued to drop off

assisting students |
crossing
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